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Re-Initiation of the HPS Decommissioning Section 

 

October 13, 2021 

Good-day, fellow Decommissioners, 

We are sure that it has not escaped your attention that the Decommissioning Section has been 

inactive since 2016. In the immortal words of John Cleese of Monty Python, in the 12/7/1969 

Dead Parrot Sketch, the parrot (or section) has been deceased, was no more, bereft of life, and 

pushing up the daises. With apologies to those of you too young to remember Monty Python.  

It is therefore with great pleasure that we announce that Eric Goldin has breathed life into the 

parrot … sorry, section. With Eric’s assistance, a new Board has been appointed. The Board 

consists of Phil Rutherford (President), Amanda Botzer (Secretary), Ken Gavlik (Treasurer), 

David DiCello and Mike Grey. MIke Boyd is the HPS Board Director Liaison. See end of this email 

for brief biographies of the new Board members. 

With the aging of commercial nuclear power plants, and ongoing environmental cleanup of DOE 

and DOD facilities, decommissioning is now, more than ever, an important function of the 

nuclear industry and health physics profession. 

The two main objectives of the Decommissioning Section are … 

1. Disseminate information related to decommissioning activities, including regulatory 
rulemakings on decommissioning, decontamination techniques, and advances in survey 
instrumentation and procedures. 

2. Provide a forum for discussion of decommissioning issues. 

As an initial step to address the first objective, we have updated the Section’s web site and 

added useful and current online resources, replacing the previous obsolete links. 

http://hpschapters.org/sections/decommissioning/links.php.  

To address the second objective, we encourage Section members to begin using the existing 

HPS Member Forum, that includes a Decommissioning Category. One recent announcement by 

the EPA is Revision 2 of MARSSIM, after 20 years, which must have raised a few questions! 

Your Board members are still wrestling with re-starting the Section, but we do want to hear 

from Section members. What would you like the Section to do for you? Why do you think it fell 

into inactivity? Why do you think the Member Forum is so underutilized? What have you 

learned in your decommissioning career that you think would be useful to others? 

One thing that your Board would like to do this year, is initiate a monthly spotlight on current 

decommissioning projects and/or recent HPS Journal papers relevant to decommissioning. This 

could be a section in the monthly HPS Newsletter. What do you think?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9SMUzj-_4Q
http://hpschapters.org/sections/decommissioning/links.php
https://hps.org/membersonly/interact/forum/
https://hps.org/membersonly/interact/forum/showthreads.cfm?Cat=38
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/documents/marssim_2_changes_061621-web.pdf
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Another major goal for 2022 is to host a Decommissioning Special Session in Spokane, perhaps 

with an associated discussion panel. Chris Shaw, the Spokane Program Manager, has been 

notified of this intent. To this end, we are soliciting submissions of presentations from Section 

members. HPS will soon be issuing a “call for papers” for Spokane. When submitting, initially an 

abstract, and later the presentation, please specify that you would like it to be included in the 

Decommissioning Special Session. 

Finally, in the Summer of 2022, we will conduct an election for new Board members and 

officers. 

We look forward to hearing from you all. 

Sincerely, 

Decommissioning Board Members 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Biographies of Board Members 

Phil Rutherford spent the first seventeen years of his career in nuclear safety analysis, reliability 

analysis and probabilistic risk assessment (PRA) ending as Manager of Nuclear Safety & 

Reliability Engineering for Rockwell International. Phil then held a series of management 

positions for the next twenty-five years at Boeing’s Santa Susana Field Laboratory in Southern 

California, ending as Senior Manager of Radiation, Health & Safety. During his tenure, Boeing 

decommissioning eighteen nuclear and radiological facilities at the DOE’s Energy Technology 

Engineering Center. Phil and his department were responsible for occupational and 

environmental radiation safety, conducting final status surveys and interacting with regulators, 

legislators, media, public and attorneys. He retired in 2015 and is currently President of Phil 

Rutherford Consulting. Contact Phil at email@philrutherford.com.  

Amanda Botzer is the Manager of Radioactive & Hazardous Waste Transportation at Naval 

Nuclear Laboratory’s Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania location. She is a new member of the 

Decommissioning Section having received her health physics certification in 2019. Amanda has 

a bachelor’s degree in nuclear engineering from Penn State University and master’s degree in 

health physics from Oregon State University. She has eight years of professional experience in 

waste management, decontamination & decommissioning, and transportation. Amanda now 

manages a team of ten and is responsible for radioactive and hazardous waste shipments. 

Contact Amanda at amajcher127@gmail.com.   

David DiCello is a Certified Health Physicist with Radiation Safety and Control Services, Inc. 

(RSCS) with extensive background and experience in decommissioning projects at Oyster Creek, 

Vermont Yankee, Diablo Canyon, Harborview Medical Center, TMI 2, and Kewaunee. David’s 

experience also includes serving as the Radiation Protection Manager at Limerick, Peach 

Bottom, and Brunswick Nuclear Power Plants with over 27 years of Operational Health Physics 

mailto:email@philrutherford.com
mailto:amajcher127@gmail.com
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experience before retiring from the utility business in 2016. Contact David at 

dcdicello@radsafety.com.  

Ken Gavlik is the Vice-President of Radiological Services for Philotechnics, Ltd., and has an 

extensive background, and over twenty-five years of experience in all disciplines of radiological, 

waste, environmental and remediation services management; NORM/TENORM projects; 

MARSSIM Decommissioning; Subject Matter Expert for New York City Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene Emergency Planning and Preparedness Radiological Advisory Committee; 

and member of Radiological Operations Support Specialist (ROSS) initial pilot program/training 

and FEMA Typed ROSS with hands on DNDO PRND and Securing the Cities experience. Ken and 

his teams have successfully decommissioned over one-hundred sites and facilities across the 

United States, including more than eighty in the last eight years in California. Contact Ken at 

kegavlik@philotechnics.com.  

Mike Grey is a Board-Certified Health Physicist and Occupational Hygienist with 35-years’ 

experience in the nuclear industry. He began his career in a hospital diagnostic imaging 

department and was subsequently employed at a nuclear generating station. He served as 

Responsible Health Physicist at both a nuclear fuel fabrication facility and a radiochemical & 

radiopharmaceutical processing facility and then managed the Environment, Health & Safety 

department for a nuclear EPCM company. He currently serves as a Principal Consultant with 

Kinectrics Inc. where he specializes in the decommissioning of nuclear facilities, the 

management of radioactive and hazardous wastes and the remediation of contaminated sites. 

Mike served two terms as Chair of the Canadian Standards Association Technical Committee on 

the Decommissioning of Nuclear Facilities (2015-2021) and he was a member of an 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Technical Co-operation Mission to Pakistan on 

planning the decommissioning of heavy water reactors (2018-2019).  He is also a Past-President 

of both the Canadian Radiation Protection Association and the Occupational Hygiene 

Association of Ontario. Contact Mike at mike@mggrey.ca.  
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