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Baltimore-Washington Chapter 

of the Health Physics Society, Inc. 

Newsletter — March 2021 

From the President 

Over the last few months Nancy and I have enjoyed getting out to 

explore the many parks around the DMV. At times, I’m reminded 

of Yogi Berra’s quote that “Nobody Goes There Anymore; it’s too 

crowded.” Where did all the people go, we ask ourselves. A nor-

mally bustling metropolitan area continues to be on hold, and it 

looks like it will be summer before things begin to return to normal. 

I read in February that inoculations in the U.S. now exceed the 

number of positive COVID-19 cases, north of 30 million. Estimates 

for when we will reach herd immunity range from April to Septem-

ber. Which leads me to the following: we decided to move our an-

nual business meeting to virtual. I know what you are saying – “I’m 

zoomed and webinar’d out!” Unfortunately, we felt we had to make 

this decision, given that the meeting is planned for Friday, May 7, 

2021. President-Elect Wangler is planning an excellent agenda is 

looking for members (including students and faculty) to submit titles 

of papers to be considered for presentation. (See page 4 for addi-

tional details). To encourage others to submit their own ideas, I told Mike I would present work I did a few 

years ago on the BADGER (Boron Areal Density Gauge for the Evaluation of spent nuclear fuel Racks) sys-

tem, or maybe the work I did with the Mobile Uranium Facility. 

Last month, I wrote a memo to the XCOM titled, “Proposed Measures to Increase “Active” Membership and 

Interaction Among BWCHPS Members, in Light of a Global Pandemic.” We’re still working out the details, 

but here are four specific outcomes: 

1. Reduce annual membership dues to $5.00 for the next annual period. New members dues will also be 

$5.00 for the next annual period. 

2. Reduce annual Affiliates dues from $250.00 to $125.00 for the next annual period. 

3. Establish a committee to evaluate what other local technical societies are doing to manage the con-

straints of Covid-19 on their membership and report suggestions to the XCOM. The committee is com-

prised of Bill Blakely, Korressa Williams, and Gary Chen. If you have any ideas to promote active mem-

bership in BWCHPS, please share them with the committee.    

4. Establish a Student & Faculty Liaison, to work with the Membership 

Chair to encourage and facilitate involvement of students and faculty in 

BWCHPS activities. Ryan Tan, an NGFP Fellow within NA-84, agreed to 

take on this role (see picture to the left). 

Stay tuned for more details in the near future, where we hope to outline  

new and creative ideas from the committee aimed at strengthening and 

growing our chapter of the HPS. 

Jeff Chapman 

President, BWCHPS 
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Upcoming Events 

Date: 07 Apr 2021 

Time: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm ET 

Location: Virtual Meeting 

The Fourth Gilbert W. Beebe Webinar: Health Effects from Chernobyl and 

Fukushima 

Date: 14 Apr 2021 

Time: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm ET 

Location: Virtual Meeting 

Joint Meeting ANS-DC Section and BWCHPS 

Date: 19-20 Apr 2021 

Location: Virtual Meeting 

2021 Annual Meeting of the National Council on Radiation Protection and 

Measurements (NCRP) 

Date: 26-27 Apr 2021 

Location: Virtual Meeting 

2021 Virtual Council on Ionizing Radiation Measurements and Standards 

(CIRMS) Annual Meeting 

Date: 07 May 2021 

Time: 8:30 am - 12:00 pm ET 

Location: Virtual Meeting 

Annual Meeting of the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics 

Society 

Recent Past Events 

Date: 18 Mar 2021 

Time: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

NCRP: Who We Are and What We Do  

Kathryn D. Held, Ph.D, President, National Council on Radiation Protection 

and Measurements 

Date: 18 Feb 2021 

Time: 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Guidance for Medical Physicists Responding to a Nuclear or Radiological 

Emergency 

Debbie Gilley, International Atomic Energy Agency 

Date: 14 Jan 2021 

Time: 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

UNSCEAR: Present and Future Activities 

Ms. Borislava Batandjieva-Metcalfe, United Nations Scientific Committee on 

the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) 

Date: 10 Dec 2020 

Time: 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Identifying the Best Protection: Time for a Change? 

Dr. Ted Lazo, Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) 

Registration and additional details, including information about other events not sponsored by BWCHPS, are 

available, on both the new BWCHPS website (https://bwchps.org/events_calendar)  
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Executive Committee Officer Elections for 2021-2022 

The election of new officers for 2021-2022 has and ends on April 27, 2021. Elections are for the offices of 

President-Elect, Secretary, and Affiliates Director. The ballot and rules can be found on the new website 

(https://bwchps.org) Biographical sketches are included below.  

Candidate for President-Elect:  Korressa Williams-Lee is a health physicist through train-

ing and on the job experiences. She has a bachelor’s degree in physics from South Caroli-

na State University and a master’s degree in physics/material science from Fisk Universi-

ty. She began her career as a trained physicist working on research grants with Henry 

Ford Medical System, Lawrence Livermore National Labs, and the Medical University of 

South Carolina. Through these experiences she developed a deep interest in radiotracers 

and targeted therapies. Her experience with regulations, decommissioning, and industrial 

instrumentation was developed during her tenure as a health physicist with Radiation Ser-

vice Organization. Korressa is currently a health physicist at the National Institutes of 

Health where she supports radioactive material involved research across different spectrums. Mrs. Lee has 

been an active member of BWCHPS for over 6 years. She is currently serving as the chapter’s Secretary. If 

selected for the position of President-Elect, Korressa plans to work hard to ensure the successes of her pre-

decessors are maintained. This means continuing to encourage and promote the recruitment of new chapter 

members and motivating established members to become more active in chapter projects. She also wants to 

focus on expanding the outreach programs to have a deeper impact in all the areas the chapter was launched 

to serve, Baltimore, Washington, and northern Virginia.  

Candidate for Secretary: Dr. Jonathan Gill is currently the Nuclear Incident Response 

Team program manager in FEMA’s CBRN office. Prior to this, Jon spent two and a half 

years at Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Agency (DOE/NNSA) head-

quarters in the Office of Nuclear Incident Response as a fellow and lab detailee where he 

advised and assisted in the management of 3 million dollars of interagency projects in-

volving the Consequence Management program. Before his time at DOE, Jon conducted 

research at the University of Tennessee on optically stimulated luminescence applications to fission track 

counting for nuclear forensics, manufacture of surrogate nuclear debris, and dissolution and fusion methods 

for mass spectral analysis of surrogate and real nuclear debris. In Jon’s previous life, he served eight years in 

the U.S. Army as a Platoon Leader, Company Commander, Brigade Operations Chief, and Battalion Opera-

tions Officer. His military experience spanned leading units up to 125 personnel, managing large ground op-

erations and logistics activities in austere conditions of over 3,500 personnel covering approximately 100,000 

square miles, and construction of single story buildings and roads. Jonathan’s educational background in-

cludes a BS in Nuclear Engineering from the United States Military Academy, a MS in Engineering Manage-

ment from the University of Missouri Science and Technology, and a MS and PhD in Nuclear Engineering 

from the University of Tennessee. Jon lives happily, and newly cramped, in a two bed room apartment in 

northern Virginia with his wife Kristin and five month old daughter Harper. Jon’s favorite movie is the Hunt for 

Red October, and his new COVID hobby is playing board games with his family. 

Candidate for Affiliates Director: Mike Stewart works for the Department of Energy (DOE) 

in the Office of Public Radiation Protection, where he serves as a Health Physicist fo-

cused on release and clearance of property. He joined DOE in the spring of 2020 after 

leaving a career with the U.S. Army, serving 22 years as a Health Physicist. Mike holds a 

MS in Radiation Health Physics from Oregon State University and a B.S. in Nuclear Engi-

neering from Kansas State University. He has been a Certified Health Physicist since 

2008. 
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Update on CHP Exam Preparation Course 

By John Crapo 

We only had two members reach out this year to inquire 

about the Chapter’s CHP Review Course.  This was far 

from a critical mass required to hold a class.  We did no-

tice, in the HPS News recently, that the Columbia Chap-

ter is holding on online Refresher Course.  Details are 

posted here: https://hps.org/membersonly/hpnews/

chapter_news.html and here https://class.cchps.org/ . 

Don’t Miss Future Newsletters 

As we complete our migration to our 

new website, we’ll be migrating e-mail 

lists as well. To ensure you continue 

receiving this newsletter by e-mail, you 

can join the chapter as a plenary or stu-

dent member for the discounted rate of 

$5 per year, or the LISTSERV for free. 

Both options are available at: http://

bwchps.org/join-us/ 

Call for Abstracts for Upcoming May 2021 Annual Meeting of the BWCHPS 

By Michael E. Wangler, President-Elect  

For our 2021 Annual Meeting of the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society on May 7, 

2021, we would like to take this opportunity to invite you to present during the technical program sessions of 

the meeting.  Everyone is welcome to come and share their work, their research, and their experiences. 

So we are putting out a call for up to 12 presentations in a number of radiation protection specialties. Exam-

ple specialties are the following: 

• Academic, Industrial and Research Radiation Safety 

• Emergency Response 

• Environmental Monitoring 

• Medical Physics 

• Operational Health Physics 

• Radiobiology 

• Waste Management 

This is an excellent way to publicize the work that you are performing. We have a diversified membership and 

will welcome a broad spectrum of talks.  Additional information about the event can be found on the event 

website (https://bwchps.org/event_calendar/annual-mtg-of-the-baltimore-washington-chapter-of-the-health-

physics-soc/).  

If you are interested in making a presentation, please submit a presentation title and a short abstract to 

wtci.bwchps.abstracts@gmail.com with the Subject “Abstract for Annual Meeting” as soon as you can but no 

later than April 24, 2021. We look forward to your participation. 
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Update on New BWCHPS Website 

By David Borrego 

We are almost there! By now, all our current active members have received notifications with instructions on 

how to migrate over to the new website. And, 67% (76 of 112) have migrated over—thank you! I’ll be follow-

ing up individually with the remaining members who have yet to migrate over. If you need assistance, or have 

questions, we are happy to help you with this process. Please write to us and we can set a one-on-one ses-

sion with you. 

For all non-members, we encourage you to visit our new website (https://bwchps.org/join-us/) and consider 

becoming a member. To strengthen our membership, the executive committee has voted to reduce member-

ship fees to $5 for the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic. Membership is an important way for you to show 

your support for your local chapter which offers technical programs which encourages scientific exchange be-

tween our members and experts in the fields of radiation safety or related professions.  Our chapter also does 

public outreach in form of nuclear science merit badge days, first responders assistance training, and repre-

sentation at various K-12 STEM nights or science expos.  When the pandemic is over we will resume monthly 

technical dinners for which members receive a discount---membership pays for itself, so why would you not 

join? We will be following up with you on the coming weeks with an email (subject line of “ACTION RE-

QUIRED: Activate Account at BWCHPS.org”). This email will include step-by-step instructions on how to cre-

ate your new account at BWCHPS.org 

Your Webmasters | webmaster@bwchps.org 

The Fourth Gilbert W. Beebe Webinar: Health Ef-

fects from Chernobyl and Fukushima 

The year 2021 marks the 35th anniversary of the Cherno-

byl accident and the 10th anniversary of the Fukushima 

accident. This webinar, hosted by the Nuclear and Radia-

tion Studies Board of the National Academies, will feature 

presentations and discussions on radiation and non-

radiation induced health effects to populations impacted 

by the accidents as well as potential transgenerational 

effects. 

The webinar will be held on 7 April 2021 from 6:00 pm -

 8:00 pm EDT. Additional details are available at https://

bwchps.org/events_calendar/ 

Joint Meeting ANS-DC Section and BWCHPS 

The ANS-DC Section and the BWCHPS host a joint 

meeting on power reactors and related environmental as-

sessments. Guest speakers will include Travis Chapman, 

Licensing Engineer, X-Energy; and J. Stewart Bland, 

CHP, Principal Health Physicist, SC&A and Chesapeake 

Nuclear Services, Inc. 

The webinar will be held on 14 April 2021 from 7:00 pm -

 8:30 pm EDT. Additional details are available at https://

bwchps.org/events_calendar/ 
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2021 Meetings and Conferences 

There are already a number of meetings and conferences scheduled for 2021. 

BWCHPS Annual Meeting, 7 May 2021 

President-elect Mike Wangler is already planning this 4-to-5-hour meeting, with up 

to twelve technical presentations in addition to our standard business meeting.  

Contact Mike Wrangler if you’d like to present. (See page 4 for additional details)  

HPS First Annual Workshop – "A Fresh Perspective", 

23–26 May 2021 

The first annual HPS workshop, "A Fresh Perspective"—will be 

held at Clemson University in Clemson, South Carolina. This 

workshop will focus on early career members and students, 

but everyone is welcome. The Professional Development 

School "Practical Implementation of Internal Dosimetry" will be 

held before the meeting, 21–23 May 2021, also at Clemson 

University. Additional information can be found on the HPS 

website and the meeting’s website at http://burkclients.com/

hps/2021Workshop/site/ 

66th Annual Meeting of the HPS, 25-29 July 2021 

The 66th Annual Meeting of the Health Physics Society (HPS) will be held in 

Phoenix, Arizona. The conference will consist of technical presentations and train-

ing topics, offered by a variety of subject matter experts from various 

disciplines within the public and private sectors. Additional information can be 

found at http://hps.org/meetings/meeting52.html 

Mid-Atlantic States Radiation Conference, 21-22 September 2021 

An online conference will be co-hosted  by state or commonwealth Radiation Control Programs of Delaware, 

Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Soci-

ety.  The conference will consist of technical presentations and training topics, offered by a variety of subject 

matter experts from various disciplines within the public and private sectors. For additional information, 

please email Frieda Fisher-Tyler, islandwok10@gmail.com 
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Chapter Leaders (2020-2021)  
President Jeffrey Chapman chapmanja@ornl.gov 

President-Elect Michael Wangler mike.wangler@gmail.com 

michael@wanglerconsulting.com 

Past President Daniel Blumenthal blumendj@gmail.com 

Secretary Koressa Williams-Lee korressa.williams@nih.gov 

Treasurer William Blakely wfblakely@aol.com 

Affiliate Director Bob Nelson robert.nelson@nrc.gov 

Membership Director Gary Chen chen.gary@epa.gov 

Webmaster David Borrego david.borrego@nih.gov 

Webmaster (associate) Mathew Mille mmille1@gmail.com 

Newsletter (Editor) David Stuenkel davidstuenkel@live.com 

Newsletter (Editor, Associate) Holly Arrigoni fish.girl1@gmail.com 

Chair, Certification Review Course John Crapo jlc_2013@icloud.com 

Historian Edward Tupin etupin@yahoo.com 

Historian (associate) Jeramiah Yeksavich jyeksavich@yahoo.com 

First Responder Assistance 

Training/ Program Director 

Katharine McLellan k_mclellan@verizon.net 

Nominations and Awards Edward Tupin etupin@yahoo.com 

Chapter Director (National HPS) LTC Jama Vanhorne-Sealy jama.d.vanhorne-sealy.mil@mail.mil 

Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society, Inc. 

PO Box 4211, Gaithersburg, MD 20885-4211 

bwchps.org 

The primary purpose of our chapter is to support our members in the practice of their profession by 

offering educational and training opportunities. We hold conferences and technical meetings to give 

our members access to the most cutting-edge scientific information. We also participate in public 

outreach activities to increase public awareness about the benefits and risks associated with ioniz-

ing radiation.  

The chapter's primary objectives are to: 

Encourage scientific exchange between our members and experts in the field of radiation 

safety or related professions. 

Improve public understanding of the problems and needs in radiation safety. 

Provide open lines of communication between our local chapter members and the Health 

Physics Society. 
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Advanced Technologies 

and Laboratories International Inc. 

www.atlintl.com  

Vernon McDougall 

555 Quince Orchard Rd, Suite 500 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

Tel: 301-515-6786 

Fax: 301-972-6904 

mcdougall@atlintl.com 

Atlantic Nuclear Corporation 

www.atnuke.com 

Michael Rook 

100 Weymouth St., Unit E 

Rockland, MA 02370 

Tel: 800-878-9118 

Fax: 781-878-3378 

anc20@att.net 

Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc. 

www.chesnuc.com 

J. Stewart Bland 

788 Sonne Dr 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

Tel: 410-266-9174 

Fax: 410-266-5811 

jsbland@chesnuc.com  

Dade Moeller, An NV5 Company  

www.nv5.com/dade-moeller-is-now-nv5 

Alan Fellman 

9200 Corporate Blvd., Suite #380  

Gaithersburg, MD 20850 

Tel: 301-990-6006  

Fax: 301-990-9878 

alan.fellman@nv5.com

F&J SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, INC.  

www.fjspecialty.com 

Frank Gavila 

404 Cypress Rd 

Ocala, FL 34472 

Tel: 352-680-1177 

Fax: 352-680-1454 

fandj@fjspecialty.com  

Lab Logic 

lablogic.com 

Ashvin Boodhun 

1911 North US Highway 301 

Tampa, FL 33619 

Tel: 813-626-6848 

Fax: 917-225-0651 

aboodhun@lablogic.com 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

www.nrdc.org 

Matthew McKinzie 

1152 15th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20005 

Tel: 202-289-6868 

matthewmckinzie@nrdc.gov  

Rotunda Scientific Technologies 

Joe Rotunda 

3732 Fishcreek Road, Suite 913 

Stow, OH 44224 

Tel: 330-906-3403 

Fax: 330-234-0078 

info@rotundascitech.com 

RSCS, Inc.  

www.radsafety.com 

Fred Straccia 

91 Portsmouth Ave 

Stratham, NH 03885 

Tel: 800-525-8339 

Fax: 603-778-6879 

fpstraccia@radsafety.com  

RSO, Inc. 

www.rsoinc.com 

Steven McDaniel 

P.O. Box 1450 

Laurel, MD 20725-1450 

Tel: 301-953-2482 

Fax: 301-498-3017 

smcdaniel@rsoinc.com  

Tech62, Inc. 

www.tech62.com 

John Mercier 

P.O. Box 420 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

Tel: 703-943-0277 

john.mercier@tech62.com 

 

The Affiliate Membership program was created to provide companies and organizations the opportunity for closer 

contact with health physicists in the Baltimore-Washington metropolitan area. The affiliate membership fees help 

support the Chapter's meetings and public outreach programs. If you are interested in becoming an affiliate, please 

contact our Affiliate Director, Bob Nelson at Robert.Nelson@nrc.gov 

Chapter Affiliates 

http://www.atlintl.com/
http://www.atnuke.com/
http://www.chesnuc.com/
http://www.fjspecialty.com/
http://www.radsafety.com/

