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Ray Johnson 
Newsletter Editor 

ray@radiationcounseling.org 

Annual  BWC  Meeting,    Fri.  May 11, 2018 
   Maggiano’s Little Italy,     5333 Wisconsin Ave NW  

Washington, DC 20015 
Registration:    http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2670039 
 

  8:00 am       Registration and Continental Breakfast 
  9:00 am      Welcome and Opening Remarks 

  9:10 am  Alexandra Levy, MA 
   Vice President, Atomic Heritage Foundation 
           “Health Physics and the Manhattan Project” 
10:00 am  John Boice, ScD 
   President, National Council on Radiation Protection  
          and Measurements (NCRP) 
           “The Once and Future NCRP” 
10:50 am       Break with Affiliates in Medici Room 
11:10 am  Lene Veiga, PhD 
   Epidemiologist, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health 
          “Goiânia Radiological Accident:  
          Brazilian Experience on Risk Communication” 
12:00 pm       Lunch 

12:50 pm       Affiliate Presentations 
  1:00 pm       Chapter Business 

  1:20 pm  Eva Nair, MPH 
   Manager, Radiological Health Program,  
          Maryland Department of the Environment 
          “Maryland’s Radiological Health Program” 
  2:10 pm  Keith Griffin, MS 
   Postbaccalaureate Fellow, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health 
         “Dosimetry Updates to the Atomic Bomb Survivor Cohort” 
  2:25 pm      Break with Affiliates in Medici Room 
  2:45 pm  Matti Niemisto and Benjamin Kellogg 
   Graduate students, Georgetown University 
          “Radiation Source Detection  
          Using a LIDAR-mounted iRobot” 
  3:00 pm  Jeremy Ford 
   Graduate student, Georgetown University 
          “Evaluating Eye Lens Dose for Interventional  
   Radiologists using OSL in a Clinical Environment” 
  3:15 pm  Ray Johnson, MS, PSE, PE, DAAHP, FHPS, CHP 
   Director, Radiation Safety Counseling Institute 
          “How Radiation Safety Decisions are Made  
          in the Blink of an Eye” 
  4:00 pm      Closing Remarks 
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    Matthew (Matt) Mille, PhD is a postdoctoral fellow in the Radiation Epidemiolo-
gy Branch of the National Cancer Institute’s Division of Cancer Epidemiology and 
Genetics. He conducts original research centered on the application of Monte Carlo 
methods to problems in radiation metrology, radiation protection, medical imaging, 
radiotherapy. He has been an active member of the Baltimore-Washington Chapter 
(BWC) since 2013, serving as Secretary, Webmaster, and as Acting Chair of the Pro-
gram Committee.  
     As President, Matt will lead the BWC in the development of technical and social 
programs, which will encourage broad participation by health physicists throughout 
the Baltimore-Washington metropolitan area. The BWC, chartered in 1958, is one of 
the oldest HPS chapters and to this day maintains a reputation as one of the most 
active chapters nationwide. Nonetheless, there is always opportunity to improve. He 
aims to identify ways to improve the Chapter’s efficiency and modernize its appeal 
so that it will continue to serve as model for how an HPS chapter should be run. This 
will be achieved through the administration of an electronic survey to assess how our 
programs might be changed to better meet the interests and needs of our members.  
    Matt received a B.S. in physics and mathematics from the University of Maryland, 
College Park in 2007, and a Ph.D. in Nuclear Engineering and Science from Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute in 2013. He has authored 12 peer-reviewed journal publica-
tions an over 60 conferences presentation abstracts on a diverse set of topics. In 
2014, he passed Part I of the American Board of Health Physics certification exam 
and plans to sit for Part II next year. He has served on several professional commit-
tees, including the Executive Committee of the Biology and Medicine Division of the 
American Nuclear Society as well as the American National Standards Institute/
American Nuclear Society 6.1.1 standard committee on Neutron/Gamma-Ray Flu-
ence-To-Dose Factors. 
 

    Dr. Daniel Blumenthal manages the Consequence Management programs in the 
Office of Nuclear Incident Response at the National Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA) within the Department of Energy (DOE). In 2009, he transferred from the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Domestic Nuclear Detection Office where he 
was the Chief Test Scientist. Before that he was a Senior Scientist at the Department 
of Energy’s Remote Sensing Laboratory where he supported DOE emergency re-
sponse teams. In his current position Dr. Blumenthal led the initial DOE response 
team to Japan following the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant accident in Mar 
2011. He continues to support U.S. and international efforts related to lessons learned 
from Fukushima. Dr. Blumenthal’s background is in nuclear physics and he is also a 
Certified Health Physicist (CHP). 
 

Stephanie Harley  
Candidate for Membership Director  

      Stephanie Harley is a CHP and officer in 
the US Air Force, and for the next year will 
serve as the radiation and defense expert for 
Congressman John Garamendi as a Defense 
Legislative     Fellow.   She recently relocated 
to the National Capitol Region following as-
signments in Arizona, Georgia, and Utah. Her 
experience includes two deployments to the 
Middle East, cruise missile testing, radiation 
safety for the aircraft “Boneyard,” and creating 
guidance for the Pacific Air Forces following 
the nuclear disaster in Japan. Most importantly, 

she devoted the past several years to mentoring fledgling civilian and military 
health physicists to   become CHPs and connecting them with dedicated profession-
als to further their growth. She is humbled to run as the Chapter Membership Direc-
tor and excited to be a part of such an active chapter.  
 

 

Tina Reeves  
Candidate for Treasurer 

(Photo and Bio will be on the BWC web when available) 

Chapter Leaders   2017 - 2018 
 

Ed Tupin  -               President 
Ray Johnson  -         Secretary 
Jeancarlo Torres  -  Treasurer 
Andrew Giagnacova  - 
   Membership Director  
James Dillard  -      Affiliates Director 
Matthew Mille  -     Webmaster 
Ray Johnson  -        Newsletter  Editor 
Joel Rabovsky  -      Historian 
John Crapo - CHP Exam Prep Course 
Tanya Palmateer Oxenberg  -  
         Nominations 
Matthew Mille- Acting Program Chair 
Mike  Boyd  -          Programs 
John Cardarelli  -   HPS Liaison 
 

BWC Officer Candidates for 2018  - 2019 
Log in to Vote at http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/elections before May 3 

Matt Mille  
Candidate for President 

Daniel Blumenthal  
Candidate for President-Elect 
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Proposed Bylaw Change 

Current Bylaws 
Section 6.   Vacancy in Elective Office 
     (a) In the event of a vacancy which creates an unexpired term 
in any elective office other than one which involves the Presiden-
cy, the Executive Committee may make an appointment to hold 
through the next Annual Business Meeting of the Chapter at 
which time the vacancy shall be filled by a vote of the member-
ship under regular election procedures.  

Need for Change.   
     At the beginning of this Chapter year, the duly elected Presi-
dent-elect resigned.  The current Bylaws do not provide for a    

mechanism to fill a President-elect vacancy.  We managed this 
year without a President Elect and also a Program Chair by a 
Presidential appointment of Matt Mille to the Program Commit-
tee and to serve as Acting Program Chair.   

Proposed Change to Bylaws Section 6 (a)  
    (a) In the event of a vacancy which creates an unexpired term 
in any elective office, the Executive Committee may make an 
appointment to hold through the next Annual Business Meeting 
of the Chapter at which time the vacancy shall be filled by a vote 
of the membership under regular election procedures. The elected 
President shall serve for one year. 

    It is April 1  as I begin this message and no, it won’t be an 
April Fool’s joke. As we go through the last few months of this 
Chapter year there are important events ahead of us.  
    Bur first, a quick recap of our March 20 technical dinner meet-
ing: David Misenhimer, P.E., from the US Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) was the speaker at Seasons 52, Rockville, 
MD . His topic was “Radium: Glimmer 
(discovery), Flash (historic uses); and After-
glow (clean-up)--NRC's Role in Ensuring 
Public Health and Safety Regarding the His-
toric Use of Radium.” 
    The presentation talked about the historic 
uses of radium and ended with discussion of the 
multiple cleanups of former radium use sites 
that have been conducted by the NRC in non-
agreement states. This work complements that 
of the many Agreement State programs that 
have conducted the majority of the cleanups of 
former radium use sites. Slides from the presen-
tation have been posted to the chapter’s website. 

Activities for the Rest of the Chapter Year.  
   The event that is closest in time is the USA Science and Engi-
neering Festival, also known as SciFest, to be held April 6 and 7 
in the DC Convention Center. The Academic, Industrial and Re-
search Section of the Health Physics Society will have a booth at 
Sci Fest.  This is the largest event of its kind in the US. The Sec-
tion has asked the Chapter for assistance in staffing the booth. 
Here is an opportunity to explain radiation and radiation safety to 
the next generation. There are still some time slots that need peo-
ple. Sign up using the Chapter web site.  
   Another meeting coming soon to our area is the annual meeting 
of the Council on Ionizing Radiation Measurements and 
Standards (CIRMS), which will be held April 16-18 at the Na-
tional Institute for Standards and Technology  (NIST). 

    The meeting will have three main focus areas: medical applica-
tion of radiation, homeland security, and industrial uses of radia-
tion. There is a more detailed description of the meeting on the 
Chapter website and a link to the CIRMS meeting website.   
     It appears that the logistical challenges were greater than an-
ticipated, so we will not be able to hold an event on the NS Sa-

vannah this year. Disappointing to me, but I hope 
future Chapter leaders will understand what a 
unique resource and national treasure sits in our 
backyard in Baltimore Harbor. 
     We are all looking forward to our Annual 
Meeting which will be held May 11.. The details 
of the speakers are on the chapter web site. One 
highlight will be the opportunity to hear from and 
talk to the new head of the Maryland State Radia-
tion Control Program.  John Boice, President of 
NCRP, will once again speak to us.  I always look 
forward to his talks. Some of the George-town 
Health Physics program students will also speak. 

Last year, they were the hit of the meeting. It will be different 
people this year, but I look forward to seeing what research in 
health physics is ongoing at Georgetown University. 
    Chapter elections are ongoing. Once again we are using elec-
tronic ballot. Thank you to Tanya Oxenberg for all the hard work 
at putting together the slate of officers. Also a big thank you to 
the individuals who have stepped up and accepted the challenge 
of serving as Chapter leadership for next year.  The need for indi-
viduals to serve as officers and committee chairs is ongoing. On-
ly because of the efforts of many individuals volunteering their 
time to do some of the Chapter management functions will the 
Chapter continue to be able to  do what it has done in the past. I 
urge all of you to consider whether you could serve as an officer 
in future years.  
      I look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting. 

Ed Tupin  -  President’s Message    April 2018 

    It is never too early to start planning to sit for Part 1 and/or 
Part 2 of the 2019 Certification Examination administered on  
July 8, 2019.  Applications must be postmarked by January 15, 
2019  and the BWCHPS Certification Review Course will begin 
on February 13, 2019 at a location to be determined.  We are 
targeting a location in Washington DC which is convenient to 
Metro.  The course will focus on Part 1 for the first seven weeks 
(basic concepts and core health physics topics) and Part 2 for the 

final seven weeks (specialty practice areas), with the middle two 
weeks containing bridge topics.  The costs ($40.00 per session/
$500 for the entire course) are designed to allow individuals to 
sign up for individual topics (useful for continuing education) or 
to take the course in its entirety.   
     For more information about enrolling for this class or facili-
tating a specific topic, contact John Crapo at    

 jlc_2013@icloud.com or at 202-391-2410. 

John Crapo   -  BWCHPS Certification Review Course for 2019 
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 Chapter Affiliates,   James Dillard,   Director 

Advanced Technologies and  
Laboratories International Inc.  
 
Vernon McDougall 
555 Quince Orchard Rd, Suite 500 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
Tel: 301-515-6786 
Fax: 301-972-6904 
mcdougall@atlintl.com 
 
Atlantic Nuclear Corporation  
 
Michael Rook 
100 Weymouth St., Unit E 
Rockland, MA 02370 
Tel: 800-878-9118 
Fax: 781-878-3378 
anc20@att.net 
 
Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc.  
 
J. Stewart Bland 
788 Sonne Dr 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Tel: 410-266-9174 
Fax: 410-266-5811 
jsbland@chesnuc.com 
 
Dade Moeller, An NV5 Company  
 
Alan Fellman 
438 N. Frederick Ave, Suite 220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
Tel: 509-946-0410 
Academy: 800-871-7930 
Fax: 301-990-9878 
alan.fellman@nv5.com 

 F&J SPECIALTY  
PRODUCTS, INC. 

 
Frank Gavila 
404 Cypress Rd 
Ocala, FL 34472 
Tel: 352-680-1177 
Fax: 352-680-1454 
fandj@fjspecialty.com 
 
JL Shepherd & Associates 
 
Wayne Norwood 
1010 Arroyo Ave. 
San Fernando, CA 91340 
Tel: 818-898-2361 
Fax: 818-361-8095 
waynenorwood3@hotmail.com 
 
RSCS, Inc.  
 
Fred Straccia 
91 Portsmouth Ave 
Stratham, NH 03885 
Tel: 800-525-8339 
Fax: 603-778-6879 
fpstraccia@radsafety.com  
 
RSO, Inc. 
 
Steven McDaniel 
P.O. Box 1450 
Laurel, MD 20725-1450 
Tel: 301-953-2482 
Fax: 301-498-3017 
smcdaniel@rsoinc.com  

First Responder Meeting 
Kathy McLellan 

      If you are interested 
in joining the first re-
sponder group, we will 
be having a meeting on  
 

April 29, 2018  
at 2 pm    

 
We will meet at my 

house at 
12221 Thorn Grove 

Place,  
Germantown MD 20874  

240-401-6019 
      We have a number of initiatives in place and 
welcome chapter members joining us. For those 
who are current members of the group there is no 
need to respond to rejoin. Please contact me by 
email for more information at 

Matt Mille and Ed Tupin  
welcome attendees at dinner meeting on March 20 

David Misenhimer, P.E.  
Dinner Speaker on March 20. 

View Slides at: 
https://bwchps.wildapricot.org/
resources/Documents/
Dinner_Mtg_Docs/2017-2018/
Misenhim-
er_NRC_Radium_March14_18.pdf 

Above:   
Dan Blumenthal  
William Blakely 

Tom Obrien 
and 

Wesley Wu 
 

 On right: 
Stephen Koenick 

Above: 
Speaker, 

with  
Siobhan  

and Ed Light 
 
 

Mike 
Boyd  
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     The Academic, Industrial & Research Radiation 
Section (AIRRS) of the HPS will have an interactive 
exhibit at the 2018 USA Science 
and Engineering Festival 
(SciFest).  
 
    SciFest’s mission is to stimulate and 
sustain the interest of our nation’s 
youth in Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Mathematics (STEM) by 
producing and presenting the most 
compelling, exciting and educational 
Festival in the world.   
 
    The SciFest will be held at the 
Washington DC Convention Center on: 
 

 Friday, April 6  
(9 AM – 3 PM)  

(Sneak Peek Friday,  
for pre-registered attendees only) 

 Saturday, April 7  
 (10 AM – 6 PM) 

 Sunday, April 8  
(10 AM – 4 PM) 

 

     AIRRS is going to need help with planning, set-
ting up, and running our booth.  We could surely use 
all local HP’s to lend a hand!  We will be located in a 
quadrant of four health physics booths, all with fun 
hands-on activities and available experts.  Our hope 
is to showcase some small radioactive sources and 
have Geiger counters and other instruments to let the 

attendees play detective.  Some teleconference plan-
ning meetings will be held in the months/weeks lead-

ing up to April so we can discuss our 
ideas to make this event a suc-
cess.  We need A LOT of volunteers 
to make this work; especially to run 
the exhibit. Volunteers will work a 2-
hour shift so you don’t need to be 
there the whole time.  You will find it 
fun and rewarding.  Check out the 
website video to get an idea of exhib-
its and shows from 2016 – the SciFest 
is amazing!   
 
Please notify Cathy Ribaudo from 

the AIRRS Section, at  

cribaudo@nih.gov  
                       or 301-594-1303  

if you want to volunteer in 2018.   
 

     You may want to check out the program of events 
as the Festival draws closer and plan to bring your 
family for all of the fun activities and speakers; it will 
be a real “Who’s Who” among the scientific 
world.  Sign up for a shift at the AIRRS booth and 
then enjoy the rest of the event in your own free time.  
 

    SciFest is organized by Science Spark, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit science outreach organization, and is  

funded through corporate sponsorships, government 
grants, and private donations.  The Festival is free of 

charge to attendees.  Fuel your curiosity at 
www.usasciencefestival.org 

 

Cathy Ribaudo Invites Chapter Members to Support the HPS Booth at SciFest 2018 

Why Exhibit  at SciFest ? 

 

 350K+ attendees, including K-12 students and 
their teachers, families,  

 Educate the public face-to-face about the  
wonders of STEM and showcase the special 
technological projects involving your  
organization. 

 Network with more than 1,000 other STEM or-
ganizations. 

 Inspire the next generation of scientists and  
      engineers! 
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Dear Colleagues, 
     It is my pleasure to invite you to attend the 26th Annual Meeting of 
the Council on Ionizing Radiation Measurements and Standards 
(CIRMS) to be held April 16-18, 2018 at the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology (NIST), Gaithersburg, MD. Attendees are invited 
to participate in the interactive and stimulating discussions and/or to 
submit abstracts at http://cirms.org/abstract-submission.html for 
poster presentations and potentially for oral presentations during the 
working group sessions (there are still a few slots left! For oral presen-
tations!) 
    The theme of this meeting is “Radiation Technologies for the Fu-
ture.” For more than a quarter of a century, CIRMS has played an im-
portant role in serving as a public forum for discussion of radiation 
measurements and standards. The technical program will consist of 
plenary and poster sessions in the mornings followed by three parallel 
working group sessions held during the afternoons. A preliminary 
agenda for each meeting date (April 16, 17 and 18) is available at 
http://cirms.org/ conference_agenda.html.  
    The agenda is being updated weekly on the website as invited 
speakers are confirmed. We have an outstanding list of speakers this 
year on a large diversity of topics including: radiation therapy, radiation 
biology, space travel, radiation risk, micro dosimetry, imaging, steriliza-
tion, materials modification, radiation protection, radioactivity measure-
ments, radiochemistry, first responders needs, consequence manage-
ment, homeland security applications, detection instrumentation, 3D 
phantoms, 3D printing, nanosensors and more. Please do not forget to 
register at http://cirms.org/registration.html . Special hotel rates are 
available at the Hilton in Gaithersburg. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in April 16 -18, 2018 at CIRMS! 
 
Renata Freindorf, M.Sc. 
CIRMS Administrative Assistant 
The University of Texas at Dallas 
800 W Campbell Rd. BSB13 | Richardson, TX | 75080-3021 


