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H i s t o r y o f  t h e  R a d i a t i o n  
H e a l t h  P r o g r a m  i n  t h e   
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  
John Villforth, former Director of FDA’s  

Center for Devices and Radiological Health 

The following article was prepared from notes on 
Mr. Villforth’s presentation by John Jacobus and Ray 
Johnson 

John C. Villforth’s presentation 
at the Chapter meeting on October 
29 was a great way to begin the 
new Chapter year. John is an engag-
ing speaker and certainly knowl-
edgeable about the subject of fed-
eral radiation health programs based 
on his time as the Director of both 
the Bureau of Radiological Health 
and its successor, the Center for De-
vices and Radiological Health. 

As one of the oldest federal entities, formed by an 
Act of Congress in 1789, the Public Health Services 
(PHS) was an obvious choice for providing services in 
evaluating the health effects and safe use of radiation be-
ginning in the early 1900s. It appears that the PHS’s ra-
diation safety activities can be broken up into three peri-
ods based on the PHS’s activities and changes in public’s 
concerns about radiation. The first period extended from 
the end of War World I to the enactment of the Atomic 
Energy Act. The second period corresponded with activi-
ties involving atomic testing during the Cold War. The 
third period started with the establishment of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the increasing use of radia-
tion in medical and consumer products. 

Prior to World War II, the PHS was principally in-
volved with the use and risk associated with radium and 
radium devices. Initially, the PHS was reluctant to study 
the risk to radium dial painters, since the Surgeon General 
in 1922 felt that the PHS should be involved with control-

(Continued on page 4) 

P r e s i d e n t ’s  M e s s a g e  
Mike Noska 

Greetings and Happy New Year to all members of 
the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics 
Society! 

New Initiatives 
The Executive Committee has undertaken a number 

of initiatives outlined below which we hope will improve 
the Chapter and make your membership more valuable.  

Communication Improvements 
One of my main goals this 

year is to improve communications 
within the Chapter. While progress 
is still slow, we have taken several 
steps to improve things for the long 
term. You may recall from the last 
Newsletter, we made an appeal for 
members to update their contact 
information in order to improve the 
accuracy of the membership direc-
tory and specifically, to acquire as 
many e-mail addresses as possible. As a result of this ef-
fort, we are preparing to publish a new directory which 
we plan to have in your hands in the month of February. 
We also plan to use e-mail more frequently to communi-
cate with the Chapter so that we can send you information 
in a timely manner. 

Newsletter (Paper or Electronic?) 
One of the most dramatic lessons I have learned as 

President is how much work it takes to publish a Newslet-
ter. Even in our electronic age, writing, layout, and print-
ing all take a lot of time and effort. However, we plan to 
reduce some of the work by publication of an electronic 
newsletter. I hope you will see one before the end of this 
Chapter year. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Association Officers 
 
Chapter Officers for 2003 - 2004 
President 

Mike Noska,  man@cdrh.fda.gov 
President-elect 

Edward Tupin,  Tupin.edward@epa.gov 
Secretary 

Karl Fischer,  kf60w@nih.gov 
Treasurer 

Neil Barss,  neil.m.barss@saic.com 
Past-president 

Joel Rabovsky,  joel.rabovsky@eh.doe.gov 

Directors 
Robert Phillips,  rap@cdrh.fda.gov 
William Holcomb,  wfholcomb@comcast.net 

Executive Secretary 
Janna Shupe,  janna.shupe@nist.gov 

 
Committees Chairs 
Membership 

Robert Phillips,   rap@cdrh.fda.gov 

Nominating & Elections 
Joel Rabovsky,  joel.rabovsky@eh.doe.gov  

Program, Social, and Publicity 
Edward Tupin,  Tupin.edward@epa.gov 

Finance 
Neil Barss,  neil.m.barss@saic.com 

Legislative 
Vacant 

Publications 
Raymond Johnson,  rjohnson@radtrain.com 

Science Teacher Workshops 
Raymond Johnson,  rjohnson@radtrain.com  

Public Information 
Alan Fellman,  afellman@radtrain.com 

Education & Training 
David Schauer,  dschauer@usuhs.mil  

Affiliates 
William Holcomb,  wfholcomb@comcast.net  

(Continued from page 1) 
As of right now, we are considering maintaining a paper 

version as an option, but no firm decisions have yet been made. 
Please let us know what you think about this. And as always, we 
sincerely welcome any written contributions from members. 
You all have interesting jobs, ideas and opinions. Please share 
them with the rest of the Chapter. 

CHP Review Course Cancelled for 2004 
The Executive Committee made a very difficult choice in 

deciding not to conduct the health physics certification review 
course this year. This course has always been one of the defining 
activities of our Chapter, and the decision was not made lightly. 
However, since we are busy preparing for the Annual Meeting 
and Summer School, the Committee felt that we should not 
spread ourselves too thin. Also, the course approach and materi-
als have been in transition the last few years. We need to address 
several issues to make sure we are meeting the needs of our stu-
dents. 

Elections (Candidates Needed) 
Even though it seems like the year just started, it is already 

time to think about electing our next slate of officers. We have 
already identified a few candidates, but we need more in order to 
fill the ballot and have a real election for the positions of Presi-
dent-Elect, Treasurer and Membership Director. Our incumbent, 
Bob Phillips, who was completing the term of our previous 
membership director, has agreed to run again, but competition 
for this seat is also open to anyone interested. This is your 
chance to influence the direction of the Chapter. Plus, we have a 
pretty good time at the Executive Committee meetings. And, did 
I mention the free food? 

Great Meetings this Year 
This year’s program has gotten off to a great start with ex-

cellent presentations from John Villforth, Keith Eckerman and 
Jack Fix and we look forward to more of the same as the pro-
gram continues with Ken Miller in January and a joint meeting 
with the American Nuclear Society in February, featuring Ted 
Rockwell. Potential speakers are lined up for March and April as 
well and we are planning for our Chapter’s annual meeting in 
May. 

I have been especially pleased to see the increased turnouts 
this year and I hope the trend continues. We also signed up six 
new members at the last meeting! Please spread the word and 
bring your member and non-member colleagues to the meetings. 
I guarantee that they will find their time and money well-spent. 
Also, please note that we have begun to track attendance for our 
CHP members so that they can receive CE credits. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Announcing a meeting of the 
Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society, Inc. 

and the  
American Nuclear Society, DC Section 

 
Heresy, Excommunication, and Other Weeds 

in the Garden of Science 
 

Dr. Ted Rockwell 
Founding Officer, 

MPR Associates, Inc. 
and 

Radiation Science & Health, Inc. 
 

Wednesday, February 18, 2004 
 

At the 

Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad 
Rose Room / Banquet Hall (Upstairs) 

5 0 2 0  B a t t e r y  L a n e ,  B e t h e s d a ,  M a r y l a n d   2 0 8 1 4  
(Located on the corner of Old Georgetown Road and Battery Lane) 

 

Please note: there will be a brief business meeting  
between the dinner and the featured presentation. 

 

Cost:                                             Agenda: 
Members:                   $25                              Social Hour:   6:00 to 7:00 P.M. 
Nonmembers:             $30                              Dinner:           7:00 to 7:45 P.M. 
Full-time students:     $10                              Speaker:          8:00 to 9:00 P.M. 

 

Menu: 
Appetizers: cheese/crackers/veggies; Main course: stuffed chicken breast with  
mashed potatoes, green beans, rolls and a salad; Desert and coffee. 

 

Reservations: 
Please provide your reservation by COB Friday, February 13, 2004. 

e-mail to Steve Arndt at saa@nrc.gov  

or call Steve at 301-415-6502. 
 

If you make a reservation and cannot attend the meeting, please let us know  
because the cost of the meeting is based on the number of reservations received. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
ling the spread of communicable diseases and not indus-
trial hazards like radium. Less than a year later, the PHS 
announced plans to investigate the health hazards of ra-
dium painting and to make recommendations to state 
health departments for governing the radium dial indus-
try. 

In 1929 the PHS was asked to survey the National 
Bureau of Standards’ Radium Calibration Laboratory. 
They used dental film to monitor personnel exposures. 
Skin and blood changes were noted. The PHS made rec-
ommendations to reduce working time and to use shield-
ing (lead carrying boxes) and distance (forceps) to reduce 
exposures. In 1928 the Second International Congress of 
Radiology (ICRP) included the PHS recommendations in 
their International Recommendations for X-ray and Ra-
dium Protection. 

In 1940, the National Cancer Institute conducted ra-
dium and x-ray surveys of 45 hospitals in 24 states. They 
found skin changes in 25% of the radiologists and con-
cluded that there may be no minimum tolerance dose for 
gene and chromosome damage. In 1945 the PHS Divi-
sion of Tuberculosis initiated a radiation safety program 
for photofluorographic technicians and the Division of 
Industrial Hygiene became involved in the disposal of 
surplus radium instrument dials. 

In 1947 the Division of Industrial Hygiene’s Radio-
logical Health Unit was established to assist states in re-
ducing hazards of use of radioisotopes in medicine and 
industry. In 1950 the Radiological Health Training Ac-
tivities for states expanded at the Taft Engineering Center 
in Cincinnati, OH. 

The PHS Radiological Health Program was created 
in 1954. With the beginning of atomic bomb testing in the 
1950s, the PHS began an active off-site fallout monitor-
ing program from its office in Las Vegas, NV. In 1956 
the PHS established a National Radiation Fallout Surveil-
lance Network using state monitoring sites. In 1960 a 
milk monitoring program was established in Montgom-
ery, AL. and in 1961 the Radiation Surveillance Center 
was created. 

In 1958 the Surgeon General created the National 
Advisory Committee on Radiation (NACOR). This com-
mittee recommended that the PHS unify radiation control 
activities and the PHS Division of Radiological Health 
was created. During this time, the Federal Radiation 
Council was created to oversee Federal radiation pro-
grams. In support of the FRC, the DRH was the lead 
agency for epidemiology, biological and physical stan-
dards, technical assistance to states, methodology for de-
tection and measurements for use by the states, operation 
of monitoring and sampling networks, training, and guid-
ance for the use of x-rays in diagnosis and treatment. As 
John likes to point out, the PHS radiation program offered 
training opportunities for many health physicists, includ-
ing many Health Physics Society presidents. Over time, 
the radiation health staff of the PHS exceeded 1000 full 
time employees. 

Things changed radically for the PHS and Federal 
radiation health programs with the establishment of the 
Environmental Protection Agency by Nixon’s Reorgani-
zation Plan No. 3 in 1970. The Federal Radiation Council 
was abolished, with the EPA taking over the duties of en-
vironmental monitoring and making recommendations on 
controlling radiation hazards. Many PHS Commissioned 
Officers and other staff were transferred to EPA. 

After passage of the Radiation Control for Health and 
Safety Act of 1968, the PHS, through the FDA’s Center 
for Devices and Radiological Health, was tasked with the 
regulation of ionizing and non-ionizing radiation produc-
ing products. By the late 1970s, the public’s concern had 
shifted from fallout to low-level radiation exposures. In 
1978 the President directed the HEW Secretary to study 
the effects of radiation, public information, compensation 
of exposed people and how to reduce future incidents. 
The Task Force, chaired by Peter Libassi concluded there 
were 15 Federal agencies involved with radiation, with 7 
major responsibilities, and recommended institutionaliz-
ing interagency cooperation. 

In 1979 the President reaffirmed EPA’ lead guidance 
role and established a Radiation Policy Council. How-
ever, since the abolishment of the Federal Radiation 
Council, there has been limited coordination between the 
various Federal agencies involved with radiation activi-
ties. For the PHS, there has been a continual loss of radia-
tion health staff over the years down to about 60 FTE at 
present. Yet, there are still many radiation issues that re-
main, such as mammography and MQSA, medical radia-
tion by non-radiologists, non-ionizing radiation (cell 
phones) new uses of brachytherapy, nuclear accidents, 
NORM and radon, radioactive waste management, and 
more recently WMD and the “Dirty Bomb.” 

John Villforth          Bill Mills           David James 
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I n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h   
a  R e p o r t e r  
Ray Johnson, Radiation Safety Academy 

Very Hot Commodities – Ray Johnson is Aglow Over 
His Radioactive Treasures 

So proclaimed the headline on the front page of the 
Style Section of the Washington Post on Dec. 29, 2003 
with a long article and several pictures. This was the cul-
mination of nearly six months of dialogue with Post Edi-
tor and Writer, Steven Levingston. His inquiries began in 
June after a referral from Paul Frame. He said he was 
working on a story about the lure of radioactive items. He 
was trying to understand what is it deep in the soul that 
inspires one to collect such things. 

He asked, “What is it about hearing a Geiger counter 
work? What are your interests in radioactive collecting? 
What got you started? Why would someone actively seek 
out something that could be dangerous to them? Is there a 
bit of lure in the danger? What does it stir in you? What 
does it say about your life? What is the essence of this 
urge? 

How would you respond to such questions? My ini-
tial impression was that Steve felt anyone who collected 
radioactive items must be strange. It also occurred to me, 
from my interest in risk communications, that this was an 
opportunity (challenge) to provide the writer with a dif-
ferent perspective. 

I sent an email response of several pages explaining 
how my collection is used in the classroom to demon-
strate the presence of radioactive items in our everyday 
world. I mentioned how interesting it is to find high Gei-
ger counter readings in a posted radiation lab under strict 
controls and the same readings on items in an antique 
shop which has no controls for radiation. I went on to em-
phasize that my radioactive antiques are not dangerous. I 
use them as show-and-tell for people who are afraid of 
radiation and do not know that radiation is part of our 
natural world. 

I explained that my goal is to help people answer the 
question, “How much radiation is safe and how do we 
know? I spend a lot of time in every class exploring what 
students believe about radiation and how that compares 
with what is known technically. People often believe ra-
diation is mysterious, sinister, and deadly and they react 
from their fears (and fearful images) without any basis in 
technical understanding. I concluded my response with an 
invitation to visit my collection. 

Steve said he would like to do that and asked if we 
could also visit an antique shop. He said he was looking 

for a colorful way into his article and he would love to be 
there to find something and surprise the shopkeeper. So 
he came to my training center on a Saturday morning in 
August. We spent two hours looking at my radioactive 
items and discussing the meaning of radiation readings. 
We then spent about two hours in local shops searching 
for items with my pocket-size Ludlum pancake GM de-
tector. 

He was quite fascinated with a rather worn radium 
dial travel alarm. It read about 50,000 cpm (15 mR/hr). 
Because it was badly worn, I did not buy it, but I bought 
several other items. Steve quizzed the proprietor about 
her feelings when she learned for the first time that she 
was surrounded with radioactive items in her shop. She 
said she was quite concerned about that. I then asked if 
she was concerned enough to give me a discount. She 
answered, “Not that concerned!” 

Steve completely filled a reporter’s notebook during 
our visit. As he prepared his article he continued to send 
questions. He wanted to explain the radiation pouring off 
the alarm clock and how that compared to levels needed 
to ravage the human body and cause radiation poisoning. 
He also asked to speak with my wife (MaryAnn) and my 
Son (Greg) to get their views on my stuff and my desire 
to collect. 

Steve sent excerpts for review before publishing his 
article. I tried to get him not to use the word “hot” stuff. I 
was then quite dismayed to see the first page headline 
“Very Hot Commodities” and the second page headline, 
“The Hottest Collection in Town.” However, many HPS 
colleagues have concluded that the overall article was 
well done. 

Steve reported that my goal was to make a difference 
“one person at a time.” Did I make a difference for Steve? 
I believe so and perhaps for many others thru his article. 

To get a copy of the article, go to WashingtonPost.com and 
search Archives for “Very Hot Commodities.” 
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E x e c u t i ve  C o m m i t t e e   
M e e t i n g  H i g h l i g h ts  
S e p t e m b e r — D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 3  
Karl Fischer, Secretary 

The BWCHPS Executive Committee convened for 
monthly meetings on 9/11/03, 10/9/03, 11/13/03, and 
12/11/03. Most of these meetings were attended by Mike 

Noska (President), Ed Tupin (President-
Elect), Joel Rabovsky (Past President), 
Niel Barrs (Treasurer), Karl Fischer 
(Secretary), Janna Shupe (Executive Sec-
retary), William Holcomb (Director for 
Affiliates), Robert Phillips (Director for 
Membership), and Ray Johnson 
(Newsletter and Teacher Workshops). 

Treasurer’s Report 
Neil Barss confirmed that the Fed-

eral tax return and payment were submit-
ted in advance of the October deadline, 
and the State property tax payment 
(covering declared Chapter property and 
equipment) was submitted in September. 

No information has been received 
regarding the approval of expenditures for the 2004 An-
nual Meeting, nor when funds will be released to the 
Chapter. The Chapter will follow up with the HPS treas-
urer. 

The remaining Bevelacqua textbooks for the certifi-
cation review course arrived in early August. A new text-
book vendor was contacted for Cember Solutions Manu-
als, and they arrived at the end of September. Course par-
ticipants have been contacted to reconfirm textbook needs 
and shipping preferences. At least one participant in-
quired about the availability of the Radiological Health 
Handbook, and a new vendor was contacted to assess 
availability. The shipment of remaining texts will await 
the outcome of this inquiry. The Committee approved 
Barss' request to secure alternate textbook vendors and 
order a two-year supply of texts. 

Chapter meeting expenses were reviewed and the 
Committee discussed the possibility of holding meetings 
at USUHS and/or other sites. The Chapter previously at-
tempted to assess USUHS availability, but facility policy 
requires charging for no-shows and they do not allow out-
side catering. The Far East Restaurant only requires a 
minimum estimate of attendees, and extra guests are eas-
ily accommodated. The possibility of holding meetings at 
NASA/GSFC diminished when security procedures tight-
ened, but identification of an organizational contact could 

make it a viable option. A new contact at Duratek would 
also be beneficial, as meetings in Columbia might en-
courage attendance by members in the Baltimore/
Columbia area. 

Status of the Willis scholarship fund was reviewed. 
The HPS previously agreed to administer the fund, but 
the Chapter would be responsible for performing the ad-
ministrative legwork (fundraising, publicity, evaluation of 
applications, award selection, etc.). A selection methodol-
ogy was previously created, and the Chapter formerly at-
tempted (unsuccessfully) to solicit donations through 
Newsletter announcements. A separate account can be 
established by the Chapter for donations, and funds could 
be transferred to the HPS in Willis’ name. The Commit-
tee agreed that this initiative should be reassigned to 
members having interest in administration of the pro-
gram, and implementation would begin with contacting 
the HPS for further guidance. Ray Johnson has contacted 
Dick Burk of the HPS Secretariat and he will come to our 
meeting in March. 

Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) 
Jack Patterson and Janna Shupe reflected on their ex-

periences at the 2003 Annual Meeting in San Diego and 
summarized business from the LAC meetings on 9/3/03, 
10/8/03, 11/12/03, and 12/10/03. Most details need to be 
finalized by February (when the LAC meets with the 
HPS at the meeting site), and the bulk of the preliminary 
program writing is currently taking place. All subcommit-
tees have chairpersons, but more Chapter volunteers will 
be needed as plans and activities develop. Monthly pub-
licity articles are being included in the Health Physics 
News, and other journals have tentatively agreed to pub-
lish promotional articles. The Chapter logo and letterhead 
have been redesigned and reprinted, enabling the creation 
of a new Chapter banner. In addition, a publicity poster 
will be displayed at the 2004 HPS Midyear Topical Meet-
ing in February. 

The list of potential social tours has been shortened, 
and tentatively includes a service/tour at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, service/tour at the 
National Cathedral, Washington City Tour, Smithsonian 
Air & Space Dulles Annex, Washington by Night, Balti-
more Inner Harbor and National Aquarium, Mount 
Vernon via the Potomac River, Kennedy Center "The 
Producers", DC Pub Crawl, and Virginia Wine Country. 
Other potential tours are being considered, and final cuts 
may be necessary to prevent dilution and cancellation. 
The planning deadlines for intramural activities are less 
critical, but prices need to be finalized before program 
printing. These activities will likely occur at the same 
time and location (East Potomac Park), which will ease 
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transportation. Ideas for self-guided activities that don’t 
require inclusion in the formal program are also being 
solicited from the Chapter. 

Planned technical tours include the NIH Cyclotron 
Facility, the NIST Reactor and Cold Neutron Facility, 
Medical Health Physics at the Washington Hospital Cen-
ter, and NASA/GSFC. The Pentagon and AFRRI were 
also considered. Negotiations are underway to secure 
transportation for both social and technical tours. 

Sling-type backpacks have been proposed as the 
complementary item, and clipboards are also being con-
sidered. Affiliate sponsorship is being solicited on a first-
come, first-served basis. Sponsored events tentatively in-
clude the opening reception and an opening night per-
formance by the Capitol Steps. Budget-driven venues are 
being sought for the Presidents’ Reception, possibly Phil-
lips Flagship on the DC waterfront. 

Volunteer PEP proctors are being sought, with free 
admission to assigned PEP sessions as a likely benefit. 
However, the LAC and HPS must determine which ac-
tivities can be extended as complementary in exchange 
for volunteer participation. Due to the anticipated number 
of non-native English speakers at the meeting, a volunteer 
international relations staff is being recruited. Plans for a 
Boy Scout merit badge day are also being considered. 

An update on LAC planning activities may be pru-
dent at an upcoming meeting. After specifics are deter-
mined, members can sign up and volunteer to assist with 
various activities. 

Program 
Ed Tupin reported that Ken Miller (Hershey Medical 

Center) has agreed to speak on January 28.. The topic will 
relate to potassium iodide and other sta-
ble iodines for prophylactic use. Vendor 
participation will be solicited, meeting 
announcements will be mailed, and the 
meeting will be publicized on RadSafe. 
Committee members were encouraged 
to help publicize Chapter meetings at 
their places of employment and through 
other professional contacts. 

Mike Noska reported that Ted Rockwell (RSH, Inc.) 
has agreed to speak at the joint HPS/ANS meeting on 
February 18 (hosted by ANS). The joint meeting will be 
held at the Bethesda Firehouse. The Chapter will negoti-
ate with ANS regarding vendor participation. 

Tupin is awaiting information on a potential meeting 
with Ray Guilmette (HPS President-Elect), who ex-
pressed interest in visiting as a part of his tour of local 

Chapters. Mike Boyd (EPA) has tentatively agreed to 
speak at an upcoming meeting, after EPA draft guidance 
for exposure to the general public has been released in the 
Federal Register. The Chapter is also responsible for find-
ing this year’s speaker for the joint meeting with AIHA. 
However, it may be possible to let AIHA secure the 
speaker in light of experiences at the 2003 joint meeting. 

Planning will soon begin for the Chapter annual 
meeting, to be held at NIST in May. Brigadier General 
Annette L. Sobel has been proposed as the keynote 
speaker. She currently serves as the National Guard As-
sistant for Weapons of Mass Destruction and Civil Sup-
port to the Chief, National Guard Bureau. 

Affiliates 
Bill Holcomb has distributed invitations to former 

affiliates, inviting them to renew their affiliation with the 
Chapter. As a result, Proxtronics Dosimetry and Laurus 
Systems, Inc. have submitted applications for affiliate 
membership. Parallax and Duratek were suggested as a 
potential affiliates, pending the identification of organiza-
tional contacts. The suggestion was offered to acknowl-
edge new affiliates in the Newsletter. 

Current and past affiliates should be reminded of the 
advantages of affiliation, which include free advertising 
space in the Newsletter (one quarter page by default), one 
hard copy of the Chapter membership, and a table at the 
annual Chapter meeting. A full list of advantages can be 
found on the website. If affiliates choose not to furnish an 
advertisement, they should still be acknowledged in every 
issue of the Newsletter. The Affiliates Director will check 
on advertising specifications. In addition, the Committee 
agreed that links to affiliate websites should be featured 
on the Chapter website. 

On 9/11/03, a discussion was held regarding the ad-
vantages of affiliate membership. The Bylaws stipulate 
that affiliates be featured by the Chapter, at least at the 
annual Chapter meeting. However, there needs to be a 
renewed effort to involve them and provide a return on 
their investment. It was noted that the monthly and annual 
meetings attract different demographics. The suggestion 
was made to feature affiliates at each Chapter meeting, 
perhaps up to three per meeting. Invitations could be sent 
via e-mail on a first-come, first-served basis, followed by 
phone contact. Lead time could be an issue for affiliate 
participation and meeting publicity, so the Affiliates  
Director must work closely with the Program Committee 
to confirm dates and accommodations. 

Vendor participation at the January and February 
meetings will be solicited as soon as meeting details are 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 
finalized. Atlantic Nuclear has tentatively agreed to be a 
featured affiliate at a future meeting. 

Membership 
In an effort to identify local HPS members who are 

not involved with the Chapter, Bob Phillips contacted 
HPS for a list of members residing in selected zip codes. 
The suggestion was made to send complementary News-
letters and meeting announcements to prospective mem-
bers (to encourage participation), along with a comple-
mentary invitation to an upcoming Chapter meeting and/or 
an offer to join the Chapter at a reduced fee for the remain-
der of the year. Efforts are being made to complete this 
initiative for inclusion in the January/February edition of 
the Newsletter. 

To assist Chapter CHPs, a record of 
meeting attendance will be maintained to 
authorize and issue continuing education 
(CE) credits. The Membership Director 
will track meeting attendance and send a 
summary letter to CHPs at the end of the 
year. 

The suggestion was offered to routinely acknowledge 
new members in the Newsletter (or at least the receipt/
acceptance of their application by the Chapter). 

Newsletter 
Ray Johnson distributed copies of the October issue at 

the 10/9/03 meeting, the first all-digital edition of the 
Newsletter. It required some initial design/setup work, but 
future issues should be easier to create. There was a dis-
cussion about the format of Committee minutes, which the 
Secretary will condense for future issues. 

The anticipated release of the next edition is planned 
for January. The Committee agreed that it should include a 
President’s Message, condensed Executive Committee 
minutes, a welcome to new members and new/returning 
affiliates, an upcoming meeting announcement, a certifica-
tion review course announcement, a solicitation for officer 
candidates, affiliate advertisements and/or recognition, and 
articles on past monthly meetings, the availability of CE 
credits, LAC activities and participation, affiliate benefits, 
and Summer School planning. 

Teacher’s Workshops 
Ray Johnson reported that Montgomery County is 

due for the next Teacher’s Workshop. The Chapter needs 
to interface with the teachers and the MCPS Science 
Teacher Coordinator, Michael Szesze. Ray plans to attend 
upcoming science teacher meetings to advertise our work-

shop. A workshop is planned for February 28 and March 
6 to be held at the Redland Middle School. 

Public Information and Internet 
Dave Schauer confirmed his availability to serve as 

website coordinator. Chapter meeting information should 
be posted as soon as it becomes available, and requests 
for website changes may be submitted via the Committee. 
The Annual Meeting site is being developed, and Schauer 
is seeking suggestions for additional content. 

Due to pending expiration of our web server contract, 
the Committee settled on a deadline of 1/1/04 to transfer 
the Chapter website to the HPS server. Because this isn’t 
likely to occur on schedule, the contract with ProWebsite 
should be renewed. No renewal invoices have been re-
ceived, so the Executive Secretary will work with the 
website coordinator to prevent a service interruption in 
2004. Transfer of the website is still anticipated, in ad-
vance of the Annual Meeting. 

Nominating and Elections 
Joel Rabovsky has been working with Ray Johnson 

on HPSl award applications for various Chapter mem-
bers, and the nomination packages are ready to be mailed. 
To facilitate the completion of future applications, 
Rabovsky will supply a CV of the award candidates, 
along with guidance for writing support letters. The Past 
President should continue to identify prospective candi-
dates for National awards (Board of Directors, Robley 
Evans, Elda Anderson, Volunteer, etc.) and determine the 
appropriate application deadlines for each award. 

A solicitation for Chapter officer nominees should be 
included in the next edition of the Newsletter, as the of-
fices of President-Elect, Treasurer, and Membership Di-
rector will be up for re-election in 2004. The Committee 
agreed that filling the Treasurer vacancy will be ex-
tremely important, and two candidates have been identi-
fied. In addition, Bob Phillips has agreed to run for a sec-
ond term as Membership Director. 

Certification Review Course 
At the 9/11/03 and 10/9/03 meetings, Karl Fischer 

reported on efforts to assess the feasibility of holding a 
Certification Review Course in 2004. The Committee 
decided that holding a course will not conflict with plan-
ning for the HPS Annual Meeting in July. Copyright and 
speaker permission issues need to be addressed, along 
with conversion of existing lectures to CD-ROM. In addi-
tion, a questionnaire should be developed to solicit feed-
back from previous course participants and coordinators. 

A formal decision needed to be reached as soon as 
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possible for publicity and scheduling to proceed, and an 
announcement would be included in a December news-
letter. Curriculum changes, format modification (lecture 
vs. problem-solving), and logistical considerations all 
contribute to an effective course, and some Committee 
members were not aware that the intended format was not 
followed effectively in 2003. At a minimum, the course 
provides helpful study materials and a price-conscious 
alternative to commercial vendors. But without a volun-
teer academic coordinator, the Committee felt that it may 
be necessary to suspend the 2004 course. While this deci-
sion would be financially undesirable for the Chapter, it 
would provide an opportunity to reassess content and di-
rection. 

At the 11/13/03 meeting, the Committee agreed that 
a volunteer academic coordinator must be identified. 
Fischer agreed to draft an urgent e-mail solicitation out-
lining the responsibilities, expectations, and time commit-
ment. A response deadline of 12/5/03 was issued in hopes 
of including information about the course in a December 
newsletter, but there were no responses. 

At the 12/11/03 meeting, several unresolved issues 
were discussed, feedback from course participants was 
presented, and several options were considered (including 
suspension of the course). The Committee expressed con-
cern regarding the availability of manpower to maintain 
the course, and a discussion was held to determine the 
minimum requirements. In addition to lecturers, help will 
be needed to set the schedule, confirm and prepare lectur-
ers, order texts, develop/produce/catalog course disks, run 
publicity, organize/ship course materials, coordinate lec-
ture recordings, and develop practice quizzes/tests. 

The Committee voted that plans for a 2004 course 
should proceed. A separate meeting will be convened to 
accomplish planning and logistical objectives. If planning 
activities appear to be lagging by January, the Committee 
may still opt to suspend the course. In the meantime, sev-
eral Committee members volunteered to oversee vital and 
time-sensitive planning tasks. 

HPS Summer School 
Allen Brodsky and Ray Johnson (Academic Deans) 

reported that the big effort now is generation of the text-
book, and materials for the text should be ready by Janu-
ary/February. The lecture/chapter assignments have been 
distributed, and the editorial review board has been estab-
lished. Allen circulated editing guidelines and deadlines 
to all authors in August. Several co-editors are involved 
to share the workload. Lecturers also need to prepare lec-
tures and slide materials for review. February has been 
proposed as an absolute deadline for this task. 

Education and Training 
On 11/13/03, Sean Austin presented a proposal re-

garding a joint effort with the Radiation Safety Academy 
(RSA) to produce a web-based training module for CHP 
exam preparation. RSA has received interest in such a 
product, and revenue could be shared with the Chapter. 
RSA would enlist the expertise of Chapter members (as 
authors), develop existing review course materials into a 
web-based product, and host/maintain the website. Au-
thors would be given proper credit for their contributions. 
This would require a significant investment by RSA, and 
the Chapter would be compensated for its assistance. 

After a discussion, the Committee agreed to table the 
proposal until legal and profit-sharing issues can be prop-
erly investigated by the Treasurer and/or accountant. 
Non-profit requirements may preclude the Chapter from 
taking part in such an arrangement. 

Committees 
On 9/11/03, Mike Noska recommended simplifying 

the committee structure through a review of charters and 
leadership. Existing committee listings are confusing, 
proposed charters may be inaccurate, and some commit-
tees are too specialized or may not have enough to do. 
The Bylaws mandate three standing committees 
(Nominating, Program, and Education/Training), with ad 
hoc committees established to oversee specialized pro-
grams or tasks. Committee chairs are appointed by the 
President (with the exception of Program and Finance) 
and may recruit other Chapter members to assist with 
committee activities. 

According to the website and handbook, the current 
committees and chairs are Program, Social, and Publicity 
(Ed Tupin), Finance (Neil Barss), Nominating and Elec-
tions (Joel Rabovsky), Education and Training (Dave 
Schauer), Membership (Bob Phillips), Affiliates (Bill 
Holcomb), Public Information (Alan Fellman), Legisla-
tive (vacant), Rules (ad hoc), Certification Review Course 
(Tom Johnson), Publications/Newsletter (Ray Johnson), 
Teacher’s Workshops (Ray Johnson), and Website (Dave 
Schauer) 

The purposes for each committee were discussed and 
several suggestions were offered for reorganization. 
Noska planned to contact each committee chair to con-
firm interest/commitment, solicit updates on committee 
activities, encourage participation in Executive Commit-
tee meetings, initiate the development of an accurate 
committee charter, and discuss the overall direction of the 
committee. The Bylaws indicate that each committee 
should play an active role in the development of the com-

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Affiliates at Our Meetings 
Another new feature we have introduced this year is 

the participation of a featured affiliate member at our 
Chapter meetings. I think this has been well-received so 
far and will continue to be mutually beneficial to our 
members and affiliates. We appreciate the support of our 
affiliates and are glad to provide more visibility for them 
as well as an educational opportunity for our general 
members. Please watch for more growth in this program. 

An Exciting Year 
I am very excited about the direction of the Chapter 

and I hope we will continue to build on the momentum 
we have developed so far. We have had a great response 
from volunteers who have offered to help with prepara-
tions for the Annual Meeting and we are seeing signs of 
growth and progress. I am looking forward to the remain-
der of my term, and I wish you all the best in the New 
Year. 

(Continued from page 9) 
mittee charter. At the very least, each committee should 
have a clear charter and something to do. 

To simplify the committee structure, Teacher’s 
Workshops and the Certification Review Course should 
move into Education and Training. If a chair for the Leg-
islative committee can’t be identified, then it should be 
disbanded. Other changes may become necessary as com-
mittee charters develop. Noska proposed that each com-
mittee provide a report of activities for the Committee 
and/or Newsletter, and “no report” should be denoted 
when appropriate. 

Other Business 
Janna Shupe requested a redistri-

bution of Executive Secretary duties 
back to the Committee officers, as 
originally stipulated in the Bylaws. 
The office of Chapter Historian (or a 
Historical Committee) was proposed 
to fulfill the function of preserving 
vital records and corporate knowl-
edge. Mike Noska recognized Shupe 
for her service and dedication to the 
Chapter. 

The Committee agreed that each officer should gen-
erate a complete description of their function and respon-
sibilities. These would be added to a Chapter notebook 
which would be used for reference by the Committee. 

S c i e n c e  Te a c h e r   
Wo r k s h o p  –   
Vo l u n t e e r s  N e e d e d  
F e b .  2 8  a n d  M a r.  6 ,  2 0 0 4  
Ray Johnson, Workshop Coordinator 

We have a Science Teacher Work-
shop scheduled for Saturday February 
28 and March 6, 2004 at the Redland 
Middle School in Derwood. 

Bill Holcomb and I attended a 
monthly meeting of about 30 middle 
school science resource teachers on 
Jan. 21. We were given about 10 min-
utes to announce our program. We did a show-and-tell to 
demonstrate some of the radioactive items that are part of 
our everyday world and described what we would include 
in the workshop (see the sample announcement on next 
page). When we asked for a volunteer host, Ms. Michelle 
Lugo immediately volunteered the Redland Middle 
School. 

Mr. Michael Szesze, the Science Teacher Coordina-
tor for Montgomery County will help us advertise the 
workshop throughout Montgomery County. We have 
worked with him for several years and he is very suppor-
tive of our program. 

We will need about 12 to 15 Chapter Volunteers for 
both Saturdays to serve as resource persons for breakout 
sessions with the teachers, to help with the lunches, and to 
instruct. Bill and I will probably do all of the first day on 
Sat. Feb. 28. On Sat. Mar. 6 we would like instructors for 
nuclear medicine, nuclear power, radioactive wastes, nu-
clear terrorism, and radiation instruments. We have in-
structors who have done these classes before, but if you 
would like to help, please call Ray at 301-990-6006. 

 

C H P C o n t i n u i n g   
E d u c a t i o n  C r e d i ts  
Robert Phillips, Membership Director 

If you have trouble keeping track of your continuing 
education credits, the BWC-HPS is offering to help.  As 
you know, continuing education credit is given for atten-
dance at local chapter meetings.  Starting this year (fall, 
03), the chapter is keeping a record of members who at-
tend chapter meetings.  If you ever need to know which 
meetings you attended, you need only request a listing 
from the membership director (currently Robert Phillips – 
RAPhillips@att.net) and we will provide it. 
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Radiation and Health 
A Workshop for Teachers 

For Understanding Radiation Science Issues 
 

Saturday, February 28 and March 6, 2004 
Redland Middle School, Muncaster Mill Road 

 
Offered by the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society 

a Non-Profit Organization of 300 Specialists in Radiation Safety in the DC Area 
 

Would you like free materials, radiation instruments, grade-level lesson plans, and 
exercises that you can use in the classroom to demonstrate radiation?  What do you know 
about radiation? Do you have a good understanding of radiation risks? Can you explain the three 
principles of radiation safety?  Do you know that we live in a sea of radiation and we are all ex-
posed to over 1,000,000 gamma rays per minute from natural background radiation all the time? 
Did you know that radon in homes is the largest source of radiation exposure for most people?  
 

This free two-day workshop has been offered annually since 1995 for one MSDE 
credit (15 hours).  Several hundred teachers have given this workshop rave reviews. Volunteer 
instructors are career professionals in radiation safety with interests in helping teachers and oth-
ers understand the fundamentals of radiation risks and safety. The program is based upon the five 
E's for teaching science.  Topics are presented by demonstrations that make radiation science fun 
and easy to understand.  
 

The workshop will include a review of radiation fundamentals and aspects of nuclear 
terrorism to help understand what radiation is and how it may affects us.  We will demon-
strate the different types of radiation, how radiation is measured, and what we know about natu-
ral and man-made sources of radiation.  We will review what is known about radiation effects 
and what people believe about radiation.  We will also discuss uses of radiation in medicine and 
nuclear energy, and other issues. You will also have the opportunity for hands-on experience 
with radiation instruments. You will receive a radiation meter kit, with several meters. Many vol-
unteers will be available for answering questions in small groups.   
 

Workshop schedule, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm with free lunches. 
 

Ray Johnson, CHP, PE, RSO, Science Teacher Workshop Coordinator 
Baltimore-Washington Chapter Health Physics Society 

 
To Register Contact: rjohnson@radtrain.com 

Michael_J_Szesze@mcpsmd.org 
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A P r o b l e m   
S u c c e s s f u l l y  S o l ve d  
Keith Ball, Radiation Safety Academy 

I was a successful problem solver as far back as kin-
dergarten. Standing last in a line of young boys who had 
followed my lead in dancing on the 
tabletops, I was about to get a spank-
ing. Observing that the teacher 
stopped spanking at the first outcry, 
I knew what needed to be done. 
Whereas the others suffered long 
and hard, I cried after one smack and 
was set free and without harm. So it 
should come as no surprise that my 
first act of civil disobedience was 
successful, although a bit messy. 

The year was 1968. I was in the 8th grade and enjoy-
ing Wood Shop. The second semester class was what I 
was really waiting for, Metal Shop, a class for men. I had 
been looking forward to learning the art of arc and torch 
welding. My twin brother had taken the first semester 
class and had made an awesome metal stand and I wanted 
one. But alas, it was not meant to be. Someone had de-
cided that young boys needed to go to a “sissy” class. 
Yep! Home Ec here I come. Needless to say, I was not 
thrilled about this new development. 

I went to the guidance councilor and begged and 
pleaded not to be sent to Home Ec. I told him that I had 
learned how to cook living on the farm at harvest time, 
where everybody pitched in. I had learned how to can 
vegetables, stew tomatoes, freeze corn, and make salsa. 
You name the task and I had done it. My mother even 
called him and explained that I did not need Home Ec. 
Think any of this made any difference, nope, none at all. 
Someone high up the chain of command had made a de-
cree and that was that! 

Well, not one to succumb to defeat, I made my own 
plans. If cooking was what “Someone” wanted, then 
cooking is what “Someone” would get! So I sat in Home 
Ec and listened carefully on how cook. I learned about 
measuring fluids and dry goods correctly, mixing ingredi-
ents properly, and let us not forget kitchen safety. Basi-
cally, everything I already knew. I became the star pupil. 

Then it was time to cook! We had to pair off in 
groups of two. I chose my partner with care; for I needed 
someone who would keep his mouth shut and stand 
guard. Each group had to bake a dozen cream puffs. 
Cream Puffs! Stinking lousy cream puffs! However, 
cream puffs were just the ticket I needed to succeed. 

I told my partner to sit back, shut up, and keep a 
lookout for the teacher. He said, “But, but, but.” I said, 
“Shut up and watch.” While the rest of the class was mak-
ing their dozen cream puffs, I was making just one. One 
very large cream puff! I doubled the ingredients, rolled 
out the dough, put in the cream, folded up the dough, 
placed it on a cookie sheet, and shoved it into the oven. 

I suspect that the Home Ec teacher later on regretted 
not paying more attention to her prize student. The last 
comment my partner made was, “You forgot to put holes 
in it!” I told him to shut up, again. It was not much longer 
before I had the attention of everyone. KABLAM noises 
have a way of doing that. Of course for those who had 
missed the noise, the smoke and smell from the burning 
cream puff, plastered all over the inside of the oven, 
would soon get their attention. 

Sure enough, the teacher came running, took one 
look in the oven and started screaming. Can you believe 
it? She was actually screaming at her star pupil. One look 
and she knew what I had done, and that I had planned on 
doing this from the start. I suspect it was not helping mat-
ters any with me standing there laughing about what had 
happened. I did offer to clean up the mess. She even had 
the nerve to kick her star pupil out of the class. Sent me 
straight to the principles office, she did. 

I had succeeded. I was out of Home Ec. My success 
did not end there, however. For weeks after, I had all the 
7th and 8th grade boys coming up to me and thanking me 
for ruining their chance to go to Home Ec. “Someone” 
had changed the idea about sending young boys off to 
learn how to cook, as no longer being a wise thing to do. 

As punishment, I was sent back to Metal Shop where 
I was quite happy and learned something that was a 
whole lot more useful to me. Of course with every suc-
cess there is a failure. My relationship with my Home Ec 
teacher never improved. 

C a l l  f o r  N o m i n a t i o n s :  
P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t ,  Tr e a s u r e r,  
M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r  
Joel Rabovsky, Nominations Chair 

Serving as an elected Officer or 
Director of our chapter provides an 
excellent opportunity to have a sig-
nificant impact on the current and fu-
ture success of the Baltimore-
Washington Chapter of the Health 
Physics Society. The efforts of the 
elected officers and directors signifi-
cantly affect the appeal, quality, and 
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success of our chapter’s endeavors such the newsletter, 
chapter meetings, and science teacher’s workshops. Thus, 
to maintain the continued success of the BWCHPS, we 
need motivated and enthusiastic candidates to run for the 
chapter’s elective offices. 

For the upcoming (2004/2005) chapter year two or 
more candidates are needed for the positions of President-
Elect, Treasurer and one Director (responsible for mem-
bership). Descriptions of the duties the President-Elect, 
President and Treasurer are specified in the chapter’s by-
laws - that can be found near the front of the Membership 
Handbook. 

Individuals interested in helping to continue the suc-
cess of our chapter by serving as an elected official 
should contact: Joel Rabovsky, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee by mail at 4249 Sandcastle Lane, Olney MD 
20832, by e-mail at joel.rabovsky@eh.doe.gov, or by 
phone at 301 903 2135. 

The chapter looks forward to your participation. 

 

C e r t i f i c a t i o n  R e v i e w  
C o u r s e  f o r  2 0 0 5   
( H e l p  N e e d e d )  
Karl Fischer 

Due to preparations for this summer's Annual Meet-
ing (as well as a general shortage of volunteer help), the 
Chapter will not offer the Certification Review Course in 
2004. 

The course will resume in 2005 and volunteers will 
be needed for the following roles: 

•     Academic coordinator(s) 
•     Administrative/logistical coordinator(s) 
•     Lecturers and problem session leaders 
•     Technical resource contacts (to help answer ques-

tions) 
•     Practice exam coordinators and graders 
•     Audiovisual and recording 
 
The Education and Training committee will soon 

commence planning activities with a discussion of format 
and curriculum changes that may be necessary. 

If you're interested in helping with the 2005 course, 
please contact Mike Noska at man@cdrh.fda.gov. 

2 0 0 4  H P S  An n u a l  M e e t i n g  
U pd a t e  –  Vo l u n t e e r s  
N e e d e d  

Planning for the 2004 Annual Meeting of the Health 
Physics Society is going well, with the venues for the so-
cial and technical tours selected. 

Social and Technical Tours 
In addition to the DC City Tours, social tours will 

include a trip to the new Smithsonian Air and Space Mu-
seum near Dulles Airport, a night at the Kennedy Center, 
a Virginia Wine Country Tour and a Potomac River Trip 
to Mount Vernon. Special Sunday tours and services will 
be held at the Washington National Cathedral and at the 
Basilica and Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 

Technical tours are planned for the NIH Medical Cy-
clotron facility, the NIST Reactor and Cold Neutron facil-
ity, the NASA / Goddard Space Flight Center in Green-
belt and a review of Medical Health 
Physics Operations at the Washington 
Hospital Center. 

The final decisions on meeting 
space and tours will be held in Febru-
ary, after the Mid-year Meeting, at the 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. The 
preliminary program should be out in 
March. 

Volunteers Needed 
After the program is published we will be taking the 

names of individuals who can volunteer as proctors at the 
PEPs and CELs. You get to attend these at no charge if 
you work as a proctor. 

We also will need student volunteers to help out with 
the Local Arrangements Committee. We can waive the 
daily attendance fee if a student works for a day. 

We will need Floor Managers every day to verify 
that all rooms are set up as required and that all signs and 
directions are properly posted. 

If you volunteer as a floor manager for the morning 
shift, you can stay at the hotel for free the night before, 
since you will be getting up early to start work. 

If you can volunteer some time during the meeting, 
please email one of the LAC chairs and let them know. 

Jack Patterson    j.patterson161@comcast.net 

Janna Shupe   janna.shupe@nist.gov 

Mike Davidson   mdavidson@chesnuc.com 
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Af f i l i a t e s  C o r n e r  
Bill Holcomb, Affiliate Membership Director 

Welcome to Our  Newest Affiliates 
Laura Lynch, LAURUS Systems, Inc.  
Robert Cherry, Dade Moeller and Associates 
John Sonewald, Protean Instrument Corporation 
Richard Love, Scientific Instrument Sales 

Welcome Also to Our Continuing Affiliates:  
John Anderson, Atlantic Nuclear Corporation 
Steven McDaniel, RSO, Inc. 
Greg Johnson, Radiation Safety Academy 
Karen Williamson, Proxtronics, Inc. 

Affiliates Attend Each Meeting  
This year we are asking one of the Affiliate Members 

to attend our monthly meetings and present a short narra-
tive of their business activities along with a table to dem-
onstrate their products. It has been a great success: We 
enjoyed listening to a presentation by Wendy Caulk and 
Steve McDaniels of RSO, Inc. at our 
October meeting. We also enjoyed 
the presentation on Computer Based 
Training services by Melisa Ramos of 
the Radiation Safety Academy at our 
November meeting. We will be look-
ing forward to other Affiliates giving 
presentations at our future meetings. 

Protean Instrument Corporation 
John Sonewald  
Marketing and Sales Manager  
Protean Instrument Corp.  
231 Sam Rayburn Parkway  
Lenoir City, TN 37771  
Tel./Fax.:865-717-3456  
www.proteaninstrument.com 
 

Protean Instrument Corporation is the world's leading 
manufacturer of ultra-high performance alpha/beta count-
ing systems. Protean was founded by the designer and 
manufacturing director of most of the classic alpha/beta 
counting systems in use today. Our range of products in-
cludes systems with automatic sample changers, manual 
single or multi-detector systems, and various gas-flow 
and non-gas-flow detector options. Our systems also have 
multiple software and non-software control options. Pro-
tean counting systems are well known for ultra-high per-
formance, stability, reliability, and extraordinary ease of 
maintenance. 

Scientific Instrument Sales 
Richard Love 
(865) 691-0352 
wrlove@scientificinstrumentsales.com 
 

Scientific Instrument Sales is a manufacturers’ repre-
sentative for nuclear instruments used in Health Physics, 
Radiation Protection, Environmental Monitoring, Home-
land Security, PET Monitoring, Physics and Material Re-
search. 

Companies represented include Berthold Technolo-
gies, Gamma Products, TSA Systems, Lab Impex Sys-
tems, PGT (Princeton Gamma-Tech), Genitron, and 
more. 

Product categories include: 
•      alpha/beta counting systems 
•      Vehicle and portal monitors 
•      Area gamma dose rate monitors 
•      Air monitoring (alpha/beta, noble gas, tritium 
•      Liquid effluent monitoring 
•      Gamma spectroscopy systems 
•      Shields, sample changers 
 

Area gamma and air monitoring systems for static, 
long-term application or for quick deployment, emer-
gency response situations. 

Visit our website www.scientificinstrumentsales.com 
for more information. 

Proxtronics, Inc. 
Kimberly Lair, PR/Sales 
Proxtronics Inc. 
(210)534.9636 
 

Proxtronics Inc. is a multi-focused corporation that 
reaches across the globe to offer services in environ-
mental engineering, management systems, and dosimetry. 
The symbol of assurance and quality, Proxtronics pro-
vides the “best” in technical solutions, contract manage-
ment, and customer service. That is our mission. Provid-
ing our services at the lowest cost is our duty. 

Proxtronics Dosimetry, LLC is a supplier of radiation 
detection services including environmental detection, film 
badge, TLD badge, electronic dosimetry monitoring, cali-
bration, and thorough reporting. We have continued to set 
ourselves apart from the industry with our unique and 
comprehensive, On-Line “customer service center of ex-
cellence.” Thus, creating a “one-stop-shop” for all our 
customers radiation service needs. 

Proxtronics is proud of its continued affiliation with 
the Baltimore Washington Chapter of the Health Physics 
Society. We encourage any BWCHPS members to visit 
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our facility to see first hand how effective our dosimetry 
services are. We will also be participating in the upcom-
ing Health Physics Society Conference in July. Please 
stop by to meet our sales staff and pick up the needed ma-
terials for us to better service you or visit our website at 
www.proxtronicsdosimetry.com. 

For tour information please contact: 
Karen Williamson 
7200 Fullerton Rd. Suite 100 
Springfield, VA 22150 
(703) 440-2186 
kwilliamson@proxtronics.com 

Atlantic Nuclear Corporation  
Radiation Safety Supply 
John Anderson Jr. 
www.atnuke.com 
 

Atlantic Nuclear Corporation Radiation Safety Sup-
ply carries equipment and accessories for all areas of ra-
diation safety. Instrumentation includes: survey meters, 
MCA’s, dosimetry, medical physics, waste monitors- 
medical and landfill, emergency kits, and probes. Nuclear 
medicine products include: dose calibrators, flood 
sources, rainbow MCAs, Model 14C survey meters, thy-
roid scanner, waste storage containers, L block shields, 
and PET shields. Atlantic Nuclear also carries air sam-
pling equipment, all types of shielding materials, a wide 
array of radioactive standards and check sources, and ac-
cessories for every need. 

Please check our website at www.atnuke.com. 

RSO, Inc. 
Steve McDaniel, Sales Manager 
Laurel, Maryland 
Phone 301-953-2482 or 410-792-7444 
www.rsoinc.com 

Celebrating 30 years of Health Physics Products and 
Services, 1974-2004. RSO, Inc. thanks the Baltimore-
Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society for 
being a part of our continued success. 

RSO has recently expanded with offices in Green-
belt, Maryland and Hayward, California. 

RSO continues to provide a variety of Radiation 
Safety Professional Services. Areas of consultation in-
clude regulatory compliance, new license applications 
and license amendments; radiation safety program audits, 
medical physics, and radioactive waste management and 
disposal. 

Our On-site Services include; facility decontamina-
tion and license termination services, radioactive material 
laboratory surveys, x-ray compliance inspections, and 

radioactive material packaging and transportation. 

We offer In-house Services that include, Decay-In-
Storage of radioactive wastes, radiation analysis labora-
tory, and portable instrument repair and calibration. 

Our Products line includes signs & labels, smears 
and sampling supplies, and radiation detection equipment 
sales. 

Please visit our website, to see our on-line products 
catalog and find additional information about our ser-
vices. www.rsoinc.com 

R a d i a t i o n  S a f e t y Tr a i n i n g  
o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  
Melisa A. Ramos, Radiation Safety Academy 

Training at Your Convenience 
Why take the time away from 

your home and job to travel to a 
training center, when you can get 
the same training conveniently at 
your desk? The Radiation Safety 
Academy now offers Basic Radia-
tion Safety training on-line for new 
radiation workers. This CBT class 
covers the same material normally 
presented in an eight-hour class at 
our training center. This material was developed by Certi-
fied Health Physicists and has been presented to over 
5,000 radiation workers over the past 10 years. This class 
will meet the general training requirements for all of your 
radiation workers as required by your license, either with 
a State or with the NRC. You may want to provide addi-
tional training related to your specific sources of radia-
tion. 

Let the Training Come to You 
You can easily sign on for our on-line training at any 

time. Go to www.RadtrainOnline.com, choose a user-
name and password, register online, and take the course 
in one sitting or in multiple sittings. It is self paced for 
you to go as fast or slow as you wish. Many people have 
indicated that they have covered the eight-hour class ma-
terials in three to four hours on-line. 

Great for Annual Refresher Training 
Many people have signed on to one or two modules 

from the Basic Radiation Safety class to meet annual re-
fresher training requirements. You can choose whichever 
modules you would like to review and you can vary the 
selections from year to year. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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(Continued from page 15) 
Designed for Different Learning Styles 

Because people learn in different ways and at differ-
ent rates we have designed our on-line classes to accom-
modate your preferences. They are interactive with voice 
overs, with lots of graphics, and with a large font option. 
Also, once you begin a course, you cannot lose track of 
where you are because the built-in navigation system will 
keep you on track. 

Radiation Safety Awareness 
Would you like to provide an introduction to radia-

tion for your ancillary personnel, such as administrative 
staff, maintenance staff, or others who may have concerns 
for possible radiation exposures? The Radiation Safety 
Academy has been providing 45 minutes to an hour and a 
half of radiation safety awareness training at clients’ fa-
cilities for many years. We have used our experience and 
materials to design an on-line version of this class. There 
is one significant difference, however. When we come to 
your site, we customize our training to the specifics of 
your facility. Our on-line version is only a general intro-
duction to radiation. For the greatest value at your facility, 
it should be customized for your specific sources of radia-
tion. 

Customized Training On-line 
While you may find the on-line Radiation Safety 

Awareness class helpful for your needs, it would be much 
better to add your site-specific information. You can pro-
vide that additional material to your staff, or we can add it 
to the CBT module for your staff to review at their con-
venience. We will be happy to work with you for custom-
izing the awareness class specifically for your facility. 

Lowest Cost Training 
Since you do not have to send staff to our facility, or 

bring us to your facility, you should save substantial costs 
for training.  Not only do you save a lot of training costs, 
the training can be taken by your staff at their conven-
ience. 

Reduce Costs with a Site License 
You can save even more money if you license the 

on-line classes for your site. Rather than having each staff 
member sign up individually, you could license the train-
ing for use at your facility with a significant cost savings. 
A Site License would be especially desirable for the Ra-
diation Safety Awareness class. This class is usually not 
required by your license and it is intended primarily for 
non-radiation workers who would not normally sign up 
for radiation safety training. However, you could make 
the awareness materials available to your staff with an on-

site license, which would not result in a cost to each per-
son. 

Continuous Updating 
We are continuously updating the on-line materials to 

assure that they are always up-to-date. You will always 
have the most current material based on the latest scien-
tific understanding of radiation and its affects on people. 
This material is offered in a form that can be updated in 
real time. Therefore, it will never become out dated like a 
compact disc (cd) or a printed book. 

Printed Certificates 
The Radiation Safety Academy will mail you a cer-

tificate suitable for framing upon successful completion 
of the course. To receive a certificate, you must pass the 
course quiz with a 70% grade or higher. Your certificate 
will serve as proof that you have successfully completed 
the required training. 

 

2 0 0 4  H e a l t h  P h ys i c s   
S o c i e t y S u m m e r  S c h o o l  
J u l y 6−9 ,  2 0 0 4  

Public Protection from  
Nuclear, Chemical, and  
Biological Terrorism 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 
James Clark, Administrative Dean 

Overview 
Since the events of September 11, 2001, knowledge 

and proficiency in emergency preparedness are increas-
ingly important not only for specialists in radiation safety, 
but also for other health and safety professionals. For this 
year’s Summer School we have invited many of the ex-
cellent speakers on emergency response, homeland secu-
rity, and terrorism from HPS meetings over the last sev-
eral years, together with some new speakers from outside 
the field of health physics. These experts will discuss 
principles and learned experiences to help radiation and 
other safety professionals understand the rational for 
proper planning, assessments, and responses to terrorism. 

The curriculum for the Summer School is presented 
on the following page. The scope of the curriculum 
makes this course relevant not only for Health Physicists, 
but also for Emergency Managers at all levels of govern-
ment, including program administrators, emergency 
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medical personnel, senior fire and police officials, and 
military personnel. This four-day course will be accred-
ited for 32 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) by 
American Board of Health Physics. 

Don’t miss this opportunity! Enrollment will be lim-
ited, so plan early!  For additional information, including 
updates on invited speakers, please visit us at the Summer 
School Web site, which can be accessed through www.
bwchps.org. 
Academic Dean: Allen Brodsky, ScD, CHP 

703-288-6869   Albrodsky@aol.com 
Academic Dean:  Ray Johnson, MS, PE, CHP 

301-990-6006    rjohnson@radtrain.com 
Administrative Dean:  Jim Clark, CHP 

301-975-8888; cell: 443-850-8000 
james.clark@nist.gov 

Location 
Gaithersburg, Maryland campus of the National In-

stitute of Standards & Technology. Educational sessions 
will be held at the Green Auditorium of the main admini-
stration building, which has state-of-the-art presentation 
equipment. 

Daily Schedule 
Morning sessions with breaks:   8:00 AM-12:45 PM 

(Tuesday – Friday) 
Afternoon sessions with breaks:  1:45 PM - 5:30 PM 

(Tuesday – Friday) 

Lodging 
The Courtyard Marriott, 805 Russell Ave, Gaithers-

burg, MD 20879 is where NIST shuttle buses will stop, 
and also where evening workshops will be held. Mention 
“HPS Summer School” to get the rate of $89/nt + taxes 
(includes breakfast). Reservations must be received on or 
before Friday, May 7, to guarantee this rate. Contact them 
directly at TEL: 301-670-0008; FAX: 301-948-4538 
www.courtyard.com  

Alternate Lodging 
The HPS Summer School has not negotiated a rate 

with any of the following, however a favorable rate may 
be available by requesting the NIST meeting rate. The 
NIST shuttle buses will not stop at any of these hotels. Of 
the following hotels, the Holiday Inn is adjacent to the 
Courtyard Marriott, within a 5-minute walk.  

Holiday Inn 
2 Montgomery Village Ave 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879 
TEL: 301-948-8900; FAX: 301-258-1940 
www.higaithersburg.com 

Hilton Hotel 
620 Perry Parkway 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
TEL: 301-977-8900; FAX: 301-977-3450 
www.hilton.com 

 
Marriott 

9751 Washingtonian Blvd 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
TEL: 301-590-0044; FAX: 301-212-6155 
www.marriott.com 

Meals and Refreshments 
A buffet style lunch is will be served daily at 12:45 

pm, in the same building as the Green Auditorium. Lunch 
is included in the registration fee. Refreshments will be 
provided during breaks, and the cost is also included in 
the registration fee. 

Reception and Night Out 
A reception area will be open from 3:00 PM to 7:00 

PM on Monday at the Courtyard Marriott Gaithersburg. 
Light refreshments will be served. A special night out in-
cluding dinner is planned for Thursday from 6:30 PM 
until 9:30 PM. The cost of both of these events is in-
cluded in the registration fee. Guests may attend the night 
out and dinner for $30. Check the Summer School Web 
site for updated information on the night out. 

Transportation 
Gaithersburg is served by three major regional air-

ports: 

Baltimore-Washington(BWI)  
www.bwiairport.com 

ReaganNational(DCA)  
www.mwaa.com/national/index.html 

Dulles International(IAD)  
www.metwashairports.com/dulles/index.html 

Also see  
www.airwise.com/airports/us/IAD/index.html 

Allow at least 1 hour to get to NIST from any airport.  

Important Notice 
All visitors to NIST must be pre-registered, therefore 

no walk-in registrations will be accepted. The registration 
deadline is June 15th. Substitutions for registrants will be 
accepted until June 30th; after that date we will try to ac-
commodate substitution requests but cannot make any 
guarantees. 
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Public Protection from Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Terrorism 

Overview and Principles 
•     Course Introduction, Allen Brodsky and Ray Johnson 

•     NCRP 138 Considerations, John Poston, Sr. 

Detection and Interdiction 
•     Daniel Strom and Richard Kouzes 

Planning Protective Actions 
•     Facts about Radiological Weapons, Joe Alvarez  

•     Facts about Nuclear Weapons, John Auxier 

•     Facts about Protection from NBC Weapons, William Dickerson 

•     Facts about Protection from Attacks on Nuclear Power Plants, Michael J. Slobodien 

•     Organizing Federal Resources, Kerry Thomas 

•     Department of Homeland Security/ODP Training Experience, Gil Wendt 

•     Training and Certifying Trainers, Brook Buddemeier and Ray Johnson 

•     Experience with Federal and State Training Programs, Marlow Stangler 

•     Instrument Standards for Homeland Security, Morgan Cox 

Immediate Response Phase 
•     Experience with Early Response and Rules-of-Thumb, Allen Brodsky and Neil Wald 

•     Lessons from International and U.S. Incidents,  Ronald E. Goans 

•     Local Emergency Response in Rural vs. Urban Areas, Dan Corti 

•     Respiratory & Ventilation Protection Against Airborne WMD, H. Cember & M. Hoover 

•     Hospital Responses to CBR Attack, Ken Miller and Jerold Bushberg 

Recovery Phase 
•     EPA Plans and Recommendations, Ed Tupin 

•     Department of Homeland Security Plans, Kerry Thomas 

•     Summary of Federal and State Resources for Recovery, Marlow Stangler 

•     Follow-up of Persons Exposed to Radiation or Radioactivity,  Neil Wald 

•     Follow-up of Persons Exposed to Mixed Agents, Terry Pellmar 

•     Rules-of-Thumb and Risks of Food & Water Contamination, A. Brodsky & M. Stangler 

•     Public Communication, Dealing with Terror, Ray Johnson and Jim Barnes 

Summer School Wrap-up 
•     Ronald L. Kathren 
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R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m  
27th Annual Health Physics Summer School, 6-9 July 2004 

Public Protection from Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Terrorism 

HPS Member No:  HPS  _____________            non-HPS Member:  _______________ 

Registration Deadline:  15 June 2004. Note:  Registration is limited to 150 students with priority given as fol-
lows: HPS members by date of registration, non-HPS members by date of registration. 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (       ) ___________       Fax :  (       ) ____________        Email: ________________________________ 

Services: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

REGISTRATION: Includes the textbook, evening workshops, Thursday night out, and breaks 

      HPS Member ....................................$795                               $___________ 

      Non-HPS Member ............................$855*                              $___________ 
      * Includes HPS Associate Membership for 2004 

MEALS             Lunch at the NIST cafeteria, Tuesday – Friday,  
                          is included in registration fee. 

THURSDAY NIGHT OUT           Included in the registration fee. 

      Additional tickets for Thursday night out & dinner  
      can be purchased @ $30/ person                                            $___________ 

      Total Fees Enclosed                                                                 $___________ 

Payment Information:  Make check payable to:  Health Physics Society 

______   VISA   ______ MasterCard       _____ American Express            ______Discover 

Card Number: __________________________  Expiration Date: _________________ 

Cardholder Name _______________________   Signature: ______________________ 

Credit Card Billing Address:  ________________________________________________ 

                                              ________________________________________________  

Cancellation Policy: 
Prior to 15 May 2004, the registration fee minus $50 will be reimbursed. 
Prior to 15 June 2004, the registration fee minus $100 will be reimbursed. 
After 15 June 2004, no refund can be granted, however substitutions will be honored until June 30 2004. 

Phone:  703-790-1745 
Fax:      703-790-2672 
(if faxing, do not mail original) 

Mail To:     Health Physics Society, 2004 Summer School 
                1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402 
                McLean, VA  22101 



T
h

e
 B

a
ltim

o
re

-W
a
sh

in
g

to
n

 C
h

a
p

te
r 

o
f th

e H
e
a
lth

 P
h

y
s
ic

s
 S

o
c
ie

ty
 

P
O

 B
o
x
 4

2
1
1
 

G
a
ith

e
rsb

u
rg

, M
D

 2
0
8
8
5
-4

2
1
1

 

H
isto

ry
 o

f P
H

S
 R

a
d
. H

lth
. P

ro
g
 

P
re

sid
e
n
t’s M

e
ssa

g
e
 

N
e
x
t M

e
e
tin

g
 A

n
n
o
u
n
ce

m
e
n
t 

W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y
 F

e
b
ru

a
ry

 1
8
th

 
In

te
ra

ctio
n
s w

ith
 a

 R
e
p
o
rte

r 
E
x
e
cu

tiv
e
 M

e
e
tin

g
 H

ig
h
lig

h
ts 

S
e
p
t. to

 D
e
c. 2

0
0
3
 

S
ci T

e
a
ch

e
r W

o
rk

sh
o
p
 U

p
d
a
te

 
C
H

P
 C

o
n
tin

u
in

g
 E

d
 C

re
d
its 

A
 P

ro
b
le

m
 S

u
cce

ssfu
lly

 S
o
lv

e
d
 

C
a
ll fo

r N
o
m

in
a
tio

n
s 

2
0
0
5
 C

e
rtifica

tio
n
 R

e
v
ie

w
 

C
o
u
rse

 P
la

n
s 

2
0
0
4
 S

o
cie

ty
 A

n
n
u
a
l M

e
e
tin

g
 

U
p
d
a
te

 
R
a
d
ia

tio
n
 S

a
fe

ty
 T

ra
in

in
g
 o

n
 

th
e
 In

te
rn

e
t 

2
0
0
4
 H

P
S
 S

u
m

m
e
r S

ch
o
o
l –

 
P
u
b
lic P

ro
te

ctio
n
 fro

m
 N

u
c, 

C
h
e
m

, &
 B

io
 T

e
rro

rism
 

 


	History of the Radiation Health Program in the Public Health Service
	President’s Message
	Association Officers
	Next Meeting Announcment
	Interactions with a Reporter
	Executive Committee Meetings
	Science Teacher Workshop Update
	CHP Continuing Education Credits
	Teacher Workshop Announcement
	A Problem Successfully Solved
	Call for Nominations
	Certification Review Course 2005
	2004 HPS Annual Meeting Update
	Affiliates Corner
	Protean Instrument Corporation
	Scientific Instrument Sales
	Proxtronics, Inc.
	Atlantic Nuclear Corporation
	RSO, Inc.

	Radiation Training on the Internet
	2004 HPS Summer School
	Proposed Syllabus
	Registration Form


