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BWCHPS 

NEWSLETTER 

BWCHPS Members, 

 

Welcome to the 2012-2013 Chapter Year.  The Executive Committee is actively 
planning dinner meetings, social outings, and various other projects designed to 
make your membership in the Chapter a worthwhile investment.  The Executive 
Committee is dedicated to serving you and the rest of the membership. 

 

I write to you today to ask for your continued support of BWCHPS activities. 
 The Executive Committee works diligently to serve the Chapter, but is always in 
need of additional help.  I am not asking you to serve on the Executive Commit-
tee, although I will not stand in your way if you so wish to volunteer (we will be 
looking for nominations shortly after the New Year). Rather, I am asking you 
provide suggestions for dinner meeting speakers, submit newsletter articles for 
your newsletter, or recruit new members to join the Chapter.  Our CHP Exam 
Prep class, First Responder Training and Science Teacher Workshops are orga-
nized and executed by just a few individuals.  All of these are already exemplary 
services the Chapter offers. Imagine what the BWCHPS could do if we had a 
few more volunteers to help run these programs. 

 

During our Annual Meeting in May, William Haley presented on the Gulf Coast 
oil spill and briefly discussed the obstacles preventing timely and scientific re-
sponse.  While a major oil spill does not exactly pertain to the practice of radia-
tion protection, we as health physicist can surely better our emergency response 
procedures based on the lessons learned from the Deepwater Horizon incident.  
I encourage BWCHPS members to expand beyond strictly health physics related 
material, embrace other disciplines and look for new ways to answer some of the 
questions you may be facing in your day to day practice of health physics.  
Through our “thinking outside the box” we will better ourselves, better our 
communication with other professionals and better the name of the BWCHPS. 

 

Again, thank you for your continued support of the BWCHPS and we, the Exec-
utive Committee, look forward to providing an exceptional Chapter Year. 

 

Regards, 

 

Matt 
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CHA PT ER  BREA K I NG  NEW S  

 

Standing Committees 

 

Nominating &Awards: 

Sean Austin 

 

Program: 

Kathy McLellan 

 

Education &Training: 

Edward Tupin 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 

Website: 

National HPS 

Finance: 

David Ferguson 

 

Newsletter: 

Kathy McLellan 

David Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Important Positions 

 

Science Teachers Workshop 

Bill Holcomb 

 

Certification Review Course 

John Crapo 

 

First Responder Volunteers 

Kathy McLellan 

 

The Baltimore Washington Chapter will be working with National HPS in hosting 
the 2014 Annual HPS meeting in Baltimore. Stay tune for more details and requests 
for participation!  This announcement has been released by the executive commit-
tee. 

 

Chapter Dinner Meetings 
 

September 27, 2012,  Bethney Davidson,  Risk Communication for HP’s, at  
    Barking Dog in Bethesda at 6 PM-9PM 

 

October 18, 2012,   Dr. John Boice,  Secondary Cancers from Radiation Exposure,  

    Joint meeting with AAPM, Place TBD 

 

December 5, 2012,  Darryl Fisher,  President Elect, HPS,  Relevancy of Health 
Physics Society to Its Federal Legislative Agenda. Location TBD 

 

December 2012,  Holiday socializing,  pay as you go at a local establishment, TBD 

 

Member Notes 
Congratulations to the new members of the executive committee.  We wish them 
the best of luck in the next year! 

 

IND Forum 
By Kathy McLellan 

The IND forum was held in Washington DC in May.  It focused on Response and 
Recovery from an IND event in Washington DC using as guidance the NCR Key 
Response Planning Factors Document.  Included in the forum were talks on the 
Response and Recovery involving the entire community, and Resilience.  There 
was a panel discussion focusing on the core capabilities for IND response and Re-
covery including situational assessment, public information and warning , public 
and private services and resources and infrastructure systems.  This was followed 
by a series of  working groups the following day including response, recovery, 
public health and medical, communications and public messaging, and technical 
support/research and development working group.  The forum ended with a train 
the trainer option. 



 

Newsletter Editor: 
Kathy McLellan 
Health Physicist 
Germantown, MD 

BWCHPS 

Phone: 240-401-6019 
Email: 
K_McLellan@verizon.net 
 

Specialists in Radiation Safety. 
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Annual Meeting Pictures by Kathy McLellan and Carlos 

Corredor 
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First Responder Volunteer Update  
By Kathy McLellan 

Several team members attended the IND Response and Recovery Forum in Washington DC in May.  They also 
attended the IND train the trainer session held on the last afternoon.  A training session was then held for the 
trainers in the First Responder Training Program to train the trainers on the latest advances in the Response 
Planning for IND’s for training first responders. 

 

Program coordinator Kathy McLellan has been working with COG to provide training to first responders.  Re-
cent requests have come in for training in all facets of radiation response both for police and fire.  Current initi-
atives are under development and will be rolled out soon. 

 

 The team would like to welcome several new members who have joined recently. If you are interested in par-
ticipating, please contact program coordinator, Kathy McLellan at K_McLellan@verizon.net or 240-401-6019. 
Training and support are provided.  
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FDA NEWS RELEASE 

Media Inquiries: Erica Jefferson, 301-796-4988 ; 301-796-4988 , erica.jefferson@fda.hhs.gov  
Consumer Inquiries: 888-INFO-FDA  888-INFO-FDA  

FDA proposal aims to help reduce unnecessary radiation exposure for pediatric patients 

 

Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced that it is seeking public comment on a proposal en-
couraging manufacturers to consider the safety of children in the design of new X-ray imaging devices. In the 
draft guidance, FDA is recommending that manufacturers design new X-ray imaging devices with protocols and 
instructions that address use on pediatric patients. 

 

It also proposes that manufacturers who do not adequately demonstrate that their new X-ray imaging devices are 
safe and effective in pediatric patients should include a label on their device that cautions against use in pediatric 
populations. 

 

When used appropriately, X-ray imaging, such as a CT, fluoroscopy, and conventional X-ray, can provide valua-
ble information to help with diagnosis, treatment planning, and surgical intervention in adults and children. At 
the same time, these types of exams expose patients to ionizing radiation, which may cause a small increase in a 
person’s lifetime risk of developing cancer or, with relatively high levels of radiation exposure that are not com-
mon for pediatric patients, may cause other problems such as skin reddening or hair loss. 

 

“The risk from a medically necessary imaging exam is quite small when compared to the benefit of accurate diag-
nosis or intervention,” said Jeffrey Shuren, M.D., director of the FDA’s Center for Devices and Radiological 
Health. “Parents should engage in a discussion with their child's physician about benefits and risks of X-ray, 
computed tomography (CT), and fluoroscopy exams. We support the benefits of this technology but need to 
minimize the risk, especially for pediatric patients.”; 

 

Exposure to ionizing radiation is of particular concern in pediatric patients because the cancer risk per unit dose 
of ionizing radiation is higher for younger patients than adults and younger patients have a longer lifetime for the 
effects of radiation exposure to manifest as cancer. Also, use of X-ray equipment settings designed for adults can 
result in a larger radiation dose than necessary to produce a useful image for a smaller pediatric patient. 

 

A workshop scheduled for July 16, 2012, will bring together industry, X-ray imaging equipment users (e.g., physi-
cians, radiologic technologists, and physicists), and patient advocates to discuss FDA’s draft guidance as well as 
broader radiation safety topics such as development of standards addressing pediatric use issues and safer pediat-
ric use of imaging devices currently on the market. 

 

“Many pediatric imaging exams take place in facilities that lack specialized expertise in pediatric imaging,” said 
Shuren. “While manufacturers have made efforts to address pediatric safety issues, many X-ray imaging devices 
are currently sold without features, settings, and instructions developed specifically for pediatric patients.”; 

 

Hospitals and imaging centers should make radiation safety of pediatric patients a priority by actively encouraging 
their staff to use imaging guidelines and training materials targeted specifically for pediatric patients. 

 

The FDA is collaborating with the Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric Imaging (ARSPI) and manufacturers, 
through the Medical Imaging and Technology Alliance (MITA), on developing pediatric imaging radiation safety 
training materials. One of the goals is to help health care providers more safely use their current equipment on 
pediatric patients. The current equipment may lack special features and may be in use for many years. (continued 
on page 8) 

mailto:erica.jefferson@fda.hhs.gov


 

Check out the 

hps website!   

http://

www.hps.org/ 

Specialists in Radiation Safety. 
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 FDA News release. Continued from page 5. 

The FDA has launched a pediatric X-ray imaging website that provides information 
on the benefits and risks of imaging using ionizing radiation, recommendations for 
parents and health care providers to help reduce exposure to unnecessary radiation 
exposure, and information for manufacturers of X-ray imaging devices. 

 

The guidance, website, and ongoing collaborations with ARSPI and MITA are part 
of FDA’s Initiative to Reduce Unnecessary Radiation Exposure from Medical Imag-
ing, launched in February 2010. 

 

For more information: 

 

Draft Guidance: Pediatric Information for X-ray Imaging Device Premarket Notifi-
cations 

 

 

Public Meeting: Device Improvements for Pediatric X-ray Imaging 

 

 

Pediatric X-Ray Imaging 

 

Initiative to Reduce Unnecessary Radiation Exposure from Medical Imaging 

 

http://www.fda.gov/Radiation-
EmittingProducts/RadiationSafety/RadiationDoseReduction/ucm199904.htm 

Medical Devices 

 

http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/default.htm 

Radiation-Emitting Products 

 

http://www.fda.gov/Radiation-EmittingProducts/default.htm 

http://www.fda.gov/Radiation-EmittingProducts/RadiationSafety/RadiationDoseReduction/ucm199904.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Radiation-EmittingProducts/RadiationSafety/RadiationDoseReduction/ucm199904.htm
http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Radiation-EmittingProducts/default.htm
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Annual meeting 
photographs by 
Kathy McLellan, 
Carlos Corredor 
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BWCHPS 
Executive  Committee  
Meet ings :  
 
 
August  2012 
 
September 2012  
 
October 2012  
 
November  2012 
 
December  2012  
 
Check the website  fo r 
detai ls .  

Certification Review Course 
By John Crapo 

 

We completed another version of the certification review course on May 24, 2012.  
I believe that it went well, but the proof will come in November when the certifi-
cation examination results are announced.  I would like to thank all of you who 
facilitated sessions for this course.  I realize that this requires a time commitment 
that many of us are hard-pressed to make, so those of you that took that time are 
to be commended.   

We anticipate offering the course again in 2013.  We will, however, revert to the 
previous format of meeting one day a week over the course of 12-14 weeks, as the 
format employed this year was very taxing for the course coordinator.  The first 7 
offerings will cover basic health physics with a mix of presentation and problem 
solving: 

1. Radiological fundamentals   

2. Biological effects of ionizing radiation/radiation risk 

3. Health physics instrumentation/statistics 

4. External dose assessment 

5. Internal dose assessment 

6. Environmental assessment 

7. Radiation protection practice/evaluation 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

E M P L OY M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

Check  the following websites for employment opportunities: 

 

http://www.hps.org 

 

http://www.usajobs.gov 

 

http://hpschapters.org/bwc 
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Certification Review course  (continued from page 8) 

These sessions are primarily focused on preparing a candidate for Part 1 of the certification examination, but will 
certainly reinforce expected knowledge of basic health physics for a Part 2 candidate. 

 The remaining offerings (6-7) will focus almost exclusively on problem solving, with an effort towards address-
ing specific topics in applied health physics (i.e. reactor health physics, environmental health physics, fuel cycle 
health physics, medical health physics, university/laboratory/research health physics, accelerator health  

physics, etc.) at a given session.  The intent with these sessions is to assist the part 2 candidate with capturing 

critical thought processes in a high stress, time-limited environment to enhance the probability of success on this 

part of the examination.  These sessions will be less didactic and will require participation by the students. 

The course will start no later than the middle of February to accommodate offering 12-14 sessions prior to the 

date of the examination (July 8, 2013).  Two critical components will make this course successful: 

1. participants 

2. facilitators/trainers 

I once again appeal to your sense of pride and desire to ensure the future purveyors of our profession are edu-
cated and appropriately credentialed to maintain its ongoing reputation for excellence.  Each of you reading this 
newsletter knows at least one person practicing this profession that could facilitate one of the sessions described 
above.  Many of you also know one or more aspiring young health physicists that would benefit from your guid-
ance on the need to seek certification and the obvious advantage to participating in a exam preparation course 
like this one to improve the probability of success.  I would ask that you consider volunteering to contribute to 
this course by circulating information about it in the workplace and perhaps facilitate a session.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact me at john.crapo@orise.orau.gov.   

The 2012 BWCHPS Annual Meeting was held May 11, 2012 at the Hilton Hotel located in Rockville, MD.  

The all-day meeting brought together approximately sixty attendees, most from the BWCHPS, a few new 

members and others just interested in the presentations.  As the punctual type, several HP’s arrived well before 

the registration deadline.  The registration time allowed colleagues and friends an opportunity to network with 

new acquaintances and catch-up with old friends. 

The morning session consisted of several talks pertaining to homeland security from a radiation protection per-
spective.  Erik Glassman from Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) started the day with his 
talk, titled “RadResponder: An Introduction and Functional Overview.”  Erik discussed the efforts underway 
to establish adequate data collection infrastructure in the event of a radiological accident or terrorist incident.  
The second presenter, William Haley also from ORISE, gave a presentation titled, “Deepwater Horizon and 
Nuclear and Radiological Incidents: Common Challenges and Solutions.”   The presentation discussed the 
challenges and obstacles encountered during the Gulf Coast oil spill and applied lessons learned to a potential 
nuclear or radiological incident.   (continued on page 10) 

Annual Meeting Morning Perspective 
By Matthew Spierenburg 



 

(Annual Meeting Morning Perspective, Continued from page 9) 

Lieutenant Colonel Kevin Hart (USAF detailed to the Domestic Nuclear Detection Office (DNDO)) followed 
with his presentation, “The Role of Global Nuclear Detection Architecture in the Defense of the Homeland.”  
LTC Hart discussed the infrastructure established by DNDO.  The worldwide network is designed to deter ter-
rorist from commencing acts using nuclear or radioactive material.  The final presentation of the morning was 
from Dr. Donald Miller of the FDA.  His talk, titled "Efforts to Optimize Radiation Protection in Intervention-
al Fluoroscopy," briefly looked at the history of interventional fluoroscopy and the development of standards 
and regulations for the personnel involved in the procedures. 

BWCHPS President Sean Austin ran the Chapter Business Meeting.  Each member of the Executive Commit-
tee provided a brief summary of his or her respective areas.  Essentially, membership is growing, Affiliate par-
ticipation is exceeding expectations and the Chapters finances are in great shape.  Sean introduced the new 
members to the Executive Committee: Kathy McLellan as President-Elect, Andrew Giagnacova as Membership 
Director and David Ferguson as the Treasurer.  Kathy, in her first day as President-Elect, briefed those in at-
tendance of the upcoming dinner meetings and events scheduled for the fall of 2012.  Good luck to the 2012-
2013 BWCHPS Executive Committee. 
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Annual Meeting Afternoon Perspective 
By Carlos Corredor 

The BWCHPS Annual Meeting was conducted on May 11, 2012 at the Washington DC/Rockville Hotel in 
Rockville Maryland.  The meeting was a great success with a large participation by Health Physicists from the 
National Capital Region (NCR) both from the Public and Private sector.   

 

During the Annual meeting, presenters provided a wide variety of Health Topics related to the most recent cur-
rent events and more specifically the tragic event in Fukushima, Japan in February of 2011.  Staff members 
from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as well as the U.S Navy and the Public Health Service (PHS) 
provided their experiences and efforts in response to the Fukushima incident.  It is of special mention, the par-
ticipation of Mr.  Kenji Tateiwa, Manager of Nuclear Power Programs, Tokyo Electric Power Company 
(TEPCO).     Mr. Tateiwa provided a presentation on the response by TEPCO where he helped manage the 
Japanese Response to the both Tokyo Daichi and Naichi Nuclear Plants which are currently managed by TEP-
CO.   Also of special mention is Dr. Ray Johnson, from the Radiation Safety Counseling Institute, provided as 
well a presentation on the “The Psychology of Radiation Safety and Fukushima.” 

 

Additional topics during the BWCHPS included presentations on current radiation detection instrumentation 
developed by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) as well detection systems being developed at Oak 
Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE). 

 

As part of the BCWHPS Annual Meetings affiliates of Health Physics products were present providing infor-
mation to health physicists on their current products and services.  Affiliates included Dade Moeller; Laurus 
Systems; RSO, Inc.; Radiation Safety and Control Services; and Chesapeake Nuclear Services.   
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