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Baltimore-Washington Chapter 

of the Health Physics Society, Inc. 

Newsletter — December 2020 

The Year 2020 

This time last year, on 11 December 2019, BWCHPS hosted a 

fabulous holiday meeting at the Natural Resources Defense Coun-

cil office in Washington D.C. Like prior years, we talked about how 

much we anticipated spending time with family over the holidays, 

who was coming and who was going, by planes, trains, automo-

biles, and even cruises. We were looking forward at that time to 

the upcoming HPS Midyear Meeting, as well as providing local 

arrangements for the Annual Meeting in National Harbor. Every-

one was optimistic about the year ahead. And as we all know now, 

shortly after we hosted the HPS Midyear, the world as we had 

come to know it changed dramatically. Many of us probably first 

heard about the impending global pandemic from SARS-COV2, 

from a reported quarantine of the Diamond Princess Cruise Ship 

in Yokohama, Japan, on 5 February 2020. By 13 March 2020, 

President Trump had declared a state of emergency under the “Stafford Act”, and in a matter of six short 

weeks, we pivoted from reality to virtual reality, working from home for nearly 9 months, and it looks like at 

least another 2 or 3 months to go! I’ll be completely honest: I do not like telecommuting. While we have seen 

attendance increase for our monthly meetings, to me, there is no replacement for meeting face to face, over 

a cold beverage and a meal. This is how new ideas are spawned and problems are solved, together. 

Nevertheless, we have adapted, and we are moving forward as 

well as we know how. As David Borrego and Matt Mille have point-

ed out and will continue to lead us in, is the transition of our web-

site. They have put a lot of effort into this and we are looking for-

ward to better service and reduced cost from the hosting site. In 

addition, we’ve made great progress with our e-archiving project. I 

think we are 80% complete with this which will pay dividends for 

years to come. As we move into 2021, I’m particularly interested in 

wrapping these two projects up. In addition, we are looking for any 

new and creative ways we can better serve our members. Mike 

Wangler has planned out the remainder of our year, through May 

2021, with technical meetings. In addition, we are going to push to 

increase membership and affiliates this year – we know this is 

nothing new – but I think we can always improve our communications framework within our profession. As 

always, I’m available anytime for a phone call or text at 865-924-4466, to discuss any idea you may have, 

even if it is just to say hello. We’re also encouraging you to submit a short piece to the newsletter, letters to 

the editor, etc. (I’m going to submit a short piece in January on the mathematics of pandemics.)  

Wishing you and your family a peaceful (and healthy, COVID-free) holiday season.  

Jeff Chapman 

President, BWCHPS  
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Upcoming Events 

Date: 14 Jan 2021 

Time: 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

UNSCEAR: Present and Future Activities 

Ms. Borislava Batandjieva-Metcalfe, United Nations Scientific Committee on 

the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) 

Date: 18 Feb 2021 

Time: 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Guidance for Medical Physicists Responding to a Nuclear or Radiological 

Emergency 

Debbie Gilley, International Atomic Energy Agency 

Recent Past Events 

Date: 10 Dec 2020 

Time: 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Identifying the Best Protection: Time for a Change? 

Dr. Ted Lazo, Nuclear Energy Agency 

Date: 06 Nov 2020 

Time: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm ET 

Location: Zoom Event 

BWCHPS Co-Sponsored Technical Event: Virtual Symposium on Study of 

One Million Radiation Workers & Veterans 

Date: 15 Oct 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Challenges for the Future of the Health Physics Society  

Dr. John Cardarelli II, President-Elect, Health Physics Society 

Date: 24 Sep 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Responsibilities of the Department of Energy’s Attaché to the U.S. Embassy 

in Israel 

Dr. Daniel Blumenthal, U.S. Embassy to Israel 

Date: 17 Sep 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm ET 

Location: 

Microsoft Team Meeting 

Safety Assessment Criteria for the Regulatory Approval of Operation of the 

Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO) Mo-99 

Production Facility 

Dr. Samir Sakar, Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agen-

cy (ARPANSA) 

 

Registration and additional details, including information about other events not sponsored by BWCHPS, are 

available, on the BWCHPS website (https://bwchps.wildapricot.org/events) 
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Be on The Lookout – A New BWCHPS Website is 

Coming! 

Submitted by David Borrego 

Over the past year we have been busy creating a new 

BWCHPS website , and we are excited to finally roll it out! 

The migration to the new website will occur in five waves. 

The first wave of active members will receive an email notifi-

cation on 31 December 2020 with the subject line “ACTION 

REQUIRED: Activate Account at BWCHPS.org”. This email 

will include step-by-step instructions on how to create your 

new account at BWCHPS.org. In the instructions we will provide a unique Coupon Code for you to use that 

will waive all fees for currently active members. We expect all active members will receive their notification 

email by March 2021. To ensure continuity, we will maintain both sites until all active members, inactive mem-

bers, and listserv subscribers have been notified and allowed ample time to migrate over. If you are an active 

dues paying member and have not received a notification email by April 2021, please send an email to your 

webmasters at webmaster@bwchps.org. 

You better watch out 

You better not cry 

Better not pout 

I’m telling you why 

A new website is coming to town. 

We’re making a list,  

And checking it twice;  

Gonna find out who’s migrated or not.  

CHP Exam Preparation Course 

Submitted by John Crapo 

The chapter is considering options for a 2021 CHP 

Exam Preparation Course; if you are interested in tak-

ing this course, please contact John Crapo at 

jcrapo2015@gmail.com 

Message from the Editor— Tell Us What 2020 was Like for You 

For most, if not all of us, 2020 has been a year unlike any other in our lifetimes. For our country, this past 

year has seen a pandemic unlike any since 1918-1920, economic disruptions and hardships unlike any since 

the 1930s, and protests for racial equality and societal changes likely not seen on such a scale since the 

1960s. 

For me personally, 2020 was my first full calendar year living in the Washington DC area and working for the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). After 20 years, working primarily as a government contractor 

from my home (or sometimes a coffeeshop when I could), I was looking forward to having officemates; I have 

now spent more of my brief career at EPA teleworking than working from the office. I still see and talk to my 

coworkers, but now it is via webcams and headsets. That said, I am fortunate to have a job I can do remotely. 

I am blessed that my family and close friends have so far avoided or recovered from COVID-19. Far too 

many have not been so fortunate, and I try not to take these things for granted. 

I imagine in the future when we look back, 2020 will be the year with the asterisk next to it; 2020 was just 

different. We are interested in knowing what 2020 meant to you, personally and/or professionally. We would 

like to publish the reflections of our members and readers in the January 2021 newsletter. If you are interest-

ed in sharing how 2020 impacted your life, in a few sentences or a few paragraphs, please e-mail me at 

davidstuenkel@live.com with a subject line saying “Reflections on 2020” or something similar. 

Best wishes for healthy, safe, and happy year in 2021,  

David Stuenkel 

Newsletter Editor 

Reminder: The deadline to apply to 

take Parts I and/or II of the CHP exam 

in the upcoming year is 15 January 

2021.  
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Awards and Nominations 

Submitted by Edward Tupin 

Even though COVID has made a mess of our usual technical dinner meetings, other chapter operations need 

to continue. One of those is selecting new chapter officers. As happens every year, we will be choosing a 

new President-elect to follow Mike Wangler. In addition, in 2021 we will need to elect a new Secretary, to 

follow Koressa Williams and a new Affiliates Director to follow Bob Nelson. If you are interested in serving in 

any of these positions or know of someone who might be interested, please let me know. Also, if you just 

want to get more information about what is expected of someone serving as a chapter officer or director, con-

tact me or the individual currently serving in the position. 

The nomination process for individuals to fill National Health Physics Society Officer and Director positions 

with terms beginning 2022 is also underway. The HPS nominating committee assembles the slate of candi-

dates from individuals nominated by chapters and sections. One of our chapter members, Mike Boyd, is on 

the current ballot for Director. We are looking for individuals to submit for the next election cycle. 

Awards of the Health Physics Society are also given to individuals nominated by Chapters. This past year, 

Mike Boyd was recognized with the Distinguished Public Service Award. 

HPS considers individuals for the following awards: 

• Robley D. Evans Commemorative Medal  

• Distinguished Scientific Achievement Award  

• Elda E. Anderson Award  

• Founders Award  

• Fellow Award  

• Distinguished Public Service Award  

• Geoffrey G. Eichholz Outstanding Science Teacher Award  

• Student Science Award  

• Health Physics Honor Roll  

• G. William Morgan Lectureship Award  

• Robert S. Landauer, Sr., Lectureship Award  

• Dade Moeller Scholarship Award  

• Dade Moeller Lectureship Award  

Nominations for the awards are made by chapters and sections. Details of the criteria for the awards are 

available on the HPS website. If you know of someone who is deserving of an award from the HPS, let me 

know so we can begin to prepare the award recommendation package. 

For those who might be wondering, both Alan Brodsky and Ray Johnson were honored by HPS in past years. 

Five years must pass after their deaths before they can be recognized for memorialization award. 

I am serving as the focus for these efforts this year. However, all of you chapter members are the “committee” 

whom I need to help identify people who deserve awards and also those who are willing to devote time and 

effort in serving either the HPS or the chapter as an officer or director. 

All recommendations for awards and nominations for HPS offices must be received at HPS Executive Secre-

tariat by COB 28 February 2021.  
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Chapter Leaders (2020-2021)  
President Jeffrey Chapman chapmanja@ornl.gov 

President-Elect Michael Wangler mike.wangler@gmail.com 

michael@wanglerconsulting.com 

Past President Daniel Blumenthal blumendj@gmail.com 

Secretary Koressa Williams-Lee korressa.williams@nih.gov 

Treasurer William Blakely wfblakely@aol.com 

Affiliate Director Bob Nelson robert.nelson@nrc.gov 

Membership Director Gary Chen chen.gary@epa.gov 

Webmaster David Borrego david.borrego@nih.gov 

Webmaster (associate) Mathew Mille mmille1@gmail.com 

Newsletter (Editor) David Stuenkel davidstuenkel@live.com 

Newsletter (Editor, Associate) Holly Arrigoni fish.girl1@gmail.com 

Chair, Certification Review Course John Crapo jlc_2013@icloud.com 

Historian Edward Tupin etupin@yahoo.com 

Historian (associate) Jeramiah Yeksavich jyeksavich@yahoo.com 

First Responder Assistance 

Training/ Program Director 

Katharine McLellan k_mclellan@verizon.net 

Nominations and Awards Edward Tupin etupin@yahoo.com 

Chapter Director (National HPS) LTC Jama Vanhorne-Sealy jama.d.vanhorne-sealy.mil@mail.mil 

Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society, Inc. 

PO Box 4211, Gaithersburg, MD 20885-4211 

bwchps.wildapricot.org  

The primary purpose of our chapter is to support our members in the practice of their profession by 

offering educational and training opportunities. We hold conferences and technical meetings to give 

our members access to the most cutting-edge scientific information. We also participate in public 

outreach activities to increase public awareness about the benefits and risks associated with ioniz-

ing radiation.  

The chapter's primary objectives are to: 

• Encourage scientific exchange between our members and experts in the field of radiation safety 

or related professions. 

• Improve public understanding of the problems and needs in radiation safety. 

• Provide open lines of communication between our local chapter members and the Health 

Physics Society. 
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Advanced Technologies 

and Laboratories International Inc. 

www.atlintl.com  

Vernon McDougall 

555 Quince Orchard Rd, Suite 500 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

Tel: 301-515-6786 

Fax: 301-972-6904 

mcdougall@atlintl.com 

Atlantic Nuclear Corporation 

www.atnuke.com 

Michael Rook 

100 Weymouth St., Unit E 

Rockland, MA 02370 

Tel: 800-878-9118 

Fax: 781-878-3378 

anc20@att.net 

Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc. 

www.chesnuc.com 

J. Stewart Bland 

788 Sonne Dr 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

Tel: 410-266-9174 

Fax: 410-266-5811 

jsbland@chesnuc.com  

Dade Moeller, An NV5 Company  

www.nv5.com/dade-moeller-is-now-nv5 

Alan Fellman 

438 N. Frederick Ave, Suite 220 

Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

Tel: 509-946-0410 

Academy: 800-871-7930 

Fax: 301-990-9878 

alan.fellman@nv5.com

F&J SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, INC.  

www.fjspecialty.com 

Frank Gavila 

404 Cypress Rd 

Ocala, FL 34472 

Tel: 352-680-1177 

Fax: 352-680-1454 

fandj@fjspecialty.com  

Lab Logic 

lablogic.com 

Ashvin Boodhun 

1911 North US Highway 301 

Tampa, FL 33619 

Tel: 813-626-6848 

Fax: 917-225-0651 

aboodhun@lablogic.com 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

www.nrdc.org 

Matthew McKinzie 

1152 15th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20005 

Tel: 202-289-6868 

matthewmckinzie@nrdc.gov  

Rotunda Scientific Technologies 

Joe Rotunda 

3732 Fishcreek Road, Suite 913 

Stow, OH 44224 

Tel: 330-906-3403 

Fax: 330-234-0078 

info@rotundascitech.com 

RSCS, Inc.  

www.radsafety.com 

Fred Straccia 

91 Portsmouth Ave 

Stratham, NH 03885 

Tel: 800-525-8339 

Fax: 603-778-6879 

fpstraccia@radsafety.com  

RSO, Inc. 

www.rsoinc.com 

Steven McDaniel 

P.O. Box 1450 

Laurel, MD 20725-1450 

Tel: 301-953-2482 

Fax: 301-498-3017 

smcdaniel@rsoinc.com  

Tech62, Inc. 

www.tech62.com 

John Mercier 

P.O. Box 420 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

Tel: 703-943-0277 

john.mercier@tech62.com 

 

The Affiliate Membership program was created to provide companies and organizations the opportunity for closer 

contact with health physicists in the Baltimore-Washington metropolitan area. The affiliate membership fees help 

support the Chapter's meetings and public outreach programs. If you are interested in becoming an affiliate, please 

contact our Affiliate Director, Bob Nelson at Robert.Nelson@nrc.gov 

Chapter Affiliates 

http://www.atlintl.com/
http://www.atnuke.com/
http://www.chesnuc.com/
http://www.fjspecialty.com/
http://www.radsafety.com/



