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“THE ELDA E. Anderson Award is presented to a
young member of the Health Physics Soceity to recog-
nize excellence in (1) research or development, (2)
discovery or invention, (3) devotion to health physics,
and/or (4) significant contributions to the profession of
health physics. Eligible recipients are those who shall not
have reached their 40th birthday prior to January, 2006”
(HPS News, January 2006). This year, the award was
bestowed on Scott Owen Schwahn.

Scott impresses not only with his knowledge and
dedication to his craft, but, equally importantly, with his

ability to effectively communicate. Indeed, the successful
future of the Health Physics Society is closely linked to the
society’s ability to effectively convey its mission. It is rare
to find a person of Scott’s generation who has mastered this
most important art. Scott is the consummate professional,
his manner gracious and affable, his work of superior
caliber, his dedication complete and his mastery of health
physics germane to his continuing success.

Scott received both his BS and MS in health physics
from the Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Geor-
gia. Since 1995, he has been comprehensively certified
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by the ABHP. Scott began his health physics career with
Shonka Research Associates, Inc. of Marietta, Georgia
where he served as an associate scientist and research
consultant. During his tenure there, he assisted in the
development of novel radiation detection systems, in-
cluding position-sensitive proportional counters and
plastic scintillation detectors. Scott spent a significant
portion of his time developing and implementing manu-
als and procedures for several DOE facilities, validating
radiological transport software, developing training
courses in radiation monitoring and statistics, and was
involved in prototyping, fabricating, and implementing
hardware and nuclear electronics, as well as providing
technical support for numerous clients.

Scott’s next stop was Thomas Jefferson National
Accelerator Facility (Jefferson Lab, formerly known as
CEBAF), where he spent a decade. As Deputy Head of
the Radiation Control Group, he assisted in management
of a staff of ten with all the administrative duties that this
entails. He personally derived effective solutions to
shielding and source control problems which required
extensive mastery and knowledge of the complex had-
ronic interactions generated by high energy electrons and
photons. Scott also led the groundwater monitoring
program, requiring contractor procurement, quality as-
surance, and data analysis. He also took major responsi-
bility for the Department of Energy Laboratory Accred-
itation Program (DOELAP) accreditation for external
dosimetry and successfully led five biennial accreditation
cycles.

Scott assisted in setting up the radio-analytical
laboratory at CEBAF and directed implementation of the
computer monitored environmental radiation system for
the whole laboratory. This was extremely important in
verifying and providing real time data for the theoretical
forecasts of radiation skyshine to the laboratory sur-
roundings—a vitally important consideration for an ur-
ban environment. He continually volunteered at Jefferson
Lab as a teacher for middle-school students learning
about phases of matter and for the public learning about
the fundamentals of radiation. In 2003, Scott was se-
lected to be an instructor under the lead instructor, HPS
fellow J. Donald Cossairt, at the U.S. Particle Accelera-
tor School.

Since 2003, Scott has served the Department of
Energy as DOELAP’s external dosimetry performance
evaluation program administrator. In this role, he plans,
coordinates, administers, and provides technical direc-
tion for the DOELAP accreditation process for whole

body and extremity dosimetry programs. Scott’s col-
leagues are impressed at his administrative and technical
abilities in providing direction for the DOELAP accred-
itation process. Scott continues to show his expertise and
his unique spirit of innovation while actively conducting
research in radiation measurements and dosimetry to
better characterize radiation fields. This work has dra-
matically improved the already exceptional DOELAP
process.

In order to solve complex problems, Scott has
learned several computer languages, including Visual
Basic, FORTRAN, and MORTRAN and has modeled
shielding and other health physics problems through the
use of analytical programs such as MCNP, EGS4, and
Shield 11.

Scott’s service to the Health Physics Society in-
cludes, in part, serving the Virginia HPS Chapter as
President for two terms; the Accelerator Section as
Secretary, Newsletter Editor, and President; the Govern-
ment Section as Secretary; the Eastern Idaho HPS Chap-
ter as President; Publications Committee and Laboratory
Accreditation Policy Committee as an active member;
and five years on the ABHP Part II Panel of Examiners.
In each of his officer positions, Scott has improved the
position and the functionality of the Section or Chapter.
This is typical for all that Scott does—he is not satisfied
with mere adequacy, but he strives and succeeds in
improving most everything in which he is involved.

In 2006, Scott was appointed as Technical Director
of the HPS Laboratory Accreditation Program and is
currently serving on two ANSI writing groups: ANSI/
HPS N13.11 “Criteria for Testing Personnel Dosimetry
Performance” and as Chair of ANSI/HPS N43.3, “Gen-
eral Radiation Safety Standard for Installations Using
Non-Medical X-ray and Sealed Gamma Ray Sources,
Energies up to 10 MeV.”

In addition to his full-time duties and service to the
Society, Scott is pursuing his PhD degree at Idaho State
University, researching unusual phenomena observed in
dosimetry phantoms. He is father to Stephen, Elliott, and
Victoria and has been married for the past 14 years to the
lovely Brooke. He serves his community as Cubmaster
for his son’s Cub Scout pack, and as an active member of
his church. The Society is indeed well-served by this
year’s Elda E. Anderson Award recipient: Scott Owen
Schwahn.

LORRAINE DAY

Center for Adv. Microstructures and Devices
Louisiana State University
6980 Jefferson Hwy
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
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Thank you. I am flattered
and honored at the

sentiments expressed to me
over the last month.

For years, I have listened
to very gracious acceptance
speeches given by Elda
Anderson Award recipients,
Robley D. Evans Com-
memorative Medal recipi-
ents, Founders Award
recipients, and Distinguished
Scientific Achievement
Award recipients. In many, if
not most, of the cases, I have
heard this phrase or varia-
tions of it: “I am humbled by
this award.” Frankly, I just
did not understand that
choice of words. After all,
“humbled” means to be brought to
a lower state, and it just did not
make sense to me that an award
could humble a person. An award
is recognition of achievement—
clearly an honoring event, not a
humbling event.

When I was notified last month
that I had been honored with the
most prestigious award that I can
imagine for one so young in our
profession, I was honored. I was
thrilled, excited, and amazed. As I
began to dwell on the process and
become more and more thankful
for those who supported my
nomination, I realized that all of
the persons involved were health
physicists that I hold in the highest
regard. They include my past and
present management, Fellows of
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the Society, Elda Anderson
recipients, and of course the
awards committee which consists
of past presidents of the Health
Physics Society. I began to feel
very small next to these giants in
our profession. We are well
familiar with Sir Isaac Newton’s
words, “If I have seen further it is
by standing on the shoulders of
giants.” Standing in the presence
of these icons has indeed made me
feel humble.

So—I’ll start over. Thank you. I
am flattered and honored—and
humbled—at the sentiments
expressed to me over the last
month.

I would like to take a brief
moment to offer some unsolicited
advice to the very newest of those
in our profession, and even to my

children sitting at the front
table. The first point of advice
is this—find a mentor who
will teach you what she
knows— and listen to her. If
you are without someone who
is more experienced than you
are, and who is willing to share
that experience and wisdom,
make the effort to find some-
one who will mentor you. I
could not have gotten here
without mentors who were
willing to spend a considerable
time giving me good counsel.
The second advice is the same,
but from a different angle: be of
service to others when you can
in all areas of life. Albert

Einstein said, “Only a life lived in the
service to others is worth living.”
   That brings me to the most
important part of what I have to
say. It is time for me to give
thanks. First and foremost in all
things, I thank God for all of the
guidance and direction that He
has provided in my life, despite
some of my best efforts. If
you’re intrigued, ask me. Then,
there is my wife, Brooke; she
has supported, and at times
merely had to put up with, my
work schedules, traveling, and
professional activities. All the
while, she has done an exem-
plary job taking care of the
home and our children. Without
her, all of this would not have
been possible. I am thankful to
my children for their patience,
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especially during my occasional
absences. I am thankful to my
parents and to my parents-in-love
for their support of our entire
family.

I give credit to my teachers,
from my high school physical
science teacher Mr. David
Churchman to my college profes-
sors Drs. Bernd Kahn and
Kimberlee Kearfott. Dr. Kearfott,
also an Elda Anderson awardee,
had very high expectations of her
students, for which I will always
be grateful. Her insistence on high
standards formed the basis for my
work to follow.

Thank you, Lorraine [Day], for
your confidence in me and for
your friendship. I treasure you. I
would also like to thank Bob May

of Jefferson Lab, who
served for 10 years as
my mentor, not only
professionally, but also
relationally and spiritu-
ally. I would like to thank
Bob Loesch and Doug
Carlson, both in my
Department of Energy
management, who have
always shown the highest
level of trust and confi-
dence in my work.

Gandhi said, “The
fragrance always remains
on the hand that gives
the rose.” I hope to
always smell that sweet
fragrance and I hope that
you do as well.

Thank you.
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Scott with his wife Brooke, sons Stephen (12) and Elliott
(9), and daughter Victoria (7)
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1991, Kenneth L. Mossman 1984, Kenneth R. Kase 1978, Paul L. Ziemer 1971, Scott O. Schwahn 2006, Brooke Schwahn, Lawrence
T. Dauer 2005, Lisa Dauer




