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NEWSLETTER 

BWCHPS Members, 
 
Greetings and Happy New Years! I hope your holiday season was restful and 
enjoyable. Having a 12 month-old girl learning to walk made my December cer-
tainly enjoyable, but not too restful. May 2013 bring each of you happiness and 
prosperity. 
 
At the start of each year, the common thing to do is to make New Years resolu-
tions. Most people, myself included, set a lofty resolution and forget about it 
within three weeks. I tell myself, “Oh well, there’s always next year.” There’s al-
ways a sense of disappointment when the goal is not achieved. In order to be 
successful in maintaining the New Years resolutions, smaller goals should be set 
to give a certain traceability to progress made. Let’s say your resolution is to have 
a finding-free radiation safety inspection. To be successful, we as radiation safety 
professionals would establish a checklist or review sheet for the entire radiation 
safety program to assure all applicable regulations are addressed. Quarterly sur-
veys, radioactive material inventories and radiation safety training would be com-
pleted prior to the inspection. These few small steps will move you forward to-
ward achieving your resolution of a finding-free inspection. 
 
I encourage you, as BWCHPS members, to add one more resolution to your list: 
Be an active member of the BWCHPS. Being an “active member” can be 
achieved in a plethora of mechanisms. Attending our monthly dinner meetings is 
a great way to show support for the chapter while also reconnecting with col-
leagues and furthering your knowledge of the health physics profession. Submit-
ting newsletter articles on topics of interest in the health physics community al-
lows you to share your knowledge and insight with the chapter. Serving as an 
Executive Committee member directly serving the BWCHPS is a great way to 
become an active member. Volunteering to assist with the first-responder train-
ing program does two things. First, it provides you as an individual the ability to 
give back to the local community in a much needed way. Second, it enhances the 
name and notoriety of the BWCHPS in the local community. 
 
We on the Executive Committee hope we are serving the chapter well. Please let 
us know if there are ways we can improve the benefits of membership. We are 
always looking for ways to grow, both in membership and activities. Please con-
sider becoming an active member of the BWCHPS. Happy New Years! 
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CHAPTER BREAKING NEWS 

 
The Baltimore Washington Chapter will be working with National HPS 
in hosting the 2014 Annual HPS meeting in Baltimore. Stay tune for 
more details and requests for participation! This announcement has 
been released by the executive committee.  

 
 

BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON CHAPTER OF 
THE HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY  

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

January 23, 2013, Diane Sieracki , The U.S. NRC’s Safety Culture Policy 

Statement—Industry Activities at Barking Dog in Bethesda at 6 PM-

9PM 

 

 

February 20, 2013, S.A. Timothy Petrousky and S.A. John Louden, Jr., 

“Local Hazmat/WMD cases and responses and emerging trends and 

threats.” Barking Dog in Bethesda, 6-9 PM  

 

 

March, To Be Determined 

 

 

April, Social Event in Bethesda area To Be Determined 

 

 

May 3, Annual Meeting  
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FA L L DI N N E R ME E T I N G S  
B Y  M A T T H E W  S P I E R E N B U R G  

 
The BWCHPS held three technical dinner meetings in the fall of  2012. 
 
1. The first meeting was held on September 27, 2012. Ms. Bethney Davidson of  the U.S. 

Army Public Health Command presented a talk titled “Risk Communication for HP’s: 
Current Developments Since the Fukushima Daiichi Accident.” The presentation fo-
cused on the necessity of  communicating with the general public on their level of  un-
derstanding and in a manner that allows them to make appropriate risk acceptance deci-
sions. Ms. Davidson emphasized that people will believe information from sources they 
trust and are familiar with (Think Aunt Sally saying she heard from Bob down the 
street that all radiation is bad). 
 

2. The second dinner meeting was a joint meeting with the Mid-
Atlantic Chapter of  the American Academy of  Physicists in 
Medicine (AAPM). The meeting was held on October 18, 
2012 at the Far East Restaurant in Rockville, MD. Dr. John 
Boice, President of  the National Council for Radiation Pro-
tection (NCRP), presented a talk titled “Secondary Cancers 
from Cardiovascular Diseases Following Radiation Therapy.” 
Dr. Boice briefed the extensive studies being performed on a 
wide population to determine what factors (doses, radiation 
types, age of  exposed individual, etc.) lead to secondary can-
cers resulting from radiation therapies. 
 

3. The third dinner meeting of  the fall was on December 5, 2012 at the Barking Dog Res-
taurant in College Park, MD. Dr. Darrel Fisher, President-Elect of  the National Health 
Physics Society (HPS), made the yearly visit to the BWCHPS to discuss the current 
state of  the national society. Dr. Fisher listed his goals during his tenure as President-
Elect. His primary goal is to establish a solid legislative agenda to adequately utilize the 
services of  the lobbyist hired by the HPS. Dr. Fisher also highlighted concerns in over-
all membership decline while certain key demographics namely students and young 
professional, increased in numbers. 

 
The BWCHPS is planning an interesting, technically exceptional slate of  presentations for 
the spring half  of  the 2012-2013 chapter year. Please keep an eye on your email for the lat-
est announcements of  the BWCHPS. 
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CHP CERTIFICATION REVIEW COURSE  
CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 

By John Crapo 

 
I once again appeal to your sense of  pride and desire to ensure the future purveyors of  our pro-
fession are educated and appropriately credentialed to maintain its ongoing reputation for excel-
lence. Each of  you reading this newsletter knows at least one person practicing this profession 
that could facilitate one of  the sessions described above. Many of  you also know one or more 
aspiring young health physicists that would benefit from your guidance on the need to seek certi-
fication and the obvious advantage to participating in an exam preparation course like this one to 
improve the probability of  success. I would ask that you consider volunteering to contribute to 
this course by circulating information about it in the workplace and perhaps facilitate a session, 
particularly in the areas of  applied health physics. If  you are interested, please contact me at 
john.crapo@orise.orau.gov.  

FIRST RESPONDER VOLUNTEER UPDATE  
By Kathy McLellan 

 
Several team members participated in the National Capitol Region Full Scale Exercise Opera-
tion Winter Wasteland as controllers/evaluators, a test of  the first responders in the NCR for 
illicit radioactive materials entering the NCR. One team member was a member of  the team 
that developed the exercise. The exercise was designed for 4 jurisdictions and had 13 source 
locations all of  which were found and adjudicated through triage/reach back. The exercise 
was deemed a success.  
 

Program coordinator Kathy McLellan has been working with COG to provide training to first 
responders. Recent requests have come in for training in all facets of  radiation response both 
for police and fire. We have recently provided training to Loudoun County Fire and Rescue 
firefighters and will be providing three more training sessions in January. Current initiatives are 
under development and will be rolled out soon. 
The team would like to welcome several new members who have joined recently. If  you are 
interested in participating, please contact program coordinator, Kathy McLellan at 
K_McLellan@verizon.net or 240-401-6019. Training and support are provided. We will be 
having another meeting in January/February time frame. Stay tuned! 
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CHP CERTIFICATION REVIEW COURSE  
By John Crapo 

 
We anticipate offering the course again in 2013. We will, however, revert to the previous format of meeting one 
day a week over the course of 12-14 weeks, as the format employed this year was very taxing for the course co-
ordinator. The first 7 offerings will cover basic health physics with a mix of presentation and problem solving: 

Radiological fundamentals  
Biological effects of ionizing radiation/radiation risk 
Health physics instrumentation/statistics 
External dose assessment 
Internal dose assessment 
Environmental assessment 
Radiation protection practice/evaluation 

These sessions are primarily focused on preparing a candidate for Part 1 of the certification examination, but 
will certainly reinforce expected knowledge of basic health physics for a Part 2 candidate. 
The remaining offerings (6-7) will focus almost exclusively on problem solving, with an effort towards address-
ing specific topics in applied health physics (i.e. reactor health physics, environmental health physics, fuel cycle 
health physics, medical health physics, university/laboratory/research health physics, accelerator health physics, 
etc.) at a given session. The intent with these sessions is to assist the part 2 candidate with capturing critical 
thought processes in a high stress, time-limited environment to enhance the probability of success on this part 
of the examination. These sessions will be less didactic and will require participation by the students. 
 
Participation 
 

The cost for the course will be $40.00 per session, or $500 for the complete course. The course will 
start no later than the middle of February to accommodate offering 12-14 sessions prior to the date of 
the examination (July 8, 2013). In order for the course to be effective, especially the problem-solving 
session, we will need to have at least 5 active students committed to attending each session. For more 
information, or to sign up, please contact John Crapo at john.crapo@orise.orau.gov. 

GA TECH NUCLEAR ENGINEERING 50TH ANNIVERSARY  
By Katharine McLellan 

 

The School of Nuclear Engineering at Georgia Institute of Technology on November 1-2 , 2012, celebrated its 
fiftieth anniversary. A number of our chapter members are graduates of the GA Tech program. Three mem-
bers were in attendance for some or all of the program, Dr. Peter Lyons, Greg Komp, and Katharine McLellan. 
Dr. Peter Lyons was the keynote speaker for the program and gave two presentations, the keynote address 
”Nuclear Energy: Safe, Clean Power for the Future” where he described some of the work of the Department 
of Energy’s Office of Nuclear Energy and updated the attendees on the current and near-term research and 
development plans related to the nuclear fuel cycle and reactor concepts. In addition, Dr. Lyons spoke the Nu-
clear Fuel Cycle in another presentation discussing activities to improve the management of spent nuclear fuel 
and waste disposal ; and research under way to develop the next generation of Light Water Reactor fuels with 
enhanced accident Tolerance and higher burn-up characteristics. Chapter member Greg Komp presented on 
Friday afternoon and his presentation is discussed in an accompanying article. 
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GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  
SCHOOL OF NUCLEAR ENGINEERING  

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
By Greg Komp 

 
Georgia Tech celebrated the 50 year anniversary of the founding of the School of Engineering on 1-2 
November 2012. As an alum of the video distance learning program, I was invited to speak during the 
Colloquium on History & Contributions of Nuclear Engineering at Georgia Tech. I decided to follow the historical 
theme. My title was: A Brief Synopsis of Army Contributions to Early Health Physics and Nuclear Engineering. I 
thought this would be an easy talk to give, since there is tons of material written about Army history. I 
thought wrong. I could easily find material on the Chemical Corps Gas Units, the Medical programs, 
and the Manhattan Engineering District contributions to the War effort, but not anything directly relat-
ed to radiation safety. So I started digging and found a few tidbits.  

Along my journey I discovered that CPT Borden developed the first guidelines for the safe use of x-rays 
in 1898, shortly after their discovery. CPT Borden published his guidelines, The use of the Roentgen Ray by 
the Medical Department of the United States Army in the War with Spain (1898) in 1900. These were some of 
the guidelines proposed to protect patients: 

  exposure should never exceed 30 min;  
  the X-ray tube should never be closer than 10 inches (25.4 cm) from the body 
  repeated exposures should never be made within 3 days of the previous exposure 

The Army was significantly involved in the Manhattan Project, with most of the activities falling under 
the authority the Manhattan Engineering District. Many of the early health physics and industrial hy-
giene practices were developed at the various laboratories involved in the project. The Army also led the 
teams during the first surveys of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. One of the pictures I found was very similar 
to one I have from my father’s war album. I know he provided security for Hiroshima. I wonder if he 
did on these early entries.  

Another discovery I made was the 1st Radiation Safety Support Team. This team, later reorganized as 
the 1st Army chemical Unit, provided many of the radiation surveys and dosimetry in support of the 
weapons tests in the pacific and in Nevada. The Navy also provided personnel to the unit for the Rad-
Chem lab section. The Army Chemical Corps in 1958 was assigned additional missions for health phys-
ics missions, training, and disposal of radioactive wastes. They established one of the first courses to 
train radiation safety officers, and the Atomic Energy Commission was provided 50 slots per year for 
their personnel.  

The last area I discussed was the Army Nuclear Power Program. This is fairly well documented, so I 
won’t go into a lot of detail here. This program was started in 1954 and trained over 1000 Nuclear Pow-
er Plant operators, forming the basis for the emerging civilian and military nuclear power program. 
There is a long list of accomplishments associated with this program that are much less well known 
than the infamous SL-1 accident in Idaho.  

Each of these areas needs additional research to fully document their history. I want to pull together a 
full history of the Army radiation safety program. I welcome stories, photos, documents, and anything 
else that might help tell a story that needs to be told. 
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NEW PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN  
ACADEMY OF HEALTH PHYSICS 

 
Ray Johnson 

 
 
Ray begins his term as President at the HPS Midyear meeting in Scottsdale, 
AZ on January 27, 2013. He previously served the Academy as Treasurer. 
Ray has been a CHP since 1983 and a member of the Baltimore -
Washington Chapter for over 30 years. Ray became editor of the chapter 
Newsletter after the first issue in 1983 and continued for over 20 years. He 
served as Chapter President in 1990-1991 and has attended most of the Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings since 1983. He began teaching the Science 
Teacher Workshops with Charlie Willis in 1995 and has presented about 15 
since then. Ray co-chaired the Local Arrangements Committee with Nancy 
Newman for the largest meeting the HPS ever held in Washington, DC in 
1991. In 2004 he served as Academic Dean with Dr. Allen Brodsky for the 
largest HPS summer school with 180 attendees on Public Protection from 
Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Terrorism. He was elected an honorary 
life member of the Chapter in 1998. Ray has been a national HPS member 
since 1966 and has served as Secretary, Treasurer, and President. Ray began 
his career in health physics in 1963 as a Commissioned Officer in the US 
Public Health Service after getting degrees from the University of Vermont, 
MIT, and Harvard. He was assigned to the newly formed US Environmental 
Protection Agency in 1970 and became Chief of the Radiation Surveillance 
Branch in headquarters until his retirement in 1985 as an O-6 with 29 years 
of service. He then set up a consulting practice which became the Radiation 
Safety Academy where he has participated in training over 3,000 RSOs. In 
2007 the Academy joined the Dade Moeller company. He continues to teach 
and consult for Dade Moeller as the Director of the Radiation Safety Coun-
seling Institute. Ray has authored over 500 book chapters, articles, papers, 
reports, and presentations on radiation safety, instrumentation, radon, risk 
communication, and the psychology of radiation safety. Ray has over 30 
awards from the HPS and other professional organizations. He was elected 
Fellow of the HPS in 2000. He has served as a Commissioned Stephen Min-
ister in the United Methodist Church since 2003. 

Check out the 
hps website!  

http://
www.hps.org/ 

Specialists in Radiation Safety. 

 

Chartered 18 November 1958 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Michael S. Davidson, CHP, CHMM 

 
On October 8, 2012 Michael Stephen Davidson, a member of the Health Phys-
ics Society (HPS) National and Baltimore-Washington Chapter, National Regis-
try Radiation Protection Technologists (NRRPT), and the American Nuclear 
Society (ANS) died unexpectedly in his home in Severna Park, Maryland. I think 
I speak for all who knew Mike that he was a true and trusted friend, profession-
al associate, and inspiration. Mike was both a Certified Health Physicist and a 
Certified Hazardous Material Manager. 

 
Mike was born on December 14, 1958 in Middletown, New York the oldest son of Janet 
(McCool) and Richard (Dick) Davidson. He graduated from Severna Park High School in 1976. 
He studied Offshore Operations and Marine Biology at the Florida Institute of Technology, 
earned a B.S. degree in Vocational Education from Southern Illinois University and a Master of 
Science in Management from Johns Hopkins University. He was the Vice President of Radiologi-
cal Services for Tidewater, Inc., an environmental and nuclear consulting company.  

In 2010, Mike was awarded The Charles D. (Bama) McKnight Award which is presented to per-
sons who have given outstanding efforts in the radiation protection training field leading to in-
creased knowledge and professionalism among Radiation Protection Technologists. Mike was a 
member of the NRRPT since 1987 and has been a strong supporter of the NRRPT in his efforts 
to support training for the exam. Mike's contribution to training came in the form of an NRRPT 
preparation course. Over 1000 candidates have taken Mike's training course (with over 80% 
passing the exam). Mike had a degree in vocational education and therefore his teaching style and 
training was advantageous to the adult population taking the NRRPT exam. Mike also served as 
Chair, Professional Development Committee of the American Academy of Health Physics. 
Mike was a truly happy person who always lived life to the fullest. He loved the outdoors, partic-
ularly sailing on the Chesapeake Bay, and held a U.S.C.G. Captains License. He enjoyed many 
athletic pursuits including biking, boating, scuba diving, hiking, and snow skiing. He was a talent-
ed musician who loved to play guitar, bass, piano, and often serenaded his friends and family. He 
was instrumental in organizing the famous “Open Mic Night” at the annual HPS meetings where 
he and several HPS musicians would entertain us for hours. 
Mike was extremely loving and proud of his two daughters, Emily who is currently a senior at 
Villanova University and Caroline, a junior at Towson University. He is also survived by the love 
of his life, Diane Brown; his brother Rick, his wife Tina and their son, Justin; his brother Andy 
and his wife Margot and their children Sarah, Courtney and Fraser; his parents Janet and Dick 
Davidson of Annapolis, MD; and his many loving aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and friends.  
 
Donations may be made to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Attention: Memorial Gift, 6 Hern-
don Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21403 or on-line at http://www.cbf.org/gift . 
by Claude Wiblin, CHP 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Alvin Wendell Carriker, 1931-2012 

 

Wendell Carriker, 81, of Alexandria, Virginia, died at the Sunrise at Mount Vernon on 25 December 2012.  

Wendell was born in Harvard, Nebraska, on 9 December 1931. He graduated in 1953 from Nebraska 
Wesleyan University in Lincoln with a BA in physics and earned his MS in physics from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity in 1959. In 1953 he was selected for an Atomic Energy Commission Radiological Physics Fellow-
ship at Vanderbilt University and Oak Ridge National Laboratory.  

Wendell and his wife Marlene moved to the Washington, DC, area after their wedding in Nebraska on 3 
October 1954. From 1954 to 1960 he was the health physicist heading up the Radioisotopes and Reactor 
Section of the health physics staff at the Naval Research Lab.  

In 1957 Wendell became a member of the Health Physics Society when it was first formed. He helped 
organize the Baltimore-Washington Chapter, which was chartered in 1958 as the first chapter of the Socie-
ty. He served as the chapter secretary-treasurer (1959) and president (1961).  

From 1960 to 1965 he was employed by American Machine and Foundry in Alexandria, Virginia, working 
on research and development projects involving government contracts and corporate funding in uses of 
radioisotopes. He was involved in a feasibility demonstration project for the National Aeronautical and 
Space Administration to prove the capability of a C-14 tracer technique for detecting bacterial life-forms 
on Mars. From 1965 to 1977 he was at the Naval Oceanographic Office, doing work involving engineer-
ing development related to applying existing technology to the instrumentation systems used for measur-
ing oceanographic parameters related to the water column ocean floor and air-water interface. From 1978 
to 2000 he was the certified health physicist in the Office of Hazardous Materials Transportation of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). His initial task was to develop information and guidance for 
early responders to transportation accidents involving radioactive materials. He developed guidance docu-
ments and training classes for first on-scene responders.  

Since 1980 his prime responsibility was for the six guides related to radioactive material in the seven edi-
tions of the Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Guide (ERG) book generated at DOT. The ERG 
book was distributed nationwide with intent that a copy would be in every law, fire, and medical emergen-
cy response vehicle. As senior health physicist, he was involved with many federal, state, and local govern-
ment officials. Wendell retired from the government in September 2000 with 42 years of service.  

Wendell was an avid community volunteer for family and church activities. In the early to late 1970s, he 
volunteered as the Boy Scouts of America Troop 654 transportation chairman for all troop scouting activ-
ities. Wendell was an alumnus of the Theta Chi Fraternity at Nebraska Wesleyan. He was a music lover all 
his life and was a member of and toured with the Wesleyan Male A Cappella Chorus from 1951 to 1953. 
He especially enjoyed attending the Alexandria Harmonizer concerts locally. He was a member of the 
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society, located at the Hollin Hall Senior Center, and was successful in com-
piling his family history as far back as 1687. As Wendell was blind most of his adult life, he truly enjoyed 
the Talking Book Program sponsored through the Fairfax County Library system.  

Wendell and his wife Marlene have been members of Aldersgate UMC since 1966. Wendell taught Sunday 
school classes at Aldersgate United Methodist Church (UMC) when his children were young. He also 
worked on local blood drive collaboration between Aldersgate UMC and other area churches by organiz-
ing large-scale blood drives with INOVA Hospital.  



 

Check Out Our 
Website!  

http://www.hp
schapters.org/

bwc 
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Elections Information 
By Sean Austin  

It is once again time to put together a slate of  nominees for office for 
the next Chapter year. The three offices that will be open are: 
 

The President-elect performs duties as delegated by the President, 
including serving as Chairperson of  the Program committee, 
and in the absence of  the President, assumes the duties of  the 
President. At the end of  the first Chapter term, the ascension 
to the office of  the President is automatic. 

 
The Secretary maintains a record of  all non-financial transactions 

and meetings of  the Chapter and of  the Executive Committee. 
The Secretary ensures that an accurate roster of  the member-
ship is maintained and that announcements of  the Chapter 
meetings are distributed in a timely manner. The Secretary en-
sures that all ballots are distributed to the membership in a 
timely manner, accepts returned ballots, and oversees the tabu-
lation and certification of  votes. The term of  office for the 
Secretary is two Chapter years. 

 
The Affiliates Director reviews and approves applications for affili-

ate membership, maintains the affiliate membership database 
and performs duties as directed by the President. The term of  
office for the Affiliates Director is two Chapter years. 

 
Each of  these positions is rewarding and provides the candidate with 
the opportunity to work with peers from all domains of  practice of  
health physics and to aid in the ongoing development of  health phys-
ics professional in the metropolitan area. For further information and 
to volunteer for one of  these positions, please contact Sean Austin at 
sean.austin@moellerinc.com. Expressions of  interest must be submit-
ted by February 28, 2013. 
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BWCHPS 
Execut ive  Committee  
Meet ings:  
 
 
January  2013  
 
February  2013  
 
March 2013  
 
Apr i l  2013  
 
 
Annual  Meet ing 
 
May 3 ,  2013  
 
 

MEMBER NEWS NOTES  

Congratulations President Matthew Spierenburg for completing certifi-
cation process and passing second part of  the CHP exam. 
 
Congratulations to those chapter members who are National HPS 
members who received their 25 year certificates this year. 
 
Kathy McLellan participated in the CTOS Key Leader-Incident Com-
mander IND Response Course Pilot Workshop training as a SME re-
viewer in December 2012. 

Dr. Allen Brodsky will be teaching a course on basic health physics 
“HEALTH PHYSICS FOR NUCLEAR ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION “ using Jim Turner's book. He will have many interesting 
stories and handouts for the class. It is sure to be one to look forward to 
each week. The classes start on January 16 and go through May 5, 2013. 
For further information contact Dr. Brodsky or check the BWCHPS 
website. In addition Hal Peterson will be teaching an course in the MS 
program too. 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Brian Livingston    John Boice Jr 

George R. Cicotte 

 We hope to see you at our Chapter meetings! 

EM P L OY M E N T OP P O RT U N I T I E S 
Check the following websites for employment opportunities: 
 
http://www.hps.org 
 
http://www.usajobs.gov 
 
http://hpschapters.org/bwc 
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