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2014-2015 OFFICERS 
and 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
 

President 
 Howard Dickson              813.926.7187                             

 
President-Elect 

 Mike Phillips                     850.245.4266 
 

Past President 
 Kevin Nelson                   904.953.8978 

 
Secretary 

 Kathleen Thomas            352.376.1611 
 X6776 
 

Treasurer 
 Adam Weaver                  813.974.8978 

 
Executive Council 

 Tom Jacobson (‘15)        850.644.7687 
 Kurt Geber (‘16)              321.867.4795 
 Rod Nickell (‘17)             321.853.5688  

Venues Director 
 George Snyder          352.258.6115 
 

Science Teacher Workshop 
Wesley Bolch, PhD           352.846.1361 

Newsletter Editor 
 Vacant   

Webmaster 
Jason Timm          414.955.4410 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Howard Dickson, CHP 

I continue to be amazed at the vitality and 
diversity of our chapter. We have some of 
the best health physicists in the country 
volunteering and serving our members on a 
continuing basis. Just so happens that we 
have a need for a newsletter editor. Why 
don’t you volunteer? 
We have just completed another highly 
successful joint meeting with the Florida 
Chapter of AAMP in Gainesville. For those 
of you who were unable to attend, you will 
be able to find the presentations available 
on our website at: 
http://www.hpschapters.org/florida.   
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	  FALL	  MEETING	  	  
 

 
 
Fall Meeting 2014 

The Florida Chapter of the Health Physics 
Society (FCHPS) held its annual joint 
meeting with the Florida Chapter of the 
American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine (AAPM) on 24 October at the 
Hilton University of Florida Conference 
Center in Gainesville, FL. This year’s 
collaboration heard topics ranging from 
radon doses in Leon County, FL to new 
facilities for the production of medical 
isotopes. The events kicked off the night 
before with a reception at the Florida 
Museum of Natural History, which opened 
afterhours to allow attendees to explore the 
large collection of prehistoric fossils, native 
biota and historical recreations of 
indigenous human activity in Florida. 
 
The joint meeting got underway with an 
update by Carmen Bigles, Coqui Pharma 
CEO, on the planned development of a 
domestically dedicated Mo-99 and 
radiopharmaceutical production facility in 
nearby Alachua, FL. Next, Lynne Fairobent, 
AAPM Senior Manager of Government 
Relations, spoke on issues regarding the 
changing regulatory environment, while 
Amy Carlson and Mike Stephens, both with 
the FL Bureau of Radiation Control, 
reviewed medical events that occurred in the 

past year in the state. Jeff Garrett finished 
the joint session speaking about continuous 
certification of medical physicists. 

 
 

 
In the afternoon the group split into two 
sessions, one for health physicists and the 
other for medical physicists. The health 
physics session began with HPS President-
elect Nancy Kirner reflecting on her 
personal learning experiences throughout a 
long career in health physics. Clark 
Eldredge, FL Radon and Indoor Air 
Administrator, discussed assessing radon 
doses to members of the public based on the 
state’s database of actual business and 
residential test results. Jim Stokes, an 
inspector with FL Bureau of Radiation 
Control and Chair of the Council of 
Radiation Control Program Director’s G-55 
Training Workgroup, gave a very well 
received presentation on the workgroup’s 
efforts to create and distribute training to 
state regulators. The day’s final presenter 
was Kurt Geber, who supports oversight of 
all agency radiation protection programs in 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, shared his lessons learned 
during a career that encompassed actions 
ranging from nuclear facility 
decommissioning to laser safety. Kurt was 
also presented the Chapter Volunteer 

Howard Dickson with Carmen Bigles and 
Jay Maisler 
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Service Award for his many contributions to 
FCHPS. 
 

 

 
The following FCHPA affiliates actively 
supported this meeting and presented useful 
exhibits: Canberra, DEQ Technical Sales, F 
& J Specialty Products, Fuji Electric, 
Landauer, IsoRay, and RadCal.  
 
You will soon find the fall meeting 
presentations posted to the FCHPS website. 
This meeting qualified for 8 CECs from the 
American Academy of Health Physics for 
certified health physicist and 6 CEUs from 
the state for registered radiological 
technicians.  
 
Big Deal: The FCHPS Address Has 
Changed 
 
Our new treasurer, Adam Weaver, has 
setup a new mailbox convenient to his 
location to expedite the handling of chapter 
correspondence. The new address is:  

FCHPS 

P.O. Box 8164 

Clearwater, FL 33758-8164 

Summary of Recent Member Survey 
 
We had an excellent response to a Survey 
Monkey questionnaire that we sent out last 
month. We had over 40% responding, which 
is outstanding for such instruments. You 
will not be surprised at the first thing we 
learned – that the responders were those 
who attended our chapter meetings. About 
42% of the responses came from members 
who had attended 3 or 4 meetings in the last 
3 years.  Which generates my question – 
how do we get our inactive members to 
participate? Once they do, they get hooked 
on the marvelous content and networking 
that occurs at every one of our chapter 
meetings. 
 
The reason that responders gave for 
attending the chapter meetings was “Interact 
with fellow radiation professionals” closely 
followed by “Opportunity to Learn.” The 
most significant reasons given for NOT 
attending chapter meetings were 
“Time/Work Conflict” and “Meeting 
location too far away.” Both of these are 
legitimate reasons and difficult for the 
chapter to mitigate. It is more difficult to get 
away from our jobs now than ever before. 
Also, no matter where in this very “long” 
state we hold our meetings, some folks will 
have to drive a significant distance to attend. 
 
Regarding what topics our members would 
be most interested in hearing about at the 
chapter meetings  “Operational radiation 
safety,” Medical health physics,” and 
“Radiation-related regulatory issues” topped 
the list.  
 
The questionnaire ended with 2 open-ended 
questions, the first being “What additional 
topics would you like to see presented at 
future FCHPS meetings?”  Although there 
were a myriad of responses, only 2 seemed 
to be repeated, those being “nuclear power 

National President-elect Nancy Kirner 
presents Chapter Volunteer Service Award 
to Kurt Geber 
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plants” and “decommissioning.” The final 
query was “Suggestions for improving 
venues, meeting content, social events 
and/or meeting day of the week.” Several 
suggestions had to do with finding 
inexpensive or “central” meeting locations 
and conducting joint meetings with other 
organizations (other than AAMP, which we 
currently do once each year). 
 
Where Will We Meet in the Spring of 
2015? 
 
As usual you can plan on a chapter meeting 
in the March-April timeframe, but where? 
Two members of our Executive Council are 
out gathering information on potential 
meeting sites. One would be in the Cape 
Canaveral area, while the other would be in 
the Tampa area, both being locations not 
hosting a meeting in the past few years.  
We move about the state from meeting to 
meeting trying to give all members an easy 
drive from time to time. Expect to see some 
definitive dates and a location in a future 
email. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A Taxing Situation 
 
You, our members, voted to diversify our 
chapter investment holdings. And we were 

about to do so, when we discovered that 
one of your favorite agencies, the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS), terminated our tax-
exempt status after 3 years of non-filing 
even though we did not earn enough 
revenue to be required to file during those 
years. Only the IRS can create such rules. 
Consequently, the chapter will apply to re-
establish our tax-exempt status prior to 
trading stocks; otherwise we may be subject 
to unnecessary capital gains taxes. 
 
 
 
 
Nominations of FCHPS Officers and 
Executive Council 
 
At the fall meeting a nominating committee 
composed of Jay Maisler, Rodney Nickell 
and Adam Weaver was formed to nominate 
candidates for the next FCHPS election 
(which will be done electronically for the first 
time). If you wish to volunteer or make a 
recommendation for President-elect or 
Executive Council member, please contact 
one of them.  
 
 
Seeking a Newsletter Editor 
 
We have an opportunity for any member 
that wants to contribute to the continuing 
success for the Florida Chapter to step up 
and claim the privilege of being our next 
newsletter editor. This is an easy and fun 
position, but means so much to ensuring 
that our members get essential information 
in a timely fashion. Please advise President-
elect Mike Phillips if you are interested. 
 (mike.phillips@flhealth.gov) 
 
 
Party Until the Cows Come Home 
 
As you may have heard, Paul Vause is 
retiring from the Florida Bureau of Radiation 
Control (BRC). Paul is having a retirement 
party 8 Dec 2014 at the Longhorn 
Steakhouse in Tallahassee.  Paul has been 
in the BRC’s Materials Licensing program 

Reception at the Florida Museum of Natural 
History 
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since the 1980’s, and he has been the 
Administrator since 2006. The party starts at 
7:00 p.m. and continues until the cows 
come home! 
 
We are asking folks to RSVP to Brenda 
Andrews (Brenda.Andres@flhealth.gov) no 
later than 1 December if you are planning to 
come (include your spouse or significant 
other as appropriate to ensure an accurate 
head count for the restaurant). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Affiliate Members of FCHPS 
 
Board of Laser Safety 
13501 Ingenuity Drive, Suite 128 
Orlando, FL  32826 
Phone (407) 985-3810 
Fax (407) 380-5588 
bsams@lasersafety.org 
 
Canberra Industries, Inc.  
800 Research Parkway 
Meriden, CT  06450 
Cell (704) 219-1241 
david.gebbie@canberra.com 
 
DEQ Technical Sales, LLC. 
7767 Maida Vale Court 
Powell, TN  37849 
Phone (770) 363-0925 
Fax (770) 497-9188 
mike@deqtech.com 
 
Ecology Services 
9135 Guilford Road, Suite 200 
Columbia, MD  21046 
Office (800) 963-8999 
Cell (847) 514-6841 
tklett@ecologyservices.com 
 
F&J Specialty Products, Inc.   
Frank M Gavila, President 
Phone (352) 680-1177  
Fax (352) 680-1454 
www.fjspecialty.com 
 
Fuji Electric Corp. of America 
50 Northfield Ave. 
Edison, NJ 08837 
James P. Menge PE, CHP - Department 
Manager 
Phone (201) 490-3921 
 jmenge@fecoa.fujielectric.com 
 
Landauer, Inc. 
2 Science Road 
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Glenwood, IL  60425 
Cindy Trautmann, Southeast Regional Sales 
Manager 
Cell (708) 308-7826 
Fax (708) 755-7011 
www.landauerinc.com  
 
Mirion Technologies, Inc. 
2652 McGaw Ave. 
Irvine, CA  92614 
Kevin McDonough, Regional Sales 
Manager 
Cell (949) 302-0116 
Office (800) 251-3331 
kmcdonough@mirion.com 
 
Perma-Fix Environmental Services 
1940 NW 67th Place 
Gainesville, FL  32653 
Tristan Timm, Radiation Safety Officer 
Phone (352) 395-1345 
ttimm@perma-fix.com 
 
Premier Sales Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box 71523 
Marietta, GA  30007 
M. Allen Barber, Representative 
Phone (770) 433-8177 
Fax (678) 298-4154 
psai@bellsouth.net 
 
Pulcir, Inc. 
9209 Oak Ridge Hwy. 
Oak Ridge, TN  37830-3500 
Scott Eddlemon, Representative 
Phone (800) 862-1390 
Fax (865) 927-6866 
info@pulcir.com 
 


