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Presidents Message

  Our 2019 Spring Chapter will be held May 3rd at the Hampton Inn OceanFront in Jacksonville Beach. Executive Council 
Member Glenn Sturchio (2016-2019), Venues Coordinator, has been busy putting the meeting together. Announcement and 
Registrations for this meeting have been sent out by John Lanza, Secretary, and is also posted on our website. 
Ray Dielman, President-Elect (2018-2019), is actively putting together the Program agenda for this meeting. Call for Papers 
has been sent out to everyone. The initial agenda has been mailed out to members and is posted on the website.
Rod Nickell, Treasurer (2018-2020) and a past President (2001-2002) has been working closely with a CPA firm in order to 
obtain IRS exempt status [501(c)(6)] for our Chapter. We thank Rod for the tremendous amount of effort he’s putting in to 
achieve this important goal.  Executive Council members Zach Peckham (2018-2021), Affiliate /Vendors Coordinator, and Clark 
Connelly (2017-2020), Membership Coordinator, are actively fulfilling their roles.

  Jay Maisler, a past President (2012-2013), has volunteered to lead as the Local Arrangements Committee for the upcoming 
2019 National HPS meeting in Orlando July 7-11. Over ten members have joined this Committee in handling all the local 
arrangements in the Orlando area. This important Committee has had several meetings to date with more to come. You can 
contact Jay at jmaisler@earthlink.net if you have any interest to support the committee.

   Our website has had several changes made to it. Revised Individual and Affiliate Membership Forms have been simplified 
and are now interactive for easier completion. Also our Spring meeting Announcement and Registration Form are located on 
the website. Thanks to Tristan Timm, Past President (2018-2019), for his continuing role as our Chapter ‘Webmaster’.

  I also want to recognize John Lanza, our Secretary (2017-2019), for his organizational skills in keeping things together, 
issuing meeting minutes, and promptness in getting out emails to the full membership, EC members, etc.  And to Mike Phillips, 
a past President (2015-2016), who has been creating our Newsletters over the past several years.

  So lots going on! Please help out in maintaining a strong / successful Chapter. We need members to volunteer to fill positions 
as officers and Executive Council each year.

Hopefully you can make the Spring meeting.

Joe Danek
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2019 Spring Meeting of FL Health Physics Society

  Please make plans to attend the upcoming Annual FCHPS 
Meeting at the Hampton Inn OceanFront Jacksonville Beach.  A 
reception will be held on Thursday, May 2nd at TBD. This event 
will run from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Food and drink will be 
available.

The meeting registration form is available at the Chapter website 
http://hpschapters.org/florida/ under Meetings. The registration 
form and payment should be received prior to April 2, 2019 to 
receive the early registration discount.  Please circle the correct 
category, enter the amount paid and include a check made 
payable to FCHPS. If paying via PayPal, send your fees to the 
following chapter address: floridahps@gmail.com

Please contact FCHPS President Joe Danek at 
jdanekconsultant@gmail.com or Ray Dielman at 
RayDielman@outlook.com with any inquiries about the meeting 
agenda, or table reservations for vendor displays. Photo provided from webpage at tripadvisor.com.  

If you know someone who would like to join the Florida Chapter Health Physics Society or you 
would like to pay your annual dues, please visit the Chapter website http://hpschapters.org/
florida/ and click on Membership for more information. Dues can also be collected at the 
meeting.  Please contact FCHPS Treasurer Rod Nickell at rodney.e.nickell@NASA.gov for 
additional information.

Please make plans to attend in order take full advantage of this opportunity to network with your 
colleagues.

  Josh Mocherman, Science High School Teacher at Riverview 
High School in Sarasota, FL, is again looking to take 50 juniors 
and seniors to the University of Florida (UF) for a presentation/
tour of the medical/health physics program, University of 
Florida Training Reactor UFTR, and nuclear engineering 
program.  The hope is to expose them (no pun intended) to the 
various fields of study and career paths within the radiation 
and health physics industries. Josh has conducted similar field 
trips with his students to UF in 2016 & 2017. The Chapter has 
granted Josh $600 for the trip.

FCHPS Continues Support of Riverview High School Physics 
Program

Photo from https://rhsfoundation.org/school-store/
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Society comes to Orlando from July 7th through 11th! 
  The Local Arrangements Committee (LAC), comprised mostly of members from the Florida Chapter, have been hard at 
work making plans for a memorable meeting for our colleagues and their companions. Orlando is a great venue. The 
Conference Center provides a wonderful facility for the technical program and exhibitors. As we all know, Orlando is the 
“Theme Park Capital of the World,” so we can expect many families to join our colleagues to take advantage of the 
attractions in the area.

Some things that the LAC is working on include the following:

• Local attractions: National HPS has worked with Disney to provide a discounted admission. The LAC is not planning on
pre-arranged tours as most attractions are easily accessed. Information on the various attractions will be provided to
attendees and companions. There is literally something for everyone; from Orlando to the Space Coast and the Tampa Bay
area. CarolAnn Inbornone, Annette Maisler, or Kathy Thomas can be contacted for more information. (Emails:
Carolann.Inbornone@AdventHealth.com, admaisler@aol.com, Kathleen.Thomas@va.gov)

• Open Mic Night: The tradition continues. The LAC will help out with the venue and other arrangements. Kevin McDonough
can be contacted for more information. (Email: Kevin.McD@plmedical.com)

• Pub Crawl:  Another tradition continues! The LAC is working on the details and location. Kevin McDonough or Glenn
Sturchio can be contacted for more information or if you’d like to help. (Emails: Kevin.McD@plmedical.com,
sturchio.glenn@mayo.edu)
• Night Out:  For those who opt out of the Pub Crawl, the LAC is planning an old-fashioned Night Out, just like the HPS did
20 years ago. A chance for casual conversation and some fun. Kevin McDonough can be contacted for more information.
(Email: Kevin.McD@plmedical.com)

• Merchandise:  How can you have an Annual Meeting if you don’t have souvenirs to buy to remember it? The LAC is
working on shirts, hats, and maybe some other logo-embossed goodies for folks to buy. This is a big fund raiser for the local
chapter and helps fund the Chapter’s initiatives for years to come! Susan Stanford and George Snyder can be contacted for
more information. (Emails: sstanford@ehs.ufl.edu, g_snyder@bellsouth.net)

• In future Chapter Newsletters or emails, the LAC will reach out to provide more updates and we are always looking for
help during the meeting. We need volunteers for floor support, proctoring PEP and CEL sessions, selling merchandise, and
more. Please contact the LAC Chair, Jay Maisler, if you’d like to help out. (Email: jmaisler@earthlink.net)

Looking forward to a great Annual Meeting in Orlando!

The 2019 National Health Physics 
Society meeting will be held in 
Orlando, FL July 7th - 11th, 2019.  
Visit the national HPS website at:   
HPS.Org for details.  Jay Maisler is 
leading our Local Area Committee 
efforts in support of the meeting.

Updates on National HPS meeting

Photo from Hilton Orlando 
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The Nominating Committee, comprised of past Presidents’ Adam Weaver (2005- 2006), Jay Maisler (2012-2013), and Mike Phillips 
(2015-2016), are actively pursuing nominations for candidates for the positions opening up for President Elect, Secretary, and one 
Executive Council seat. These candidates will be installed during our Chapter meeting on May 3rd. 

Please help out our Chapter by applying for one of these open positions. Contact Adam Weaver, Nominating Committee Chairman 
at:    AWEAVER@usf.edu.   Nominations may be submitted no later than February 25th, 2019.

Once the candidates have been identified, the ballot will be sent to all those who were current members as of 01/01/2018.  You 
must be a current member in order to vote.  If you were current in 2018 but have not paid 2019 dues, but you plan on paying at the 
Spring 2019 meeting, you will receive a ballot.

Nominations for FCHPS Board Members

Jerry Eakins: February 07, 1942
- January 26, 2019

  We were all saddened to hear of the passing of Jerry Eakins.  Jerry’s contributions and support to our Chapter were 
outstanding.  Chapter members who knew and worked with Jerry were blessed to have someone who was always friendly, 
helpful, and very knowledgeable – he will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Family. 

  Jearold Clay Eakins, 75, died January 26th surrounded by family at his home in Apopka, FL after a year-long battle with 
cancer. Jerry was born on February 7, 1942 in Louisville, Kentucky to Marion and Susan Eakins. He served in the United 
States Air Force as a radar repairman from 1961-1965.  He then received a Bachelor of Science in marine biology from 
University of West Florida in 1969 and had a long, successful career for over 30 years as a health physicist for the State of 
Florida. He married Janice Ream on May 3, 1963, and together raised 3 sons, Nathaniel, Matthew and Jonathan. Jerry was an 
active member of Antique Automobile Club of America, Wekiva Presbyterian Church and a volunteer at Loaves and Fishes. He 
also enjoyed fishing, restoring antique cars, traveling, and spending time with his family. Jerry was known as a “handyman” and 
could fix most things mechanical or electrical. He gladly gave his time to help his friends and family. He is survived by his wife, 
3 sons, 6 grandchildren and 2 brothers.

  The memorial service was held on Wednesday, January 30th at 3:30 pm at Wekiva Presbyterian Church in Longwood, FL.
The family requested donations to Loaves and Fishes in Apopka, http://www.loavesandfishesapopka.com/donation-cart.htm in 
lieu of flowers. 

FCHPS past Treasurer 
(1998-1999) and Longtime 
Newsletter Editor 
Remembered

  Jerry joined the FL Bureau of Radiation Control in January of 1970 and retired 
in 2005.  He was instrumental in the green field environmental surveillance 
program around St. Lucie and Crystal River nuclear power plants.  Jerry also 
served as supervisor of the water laboratory and was the emergency response 
manager for 20+ years, overseeing nuclear power plant exercises, NASA space 
launches and numerous responses to radiation incidents.  He was instrumental 
in creating the Bureau’s radiological response training program for first 
responders throughout the state, was the designer of the state’s first mobile 
emergency radiological laboratory (a converted Winnebago) and was the Florida 
lead for the first FRMAC national drill held in 1984 at the St. Lucie Nuclear power 
plant.  Jerry was a member of both the National and Florida Chapter of the HPS. 

Photo from Mike Phillips

Photo from Mike Phillips
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New track for HP's at Illinois Institute of Technology
After long delays due to severe weather conditions, the newly proposed track, Radiological Security, Emergency Preparedness and 
Response, was approved by the Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) Graduate Studies Committee. With that IIT HP Program has 
become the very first in the nation to offer the curriculum.

S.Y. Chen, Ph.D., CHP and Director of the Professional Master's Health Physics Program and colleagues at IIT in Chicago, will soon 
work out the details of the program and announce the news to the HP community. 

"As we are preparing for this new endeavor I have been in touch with the Dept. of Homeland Security Radiological Operations Support 
Specialist (DHS ROSS) team and also participated in their first webinar just a month ago" reports Dr. Chen. "Our plan is to begin 
opening the program up for application for new students. They will start on the existing curriculum while the specialized courses are 
being developed." 

Below is a listing of HP programs offered around the country.
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En<rironmental Group 1Nc.

RADIOACTlVE WASTE MANAGEMENT 

RADlOLOGlCAL FIELD SERVICES/ 

DECOMMISSIONING 

INDUSTRIAL RADIATION SAFETY AND CONSULTATION 

New Members:

Josh Mocherman, Science High School 
Teacher at Riverview High School, has 
just joined our Chapter as a member. 
Welcome to the Chapter Josh.
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Renaissance
Gamma-Ray Analysis Software for
Lung Burden and Whole-Body Counting 
in NaI(Tl) and HPGe Applications

Whole-Body Counting
• Bed and Chair Geometries
• Walk-Through Counters

StandFAST II

Lung Burden / Thyroid Counters
• Individual Detector Positioning
• Optimized Detector Geometry
• Ultra-Low Background Systems
• Specialized HPGe Detectors

ORTEC Solutions to Health Physics
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DEQ Technical Sales, LLC. 

1600 Briergate Dr.
Duluth, GA  30097
Mike Shepherd
Phone (770) 363-0925 

Fax (865) 947-5121
mike@deqtech.com 

Thanks to the Vendor/Affiliate 
Members of FCHPS for 
Supporting the 2018 Fall 
Meeting

Mirion Technologies, Inc. 

800 Research Parkway, 
Meriden CT  06450
David Gebbie
Sales Manager
(704) 753-4973
dgebbie@mirion.com

F & J Specialty Products, Inc.
P.O. Box 2888
Ocala, FL  34478-2888
Frank Gavilla
(352) 680-1177
fax (352) 680-1454
fandj@fjspecialty.com

Landauer, Inc. 

2 Science Road 

Glenwood, IL 60425 

Cindy Trautmann, Area Sales

Manager (708) 308-7826
fax (708) 755-7011
ctrautmann@landauer.com

Chase Environmental
 200  Sam Rayburn Pkwy, 
Lenoir City, TN 37771 
865-816-6015
fax 865.816.6251
jbaker@chaseenv.com

Ortec AMETEK Advanced 
Measurement Technology 
801 S. Illinois Ave. 

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Tammy Just
865.617.5397
fax 865.483.0396
tammy.just@ametek.com
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