
IAEA and the Safety and Security of Radioactive
Sources

Guest Speaker: Brian Dodd, President-Elect, HPS

Originally from the U.K., where he worked at Imperial College and
the Royal Naval College in Greenwich, Brian Dodd and his family
moved to the USA in 1978, taking up citizenship in 1993. Until
February 2004, Dr. Dodd was Head of the International Atomic
Energy Agency’s Radiation Source Safety and Security Unit,
managing the IAEA’s efforts in dealing with orphan sources and the
potential use of radioactive sources for radiological terrorism. He is
currently ‘retired’ from the managerial burdens of work, but is still
pursuing the technical aspects as BDConsulting in Las Vegas. Prior
to joining the IAEA he was at Oregon State University for 20 years,
most recently as the Director of its Radiation Center as well as a
Professor of Health Physics and Nuclear Engineering. Dr. Dodd has
been involved with the Health Physics Society for many years,
including terms of office on the Board of Directors and as
Treasurer.  He is currently also Treasurer of IRPA. His fields of
expertise include safety and security of radioactive sources,
transportation of radioactive material, emergency response, training
and research reactors.

This presentation briefly reviews the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and particularly its role in the safety and security of
radioactive sources.  It then traces the rise of international concern
with respect to sources, beginning with orphan source accidents
and more recently with regard to the possible acquisition of sources
for malicious purposes.  International efforts to remediate past
problems and prevent future ones are outlined as well as the role of
the USA in this effort.  The impact on the USA of recent
international developments to increase control over sources is
discussed.  Finally, possible roles for the Health Physics Society
and its members in helping the international community are
proposed.
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NATIONAL SOURCE TRACKING SYSTEM

NRC is amending its regulations to implement a system for tracking radioactive materials used for
academic, medical, and industrial purposes.  The Commission staff is working with other Federal
agencies and the States to develop the National Source Tracking System to track these materials.
The proposed amendment would require licensees to report information on the manufacture, transfer,
receipt, or disposal of these sources of interest to an automated National Source Tracking System,
which NRC would administer.  The materials to be tracked include, but are not limited to, certain
amounts of cobalt-60, strontium-90, cesium-137, iridium-192, and americium-241.  Each licensee
would also have to provide an initial inventory of tracked sources to the National Source Tracking
System and annually verify and reconcile the information in the system.

When fully operational, the tracking system would help NRC and Agreement States to conduct
inspections and investigations, communicate nationally tracked source information to other
government agencies, and verify legitimate ownership and use of nationally tracked sources.  The
NRC has developed and is maintaining an interim database of radioactive sources of interest for both
NRC and Agreement State licensees.  This database would be maintained until the National Source
Tracking System is complete.  During 2002-2003, NRC worked with other agencies and the
international community to reach agreement on which radioactive materials and sources should be
tracked.  Those sources are listed in the International Atomic Energy Agency Code of Conduct on the
Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources.

You can read the full Federal Register notice on the proposal at
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-
14919.htm.

LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY NEWS
Submitted by Darrel Wiedeman

Welcome!
As summer comes to an end I am looking forward to what I hope will be an exciting and satisfying
term as president of your Society.  Your board and I have set increasing our membership and
financial strength as major goals for the Chapter.  We hope to accomplish this in several different
ways that include:

• Reaching out to members of the National who are not yet members of the Midwest Chapter
• Identifying and reaching out to professionals in various activities who may have a radiation

safety function but do not have formal training in Health Physics.
• We are developing a new web site that will improve services to members by enabling online

renewal of membership and registration for events.
• We are examining the meeting venue and will determine what areas best suit our

membership needs.
• We have discussed having a Saturday topical symposium that should permit many

members with busy work schedules an opportunity to get together.
• We will be soliciting increased support from affiliates.  Affiliate support helps subsidize the

cost of meeting and improves the Chapter's financial condition.  Affiliates shall be invited to
present a brief technical presentation at meetings they sponsor.

I hope that you will join us in as many events as possible.  Please write me at eport@rssinc.org or call
me at 847-965-1999 whenever you wish to discuss the Chapter or Health Physics in general.

Eli

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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A Look Back at Our Chapter History

Kit Weaver, Chapter Historian

The Health Physics Society is currently celebrating its 50th anniversary.  The celebration began at the
50th Annual Meeting in Spokane, Washington and will be continuing through the 51st Annual Meeting
in Providence, Rhode Island in June 2006.  As stated in the May 2005 HPS newsletter, the 2005 and
2006 annual meetings will serve as the “bookends” to the celebration which will spotlight the history of
the profession, the Society, and the people who have dedicated their lives to radiation safety.

To help support this celebration and to review the history of our own Chapter, I plan to submit a series
of articles for our newsletter that will highlight the history of the Midwest Chapter and the people who
have served it.  Possibly we could also include a special session as part of one of our Chapter
meetings.  If you have information to share regarding our Chapter’s history, whether it is from your
personal memory or from chapter-related documents in your possession, please contact me at a new
e-mail address I set up, chapterhistory@wowway.com.

Chapter History Trivia

• The Chapter has just passed its 44th birthday.  It was created on June 12, 1961, with the issuance
of a formal Charter from the Health Physics Society.  Refer to the pictured Certificate of Affiliation,
which is actually a plaque, currently in my possession.

• Annual meetings of the HPS were held in Chicago in 1962, 1970, and 1985.  A mid-year meeting
was held in Chicago in 1967.

• The Chapter once published a widely sought after pamphlet entitled, “Health Physics – A New
Profession in the Atomic Age.”  More than 2,600 copies of the fifth printing of this pamphlet were
requested and distributed in early 1969.

• In March 1981, our Chapter membership stood at 211, at or near the Chapter’s highpoint through
its 44 year history.

• In July 1987, the Chapter voted to raise the annual membership dues from $5.00 to $10.00.
Thus, our individual membership dues have remained unchanged for the last 18 years!



Fall Meeting
Featured Speaker: Brian Dodd, President-Elect, HPS

Sponsored by Image Technology, Inc.

Date: Monday, September 12, 2005

Time: 6:00 PM Social Hour
7:00 PM Dinner
8:00 PM Featured Speaker

Location: Greek Islands Restaurant
300 East 22nd Street
Lombard, IL 60148
630-932-4545

Cost: $15.75 per person (plus tax
and tip)

Menu

Avgolemano Soup (Chicken Egg-Lemon Rice Soup)
Greek Salad (with mixed greens, fresh tomatoes,

Greek olives and feta cheese)
Chicken Riganati (1/4 Greek Style Baked Chicken)

Rice and Potato
Coffee or Tea

Choice of Dessert
(Baklava, Galaktobouriko, Karithopita, Rice Pudding,

Crème Caramel, or Ice Cream)

Reservations: Please join us for the Fall meeting of the Midwest Chapter featuring Brian Dodd,
President-Elect of HPS.  Please phone or email your reservation to Bruce
Sanza, Program Chairman, by Wednesday September 7.  Bruce’s email
address is bsanza@northwestern.edu and his phone number is 847-491-2269.

Midwest Chapter Health Physics Society
P.O. Box 513
Westmont, Illinois 60559


