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MARCH  2018 

Ray Johnson 
Newsletter Editor 

 
Dinner     Meeting    Announcement 

Tuesday,        March  20,  2018 

Radium      
 Glimmer     - discovery 
 Flash           - historic uses 
 Afterglow   - clean-up 

 Radium Contamination at Non-Military Sites 
Across the Country 

David Misenhimer, P.E. 
Project Manager, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Division of Decommissioning, Uranium Recovery, 
  and Waste Programs  

6 pm  Social Hour, cash bar        7 pm Dinner       8 pm Speaker  
 

Carneros Room at Seasons 52 
11414 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20852 

301-984-5252    http://www.seasons52.com/home 
Cost 

$30 Members,    $40 Non-Members,    $10 Students 
Menu  

Signature Flatbread Appetizers,   Organic Field Greens Salad 
Choice of Entrée,  Mini Indulgence Desserts 

Coffee,   Iced Tea,  Soft Drinks Included.   Cash Bar 
RSVP 

Requested by Noon, March 19.   
Register online   or email Ed Tupin (etupin@yahoo.com) 

    David Misenhimer is a pro-
ject manager for NRC’s non-
military radium and military 
radium programs.  Prior to this 
appointment, David worked as 
a project manager in the Office 
of New Reactors and Office of 
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards.   
      His experience ranges from design certifica-
tion and licensing application reviews to spent 
fuel repository application review.  Prior to join-

ing the NRC, he worked on 
hazardous waste cleanup pro-
grams.   
    David, a registered profes-
sional engineer, holds a Bach-
elor of Science degree in En-
vironmental Sciences and 

Resource Management from Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, PA, and a Master of Science degree 
in Civil Engineering, from the University of 
Maryland, College Park. 

http://www.seasons52.com/home�
mailto:etupin@yahoo.com�
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  Dr. Ruthan Lewis gave an energetic talk on  “Radiation - A 
Cosmic Hazard to Human Habitation in Space” on Feb. 21 

 

Chapter Leaders   2017 - 2018 
 

Ed Tupin  -               President 
Ray Johnson  -         Secretary 
Jeancarlo Torres  -  Treasurer 
Andrew Giagnacova  - 
   Membership Director  
James Dillard  -      Affiliates Director 
Matthew Mille  -     Webmaster 
Ray Johnson  -        Newsletter  Editor 
Joel Rabovsky  -      Historian 
John Crapo - CHP Exam Prep Course 
Tanya Palmateer Oxenberg  -  
         Nominations 
Matthew Mille- Acting Program Chair 
Mike  Boyd  -          Programs 
John Cardarelli  -   HPS Liaison 
 
 

    Matt Mille, Acting Program Chair, introduces the speaker, Dr. Ruthan  
Lewis, at our dinner meeting on  Feb. 21 at the Far East Restaurant in  
Rockville, MD.   About 25 attendees enjoyed the family style Chinese din-
ner and fellowship.           
    Slides from the terrific presentation by Dr. Lewis can be seen at the  
Chapter’s website  http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/meeting_archive                
 
You will need to log in with your email and password as a member. 
 

http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/meeting_archive�
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Chapter Dinner Meeting on Feb. 21, 2018 

Siobhan Light (a high school student doing an internship at 
NASA Goddard) with Tanya Palmateer Oxenberg  

Dr. Ruthan  Lewis 

Wesley Wu with Tom Johnston,  
newly elected HPS Board member 

Caridad Borras with Jim Lewis 

              Ed Tupin with Jeancarlo Torres            John Jacobus            Mike Weber 
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Message from President, Ed Tupin 

     March begins the last quarter of our chapter year, and my last 
few months as president. Its been an interesting second go-
around.  I am most appreciative of the many people who have 
given so much time and effort to make the year what it has been. 
Even though the months remaining are few, there is much activi-
ty still to come. 
      Our March dinner meeting will be held at Seasons 52 in 
Rockville on Tuesday, March 20. The Technical Program will 
feature David Misenhimer, P.E. from the US Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC). His topic will be: Radium: Glimmer 
(discovery); Flash (historic uses); and Afterglow (clean-up).   
NRC's Role in Ensuring Public Health and Safety Regarding 
the Historic Use of Radium. 
     Only in the last few decades has radium been part of the NRC 
regulatory purview. Before that is was the responsibility of the 
various states to regulate the possession and use of radium within 
the state. I look forward to an enlightening talk about one of the 
radioactive materials with the longest history of many and  var-
ied uses of any radioactive isotope. Indeed, radium easily can be 
pointed to as the reason for the existence of the profession of 
health physics.  
     We are still working toward an event on the NS Savannah, the 
only commercial nuclear powered vessel ever to sail in the US 
merchant fleet. The Savannah 
is currently docked in Balti-
more Harbor. Stay tuned and 
watch the chapter website for 
details about the April meet-
ing. 
      Our chapter annual meet-
ing will be Friday, May 11 
this year.  The technical pro-
gram for the meeting is devel-
oping nicely. Matt Mille has 
been doing a lot of hard work 
to make an interesting and 
useful program. Once again 
we expect to have some stu-
dents from the Georgetown 
University Health Physics 
program speak at the meeting. 
I know I enjoyed the student 
presentations at last year’s 
meeting. The initial draft program for the annual meeting is post-
ed on the chapter website. 
     John Boice, President of the National Council on Radiation 
Protection and Measurement (NCRP) will once again present. 
This will be his last presentation to us as president of NCRP, as 
he has announced his intention to retire as NCRP president to 
spend more time on the million person study of radiation expo-
sure. 
      The National Council on Radiation Protection and Measure-
ment (NCRP) just concluded its annual meeting this first week of 
March. The subject area of the meeting was medical radiation 
exposure, with particular emphasis on exposure to the patient. 
Exposures of patients to radiation from computed tomography 
(CT), positron emitter (PET scanning and radiation therapy pro-
vided the bulk of the doubling of the average individual radiation 
exposure of the population of the US. The proceedings of the 

meeting will be published in a future edition of the Health Phys-
ics Journal. The NCRP meeting is always a good way to see 
health physics colleagues and meet new ones.  For those who are 
certified, this meeting is a source of continuing education credits. 
     February was a busy month. We had our postponed January 
meeting,  which featured Dr. Lisa Cahoon talking about health 
effects of ultraviolet radiation. Nonionizing radiation topics are 
rare at our meetings. This was a very informative change of pace. 
Then later we had our regularly planned February Technical Din-
ner Meeting.  Dr. Ruthan Lewis gave a very interesting presenta-
tion about radiation that exists beyond the earth’s magneto-
sphere. We need a better understanding of “what’s out there” so 
we humans can better plan and prepare as we work toward the 
goal of sending humans first back to the moon and then on to 
Mars. 
    Another meeting coming soon to our area is the annual meet-
ing of the Council on Ionizing Radiation Measurements and 
Standards (CIRMS), which will be held April 16-18 at the Na-
tional Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST). The meet-
ing will have three main focus areas: medical application of radi-
ation; homeland security and industrial uses of radiation. There 
is a more detailed description of the meeting on the chapter web-
site and a link to the CIRMS meeting website.   

      The Delaware Val-
ley Society for Radia-
tion Safety (DVSRS) 
(HPS chapter centered 
around Philadelphia, 
PA) is sponsoring a 
one day training 
course on Department 
of Transportation reg-
ulations for transporta-
tion of radioactive 
material. The course 
will be held at the Inn 
at Villanova Universi-
ty just outside Phila-
delphia. More details 
and registration infor-
mation are available 
on both our chapter 
website and the 

DVSRS web site. If you need training on radioactive material 
shipping, this is an opportunity for you. 
      The Academic, Industrial and Research Section of the Health 
Physics Society will have a booth at the USA Science and Engi-
neering Festival, also known as SciFest, to be held April 6 and 7 
in the DC Convention Center. This is the largest event of its kind 
in the US. The section has asked for assistance in staffing the 
booth. Here is an opportunity to explain radiation and radiation 
safety to the next generation. Sign up using the chapter web site.  
      The slate of nominees for chapter officers will be available 
soon.  A great big thank you goes to Tanya Oxenberg for all her 
hard work in finding the nominees.  The chapter needs good of-
ficers  to continue to function as well as it has in the past.  Now it 
is time for all of us to vote! The electronic ballot link is available 
to paid members on the members only portion of the chapter 
website.  
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 Chapter Affiliates,   James Dillard,   Director 

Advanced Technologies and  
Laboratories International Inc.  
 
Vernon McDougall 
555 Quince Orchard Rd, Suite 500 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
Tel: 301-515-6786 
Fax: 301-972-6904 
mcdougall@atlintl.com 
 
Atlantic Nuclear Corporation  
 
Michael Rook 
100 Weymouth St., Unit E 
Rockland, MA 02370 
Tel: 800-878-9118 
Fax: 781-878-3378 
anc20@att.net 
 
Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc.  
 
J. Stewart Bland 
788 Sonne Dr 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Tel: 410-266-9174 
Fax: 410-266-5811 
jsbland@chesnuc.com 
 
Dade Moeller, An NV5 Company  
 
Alan Fellman 
438 N. Frederick Ave, Suite 220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
Tel: 509-946-0410 
Academy: 800-871-7930 
Fax: 301-990-9878 
alan.fellman@nv5.com 

 F&J SPECIALTY  
PRODUCTS, INC. 

 
Frank Gavila 
404 Cypress Rd 
Ocala, FL 34472 
Tel: 352-680-1177 
Fax: 352-680-1454 
fandj@fjspecialty.com 
 
JL Shepherd & Associates 
 
Wayne Norwood 
1010 Arroyo Ave. 
San Fernando, CA 91340 
Tel: 818-898-2361 
Fax: 818-361-8095 
waynenorwood3@hotmail.com 
 
RSCS, Inc.  
 
Fred Straccia 
91 Portsmouth Ave 
Stratham, NH 03885 
Tel: 800-525-8339 
Fax: 603-778-6879 
fpstraccia@radsafety.com  
 
RSO, Inc. 
 
Steven McDaniel 
P.O. Box 1450 
Laurel, MD 20725-1450 
Tel: 301-953-2482 
Fax: 301-498-3017 
smcdaniel@rsoinc.com  

First Responder Meeting 
Kathy McLellan 

      If you are interested 
in joining the first re‐
sponder group, we will be 
having a mee ng on  
 

April 29, 2018  
at 2 pm    

 
We will meet at my house 

at 

12221 Thorn Grove Place,  
Germantown MD 20874  

240-401-6019 
      We have a number of ini a ves in place and wel‐
come chapter members joining us. For those who are 
current members of the group there is no need to re‐
spond to rejoin. Please contact me by email for more 
informa on at 

k_mclellan@verizon.net 

Friday,   May 11, 2018 
 

Maggiano's Little Italy 
Chevy Chase 

 

5333 Wisconsin Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

 

A full-day technical program is being developed  
 

Schedule at a Glance 
 
8 am    Continental Breakfast  
9 am to Noon    Morning Technical Program  
Noon   Family-style Lunch 
~1 pm   Chapter Business 
1 pm to 4 pm   Afternoon Technical Program 
 

Registration Fee 

Current Members - $40  
Non-Members - $65 

Students - $20 

Parking 
Park at Chevy Chase Pavilion parking garage. 

Use the entrance located near Cheesecake Factory  
(5345 Wisconsin Ave NW).   

 

Metro 
The Friendship Heights Metro Station is a short 

walk from the restaurant.   

2018 Annual BWCHPS Meeting 

John Boice, ScD , President, National Council on Radiation  
 Protection and Measurements  
Alexandra Levy, MA, Vice President, Atomic Heritage Foundation,
 “Health Physics and the Manhattan Project” 
Lene Veiga, PhD, Epidemiologist, National Cancer Institute  

“Goiânia Radiological Accident: Brazilian Experience with 
Risk Communication” 

Keith Griffin, MS, Fellow, National Cancer Institute 
“Planned dosimetry updates to the Atomic Bomb Survivor 
Cohort” 

Ray Johnson, CHP, Director, Radiation Safety Counselling Institute, 
“How Radiation Safety Decisions are Made in the Blink of an Eye” 
Georgetown University - Latest research by students from the Health 
 Physics program  
 

Other speakers are being confirmed.  We are also inviting our affili-
ates to setup vendor tables.  More details will follow.   
Register on our website today! 

Register Online 
http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2670039 

Annual Meeting Confirmed Speakers 

mailto:mcdougall@atlintl.com�
mailto:anc20@att.net�
mailto:jsbland@chesnuc.com�
mailto:alan.fellman@nv5.com�
mailto:fandj@fjspecialty.com�
mailto:waynenorwood3@hotmail.com�
mailto:fpstraccia@radsafety.com�
mailto:smcdaniel@rsoinc.com�
https://www.wmata.com/rider-guide/stations/friendship-hghts.cfm�
http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2670039�
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     The Academic, Industrial & Re-
search Radiation Section (AIRRS) of 
the HPS will have an interactive ex-
hibit at the 2018 USA Science and 
Engineering Festival (SciFest).  
 
    SciFest’s mission is to stimulate 
and sustain the interest of our nation’s 
youth in Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Mathematics (STEM) by 
producing and presenting the most 
compelling, exciting and educational 
Festival in the world.   
 
    The SciFest will be held at the 
Washington DC Convention Center 
on: 
 

 Friday, April 6  
(9 AM – 3 PM)  

(Sneak Peek Friday,  
for pre-registered attendees only) 

 Saturday, April 7  
 (10 AM – 6 PM) 

 Sunday, April 8  
(10 AM – 4 PM) 

 

     AIRRS is going to need help with planning, set-
ting up, and running our booth.  We could surely use 
all local HP’s to lend a hand!  We will be located in a 
quadrant of four health physics booths, all with fun 
hands-on activities and available experts.  Our hope 
is to showcase some small radioactive sources and 

have Geiger counters and other instru-
ments to let the attendees play detec-
tive.  Some teleconference planning meet-
ings will be held in the months/weeks lead-
ing up to April so we can discuss our ideas 
to make this event a success.  We need A 
LOT of volunteers to make this work; es-
pecially to run the exhibit. Volunteers will 
work a 2-hour shift so you don’t need to be 
there the whole time.  You will find it fun 
and rewarding.  Check out the website vid-
eo to get an idea of exhibits and shows 
from 2016 – the SciFest is amazing!   
 

Please notify Cathy Ribaudo from the 
AIRRS Section, at  

cribaudo@nih.gov  
or 301-594-1303  

if you want to volunteer in 2018.   
 

     You may want to check out the program of events 
as the Festival draws closer and plan to bring your 
family for all of the fun activities and speakers; it will 
be a real “Who’s Who” among the scientific 
world.  Sign up for a shift at the AIRRS booth and 
then enjoy the rest of the event in your own free time.  
 

    SciFest is organized by Science Spark, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit science outreach organization, and is  

funded through corporate sponsorships, government 
grants, and private donations.  The Festival is free of 

charge to attendees.  Fuel your curiosity at 
www.usasciencefestival.org 

 

Cathy Ribaudo Invites Chapter Members to Support the HPS Booth at SciFest 2018 

Why Exhibit  at SciFest ? 

 

 350K+ attendees, including K-12 students and 
their teachers, families,  

 Educate the public face-to-face about the  
wonders of STEM and showcase the special 
technological projects involving your  
organization. 

 Network with more than 1,000 other STEM or-
ganizations. 

 Inspire the next generation of scientists and en-
gineers! 

https://usasciencefestival.org/�
https://usasciencefestival.org/�
https://usasciencefestival.org/�
https://usasciencefestival.org/�
mailto:cribaudo@nih.gov�
http://www.usasciencefestival.org�


P A G E  7  

 

Dear Colleagues, 
     It is my pleasure to invite you to a end the 26th Annual Mee ng of the 
Council on Ionizing Radia on Measurements and Standards (CIRMS) to be 
held April 16‐18, 2018 at the Na onal Ins tute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST), Gaithersburg, MD. A endees are invited to par cipate in the interac‐
ve and s mula ng discussions and/or to submit abstracts at h p://

cirms.org/abstract‐submission.html for poster presenta ons and poten ally 
for oral presenta ons during the working group sessions (there are s ll a few 
slots le ! For oral presenta ons!) 
    The theme of this mee ng is “Radia on Technologies for the Future.” For 
more than a quarter of a century, CIRMS has played an important role in 
serving as a public forum for discussion of radia on measurements and 
standards. The technical program will consist of plenary and poster sessions 
in the mornings followed by three parallel working group sessions held dur‐
ing the a ernoons. A preliminary agenda for each mee ng date (April 16, 17 
and 18) is available at h p://cirms.org/ conference_agenda.html.  
    The agenda is being updated weekly on the website as invited speakers are 
confirmed. We have an outstanding list of speakers this year on a large diver‐
sity of topics including: radia on therapy, radia on biology, space travel, ra‐
dia on risk, micro dosimetry, imaging, steriliza on, materials modifica on, 
radia on protec on, radioac vity measurements, radiochemistry, first re‐
sponders needs, consequence management, homeland security applica ons, 
detec on instrumenta on, 3D phantoms, 3D prin ng, nanosensors and 
more. Please do not forget to register at h p://cirms.org/registra on.html . 
Special hotel rates are available at the Hilton in Gaithersburg. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in April 16 ‐18, 2018 at CIRMS! 
 
Renata Freindorf, M.Sc. 
CIRMS Administra ve Assistant 
The University of Texas at Dallas 
800 W Campbell Rd. BSB13 | Richardson, TX | 75080‐3021 
renata.freindorf@utdallas.edu 
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