
Editorial 

During the last ten years there has been a very large increase in the number of 
scientists interested in the physical, chemical, and biological effects of radiation- 
particularly ionizing radiation. A vast literature scattered through many journals 
has accumulated, and the yearly output continues to increase. About three years 
ago it became apparent that some organizational coordination in this field was 
highly desirable. After careful study by a representative committee appointed by 
a large group of interested persons at the time of the Oberlin Symposium on Radio- 
biology (June, 1950), the Radiation Research Society was formed, and legally 
incorporated in the District of Columbia on the 28th of March, 1952. The first 
business meeting was held in New York, April 15, 1952. The first annual meeting 
was held at the State University of Iowa, June 22-24, 1953; the scientific program 
and attendance at this meeting gave ample proof of the success of the Society. 
The membership at the present time numbers nearly 400. 

The Radiation Research Society is perhaps unique in that it is expressly organ- 
ized to bring together scientists of widely different backgrounds in a highly spe- 
cialized field-on a perfectly equal basis. To this end, its constitution stipulates 
that: "The Council shall consist of the Officers and 10 elected Councillors. The 
fields of physics, chemistry, biology and medicine shall be represented on the Coun- 
cil each by two Councillors, elected expressly for this purpose. The remaining two 
Councillors shall be elected to represent science in general." 

The objects of the Society are purposely quite broad: "(1) To promote original 
research in the natural sciences relating to radiation. (2) To facilitate integration 
of different disciplines in the study of radiation effects. (3) To promote the diffusion 
of knowledge in these fields." 

Even before the Iowa meeting it became evident that the Society should estab- 
lish a journal for the publication of papers in its field. Soon thereafter arrangements 
were completed with the Academic Press for the publication of RADIATION RE- 
SEARCH as the official organ of the Society. The journal is owned by the Society and 
its editorial policy is determined solely by the Society through the Board of Editors. 

With this issue-Vol. I, No. 1-a new scientific journal is added to the already 
large list. However, the addition has been made after careful consideration and it 
is confidently expected that the journal will simplify the problem of keeping abreast 
of the literature in a rapidly expanding field, by the unification and integration that 
it will bring about. 

G. FAILLA, President 
Radiation Research Society 
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