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Newsletter 

Meeting  - Tuesday,   January 12, 2016,     6 - 9 pm 

Guest Speaker -  Dr. John Boice 
President - NCRP 

4935 Bar and Kitchen  

4935 Cordell Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: (301) 951-4935 

http://www.4935barandkitchen.com/ 
$30 for Members, $35 for Non-Members 

RSVP  by  6 pm  Jan. 6 
Register online at http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/event-2075563 

or email Stephen Luke at stpt2003@yahoo.com 

INSIDE  

THIS ISSUE 

   “Radiation Protection Guidance for the Lens of the Eye” 
     There is convincing evidence that exposure to ionizing radiation is correlated with the lenticular 
opacity we call a “cataract.” The field has been confounded however by issues regarding whether or 

not a dose threshold exists for this endpoint that was previously consid-
ered a classic deterministic effect. This talk will provide an updated 
overview of the problems in the field, describe the emerging biological 
and epidemiological considerations, detail the increasing involvement of 
medical exposures, and summarize conclusions and identify missing 
research gaps. Specifically, the recent deliberations of NCRP Scientific 
Committee 1-23 will be presented on radiation protection issues related 
to exposure to the lens of the eye, along with the scientific evidence for 
opacities to occur at relatively low doses.   Questions looked at are: (1) 
Is the mechanism for cataract formation stochastic or deterministic? (2) 
Does protraction matter? (3) What about severity? Should cataracts be 
given the same prominence as cancer in detriment equations? (4) How 
low to go if changes are to be recommended in protection guidance? 

JANUARY   2016 

    Dr. John Boice is professor of Medicine at 
Vanderbilt University and President of the Na-
tional Council on Radiation Protection and 
Measurements. He is an international authority 
on radiation effects and serves on the Main Com-
mission of the International Commission on Ra-
diological Protection, and the United Nations 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 
Radiation.  
     Boice was the first Chief of the Radiation 
Epidemiology Branch at the National Cancer 
Institute. His seminal discoveries and over 470 
publications have been used to formulate public 
health measures to prevent radiation associated 

diseases. 
     He has visited Fukushima after the earth-
quake, tsunami and reactor accident and subse-
quently testified before the US House Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology.  
     Dr. Boice received the Harvard School of 
Public Health Alumni Award of Merit; the E.O. 
Lawrence Award from the Department of Ener-
gy; the Gorgas Medal from the Association of 
Military Surgeons of the United States; the out-
standing alumnus award from the University of 
Texas at El Paso (UTEP),  and the Distinguished 
Service Medal from the US Public Health Ser-
vice.                                  (continued on page 3) 



     

A Message from Dr. Tanya Palmateer Oxenberg  
Chapter President 
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B A L T I M O R E  -  W A S H I N G T O N  C H A P T E R   

     

Happy New Year!   
 

I hope everyone has enjoyed the  
holiday season. 

 

    The Executive Committee conferred 
Emeritus membership on Bob Phillips at its 
meeting on December 3, 2015.  Bob has held 
various positions, such as Membership  
Director, Treasurer, and Secretary, and a 
continuous member of the Executive Com-
mittee for many years.  Please join me in 
congratulating Bob.  
    The HPS announced in the January News-
letter that it will hold next year’s midyear 
meeting (2017) at the Bethesda North Mar-
riott Hotel & Conference Center across the 
street from the White Flint metro station.  
Those Federal employees who require sever-
al months to route requests to attend confer-
ences should start the process as soon as 
possible.   
    Wesley Wu, Past President and Chair of 
the Nominating Committee, is looking for 
members interested in serving on the com-
mittee, as well as candidates for the offices 
of President-Elect, Treasurer, and Member-
ship Director.  The President-elect position 
is a three-year term for President-elect, Pres-
ident, and Past-President. Treasurer or Mem-
bership Director is a two-year term.  The 
duties for each position are described on the 
chapter website;        http://
bwchps.wildapricot.org/officer-duties 
 
    Article VIII, Section 7 prohibits members 
of the Executive Committee from serving on 
the Nominating Committee and requires that 
the Nominating Committee submit the slate 
with candidates to the Secretary at least 60 
days before the annual meeting in May.  If 
you are interested in serving on the Nomi-
nating Committee or would like to be on the 
ballot, contact Wes, at: 

dweswu@gmail.com 
 

This is an opportunity for members to influ-
ence the direction of the Chapter.  
      We did not have a technical meeting in 
December, but have had increased attend-
ance at the meetings since September and I 
hope this trend continues.  Our next meeting 
is on January 12 at the 4935 Bar and Kitchen 
in Bethesda.  Please bring a colleague to 
hear Dr. John Boice’s presentation on 

“Radiation Safety Guidance for the Lens of 
the Eye.”  You can guarantee that they will 
find the presentation interesting.   
     I will close with a reminder that anyone 
interested in serving on an HPS committee 
and would like to have the Chapter submit 
their nomination, please provide this infor-
mation to the Executive Committee as soon 
as possible.  As discussed in last month’s 
newsletter, President-Elect Bob Cherry will 
be submitting his first proposal to fill vacan-
cies to the Board of Directors at the midyear 
meeting in Austin on January 31, 2016.  
 
 

Have you Updated Your  
Member profile? 

 

Matt Mille, Secretary 
    The new year is here, which means it is a 
perfect time to start out fresh by updating 
your member profile.  Please make sure that 
the professional and personal contact infor-
mation listed in your profile is up-to-date.  
Also, please ensure your profile correctly 
reflects your HPS membership status and 
your professional certifications.  Your coop-
eration on this last point will be of great help 
as we start preparing our annual chapter re-
port this spring.  The HPS requests that we 
supply a few general statistics about our 
membership such as the number of members 
who are ABHP or NRRPT certified. 
    To view your member profile, please log 
in to our wild apricot site  

http://bwchps.wildapricot.org/ 
and click on the blue “view profile” link on 
the top right of the page.  If you need to 
make changes to your information, you can 
do so by clicking the gray “Edit profile” 
button.  Don’t forget to hit the “Save” button 
at the bottom after updating your infor-
mation.   mmille1@gmail.com 

Dr. Tanya Palmeteer Oxenberg 

 Dr. Wesley Wu, Past President 

  Dr. Steven Luke, President-elect 

Brian Livingston, Treasurer 

Dr. Matt Mille, Secretary 
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(John Boice - continued from page 1)  
     Dr. Boice has a bachelor’s degree in Physics from UTEP; a 
master’s in Nuclear Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute; a master’s in Medical Physics at Harvard; and a doctor-
al degree in Epidemiology at Harvard. 
    Dr. Boice has studied atomic veterans that participated in nu-
clear weapons tests and over a million other radiation workers to 
examine the lifetime risk of cancer. He has studied the children of 
cancer survivors to assess possible genetic risks from curative 
radiation treatments. 
   Since becoming a member of the Health Physics Society in 
1971, Dr. Boice’s accomplishments have been recognized by the 
Society.  For example in 2002 he presented the RS Landauer  

Memorial Lecture, at the 47th Annual Meeting in Tampa 2007 he 
received the Failla Memorial Lecturer Award presented by the 
Greater New York Chapter of the Health Physics Society.  In 
2007 he also received the Health Physics Society Distinguished 
Scientific Achievement Award at the 52nd Annual Meeting in 
Portland. In 2012 he received the Dade Moeller Lectureship 
Award at the 57th Annual Meeting in Sacramento. In 2014 the 
Baltimore-Washington Chapter nominated him and he was se-
lected to be Fellow of the Health Physics Society. In 2014 Dr. 
Boice was nominated by the Health Physics Society as a candi-
date for the International Radiological Protection Association 
(IRPA) 2016 Rolf M. Sievert Award.  He was selected and will 
speak at the 2016 meeting in Cape Town. 

Chapter Executive Committee Meetings 
Ray Johnson, Editor 

 

 

    The Chapter Executive Committee (Officers and Directors) 
usually meets once a month, often in a training room provided 
by the Dade Moeller Training Academy.  These meetings begin 
with a light supper (KFC chicken) and usually start discussing 
chapter business by about 6:30 pm.  A conference phone is pro-
vided for those not able to attend in person. A typical agenda 
includes: Meeting Minutes, Treasurer Report, PayPal Account, 
Membership Updates, Technical Meeting Schedules  
Website Revisions, Affiliates Report, Newsletter, Other 
Issues.  The following notes are excepts from the minutes of the 
meeting taken by Matt Mille, Secretary on October 27,2015.  
This meeting was attended by Tanya  Palmateer Oxenberg,  
Brian Livingston (by phone), Stephen Luke, Kathy McLel-
lan, Matt Mille, Wesley Wu, and Ray Johnson. 
     Meeting Minutes - The minutes of the previous meeting on 
September 22 were approved with minor revisions.  
     Treasurer’s Report - Brian sent a budget report by email 
and noted that the Chapter currently has assets of about $53,000.  
He reported a lot of activity recently processing membership 
and affiliate dues, as well as payments from the CHP review 
course from last spring.  
    PayPal Account - Brian noted that he still needs access to the 
Chapter’s PayPal account. He is working with the previous 
Treasurer, Andrew Giagnacova, to gain administrative privileg-
es allowing  him to view account balances, transfer funds, etc.  
Matt and Kathy have limited access to “accept and refund pay-
ments” using the mobile card reader. Andrew removed Bob 
Phillip’s access privileges because he is no longer a member of 
the committee. 
    Membership Updates - Tanya said that she will assist Jim 
Lewis (Membership Director) in sending out a dues renewal 
notice.  She also noted that Wild Apricot allows members to 
register for dinner meetings at the “member price” even if they 
are not up-to-date with their dues.  The committee discussed the 
need to respectfully police this while keeping in mind that our 
records may not reflect recent payments. 
   It motion was made for Stephen McGuire to be honored by 
the chapter with Emeritus membership status.  He is a long-time 
member and has served the chapter in several capacities, includ-
ing as chapter president.  This motion was approved.  

   Technical Meeting Schedules -  The next dinner meeting 
is on November 10 at the Far East Restaurant in Rockville.  
The speaker will be HPS president-elect Bob Cherry.  The 
chapter arranged to pay for 1 night of hotel accommodations 
for him. The first dinner meeting in 2016 is scheduled for 
January 12 at 4935 Bar and Kitchen in Bethesda, MD.  The 
speaker will be Dr. John Boice.  John has also agreed to 
speak at the chapter’s annual meeting in May. Stephen has 
contacted Armin Ansari as a potential speaker.  Two more 
speakers are needed. Brian suggested that he and Jerry Falo 
speak at the March meeting. 
    Website Revisions - Matt continues to improve the chap-
ter’s website. He recently received a collection of old news-
letters (1983-1998) from Mike Boyd and would like to post 
these to an online archive.  If you have copies of old newslet-
ters, please send them to him.  Matt is updating the down-
loadable membership forms for the website (plenary/student 
and affiliate membership).  Some applicants may prefer to 
use these forms rather than Wild Apricot.   
    Affiliates Report - Kathy has a list of potential affiliates 
to contact.  She has also been working on a new affiliates 
benefits package for the committee to consider.  The current 
Affiliates are: Radiation Safety & Control Services 
Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc. and RSO, Inc. 
    Newsletter - Ray presented a draft of his first newsletter as 
the new editor for the committee to review.  Several people 
provided comments. Newsletters will come out the last week 
of each month.  
    Other Issues - Kathy brought up the issue of liability in-
surance for the chapter and she will research this for our next 
meeting.  Kathy also proposed that the chapter create a sci-
ence kit which could be used to teach the public about radia-
tion.  The committee was very receptive to the idea.  Kathy 
will create a list of items to include and an estimated budget 
to discuss at the next meeting. 
     There was some discussion about the need to spend an 
estimated $6k in order to avoid a tax hit next year.  Several 
ideas were discussed, but no decisions were made.  Matt sug-
gested purchasing 2 cases to protect the chapter’s portable 
hard drives. Brian will order these online. Matt passed on the 
Acer Laptop, projector, and wireless microphone system to 
Stephen. 
    Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 8:55  pm. 
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 Baltimore  - Washington Chapter Officers (2016) 

 

 President  Tanya Palmateer  
      Oxenberg   tanya.oxenberg@jhu.edu 

 President Elect  Stephen Luke   stpt2003@yahoo.com 

 Past President  Wesley Wu  dwwu1@bechtel.com 

 Secretary  Matthew Mille  mmille1@gmail.com 

 Treasurer  Brian Livingston  blivi21@yahoo.com 

 Membership Director    Jim Lewis  jim.lewis@maryland.gov 

 Affiliates Director  Katharine McLellan  k_mclellan@verizon.net 

 HPS Director Liaison  Tracy Ikenberry  ikenberry@moellerinc.com 

Chapter Affiliates 
Katharine McLellan, Director 

 

Radiation Safety & Control Services, 
Inc.  

Fred Straccia  
91 Portsmouth Ave  
Stratham, NH 03885  
Tel:  800-525-8339  
Fax: 603-778-6879  
http://www.radsafety.com  
 

Chesapeake Nuclear Services, Inc.   
J. Stewart Bland 

788 Sonne Drive 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Tel:  410-266-9174 
Fax  410-266-5811 
Email  jsbland@chesnuc.com 
www.chesnuc.com 

 

RSO, Inc. 
Steven K. McDaniel 

P. O. Box 1450 
Laurel, MD 20725-1450 
Tel:  301-953-2482 
Fax: 301-498-3017 
smcdaniel@rsoinc.com 
www.rsoinc.com 
 

 Atlantic Nuclear Corporation   
Michael J. Rook 

100 Weymouth St.—Unite E 
Rockland, MA 02370 
Tel:  800-878-9118 
Cell: 203-927-7503 
anc20@att.net  
www.atnuke.com 
 

Ecology Services, Inc. 
Paul Marshall, Vice President 

9135 Guildford Road, Suite 200 
Columbia, MD 21046 
Tel:  301-362-6700 
Fax: 301-490-0172 
pmarshall@ecologyservices.,com 

 
F&J Specialty Products 

Frank M. Gavila 
404 Cypress Rd 
Ocala, FL 34472 
Tel:  352-680-1177 
Fax: 352-680-1454 
http://www.fjspecialty.com/ 
 

    Dade Moeller & Associates  
     Sean Austin 
438 N. Frederick Ave, Suite 220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
Tel: 509-946-0410 
Academy: 800-871-7930 
Fax: 301-990-9878 
sean.austin@moellerinc.com  

2016 CHP Exam  
Review Course 

John Crapo  
Course Coordinator    

 

    The next version of the 
BWCHPS Certification Review 
Course is  scheduled to start in early 
February 2016 in Arlington, VA.   
 

We are in need of  
facilitators for this course.   

 

    Topics range from fundamental 
aspects of health physics to opera-
tional health physics to applied 
health physics.  If you have the time 
and interest in developing our suc-
cessors in this profession, please 
contact  
 

John Crapo at 
john.crapo@orau.org.   

 

     Prepare yourself for the Ameri-
can Board of Health Physics 
(ABHP) Certification Exam  
by attending review sessions led  
by knowledgeable radiation profes-
sionals. This course has been of-
fered by the Baltimore-Washington 
Chapter on an almost continual 
basis for the past 40 years and is a 
good opportunity to improve your 
professional competency. Serious 
candidates for either Parts I or II of 
the Certification Exam will benefit 
from this structured study environ-
ment.  

Cost: $40 per session or 
$500 for the entire course 

Weekly Course Agenda 

Radiological Fundamentals I -  
       Radioactive Atoms - Nature and  
       Behavior  
 

Radiological Fundamentals II -  
      Radiation Interactions with Matter 
      Quantities and Units in Radiation  
      Protection 

Core Health Physics Topics 

      Radiation Biology / Radiation Risk 

      Measurement & Instrumentation 
       /Counting Statistics 

      Radiation Biology/Radiation Risk 

      External Radiation Dosimetry 

      Internal Radiation Dosimetry 

      Radiation Exposure Limits and Control 

Radiation Protection Practices 

      Monitoring & Interpretation 
      Operational Health Physics 

      Transportation and Waste  
       Management 

      Nuclear Emergencies 

Specialty Practice Areas 

      Medical & University Health Physics 

      Fuel Cycle Health Physics 

      Environmental Health Physics 

      Reactor Health Physics 

      Accelerator Health Physics 

      Non-Ionizing Radiation 


