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2021 Annual FCHPS in St. Augustine, FL 

September 24th at the Renaissance, World Golf Village Resort 

Finally We Meet Again!! 

 

The FL Chapter HPS held our 2021 Annual Fall meeting in St. Augustine, FL on September 24th at 
the Radisson Inn World Golf Village and Resort. Finally, we meet again in person since the 
advent of COVID-19 in early 2020! There was close to 50 in attendance, including affiliates. 
[Note: We did have a virtual meeting fall of 2020 which was very successful.] 

The facilities were great as well as the presentations.   As usual an Executive Board meeting was 
held Thursday afternoon followed by an evening social with drinks and appetizers on the 
outdoor deck. The food was superb, including the social, breakfast and lunch on Friday.  

As always, the meeting gives attendees the 
opportunity to meet with friends and colleagues 
and includes the opportunity to meet with 
vendors and affiliates. Especially since it’s been 2 
years since we’ve physically seen each other! 
Several of our vendors and affiliates have been 
with us for many, many years and we look forward 
to visiting with them each time. This meeting was 
attended by F & J Specialty Products, Landauer, 
Mirion/Canberra Technologies, Ametek/Ortec 
Advanced Measurement Technology, PL Medical 
Radiation Dosimetry Services, and Radiation 
Safety & Protection. Our President Tom Morgan 
said a few opening comments to get things 
started. We were then honored by the current 
President of National Health Physics Society, Dr. 
John Cardarelli II who presented “The Value of HPS 
Membership” and, a thought-provoking 
presentation/discussion on “Why it’s Time to Move 
Beyond LNT”.   

  

Tom Morgan, President FCHPS introduces Dr. John 
Cardarelli II, President National HPS. Photo by Joe 
Danek. 
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• Kurt Geber, Radiation 
Protection Officer at 
Kennedy Space Center gave 
a very interesting 
presentation on “HP 
Support Operations during 
the Launch of MARS 
Perseverance”. Kurt provided 
MARS 2020 patches and pins, and MARS 2020 Perseverance adhesive labels to the 
attendees.   

 

• Debbie Gilley (she’s back!!) 
presented “IAEA Safety 
Report Series No. 104-
Radiation Protection and 
Safety in Veterinary 
Medicine”. You could 
imagine how difficult it is to 
treat horses.  

 

 

 
• Kevin Nelson, Medical 

Health Physicist & RSO at 
Mayo Clinic Arizona 
presented “IRPA  16 
Update –FCHPS Role”. This 
renowned international 
conference will be held in 
Orlando July 2024. Kevin is 
the International Congress Organizing 
Committee Chair. This meeting is 
planned to be a combined IRPA and National HPS conference. 1,500 to 2,000 attendees 

Kurt Geber, center, with FCHPS president Tom Morgan at the 2021 Fall 
meeting at World Golf Resort, St. Augustine, FL.  Photo by Joe Danek. 

Debbie Gilley presenting at the 2021 FCHPS Fall meeting.  
Photo by Sherri Nickell. 

Kevin Nelson discussing the upcoming 2024 IRPA 
international conference.  Photo by Sherri Nickell. 
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 are expected! CarolAnn Inbornone and Debbie Gilley, both FCHPS members are leading our 
Chapters roles in supporting the meeting. They’ll be reaching out for help.  

 

• Patrick Murphy, Executive Director for International Laser Display Association presented 
“Consumer Laser Pointers: Eye Injuries and Aircraft Illuminations”. You’d be amazed at 
how many aircraft laser light (reported) incidences occur each year and resulting eye 
damage (actually, permanent damage is very rare). Patrick provided a demonstration on 
various types of lasers power by popping black balloons. 

 

• Steve Rima of North Wind Group presented “Experience with Characterization and 
Remediation in Japan after the Fukushima Daichi Accident”. Steve showed many slides 
including ground deposition of fall out and the aftermath clean-up effort. Tremendous 
amount of hands-on clean up by the local residents to return to their evacuated land- 
Special Decon Area. Final disposal of contaminated refuse remains a big concern.  

 

• Tom Morgan finished with a presentation on the ‘State of the Chapter”. He attended a 
Chapter Leadership meeting with HPS leadership and asked that the chapter be notified 
when a Florida resident is accepted for membership in HPS.  We will contact the 
member directly with information about the chapter and a membership application.  
Tom also reviewed some of the benefits of membership in the national HPS and listed a 
number of areas where HPS is working with national and international agencies to 
advance the science of health physics.  He also led a general discussion of how the 
chapter could support IRPA-16 in 2024. He finished with a discussion of efforts of the 
HPS Title Protection Committee.   

 

The Chapter Board has remained active during this COVID-19 period holding several conference 
calls. Several new members have joined the Chapter since our last Newsletter.  

Due to COVID-19 most Board members and Officers agreed to retain their position for and 
additional year (2020 -2021). An election was held Spring of this year and our newly elected 
Officers include Roland Branly, Professor of Physics at Broward College, as President –Elect, 
James Holland, Mayo Clinic, as Secretary, and Jamie Gurney, NASA, as Executive Board 
member- Membership Coordinator. Coming off the Board include Craig Kinne, Secretary, and 
Clark Connelly Executive Board – Membership Coordinator. Thank you both Craig and Clark for  
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your service to the Chapter. Tom Morgan, our current President, has agreed to stay on one 
more year to mentor Roland, as he fulfills his President –Elect duties  

Our website has been recently updated by Tristan Timm, a past President, who has volunteered 
as our Webmaster over the past several years. Active discussions are underway to upgrade our 
website with creative ideas. Clark Connelly has been working to consolidate various member 
lists onto a single version hosted on Google Docs. The intent is to provide appropriate access 
through links on our chapter website. Chapter members and affiliates will have access to their 
applicable folders, while the master files will only be accessed by authorized officers for viewing 
or updating information.  

 

FCHPS Business Meeting was held 
right after lunch. First our supporting 
Vendors were introduced, and each 
gave a brief presentation of their 
products. As usual the Vendors set up 
their Exhibit Booths to meet during 
breaks.   

Next election cycle will be coming up 
soon. Open positions include 
President-elect, Treasurer, and Executive 
Council Member – Venue Coordinator.  
Our current Treasurer, Rod Nickell is 
going to step down after 5 years fulfilling this position! [Thanks Rod!]  

During the Business Meeting, Tom Morgan introduced the new officers, reviewed the state of 
the chapter’s finances, and mentioned that the chapter has 79 active members, 23 who have 
paid dues for 2022 and reminded attendees that dues were suspended for 2020 and 2021 due 
to COVID 19. Our next planned meeting is for April 2022 at the Marriott Resort in Hutchinson 
Island. We’re working with the AIHA for another successful joint meeting. 

The FCHPS golf tournament is back! During the last meeting, multiple members and affiliates 
indicated that they would be interested in a golf outing prior to the next meeting. The hotel 
tentatively selected for the Spring 2022 meeting has a par-61 executive golf course onsite, 
which is the perfect opportunity to bring back this tradition. The tournament would be held on 
Thursday morning/afternoon before the night-out social, the time and format dependent on  

  

Tom Morgan, President FCHPS, leads the FCHPS Business 
Meeting.  Photo by Sherri Nickell. 
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number of players. Spouses and all skill levels are welcome. If you're interested in participating, 
email Clark Connelly at clarkconnelly@gmail.com. 

 

 

Staff Changes at Bureau of Radiation Control 
 

 

During the past several months there’s been some changes at the state regulatory level. 

New License Reviewers in Tallahassee:  Joyce McElroy; Giovanna Manning; Megan Thorpe 

New CE Coordinator:  Brittany Morrison 

New Field Inspectors:   

North Region – Wredee Chie    West Region – Jay Montero 

Central Region – Ruby Cupid; Judy Atkinson  South Region – Yevgeniya Shpiner 

 

New Power Plant Surveillance Staff: Dale McDonough; Monroe Cooper; Kristen Peterson 

New Calibration Lab Staff: Ashley Pierre-Saint; Kyro Boom; Guillermo Vasquez 

 
Until We Meet Again! 

 
Finally, we hope everyone is safe and healthy throughout the rest of the year.  We look forward to 
gathering again with the AIHA Florida Chapter on April 7 & 8th 2022 at the Marriott Hutchinson Island, 
FL.  Stay tuned for details!  
 

 
  

mailto:clarkconnelly@gmail.com
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