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BWCHPS 

I want to begin the year as President of the Baltimore Washington Chapter of 

the Health Physics Society (BWCHPS) by congratulating Bob Phillips on 50 

years as a member of the Health Physics Society.  I also want to extend my 

appreciation to Past President Wesley Wu and experienced members of the Ex-

ecutive Board, Kathy McLellan, John Crapo, Ray Johnson, and Bob Phillips, 

for mentoring me last year.  I look forward to working with President-Elect 

Stephen Luke and Secretary Matt Mille, as well as Treasurer Brian Livingston. 

Membership Director Jim Lewis and the others on the board this year.  I plan 

to strengthen the appeal of our technical program to retain and attract new and 

younger members, expand outreach opportunities, and increase student mem-

berships in an effort to accomplish the Chapter’s objectives of encouraging dis-

semination of information, improving public understanding of radiation safety, 

and opening communication between the Chapter and the National Health 

Physics Society (HPS).   

  

Schools have been dropping advanced programs in radiation safety resulting in 

fewer radiation safety professionals.  The ingrowth of new professionals is not 

matching or even approaching the loss of senior professionals.  I encourage an 

increase in chapter participation at outreach opportunities such as displays and 

demonstrations at teacher conferences like the Physics Teacher Education Coa-

lition Conference in Baltimore March 11- 13, 2016.  Encouraging science stu-

dents in the area to attend our technical dinner meetings may increase interest 

in the field.  Interaction between students, young professionals, and our senior 

members is important in transferring essential knowledge and experience to 

our future radiation safety workforce. 

 

Holding chapter meetings at locations in Northern Virginia, DC, and the Balti-

more area in addition to the Bethesda/Rockville corridor may make it easier for 

members & guests working or living in these areas to attend.  Members, who 

do not normally attend meetings, participated in the events at Clyde’s in Ty-

son’s, the Sports Bar in Crystal City, and the NS Savannah in Baltimore.  We 

learned from those meetings that semi-private areas do not work well because 

of the extreme background noise.  I recommend the Chapter invest in a private 

room at similar venues so that our presenters can be heard.  The meeting with 

Commissioner Ostendorff on the NS Savannah in April was our most success-

ful this past year with 69 attending, including members, guests, and students 

from Central and Northeast Maryland.  The meeting included technical tours of 

the ship and demonstrations for Boy Scouts from Prince George’s and Fairfax 

counties working on the Nuclear Science merit badge. (Continued on page 2) 
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Standing Committees 

 

Nominating &Awards: 

Welsey Wu 

Program: 

Stephen Luke  

Education &Training: 

John Crapo 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 

Website: 

National HPS 

Finance: 

Brian Livingston 

 

Newsletter: 

Kathy McLellan 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Important Positions 

 

Science Teachers Workshop 

Ray Johnson 

 

Certification Review Course 

John Crapo 

 

First Responder Volunteers 

Kathy McLellan 

 

 

Upcoming Program for 2015 year 
By Stephen Luke 

September Meeting  TBD 

 

October Meeting TBD 

 

November 13, 2015,  President Elect, HPS,  Bob Cherry, Place 

TBD  

 President’s Message Continued from page 1 

Many members continue to be behind in membership dues.  In the July 2014 

HPS newsletter, past President Darrell Fisher addressed a similar situation at the 

National organization.  He stated that there might be problems with perceptions 

of value and the need to belong to professional organizations.  I feel it is im-

portant that we ensure the technical content of our meetings is strong and ap-

pealing to our Chapter members so that we retain and recruit membership.    

 

Finally, I want to encourage Chapter members to contact their members in Con-

gress to defeat H.R. 2032, the Government Spending Accountability (GSA) Act 

of 2015, which the House introduced in April 2015 and would further codify the 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) regulations that limit federal employ-

ee travel to conferences.  In reaction to the GSA employees’ travel to a training 

conference in Las Vegas in 2010, OMB issued a series of regulations that re-

stricted use of travel funds by federal employees and contractors.  Attendance by 

federal employees at professional meetings, such as the BWCHPS’s annual 

meeting and the HPS’s annual and mid-year meetings, has decreased significant-

ly since 2010 and the implementation of these restrictions.  Attendance at pro-

fessional meetings is necessary to expose members to the latest advances in radi-

ation safety and to maintain competency.  As stated by Past President Fisher in 

the June 2015 newsletter, the OMB travel regulations prevent federal workers 

and contractors from interacting with peers, attending training courses, and pre-

senting scientific papers.  Several of the HPS’s “Inside the Beltway” articles 

have discussed the importance of contacting our members of Congress in both 

the House of Representatives and Senate.  A skilled government workforce is 

critical to ensure competent oversight of radiation safety by government agen-

cies and is in the best interest of our legislature to reverse the Administration’s 

policy of restricted travel in order to maintain a competent federal workforce.  

 

Tanya Oxenberg 

The views presented here are of the author and do not represent her employer or the federal government. 



 

Check out the 

hps website!   

http://

www.hps.org/ 
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Membership Corner 
By Jim Lewis 

OH NO!!! It’s August already.  This means that the summer season is half 

over.  For some this means quality time at the beach, some other exotic vaca-

tion spot, or just taking in the sights in Indianapolis at the Health Physics Soci-

ety’s annual conference.  It means that the start of the Baltimore-Washington 

Chapter’s 2015-2016 chapter year has begun.  Chapter dues for most need to be 

paid during this period.  Invoices for the 2015-2016 year will be sent this 

month through two mechanisms.  The first and most convenient way, is 

through the Chapter’s wildapricot account – www.bwchps.wildapricot.org  Us-

ing this method will allow an electronic payment for the dues as well as any 

other transactions with the Chapter.  I will also mail a notice so a check can be 

sent to the Chapter.   

 

Our address is: 

  Baltimore-Washington Health Physics Society 

  P.O. Box 4211 

  Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

A check can be sent to this post office box with your payment. 

 

 While you are taking a moment’s rest, please log into the website –

www.bwchps.wildapricot.org – and update your member’s profile information, 

so we will have your current contact information.  This will be helpful for bill-

ing, but most importantly, it will allow the Chapter to email you information on 

upcoming meetings and other Chapter events.  The Chapter has several inter-

esting programs planned over the upcoming Chapter year and great opportuni-

ties to network with fellow professionals. 

 

 If I can provide any assistance with membership issues, please do not 

hesitate to contact me at 410-537-3300 or email me at 

Jim.Lewis@maryland.gov.  Enjoy the rest of the summer.  I hope to see every-

one at the next Chapter meeting. 

 

The State of Maryland has released Supplement 25 to its Control of Ionizing 

Radiation Regulation (COMAR 26.12.01.01).  This supplement to the regula-

tion is in effect now.  An unofficial copy of this supplement can be downloaded 

from the Maryland Department of the Environment's website.  Go 

to www.mde.state.md.us.  Once on the home page, click on the Air Programs, 

then click on the Radiological Health link.  When on the Radiological Health 

page, click on Regulations for Control of Ionizing Radiation. 

State of  Maryland Update of  Regulations 

http://www.bwchps.wildapricot.org
mailto:Jim.Lewis@maryland.gov
http://www.mde.state.md.us/


 

Newsletter Editor: 
Kathy McLellan 
Health Physicist 
Germantown, MD 

BWCHPS 

Phone: 240-401-6019 
Email: 
K_McLellan@verizon.net 

 

Check out our 
website!   

http://
hpschapters.org/
bwc/or   http://

bwchps.wildapricot.o
rg/ 
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EMP L OYM EN T  OPPO RTU N I TI ES  

Check  the following websites for employment opportunities: 

 

http://www.hps.org 

 

http://www.usajobs.gov 

 

http://hpschapters.org/bws 

First Responder Volunteer Update  
By Kathy McLellan 

The team  will be providing  training in the northern Virginia area. 

We will be having a meeting the following week after the presenta-

tion in Virginia. 

 If you are interested in participating, please contact program coor-

dinator, Kathy McLellan at K_McLellan@verizon.net or 240-401-

6019. Training and support are provided.  

HPS Midyear Meeting  

 January 31 to February 2, 2016   

Austin, TX 



 

Check out the 

hps website!   

http://

www.hps.org/ 

Specialists in Radiation Safety. 
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Maryland Proton Treatment Center 
By Jill Rosenberg 

 In 2012, the University of Maryland School of Medicine Department of 

Radiation Oncology broke ground on the Maryland Proton Treatment Center, 

located in Baltimore. 

 This is a $200 Million, 100,010 square foot facility design to treat can-

cer using high speed proton generated by a 90 ton cyclotron particle accelera-

tor.  The facility has 5 radiation treatment rooms and anticipates treating 2000 

patients a year when it becomes operational in December2015. 

 The proton beams are directed to the tumor through a rotating gantry 

surrounding the patient.  The protons are accelerated to approximately 1/3 the 

speed of light enabling higher energy dose levels to be delivered to the most 

difficult to reach tumors.  It uses a pencil beam scanning approach to essential-

ly “paint” the tumor without damaging surrounding tissues.  This is especially 

important for pediatric patients.   

 The Maryland Proton Treatment Center is the first in the Mid-Atlantic 

area and only the fifteenth in the United States.  For more information and to 

arrange a tour of the Maryland Proton Center, contact Jill Rosenberg at jrosen-

berg@umm.edu.   

mailto:jrosenberg@umm.edu
mailto:jrosenberg@umm.edu
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BWCHPS 
Execut ive  Committee  
Meet ings:  
 
 
August  19 ,  2015  
September 16,  2015  
Check websi te  for  lo-
cation  
 

Chapter Meeting Summaries 
By Wesley Wu 

The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society (BWCHPS) 

held the 2015 Annual Meeting on 8 May 2015 at the Hilton Washington DC/

Rockville Hotel & Executive Meeting Center, Rockville, Maryland.   

 

Dr. Nolan Hertel of Georgia Institute of Technology, on behalf of Risk and Reg-

ulatory Analysis Team, Human Health Risk and Environmental Analysis Group 

in the ORNL, gave a presentation titled as “FGR15 External Exposure to Radio-

nuclides in Soil, Air, and Water: Methods and Status.”  Dr. John Boice of the 

NCRP presented Low Dose Radiation Research – Do We Need It?  He cited the 

H.R. 35 – Low-Dose Radiation Research Act of 2015 that passed earlier this 

year, “… the rapid increase in medically-based radiation exposures, cleanup of 

radioactively contaminated sites, as well as the need for science-based policies 

regarding the possible expansion of nuclear power, require a level of research 

and scientific expertise that the US is rapidly losing – in universities, in national 

labs, and in industry.”  Mr. Greg Komp gave a presentation titled as “A brief 

Synopsis of Army Contributions to Early Health Physics and Nuclear Engineer-

ing.”  Mr. Ray Johnson presented his study titled as “Why Telling the Truth 

about Radiations NOT Working?”  Mr. James Poppiti of Department of Energy 

presented the final findings of the WIPP incident occurred last year.    

Four affiliate exhibitors, RSCS, RSO Inc, Atlantic Nuclear Corporation and 

Dade Moeller, presented their products and services available.  During the meet-

ing breaks, many attendees visited the affiliate exhibitions.  Ms. Bethany Cecere 

of Nuclear Regulatory Commission thoroughly reviewed the history of emer-

gency planning to ensure the protection of public health and safety in the event 

of a radiological emergency.   Mr. Dave Allard of Pennsylvania Department of 

Environment Protection talked about technologically enhanced naturally occur-

ring radiative material (TENORM), due to natural gas drilling in Pennsylvania.  

Dr. Alan Fellman of Dade Moeller gave a presentation titled as “Is it Really Ra-

diation Safety, If Safety Left Town?”  He questioned the correctness of the LNT 

model that led to an extended discussion among the attendees. 

 

The chapter election results were announced for the new fiscal year officers: 

President – Tanya Oxenberg, President-Elect – Stephen Luke, Past President – 

Wesley Wu, Secretary – Matthew Mille, Treasurer – Brian Livingston, Member-

ship Director – Jim Lewis, and Affiliate Director – Kathy McLellan.  The chap-

ter also thanked the outgoing officers, Kathy McLellan (Past President), Bob 

Phillips (Acting Secretary) and John Crapo (Affiliate Director).   

 

The annual meeting provided an opportunity for the chapter members to meet 

their colleagues, learn the current status of their colleague’s work, and to have 

some meaningful discussions.  It was a successful meeting as commented by 

many chapter members.  

 

In addition, the BWCHPS also held a technical dinner meeting on 14 April 2015 

at the Nuclear Ship Savannah, Baltimore, Maryland.  The speaker was NRC 

Commissioner William C. Ostendorff, who presented "Current Regulatory Is-

sues”.  Sixty seven people attended this event.  Before the presentation, many 

attendees toured the nuclear ship.  Thanks to the crews of the ship to host the 

event. 



 

Page 7  

Notable Achievements of Chapter Members 

Distinguished  Public Service Award 2015 
Nominated by Allen Brodsky 
Chapter Member receiving,  Charles M. Ferrell 
 
Founders Award 2015 
Nominated by Ken Groves 
Chapter Member receiving, John C. Taschner 
 
50 year Service Award, National Health Physics Society 
Chapter Member,  Robert Phillips 
 
Congratulations to Gustavo Vazquez on his retirement from the Department of  
Energy,  38 years of  service to the American people 
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In Memoriam: Marlow Stangler 
By Allen Brodsky 

Marlow Stangler and Sara DeCair at a meeting of the Baltimore-Washington Chapter, HPS, in 2007 

Obituary for Marlow J. Stangler   

February 8, 1932 -  January 31, 2015 

Marlow J. Stangler of Vienna, Virginia, passed away on Saturday January 31, 2015. Marlow joined the 

Health Physics Society at its birth and was presented the Fellow Award in 2008.  He was also a long-time 

member of the Baltimore-Washington Chapter. 

 

Marlow was born in Waterville, Minnesota. He obtained a B.S. degree from Mankato State College, Man-

kato, Minnesota, with majors in physics, mathematics, chemistry, and biology. He also received an Atomic 

Energy Commission graduate fellowship in radiological health physics at the University of Rochester, 

Rochester, New York, which included two terms of graduate courses in radiation physics, biology and ra-

diation protection practice, followed by three months of summer on-the-job training at Brookhaven Na-

tional Laboratory, Brookhaven, New York.  (Continued on page 9) 

 

   



 

Page 9  

Marlow had over fifty years of full-time experience as a health physicist, and continued to be active after 

retirement in responder training, and in Society courses and publications, related to civil defense and 

homeland security. He was considered a walking history of civil defense organizations and technology, 

and readily provided advice and information in his areas of expertise. His honesty and other ethical stand-

ards were the highest; his advice and counsel were always trustworthy. He was an indefatigable profes-

sional. 

 

Many of his earliest accomplishments were at the Federal Civil Defense Administration, where he devel-

oped the Radiological Defense Training Program and conducted dozens of courses throughout the U.S. He 

participated in civil defense projects at the atomic bomb test at the Nevada Test Site, and conducted two 

months of training for responders in radioactive fallout fields at Operation Plumbob in 1957.  His courses 

were given high ratings by firemen, policemen, and other emergency responders. He was also involved in 

the early CDV instrument program at Battle Creek headquarters, providing radiation survey instruments 

for training throughout the nation. 

 

Later, he became Chief of the Plans Branch for Operations in the Department of Defense's Office of Civil 

Defense, where he was responsible for radiological, chemical and biological defense preparedness. In that 

capacity, he was instrumental in procuring civil defense radiological instruments and equipment for the 

entire nation, often managing to specify and procure instruments such as pocket chambers, gieger coun-

ters, and ion chamber survey instruments by the millions for only ten dollars apiece.  

 

In 1964, he initiated the Radiological Instrument Inspection, Maintenance, and Calibration (RIM&C) Pro-

gram and later developed the Civil Defense CDV-794 calibrators used by all States having RIM&C facili-

ties. In 1979, he spent several weeks in Pennsylvania as part of the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency's 

response to the Three Mile Island incident. In 1980, Mr. Stangler moved to the Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency's (FEMA) Radiological Emergency Preparedness Program for off-site radiological emer-

gency preparedness and response for incidents at commercial nuclear power reactor sites.  

 

After retiring in 1994, he became a member of FEMA's training faculty, presenting courses titled 

"Radiological Emergency Response Operations" and "Advanced Radiological Incident Operations." He 

was also a member of the FEMA training faculty and presented courses at the Noble Training Center lo-

cated at Ft. McClellan in Anniston, Alabama.  

 

Marlow Stangler is survived by his wife of 60 years, Patricia Lynch Stangler; children Mark, Paul, Sheila 

and Patrick; five grandchildren; and one great grandchild.   

 
In Memoriam 
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In Memoriam:  David P. Alberth 
By Gerald Falo 

Major [retired] David P. Alberth of Bel Air, passed away peacefully in Harford 

Memorial Hospital on Sunday May 3, surrounded by family and friends. Born 

February 26, 1948, in Ellwood City, Pa. to John and Eva Alberth. Dave is 

survived by brothers Chris Alberth and friend Jim Casola of Madison, NJ, 

Paul Alberth and friend Rickey Vickery of Helena, Montana, sisters Becky 

Johnston and her husband Cliff Johnston of Morrisdale, Pa, and Annette 

Alberth of Carrollton, Pa and his niece Jenny Johnston of Morrisdale, Pa. He 

was predeceased by brothers Tim and Mark Alberth and sisters Elaine Molling 

and Johanna Alberth. 

 

Dave entered the field of radiation protection after being awarded the 

Bachelor of Science (1970) and Master of Education (1972) from Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania. His further academic education included doctoral 

studies in medical physics at The Johns Hopkins University from 1978-1981. 

Dave's Army service started in 1972 and included assignments such as staff 

instructor at the US Army Academy of Health Sciences, Chief of the 

Operations Branch of the Health Physics Office at Walter Reed Army Medical 

Centers, and Chief, Laser and Microwave Division at the US Army 

Environmental Hygiene Agency. After his service in 1992, Dave entered the 

Federal Civil Service and served as a Senior Health Physicist and Master 

Consultant at the US Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive 

Medicine and successor agencies. During his military and civilian service, 

he mentored much of today's current senior Army nuclear medical science 

officers (Army health physicists) and senior civilian personnel. In 

recognition of his service and among his numerous awards and honors, Dave 

was inducted in to the Order of Military Medical Merit in 2007, and he was 

also awarded the Civilian Superior Service Award by the Military Section of 

the Health Physics Society in 2014. 

 

A man of culture as well as science, Dave was fluent in French and German, 

and taught himself music theory and zither as a child. Harmonica, Guitar 

Recorder, all manner of wind and string instruments inspired and retained 

his active attention throughout his life. For many years as a member of the 

American Recorder Society, David performed, and collected classical 

blokfluit repertoire literature. Even later in life, as he was struggling 
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In Memoriam:  Alfred  William (Al) Grella 
By Rick Rawl and Jim Williams 

Alfred William (Al) Grella, 85, of Locust Grove, VA died peacefully at his home on Wednesday July 22, 

2015.  Al was born April 29, 1930 in Bridgeport, CT and received a degree in chemistry from the Univer-

sity of Connecticut in 1952.  He served in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean War and maintained a 

love of aviation throughout his life.  He was a Certified Health Physicist and became a Fellow of the 

Health Physics Society in 1990.  Al worked for the U.S. Government for 27 years, including the U.S. De-

partment of Transportation and the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  He was considered by many to 

be a pioneer and authority on radioactive material transportation and was Chief of the Radioactive Mate-

rials Branch and served as the U.S Competent Authority at DOT for many years. Al was well known and 

respected, both professionally and personally, by his friends and colleagues in the international communi-

ty. His participation in formulating the International Atomic Energy Agency Transport Safety Regula-

tions helped set the stage for consistent and workable international transportation regulations for many 

years. After leaving DOT he attended the National War College and subsequently joined the NRC where 

he continued to contribute to transport safety.  After his retirement, he remained active in the field by 

providing assistance to continued development of the transportation regulations and outreach materials.  

He also provided training and consulting services to a variety of clients throughout the country.  Al men-

tored many people early in their careers that are still in the radioactive material transport field today and 

gave his time generously. He was always willing to explain technical and regulatory matters that he had 

great insight into based on his many years of experience. He is remembered fondly by many for his 

knowledge and grace.  In addition to his parents, Joseph and Julia Grella, he was preceded in death by his 

first wife of almost 52 years, Delores Squeo Grella, and five siblings, Edward, Joseph, Louise, Albert and 

Ralph.  He is survived by his sister, Theresa Morris, and sister-in-law, Marian Grella.  Al is also survived 

by his loving wife of nine years, Peggy, five children, seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Al was a member of The Lake of the Woods Church for 34 years, where he served in various leadership 

positions. He was also an active member of the Lake of the Woods Lions Club.  
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BWCHPS 

Chapter Officers and Committee Chairpersons Email 
Addresses 

President   Tanya Oxenberg Tanya.oxenberg@jhu.edu 

Past President   De Wesley Wu  dweswu@gmail.com     
President Elect  Stephen Luke  ndsvenim222@hotmail.com 

Secretary   Matt Mille  mmille1@gmail.com 

Treasurer        Brian Livingston  blivi21@yahoo.com 

 

 

Nominating & Awards De Wesley Wu  dweswu@gmail.com  

Membership Director  James Lewis  Jim.Lewis@maryland.gov  

Affiliates Director Kathy McLellan K_mclellan@verizon.net 

Website                        National HPS   

Finance   Brian Livingston blivi21@yahoo.com 

Newsletter             Kathy McLellan K_McLellan@verizon.net 

Education &Training   John Crapo  John.crapo@orise.orau.gov 

 

 

 

Science Teachers Workshop    Ray Johnson    Ray.Johnson@moellerinc.com 

    Andrew Giagnacova  AndrewG@gmail.com 

Certification Review                 John Crapo        John.Crapo@orise.orau.gov 

First Responder Volunteers     Kathy McLellan      K_McLellan@verizon.net 

 

 



 

 

Our Affiliates help support our Chapter’s functions and activities, therefore we should show our support to 
them.  When seeking for services or products please keep them in mind. The BWCHPS Affiliates greatly support 
our Chapter. The following are the current BWCHPS Affiliates, and the point of contact in each company. 

Dade Moeller & Associates, 
Inc. 

Specializing in Occupational & 
Environmental Health Sciences 

Sean Austin 
438 N. Frederick Ave, Suite 220 

Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

Corporate: 509-946-0410 

Academy Tel: 800-871-7930 

Fax: 301-990-9878 

Sean.Austin@moellerinc.com 

www.moellerinc.com 

F&J Specialty Products, Inc. 

The Nucleus of Quality Air Monitoring 
Programs  

Frank M. Gavila 

404 Cyrpess Road 

Ocala, FL 34472 

Tel: 352-680-1177 

Fax: 352-680-1454 

fandj@fjspecialty.com 

www.fjspecialty.com 

 

Laurus Systems, Inc. 

Protecting People, Places &      
Property 
Laura Lynch  

8779 Autumn Hill Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Tel: 410-465-5558 

Fax: 410-465-5257 

LauraLynch@Laurussystems.com 

www.laurussytems.com 

Canberra Industries, Inc 

Michael W. Engelsman 

800 Research Parkway 

Meriden, CT 06480 

Tel: 301-854-0083 

menglesman@canberra.com 

www.canberra.com 

 

Radiation Safety & Control Services 
Offering expertise in all aspects of radi-
ation safety and radiation measurement 
applications 
Fred Straccia 
91 Portsmouth Ave 
Stratham, NH 03885 
Phone: (800) 525-8339 
Fax: (603) 778-6879 
http://www.radsafety.com  

RSO, Inc. 

Leads the way in radiation-related 
products and services  

Steven K. McDaniel 

P. O. Box 1450 

Laurel, MD 20725-1450 

Tel: 301-953-2482 

Fax: 301-498-3017 

smcdaniel@rsoinc.com 

 www.rsoinc.com 

Atlantic Nuclear Corporation 
Michael J. Rook 
100 Weymouth St - Unit E 
Rockland, MA 02370 
Mobile: 203-927-7503 
Main: 800-878-9118 
E-mail: anc20@att.net 
Website: www.atnuke.com 

  

http://www.radsafety.com
mailto:anc20@att.net
http://www.atnuke.com/

