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Baltimore - Washington Chapter 
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  with the HPS 

Newsletter 

Dinner Meeting    Wednesday,     January 24, 2018    

Dark Side of Sun Exposure -  
UV Radiation and Skin Cancer

Elizabeth (Lisa) Cahoon, PhD
Earl Stadtman Investigator, National Cancer Institute,  

Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics, Radiation Epidemiology Branch 

 6 pm social,   7 pm dinner,   8 pm speaker   

     Congressional Room at   
      Matchbox Vintage Pizza Bistro 

1699 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852 
    301-816-0369 

http://www.matchboxrestaurants.com/

Unlimited pizza, salad, desserts served family style.   
 Non-alcoholic beverages included.  

Your choice of 12 varieties of wood-fired pizzas. 

$30 Members, $35 Non-Members, $10 Students
Reply Requested by Noon, January 23.  

Register online at  http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2745693 
or send email to Ed Tupin at etupin@yahoo.com
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     Dr. Cahoon received her B.S.E. in bioengineer-
ing from the University of Pennsylvania, her S.M. 
from the Engineering Systems Division at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, and her M.H.S. 
in biostatistics and Ph.D. in epidemiology from the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
She joined the Radiation Epidemiology Branch 
(REB) as a postdoctoral fellow in 2010 and was 
promoted to research fellow in 2014. She was ap-
pointed to the position of Earl Stadtman Tenure-
Track Investigator in 2017. Dr. Cahoon has re-
ceived numerous awards for her work, including the 
DCEG Intramural Research Award, the DCEG 
Outstanding Research Paper by a Fellow, and the 
NIH Award of Merit.  
     Ultraviolet Radiation and Skin Cancer 
    Solar radiation is the primary environmental risk 
factor for most types of skin cancers, which occur 
in 5 million people and result in more than ten thou-
sand deaths each year in the United States. Sensitiv-
ity to sunlight is influenced by constitutional char-
acteristics such as skin complexion and potentially 

external factors such as use of photosensitizing 
medications. Dr. Cahoon is working to identify 
medications that modify the relationship between 
UV radiation and skin cancer risk. For skin cancer 
prevention, information on the timing of UV radia-
tion exposure over the life course is important. In 
addition, despite a shift in our relative exposure to 
different UV radiation wavelengths due to use of 
sunscreens, tanning beds, and even window glass, 
the relative roles of UV radiation wavelengths and 
skin cancer risks are not known.  
   Dr. Cahoon is evaluating the UV radiation dose-
response relationship for skin cancer risk by wave-
length, age at exposure, and anatomic site. She is 
also evaluating the role of UV radiation in viral 
activation, immune modulation, and other media-
tors of skin (and other) cancer risk. Her previous 
work identified a relationship between ambient UV 
radiation and risk of Kaposi sarcoma, possibly 
through reactivation of the causative virus, human 
herpesvirus 8. Dr. Cahoon is working to confirm 
these findings in independent populations. 

http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2745693
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Message from Ed Tupin,  Chapter President 
     Happy New Year! January1, 2018 marks the halfway point in our chapter 
year, but not the half-way point in our activities. We have much to look forward to 
during the remainder of the winter and this coming spring.  Acting program chair 
Matt Mille has arranged for speakers through March. The announcement for the 
January 24 dinner meeting is elsewhere in this Newsletter and posted on the 
chapter website. The location is Matchbox Vintage Pizza on Rockville Pike in 
Rockville. Our Speaker will be Elizabeth Calhoun from the NIH. She will be 
speaking about Ultraviolet light exposure.  Please register on our website at: http://
bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2745693 . The basic information for the February 
21 meeting, which will be held at the Far East Restaurant in Rockville, is also on 
the chapter website.
      Matt also has a good start on our annual meeting  Our plan is to have the 
annual meeting at Maggianos in Chevy Chase on May 11. Stay tuned for details.  
If any of you have suggestions for speakers, please let Matt know. We would like 
to have the students from the Georgetown program speak again this year. I think 
they did an excellent job and presented some topics outside the realm that many of 
us work in day to day. 
     John Crapo is still actively working on the 2018 edition of the Certification 
Exam Preparation Course and see page 4 of this newsletter for details.  Stay tuned 
for updates. Over the years, since its beginning with the early days of the chapter, 
this has been one of the premier courses for helping young health physicists 
through the intricacies of the American Board of Health Physics Examination. We 
expect to continue this tradition with the 2018 edition of the course. 
     You will notice that April is missing from the dinner meeting planning. That is 
because we are working on doing a workshop on Nuclear Science for Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts on the NS Savannah in Baltimore. A few years ago we had a din-
ner meeting on the Savannah with Boy Scouts in attendance and then Commis-
sioner Ostendorf from the NRC spoke.  That was a well attended meeting. It was 
really remarkable to be able to visit a part of the US nuclear history 
     We are attempting to take the next step, that is, offering a workshop that  
covers topics necessary for Boy Scouts to earn the Nuclear Science Merit Badge.  
By having it on the NS Savannah, we are already meeting one of the require-
ments, to visit a site with significance to nuclear science. Matt Mille and Tanya 
Oxenberg are leading the effort on making this happen. However it will take many 
more chapter members to volunteer as assistant merit badge counselors. We have 
official, certified counselors who will take care of the Boy Scout paperwork. We 
need chapter members who know something about nuclear science stuff to do the 
actual nuts and bolts of explaining it to the Boy Scouts. We have the Merit Badge 
handbook, and it is available on line on the Boy Scout Web site. 
    This workshop is taking advantage of a unique resource in our chapter area, the 
NS Savannah. The NS Savannah is the only nuclear powered commercial vessel 
to ever sail as part of the US merchant fleet.  The NS Savannah never really was a 
commercial success financially, for many reasons. Join us and find out more de-
tails about the Savannah and its history in the US merchant marine fleet. 
    This workshop may be a joint effort with the Virginia Chapter. It will be good 
to get together with our nearest neighbor chapter to our south. I enjoyed attending 
and presenting at their annual meeting last spring.  There are a number of our 
chapter members who also hold membership in the Virginia Chapter. I hope we 
can do more joint meetings with our neighbor chapters, Virginia and the chapters 
just across the border in Pennsylvania, Delaware Valley Society for Radiation 
Safety and the Susquehanna Valley Chapter. Doing either of these may not be 
possible this year, but it is a thought for future activities of the chapter. Also, we 
should explore reestablishing ties with our other regional professional societies, 
such as the local chapters of the American Nuclear Society, the Medical Physics 
people and the Industrial Hygienists. Over the years we have had enjoyable and 
productive joint meetings with all of these groups. 
    As we shiver through these opening days of 2018, I look forward to seeing you 
at our next meeting in what I hope will be warmer temperatures. 

Ed Tupin, President 

Chapter Leaders   2017 - 2018 

Ed Tupin  - President 
Ray Johnson  - Secretary 
Jeancarlo Torres  - Treasurer 
Andrew Giagnacova  - 

Membership Director 
James Dillard  - Affiliates Director 
Matt Mille  - Webmaster 
Ray Johnson  - Newsletter  Editor 
Joel Rabovsky  - Historian 
John Crapo - CHP Exam Prep Course 
Tanya Palmateer Oxenberg  -

 Nominations
Matt Mille - Acting Program Chair 
Mike  Boyd  -  Programs 
John Cardarelli  - HPS Liaison 

Matt Mille, Acting Program Chair 

Ray Johnson, Secretary and Newsletter 
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Dinner Meeting Announcement 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 

Join the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society 

in a galaxy far, far away… 

Radiation  -  A Cosmic Hazard 
to Human Habitation in Space 

Ruthan Lewis, PhD 
Human Exploration Systems and Habitation Manager, 

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 

6 pm Social Hour, cash bar        7 pm Dinner         8 pm Speaker
Far East Restaurant    5055 Nicholson Lane, Rockville, MD 20852     301-881-5552 

http://fareastrockvillemd.com

Vegetable Spring Rolls, Variety of Szechuan and Mandarin Vegetarian, Chicken, Beef, and Seafood Entrees 
served family-style, Fortune Cookies, Tea, Cash Bar  

$30 members, $35 non-members, $10 students

Register online at http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2750466   
or send email to Ed Tupin at etupin@yahoo.com 

RSVP requested by Noon, February 20
Free parking is available at the restaurant  

White Flint Station (Red Line) is ~ 0.5 miles away  

Nominations are Invited 
     As Chair of the Awards and Nominating Committee, I am looking for 

members to serve on the committee, as well as candidates for the offices of 
President-Elect, Treasurer, and Membership Director.  A slate of candi-
dates is due by March 11, 2018.  If you are interested in serving on the 

Committee or would like to be on the ballot, contact me,   
tanya.oxenberg@jhu.edu.   

       The Chapter can also nominate HPS officers and Board members, as 
well nominations for HPS Awards.  Recent award nominees include Ray 
Johnson (Founders Award) and Matt Mille (Chapter Volunteer Award).  
The Chapter has also submitted nominees for the Health Physics Honor 
Roll and these awards were given for Peter O’Connell (2016) and David 
Albert (2017)  Applications are due to the Chapter by Feb. 1. 

Tanya Palmateer Oxenberg , 
Nominiation Committee 
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We Need Facilitators 

If you have the time and interest 
please contact

John Crapo at 
jlc_2013@icloud.com 

Chapter Affiliates,   James Dillard,   Director 

Advanced Technologies and  
Laboratories International Inc. 

Vernon McDougall 
555 Quince Orchard Rd, Suite 500 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
Tel: 301-515-6786 
Fax: 301-972-6904 
mcdougall@atlintl.com 

Atlantic Nuclear Corporation 

Michael Rook 
100 Weymouth St., Unit E 
Rockland, MA 02370 
Tel: 800-878-9118 
Fax: 781-878-3378 
anc20@att.net 

Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc. 

J. Stewart Bland 
788 Sonne Dr 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Tel: 410-266-9174 
Fax: 410-266-5811 
jsbland@chesnuc.com 

Dade Moeller, An NV5 Company 

Alan Fellman 
438 N. Frederick Ave, Suite 220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
Tel: 509-946-0410 
Academy: 800-871-7930 
Fax: 301-990-9878 
alan.fellman@nv5.com 

F & J Specialty Products 

Frank Gavila 
404 Cypress Rd 
Ocala, FL 34472 
Tel: 352-680-1177 
Fax: 352-680-1454 
fandj@fjspecialty.com 

JL Shepherd & Associates 

Wayne Norwood 
1010 Arroyo Ave. 
San Fernando, CA 91340 
Tel: 818-898-2361 
Fax: 818-361-8095 
waynenorwood3@hotmail.com 

RSCS, Inc.  

Fred Straccia 
91 Portsmouth Ave 
Stratham, NH 03885 
Tel: 800-525-8339 
Fax: 603-778-6879 
fpstraccia@radsafety.com  

RSO, Inc. 

Steven McDaniel 
P.O. Box 1450 
Laurel, MD 20725-1450 
Tel: 301-953-2482 
Fax: 301-498-3017 
smcdaniel@rsoinc.com  

John Crapo  - Course Coordinator 

    The 2018 BWCHPS Certification Review Course will 
begin on February 13, 2018 tentatively at the  Bethesda-
Chevy Chase High School.   The course will focus on 
Part 1 for the first 7 weeks and Part 2 for the final seven 
weeks, with the middle two weeks containing bridge 
top-ics.  The costs are designed to allow students to sign 
up for individual topics (useful for continuing education) 
or to take the course in its entirety.  My contact 
information is listed below.  Please let me know soon if 
you are interested in this course. 

2018 CHP Exam Review Course 

Where:   Bethesda Chevy Chase High School 
When: 5:45 - 8:15 PM 
Date Basic Concepts 
2/13 Radiological Fundamentals I - Radioactive 

Atoms - Nature and Behavior 
2/20 Radiological Fundamentals II - Radiation 

Interactions with Matter - Quantities and 
Units in Radiation Protection 
Core Health Physics Topics 

2/27 Radiation Biology/Radiation Risk 
3/06 Measurement & Instrumentation/Counting 

Statistics 
3/13 External Radiation Dosimetry 
3/20 Internal Radiation Dosimetry 
3/27 Radiation Exposure Limits and Control 

Radiation Protection Practices 
4/3 Monitoring & Interpretation/Operational HP 
4/10 Transportation and Waste Management 

Specialty Practice Areas 
4/17 Medical & University Health Physics 
4/24 Fuel Cycle Health Physics 
5/1 Environmental Health Physics 
5/8 Nuclear Emergencies 
5/15 Reactor Health Physics 
5/22 Accelerator Health Physics 
5/29 Non-Ionizing Radiation 
7/16 Exam Day 

Cost: 
$40.00 per session
$500 for the entire course 

Radiation Protection Responsibility  
in Medicine 

March 5-6, 2018 

Hyatt Regency Bethesda  
One Bethesda Metro Center (7400 Wisconsin Ave) 

Bethesda, Maryland, USA 20814  
301-657-2652 

Register Online: http://civclients.com/ncrp/ 
No Registration Fee 
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     The Academic, Industrial & Research Radiation 
Section (AIRRS) of the HPS will have an interactive 
exhibit at the 2018 USA Science and Engi-
neering Festival (SciFest).  

    SciFest’s mission is to stimulate and sustain the 
interest of our nation’s youth in Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) by producing and 
presenting the most compelling, 
exciting and educational Festival 
in the world.   

    The SciFest will be held at the 
Washington DC Convention Cen-
ter on: 

 Friday, April 6
(9 AM – 3 PM)

(Sneak Peek Friday, for pre-
registered attendees only) 
 Saturday, April 7

 (10 AM – 6 PM) 
 Sunday, April 8

(10 AM – 4 PM) 

     AIRRS is going to need help with planning, set-
ting up, and running our booth.  We could surely use 
all local HP’s to lend a hand!  We will be located in a 
quadrant of four health physics booths, all with fun 
hands-on activities and available experts.  Our hope 
is to showcase some small radioactive sources and 
have Geiger counters and other instruments to let the 
attendees play detective.  Some teleconference plan-

ning meetings will be held in the months/weeks lead-
ing up to April so we can discuss our ideas to make 
this event a success.  We need A LOT of volunteers 
to make this work; especially to run the exhibit. Vol-
unteers will work a 2-hour shift so you don’t need to 
be there the whole time.  You will find it fun and re-
warding.  Check out the website video to get an idea 

of exhibits and shows from 2016 
– the SciFest is amazing!

Please notify Cathy Ribaudo
from the AIRRS Section, at

cribaudo@nih.gov  or 
sign-up online at 

http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2757115 

if you want to volunteer. 

     You may want to check out 
the program of events as the  

Festival draws closer and plan to 
bring your family for all of the 
fun activities and speakers; it will 
be a real “Who’s Who” among 
the scientific world.  Sign up for 
a shift at the AIRRS booth and 
then enjoy the rest of the event in 
your own free time. 

    SciFest is organized by Science Spark, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit science outreach organization, and is  

funded through corporate sponsorships, government 
grants, and private donations.  The Festival is free of 

charge to attendees.  Fuel your curiosity at 
www.usasciencefestival.org 

Cathy Ribaudo Invites Chapter Members to Support HPS Booth at SciFest 2018 

Why Exhibit  at SciFest ? 

 350K+ attendees, including K-12 students and
their teachers, families,  

 Educate the public face-to-face about the
wonders of STEM and showcase the special 
technological projects involving your  
organization. 

 Network with more than 1,000 other STEM or-
ganizations. 

 Inspire the next generation of scientists and en-
gineers! 

http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2757115
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