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The Florida Chapter of the Health Physics Society continued its rich tradition of excellence in 
hosting a joint technical meeting with the Florida Chapter of the American Association of 
Physicists in Medicine October 17th and 18th at the West Palm Beach Marriott. The Florida 
Chapter holds two meetings each year – one in the Spring and the other in the Fall. The venues 
for each of the chapter’s meetings are discussed and determined by the Executive Council prior 
to each meeting, often in collaboration with the Florida AAPM. For several past years the Fall 
meeting was held in Gainesville near the University of Florida. This location provided easy 
participation by many of the student members of both chapters that were attending the university, 
but was a long distance for membership traveling from the lower latitudes of our long state. The 
West Palm Beach Marriott was a familiar choice as this was the headquarters hotel for the HPS 
when the Florida Chapter hosted the 56th Annual Meeting at the Palm Beach Convention Center 
in 2011. 
  
The most important function on the first day of each meeting is the meeting of the chapter 
officers to discuss current chapter business and handle any outstanding issues for the following 
days technical agenda. Many times the first day also involves a friendly round of golf sponsored 
by the Chapter’s generous affiliate members. The technical sessions on the second day included 
a variety of topical presentations providing continuing education and professional development 
opportunities for all attendees. The morning FCHPS/FLAAPM combined session opened with an 
outstanding keynote address by Gary A. Ezzell, PhD, Chair of the AAPM Board, on 
credentialing and a novel medical incident learning system followed by University of Florida 
professor Dr. Wesley Bolch sharing new qualitative tools for medical imaging risk/benefit 
optimization. After a necessary break to enjoy refreshments, meet with colleagues, and visit the 
extensive vendor exhibit area the Florida State Bureau of Radiation Control’s Amy Carlson and 
Mike Stephens provided information on current medical incidents including machine errors and 
an update on the strontium breakthrough issue associated with cardiac PET imaging. Debbie 
Gilley, CHP closed the morning session discussing international radiation protection activities 
based on experience gained working for the IAEA. 
  
After the catered lunch the Chapters broke into separate technical sessions dedicated to their 
specific topical disciplines for the remainder of the afternoon. Jay Maisler, CHP shared his 
analysis of the Nuclear Renaissance based on his extensive experience in the commercial nuclear 
sector. Joshua Mocherman, an instructor at Riverview High School shared insights on nuclear 
science as a high school elective. The final two technical presentations of the meeting were given 



be Elliott Stepusin and David Borrego, students at the University of Florida, each presenting 
their novel applications of the UF Hybrid Phantom Library. 
  
Chapter members should save the date for the 2014 Spring Meeting, April 10th and 11th in 
Orlando. An invitation to attend our meetings is always extended to any HPS colleagues who 
happen to be visiting the Sunshine State. 
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