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Welcome to the New Chapter Year 
Cindy Boggs, Chapter President 

This issue of the Newsletter is going to all national HPS members in 
the DC area with an open invitation to join the Baltimore-Washington 
Chapter. We hope you will find something of interest for you in the 
programs planned for the 1996 - 1997 season. As a Chapter member you 

will receive 
five more is-
sues of the 
Newsletter, 
which alone 
is well worth 
the annual 
dues. I am 
very excited 
about what 
we are doing 
this year as 
you will see 
in my notes 
from the first 
Executive 
Committee 
meeting this 
summer. 

Our first Executive Committee held on Saturday, August 10, at my 
home was very well attended. In addition to Chapter Officers, most of the 
Committee Chairs were also there. Unfortunately, Ray Johnson, News-
letter Chair, was unable to attend. He had a recent accident on his bicycle 
and broke his hip. He did call though, to tell everyone that the this 
Newsletter was on schedule. (I might also add that when he was first able 
to sit up and use the phone in the hospital, he called to tell me not to worry 
about the Newsletter. Knowing your commitment, Ray, I would never 
worry!!) 

As President, I am looking forward to this year. There is much to 
accomplish, but I feel that the Committee Chairs and Officers are defi-
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nitely up to the tasks at hand. 

Jay Maisler, Affiliates Committee Chair, will be 
working with the Affiliates to set up the Affiliates 
night. Jack Foster is chairing the Education and Train-
ing Committee. Much work is needed here in organ-
izing the Certification and Basic Rad Health Classes 
we have been teaching. Jack will have his hands full, 
and I am sure he will be looking for a "few good 
members" to help him accomplish these time-consum-
ing, but worthy tasks. 

Diane Case, as the Finance Committee Chair, in 
addition to keeping our finances straight will be pre-
paring a summary showing where our money comes 
from and where our money goes. As members of the 
Chapter, we all need to know what our dues are being 
used for. Andy Miller is chairing the History Commit-
tee and has started going through the many boxes of 
old records. He will be getting this information organ-
ized so that a Baltimore-Washington Chapter history 
can be written. 

Charlie Willis volunteered (coerced, really) to head 
the Legislative Committee. He is moving ahead and 
has already identified certain items of interest to health 
physicists such as the recommendations of EPA's 
Committee on Risk Assessment and Risk Manage-
ment. I am sure that Charlie will keep us abreast of 
this topic along with others through the Newsletter. 
Stu Altman will be chairing the Membership Commit-
tee and already has a number of ideas to increase 
membership. It is interesting in that most Chapters 
have the problem of health physicists being members 
of the Chapter but not of National. We in the Balti-
more-Washington area have the reverse concern in that 
there are many HPS members who are not members of 
our Chapter. I think that our Chapter's programs and 
activities offer a great deal to the members. 

Ray Johnson will again be chairing the Newsletter 
Committee. Ray's goal is a noble one in that he plans 
to publish 6 Newsletters this year. This is a huge task 
and one that requires help and input from many. This 
is your Newsletter, use it and contribute to it!! Tom 
Bell will be chairing the Nominating Committee and I 
am sure that he would agree, this is no easy task. I am 
sure he would entertain any and all suggestions for 
volunteers for next year's officers. 

Dave Bisson is the Public Information Committee 
Chair. He will be developing a Speaker's Bureau for 
the Chapter. Jerry Thomas will he working with Dave

to develop a Home Page for the Chapter. 

Jack Patterson, Chair of the Program, Social & 
Publicity Committee, has been extremely busy. He 
and his Committee members have been contacting 
potential speakers for Programs this year. Jack already 
has 7 programs in place. Howard Hering as Publica-
tions Committee Chair will be busy working with Ray 
on the Newsletter, with Stu on the Membership Direc-
tory, with Jack on the handouts for the Certification 
Class, and with John on the materials for the Science 
Teachers Workshop. 

J. J. King will be chairing the Rules Committee. He 
will be reviewing the Standard Operatin g Procedures 
that National has for its Committees to help better 
define what our Committees should be doing. And I 
am sure that J. J. will keep busy with other Chapter 
initiatives. John Jacobus will be chairing the Science 
Teachers Workshop Committee. No doubt John will 
be very busy with this endeavor. 

And last but not least, there's Frank Roddy who is 
continuing his role as Secretary. Frank has done an 
excellent job in the past in summarizing Executive 
Committee meetings as well as meeting programs. I 
have no doubt that his fine work will continue. 

I, on the other hand, intended to sit back and take it 
easy this year. With all the very capable members 
mentioned above, I should have little to do. However, 
as an active member of this Chapter, I want to get 
involved. The Chapter should serve its members well. 
And, it is up to all members to help define the Chapter's 
role. I encourage all of you who are interested in the 
work that the Committees are doing (or what you think 
they should be doing) to contact the above individuals. 
I'll say it again, GET INVOLVED! 

Legislative and Regulatory 
Committee 
Charlie Willis, Chair 

The new Chapter year is underway so now is the 
time join the committee of your choice. If you are 
interested in helping keep the membership informed 
about pending legislative and regulatory activity, 
please let me know. We also intend to speak out where 
health physics issues seem to be handled improperly. 
So far, our only move in this direction has been to 
request that the voice of health physics be heard by the 
Presidential Commission on Risk Assessment and 
Risk Management, but this could be a busy year. Join 
us, we need your help. 
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Baltimore-Washington Chapter, HPS 
Meeting Announcement 

	

Date:	 September 17, 1996 (Tuesday) 

	

Location:	 Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences 
Cafeteria and Auditorium, "B" Building 
National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD 
(Across from the Medical Center / NIH Metro Station - See Map) 

	

Speakers:	 Bob Zoon, Radiation Safety Officer, National Institutes of Health 
Nancy Newman, Chief, Radiation Safety Operations Section, RSB, NIH 
Shawn Googins, Chief, Technical Services Section, RSB, NIH 

	

Subject:	 Health Physics Response to Internal P-32 Contamination of 

Biomedical Researchers at the National Institutes of Health 

On June 29, 1995, the Radiation Safety Branch responded to a request for assistance 
by a biomedical researcher who, while monitoring his work area for contamination, 
discovered that his wife (a researcher in the same laboratory) was contaminated. 
During the investigation, other persons in the same laboratory building were found 
(by urine bioassays) to have small amounts of P-32 intake. Continuing surveillance 
led to discovery of a contaminated bottled water cooler in an unrestricted corridor 
in the same laboratory building. The NIH Radiation Safety Program was in the midst 
of a routine NRC inspection at the time of the incident and the NRC responded with 
an Augmented Inspection Team. 

The speakers will discuss their actions in response to the incident, the health physics 
surveys and assessments that were performed, variations in estimated intakes using 
different dosimetry models (this was a significant finding) and the effects of this 
incident on the NIH radioisotope research program. 

	

Time:	 6 - 7 pm.	 Social Hour (Cash Bar) 
7 - 8 pm.	 Mexican Buffet (Cost is $20.00 for members, $25.00 for non-

members - you may join at the meeting.) 
Mexican salad bar, chicken tortilla crepes, enchilada style 
burrito, Spanish rice, corn, dessert, chips and salsa 

8 pm	 Speakers 

	

Reservations:	 Call the Chapter telephone, 301-949-4178 and leave your name and telephone 
number. Please speak slowly and distinctly so we can type the reservation list 
from the recording. Reservation cut-off is noon Monday, September 16. 
Cancellations must be received at least 24 hours prior to the dinner or you may be 
required to pay for the meal.
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Location of USUHS on National Naval Medical Center Compound 

The Cafeteria and Auditorium are located on 
the first floor of "B" Building. After 7:00 p.m., 
enter through Security on the ground floor of 
"B" Bldg. 

After 8:00 p.m. only the gate on Rockville 
Pike is open. You must enter and exit through 
that gate after 8:00 p.m.



The Editor's Desk 
Ray Johnson

You may notice on 
the front of this issue of 
the Newsletter that this 
is Volume 14, No.l. 
This means I am begin-
ning my 14th year as 
Editor. As with any an-
niversary date, it seems 
appropriate to pause 
and reflect. What 
comes to mind immedi-
ately, is a reflection on 
how many really terri-
fic people I have had 
the opportunity to work 
with in the Chapter 

since 1983. Beginning with Allen Brodsky, I have 
been privileged to serve 14 Chapter Presidents. I am 
pleased to have assisted in many exciting programs 
over those years. 

As I write these notes on Aug. 25, I am also mindful 
that this is my 34th wedding anniversary. MaryAnn 
has been very patient and supportive of my interests in 
Chapter activities, not only for the BW Chapter, but 
previously with the New England Chapter. She has 
had to be especially patient with me this year, however, 
because I did something really dumb on Aug. 3. 

Namely, I got my mountain bike out of the garage, 
washed off two years worth of dust, pumped up the 
tires and went for a ride on the new bicycle path across 
the street from my house. About a half mile from my 
house the bike path crosses an unfinished intersection. 
The bike path enters the intersection down a handi-
capped ramp. But at the bottom, the ramp suddenly 
drops four inches to the unfinished roadway. I went 
down over this edge OK, but on the return my front tire 
struck the edge of the ramp and suddenly stopped. I 
proceeded to do a cartwheel over the handlebars and 
body slammed on the concrete. Fortunately, a man and 
woman were bicycling behind me and stopped to ren-
der help. They were both nurses at a nearby hospital. 
They called 911 and I was soon in the ambulance to 
the hospital (I learned that an ambulance is a truck, 
with a truck's suspension). 

X-rays showed a broken femur at the hip joint. On 
Aug. 4 a very capable surgeon screwed a six inch plate 
to my femur with four screws and then placed a 3/8

inch screw (about six inches long) through the plate 
and up into my hip joint. Later when I saw all the 
hardware in an x-ray, I was sure the doctor must have 
left his screw driver in there. He said the break was 
very clean and should heal well, but I should not place 
any weight on the leg for at least six weeks. After a 
week in the hospital, I was sent home to learn how to 
walk on a walker. A physical therapist comes about 
every two days to help me regain the motion in my leg. 
A couple days ago, I graduated from the walker to 
crutches. 

Although I have an office in my home, it is upstairs 
and I have not been able to climb stairs yet. So 
MaryAnn has set up a bed in our living room, and I am 
using the dining room table as a desk. At least with a 
laptop I have been able to accomplish something (such 
as preparing this Newsletter) over the last two weeks. 

I have learned a lot from this experience. Some 
have suggested that perhaps I should forego two 
wheeled vehicles (those who remember my motorcy-
cle accident in 1980) or perhaps I should at least 
consider training wheels. As a very physically active 
person, I am learning a new perspective on life from 
the view of the handicapped. I am also learning how 
much it means to receive a visit, call, or card with well 
wishes from friends. I am deeply touched by the show 
of caring and prayers offered by so many over the past 
three weeks. 

This show of caring has led me to reflect further on 
my own life of service to my profession and my church. 
My work with the Chapter Newsletter for 13 years has 
certainly been a helpful service, and I assume was 
appreciated by many over those years. However, I 
now realize that type of service is mostly impersonal. 
That is the kind of thing us introverts like to do, i.e. sit 
at a computer and write. I wonder on how may occa-
sions in those years have I missed an opportunity to 
share a word or prayer of hope with someone in need, 
on a one-to-one personal level. 

According to the Apostle Paul, all things work 
together for good and we should give thanks in all 
things. I am looking for the good to come from my 
experience, and I am finding it in many ways. Perhaps, 
I will learn new ways to serve my fellow man on a more 
personal level. In the mean time I am just thankful. I 
especially thank Cindy Boggs for the flowers on behalf 
of the Chapter, and all those members who have sent 
their best wishes. 

I look forward to serving another year as Editor. 
This year is already shaping up to be one of our best 
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ever. Jack Patterson has most of the year's program 
already scheduled. Cindy Boggs has committees ap-
pointed and assignments made. If you ever thought 
about joining the Chapter, this is the year to do it. 

Congratulations to Bill 
Mills, Past President HPS 

Ray Johnson 

Bill and Pat Mills 

The Baltimore-Washington Chapter is proud to rec-
ognize the outstanding accomplishments of Dr. Wil-
liam, Mills, as a Chapter member, and as the most 
recent Past President of the HPS. In addition to sub-
stantial contributions to Society programs in 1995-
1996, Bill was elected to the Executive Council of 
IRPA at the April 1996 Congress in Vienna, Austria, 
and also elected to Fellow of the HPS. 

Benefits of Radiation 

Bill's message as President-Elect and the focus of 
his year as President was to encourage a broader per-
spective in health physics to include not only concern 
for the risks from radiation but an appreciation of the 
benefits. He emphasized that historically our main 
objective has been "... protection of people and the 
environment from unnecessary exposure to radiation." 
The balance of risk vs benefits has been heavily 
weighted on the side of risk reductions. The evaluation 
of benefits has been largely a matter of assessing costs 
of alternative control measures. Little attention has 
been given to societal benefits derived from the avail-
ability of radiation sources. Without the benefits of 
radiation, there would be no need for health physicists. 

One of the highlights of Bills' Presidency was the 
publication of the Society Position Statement Radia-

tion Risk in Perspective. Bill believes this is a mile-
stone in applying a scientifically sound dose response 
relationship for estimating radiation risks controlled at 
low exposure levels. 

Bill was very instrumental in encouraging the DOE 
to fund a new grant to the Society for supporting 
Science Teacher Workshops. The original proposal 
was rejected by DOE, after which Bill had several 
meetings with DOE management and it appears that a 
revised proposal will now be funded this fall. Bill also 
negotiated with Carl Siebentritt of FEMA for a perma-
nent loan of any number of radiation survey meter for 
use in Teacher Workshops and placement in schools. 

Bill followed the Society's Public Relations pro-
gram carefully during his term and participated in a 
number of meetings with DOE, EPA, and Congres-
sional staff. 

Bill thanks Chapter and Society members for their 
support and indicates his appreciation for the opportu-
nity to serve the health physics profession. He says 
he is looking forward to his new duties as Past Presi-
dent and has yet to say farewell. 

(I am personally pleased to recognize the accom-
plishments of Dr. Mills, since I wrote the letter of 
recommendation for the Chapter to offer Bill's name 
in nomiantion for President of the HPS. I had the good 
fortune as HPS Secretary and Treasurer-Elect to serve 
with Bill during his entire term with the HPS Executive 
Committee. I also served in EPA for many years with 
Bill in the 1970s and 1980s. Bill and Pat bought a 
home not far from mine about 15 years ago and we 
attend the same church.) 

Georgetown U. to Feature 
Environmental and 

Cleanup Health Physics 
Charlie Willis, Instructor 

Starting this fall, the Georgetown Radiological Sci-
ence graduate program will be revised to feature de-
commissioning, decontamination and environmental 
health physics. This is not to suggest that the basics 
such as dosimetry will be ignored. Rather, the pro-
gram is being altered to emphasize the areas in which 
the need for well-qualified professionals is greatest. 
Classes start the last week of August, so now is the time 
to take advantage of this new program. 
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The Past is Prologue 
Jack Bell, President, 1995-1996 

"The past is prologue" was used for several years 
by the General Electric Co. in its advertising and I feel 
that it is an appropriate part of my closing message to 
the membership. Basically, it means "you haven't 
seen anything yet!" I believe this is a credible predic-
tion for the future of the Chapter based on accomplish-
ments and growth during this past year. 

We have seen another year's worth of outstanding 
Newsletters, meeting programs, growth in our mem-
bership, and overall strengthening of the Chapter. 

The continuing success of our Newsletter is a credit 
to the outstanding efforts of Ray Johnson, with support 
from Charlie Willis, to provide informative and stimu-
lating reading. Of course, Howard Hering's work on 
typesetting and printing is what gives us the best look-
ing Newsletter of all the Chapters. 

Our Chapter Secretary, Frank Roddy, showed his 
dedication by providing timely summaries of Chapter 
meetings and Executive Committee activities. 

Larry Smialek's Rules Committee formulated 
needed By-Law changes that should result in smoother 
transitions from one Chapter year to the next. 

Our President-Elect, and now President, Cindy 
Boggs did an outstanding job in handling a very tough 
problem this year, namely finding a new meeting/din-
ing facility. Crown plaza sold out to Double Tree and 
priced itself out of our range. She also developed and 
presented excellent programs and speakers for the 
year. 

Jay Maisler presented an innovative Affiliates 
Night that attracted a good response from affiliates and 
supportive feedback from members. 

Our annual joint meeting with the local ANS Sec-
tion was an unqualified success with three speakers, 
each of whom gave an interesting and stimulating 
message. 

Although we came close to the required deadlines, 
Hal Peterson's Nominating Committee came up with 
an exceptional slate of candidates. We found some 
reluctance of qualified members to run for election. 

Diane Flack did her usual fine job as Treasurer. I 
say "usual fine job" because in all the years I have 
known her, she has always done a fine job on whatever 
tasks she undertook.

Diane Flack receives certificate from Jack Bell after
completing her term as Treasurer 

Once again, the Basic Radiological Health Course 
at NIST was a success. Thanks to the efforts of Mark 
(Andy) Miller and his staff of instructors. 

Floyd Galpin, Membership Committee Chair, did a 
terrific job in recruiting new members. However, the 
reason that so many national HPS members in our area 

Jack Bell presents certificate for outgoing Board
Member, Floyd Galpin 

remain non-Chapter members remains a mystery! 

Although we had a smaller group of students, our 
annual ABHP Review Course was a big success. Jack 
Foster, Fred Farate, Pete O'Connel and Judy Foulke 
all contributed to the success of this course, as did 
many fine instructors. Jack and Fred have volunteered 
to present the Course again in 1997. 
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I have saved the Science Teacher's Workshop for 
last, not because it was less successful than we had 
hoped, but because it was a real learning experience. 
Many dedicated Chapter members, led by Charlie Wil-
lis, put in long hours planning for a 1996 Workshop. 
We did hold a small workshop for four students and 
"planted some seeds" with them, while at the same time 
we learned some valuable lessons on dealing with 
school administrators. 

If I have missed anyone with my bouquets, please 
forgive me - its my old memory that is to blame! 
Thanks to all of you who helped make the past year a 
success, including those loyal members who attended 
the meetings. 

If you have read this far, you must be impressed by 
the Chapter's activities and its vigor in breaking new 
ground and supporting the field of Health Physics. I 
really believe that "you haven't seen anything yet!" 
But, the Chapter membership must accept the chal-
lenge and responsibility. Please make suggestions, 
volunteer to serve on a committee, help Jack Patterson 
develop meeting programs, or bring in new members. 
Don't let a few members carry the whole load! 

Our Seattle Sojourn 
Charlie Willis, UPS Board of Directors 

Seattle welcomed the 41 st Annual Meeting of the 
Health Physics Society with more sunshine than we 
were entitled to expect. The warm weather was only 
the first striking contrast to the recent IRPA meeting 
in Vienna in April. The major difference was in the 
technical program; in Vienna, anyone questioning the 
linear, no threshold hypothesis (LNTH) was relegated 
to a poster presentation in a back room. In Seattle, the 
presentations were more balanced. B. G. Bennett's G. 
William Morgan Lecture would have been welcome in 
Vienna. This was followed, however, by a Myron 
Pollycove lecture that definitely was not politically 
correct (by IRPA policy). Later, Dan Strom's Con-
tinuing Education Lecture presented both sides of the 
NLTH issue about as evenly as could be expected from 
a strong NLTH proponent. One of Dan's contentions 
was that the issue has become emotionally charged. 

2	 i The special session on the 3 - P incidents at NIH and 
at MIT was something of a breakthrough. Before this 
session, the rumors far exceeded the available infor-
mation. We are still left wondering whether the real 
health and safety impact of these incidents will be

worse than that of the Chernobyl disaster; here, of 
course, the damage is inflicted by the hinderance of 
medical research. This question may be in the "tran-
sience" realm, but it is good to get some of the infor-
mation into the public domain. 

The Government Section took on another thorny 
issue when it confronted the impact of "downsizing," 
particularly in the medical world. Again, not all the 
questions were answered, but the discussions were 
charged. 

The Chapter made its contribution to the Seattle 
meeting in a variety of ways. Bill Mills gave the 
Presidential Welcome, conducted the Business meet-
ing and was involved in almost everything. Ray 
Johnson ascended to the Treasurer's office and Bob 
Cherry and Charlie Willis continued as members of the 
Board of Directors. PEP courses were taught by Al 
Grella and Joel Lubenau. John Glenn and Ed Tupin 
were Continuing Education Lecturers. Session Chair-
persons included Carol Berger, Mary Birch, Frank 
Congel, Charlie Meinhold, Tom Murphy, and Mike 
Wangler. Papers were presented by Neil Bans, Jack 
Bell, Bob Cherry, Jean-Claude Dehmel (2), Tom Es-
sig, John Glenn, Ray Johnson, Payasada Kotrappa, 
Bob Loesch, Joel Lubenau, Frank Marcinowski, Bob 
Meck, Charlie Meinhold, Ken Mossman, Nancy New-
man, Pete O'Connell (2), Joel Rabovsky (2), Jim Ro-
gers (2), George Vargo, John Zimbrick, and Steve 
Zobel (2). Our only member of the Local Arrange-
ments Committee was Linda Woodson. 

One special moment was the announcement of the 
election of Bill Mills and Bernie Shleien to Fellow 
status. The Baltimore-Washington Chapter now in-
cludes 16 HPS Fellows as members (although the 
Awards Luncheon booklet does not list us all). This 
amounts to 12.5 percent of the Society's Fellows. 
(About Five percent of the HPS members are members 
of the BW Chapter.) 

The news was not all good. Society membership 
declined for the second consecutive year; the current 
paid-up membership of 6422 is down almost 5 percent 
from the peak of two years ago. This is the time to urge 
non-members to join; the HPS needs the support and 
it is constantly improving its value to the membership. 

On a more positive note, we learned that the pro-
gram is shaping up nicely for the next Midyear, which 
will be in San Jose on January 5-8, 1997. The topic is 
"The Health Physics of Radiation Generating Ma-
chines," and it seems that 85 abstracts had been sub-
mitted before we got to Seattle. 
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Executive Committee 
Meeting, 8/10/96 

Frank Roddy, Secretary 

The Baltimore-
Washington Chap-
ter got off to a 
rousing start for the 
new year with an 
energetic new ad-
ministration 
headed by Presi-
dent Cindy Boggs. 
Unfortunately, 
Ray Johnson could 
not be with us since 
he broke his hip. 
We wish you the 
best of luck with 
your recovery, 
Ray! 

Present: Cindy Boggs, Jack Patterson, Andy 
Miller, Dave Bisson, Charlie Willis, Frank Roddy, 
Diane Case, John Jacobus, Jay King, Stu Altman 

Old Business 
The minutes of the previous executive committee 

meeting of 3/30/96 were reviewed and approved. 

The following officers were inducted at the annual 
business meeting on May 28: 

President - Cindy_Boggs 

President-Elect - Jack Patterson 

Secretary - Frank Roddy, continuing for second 
year 

Treasurer - Diane Case 

Board of Directors - Stu Altman 

Howard Hering was given a special award at the 
business meeting for his many years of dedicated 
service to the chapter. 

National HPS Meeting (2003) 

The Chapter is intending to put in a bid for the 
national meeting in our area in 2003. Cindy Boggs will 
look at possible locations in Baltimore while Ray 
Johnson will look at possibilities in Washington. 
Cindy will coordinate with the national venues chair.

ABHP Exam Prep Course CEUs 

Thirty-two credits were obtained for the ABHP 
Exam Prep course. 

New Business 

Home Page 

Stu Altman will work with Jerry Thomas and Dave 
Bisson to set up a home page for the chapter on 
Radsafe. Stu will put chapter meeting notices on Rad-
safe under our home page. 

Committee Chair Appointments 

Affiliates - Jay Maisler 
Education and Training - Jack Foster 
Finance - Diane Case 
History - Andy Miller 
Legislative - Charlie Willis 
Membership - Stu Altman 
Newsletter - Ray Johnson 
Nominating - Tom Bell 
Pubic Information - Dave Bisson 
Program, Social & Publicity - Jack Patterson 
Publications - Howard Hering 
Rules - J. J. King 
Science Teachers' Workshop - John Jacobus 

Committee Chairs are given authority to set up 
committee memberships. Anyone interested in any of 
theses committees should contact the committee chair. 
Check the telephone list for the numbers/ad-
dresses/"E" mails for the committee chairs. Cindy 
desires committee reports one week before each ex-
ecutive committee meeting in order to: (1) help all to 
know what others are doing; (2) encourage us to work 
harder; and (3) put committee reports in the Newsletter 
to encourage more interest in what is going on. 

Treasurer's Report, Diane Case 
Howard Hering provided a report for the period 

from 6/30/95 - 8/31/96. The current assets are 
$25,023. The major costs for last year were: the 
Newsletter (printing, mailing, and postage), printing 
handouts for the ABHP exam prep course and the 
Chapter directory, and dinner meetings. The major 
inputs of money were from: the Chapter dues, the 
ABHP exam prep course fees, the Basic Rad Health 
course fees, the NEI grant for the Science Teachers' 
Workshop, the contributions from the Affiliates, and 
the dinner meeting revenues. 

The committee chairs were requested to develop 
budget estimates for the coming year and submit them 
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to Cindy. The Science Teachers' Workshop expects 
to need on the order of $15,000 (another $7500 beyond 
the NEI grant). 

Committee Reports 
History (Andy Miller, Chair) 

Andy Miller received the records from Wendel 
Carriker and hopes to get the records completely or-
ganized by the end of the year. 

Legislative (Charlie Willis, Chair) 
The objectives of the legislative committee are to 

keep the membership informed about legislative and 
regulatory developments affecting health physics and 
to provide health physics information to the relevant 
authorities. We will endeavor to maintain close liaison 
with the Health Physics Society's State and Federal 
Legislation Committee. 

The need for this activity comes from the fact that 
the wheels of government grind slowly, so opportunity 
usually exists for calling attention to major problems 
before the legislation or regulation is fully developed. 
Such opportunities can be valuable if a mechanism is 
established and made effective for calling attention to 
the activity in a timely manner. 

A current example is the EPA's Committee on Risk 
Assessment and Risk Management, which is making 
recommendations on radiation risk assessment and 
management that eventually may be translated into 
legislation, regulations and/or guidance. This is being 
done by a committee with no health physics expertise, 
either on the committee or its consultants. Further-
more, this EPA Committee has heard presentations by 
activist organizations but it has not heard from the 
Health Physics Society or any other organization with 
professional expertise in this area. As might be ex-
pected, the Committee recommendations are seriously 
flawed. The Legislative and Regulatory Committee 
might improve the situation by (a) making the Chapter 
Members aware of this development and (b) informing 
the EPA Committee of the existence of the health 
physics profession, our position as a "stakeholder" in 
this discussion and our willingness to provide relevant 
information. 

The current membership on our committee is: 
Charlie Willis (chair), Ralph Anderson, Carol Berger, 
and Ray Johnson. 

It was requested and approved unanimously by the 
board that the committee could make contacts as nec-
essary to determine what legislative and regulatory

actions are under consideration, to offer Chapter ex-
pertise on the relevant issues, and to call attention to 
perceived shortcomings in legislative or regulatory 
positions. 

Membership (Stu Altman, Chair) 

Stu will put a notice in the national newsletter for 
new chapter membership and set up the form so that 
anyone can apply from our homepage on Radsafe. The 
form will be simplified in that members of the national 
HPS need not get recommendations for local chapter 
membership. An application blank will be supplied in 
the first newsletter of the year for everyone's conven-
ience. 

The plan is to introduce new members at meetings 
to make them feel more at home. Cindy will send each 
of them a letter, and their names and contact informa-
tion will be published in the chapter newsletter. 

Newsletter (Ray Johnson, Chair) 

Ray reported by phone because he unfortunately 
broke his hip in a bicycle accident and could not attend. 

In order for Ray to get the newsletter out to us 2 
weeks prior to a chapter meeting and thus include the 
meeting notice, the deadline for information for the 
newsletter is 5 weeks before the chapter meeting. (See 
the list of the scheduled meetings below.) The goal is 
to publish 6 newsletters this year. Ray welcomes input 
from all members. 

Public Information (Dave Bisson, Chair) 

Dave is presently setting up the committee. He 
plans to contact the local ANS and IH groups, first 
responders (police and firemen), Chambers of Com-
merce, civics clubs, and schools (will mention our 
science teachers' workshops and the continuing edu-
cation credits). The committee will be coordinating 
with the education and training committee. Class of-
ferings will be sent out on agency training news "E" 
mails. Dave would appreciate contacts with these 
organizations and others that members might have so 
that we can really maximize our invitations to speak 
and spread the word. 

Program, Social & Publicity
(Jack Patterson, Chair) 

All of our meetings will be at the Uniformed 
Services University of Health Sciences unless other-
wise noted: 

Tuesday, Sept 17 
P-32 Contamination Incidents at NIH 
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Bob Zoon, Nancy Newman, Shawn Googins 

Tuesday, Oct 15 
Health Physics on the Internet 
Melissa Wu, University of Illinois 

Wednesday, Nov 15 
Radiation Effects on Humans and Equipment 
Dr. Epaminondas Spassinopoulos 
NASA Goddard 
Tour of facility, steak, shrimp, free beer 

Thursday, Jan 16 
NRC Commissioner Greta Dicus 
Joint meeting with ANS 

February 
Open for suggestions 

Wednesday, Mar 5 
Good Will Value of Regulatory Programs 
Bob Emery 
Joint meeting with AIHA 

Tuesday, April 1 
Dr. Otto Raabe, HPS President-Elect 
Affiliates Night 

Tuesday, May 6 
Food Pasteurization (Irradiation) 
Dr.Donald Thayer, USDA 
Annual Business Meeting 

A budget of $1500 for travel reimbursement for 
speakers was approved unanimously. To keep meet-
ing costs down, more buffet meals will be planned. 
This also provides more variety on meal selections. 

Members of this Committee include: Jack Patter-
son, USDA; Janna Shupe, NIST; Ken Ferlic, DOE; 
Jerry Thomas, USUHS; and Bill Schadt, Radiation 
Technologies. 

Rules (J.J. King, Chair) 

Jay needs to get records from Larry Smialek. There 
appear to be several small holes in the rules which 
could use some touching up, such as the roles and 
responsibilities for the directors and an update of the 
list and functions of the standing committees. Com-
mittee members should check the writeup in the hand-
book. 

Science Teachers' Workshop, (John Jacobus, 
Chair) 

Another Science Teachers' Workshop will be 
probably be held in Anne Arundel County in the fall 
due to the poor turnout in the spring. However, Prince

Georges and Frederick are also being considered. 
Chapter members with contacts in the various counties 
should inform John. There is a need to get our course 
certified for continuing education credits in both 
Washington, D. C. and Virginia. 

New Executive Committee Meetings 

All meetings unless otherwise indicated will be held 
at the NRC White Flint North building from 6 - 9 PM: 

Tuesday, Sept 10 
Tuesday, Oct 8 
Tuesday, Dec 10 
Wednesday, Jan 29 
Wednesday, Feb 26 
Tuesday, Apr 1 
USUHS at 4p.m. with HPS President-Elect 

Results of Chapter Council Meeting at the 
Annual HPS Meeting in Seattle 

We may join with the VA chapter and the ANS for 
their meeting in Williamsburg March 15-17, 1997 on 
Low-Level Radwaste. 

Position Open for Health 
Physicist, DS-1306-15 

The DC General Hospital is seeking a Medical 
Physicist in the Department of Radiology. Incumbent 
will serve as primary expert for all activities related to 
use and operation of medical equipment used in radio-
logical and nuclear medicine services to patients. Also 
responsible for overall radiation safety, quality assur-
ance, stocking and accounting for radioactive materi-
als, and advisor to management on all technical issues 
involving the use of radiological equipment and radio-
active materials. Salary range $64.5K to $79.8K. 
Contact: DC General Hospital, Human Resources Di-
vision, 19th & Mass. Ave., S.E., Room 1170, Wash-
ington, DC 20003. 
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Recognition for Howard Hering 
Ray Johnson 

At the annual business meeting in May, The Chapter 
was pleased to present Howard Hering with a certifi-
cate of recognition for the enormous amount of beh ind-
the-scenes work which he does for the Chapter. 

Howard Hering receiving certificate of recognition 
from Jack Bell 

Howard began volunteer work for the chapter on the 
Membership Committee in 1979 and began printing 
the first Chapter Newsletter in 1983. At that time 
Howard was working as a Health Physicist at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center. After a few years, 
Howard retired from the Army and decided to set up 
his own printing business. During those years and 
continuing today, Howard has handled all of the Chap-
ter's printing, copying, and reproduction needs. 

Because virtually all of the Chapter's important 
functions require printing, such as the Newsletter, 
membership book, annual ballots, By-Law changes, 
and large amounts of copying for our courses, the 
Basic Radiological Health course and the annual CH P 
Exam Preparation Course, Howard has been involved 
in nearly every Chapter activity for over 14 years. 
Since Howard was essentially the central coordinator 
for most Chapter programs, several years ago the 
Board of Directors approved Howard's current job title 
of Executive Secretary. 

As Executive Secretary, Howard has become even 
more involved in Chapter activities to the extent that 
very little happens which does not require assistance 
from Howard. For example, Howard got the Chapter

incorporated and handles all of our accounting and tax 
reports. This may not seem unusual for an Executive 
Secretary, but Howard functions in this role as a vol-
unteer. Since all Chapter functions are performed by 
volunteers, then Howard's work as a volunteer may 
also seem normal. However, no one else in the Chapter 
serves as a volunteer for every Chapter function and 
no one else persists in volunteering continuously for 
so many years. 

Besides the great effort Howard puts in routinely on 
our behalf, Howard also serves as the Chapter's cor-
porate memory. Since all other volunteers normally 
serve for three years, Howard is the one person who is 
able to remember how we dealt with issues or situ-
ations over the years and therefore keeps us from 
having to reinvent the wheel every three years. 

The Chapter is greatly indebted to Howard's con-
tinuing selfless dedication. The strength of Chapter is 
largely due to his efforts for so many years. Every 
Chapter should be so lucky as to have a stalwart worker 
of Howard's caliber. On behalf of the Chapter, 
Howard, we say "Thank You, Thank You, Thank 
You!!!" 

Howard Shares His Award with Wife, Judye.
Her typing skill and coffee making ability has been
instrumental in getting out newsletters at 3:00 a.m. 
when Howard and Ray didn't have enough sense to 

go to bed. 
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Congratulations to 
Dr. Bernard Shleien, 

Newly Elected HPS Fellow 
The following letter was written by Ray Johnson in sup-



port of the Chapter's nomination of Bernie Shleien for
HPS Fellow 

Bernie Shleien, HPS Fellow 

early career in health physics (1963) with the U.S. 
Public Health Service at the Northeastern Radiological 
Health Laboratory in Winchester, MA. As Chief of 
the Air Studies Section, he began immediately to make 
significant contributions to the monitoring of airborne 
radioactive materials. In his first four years of research 
he published 11 papers on respiratory deposition of 
radionuclides, plutonium in air and vegetation, particle 
sizing of fallout, and measurement of naturally occur-
ring radionuclides in air. Three of these articles were 
published in the Health Physics Journal, two in the 
Journal of the American Industrial Hygiene Associa-
tion, and one in Science. He continued to publish 
another 31 significant papers since 1967, including 
five more in Health Physics. 

Dr. Shleien's most outstanding contribution to the 
profession of health physics is clearly The Health 
Physics and Radiological Health Handbook. His 
dedication to excellence in editing this handbook has 
resulted in a publication that is today an absolute 
necessity for every health physicist. 

Since he retired his Commission in the U.S. Public 
Health Service in 1984, Dr. Shleien has continued a 
distinguished career as a consultant. Since 1990, he 
served as the Executive Secretary for the Hanford 
Environmental Dose Reconstruction Project. He also 
served on dose reconstruction projects at the Fernald 
Feed Materials Production Plant, the Savannah River 
Plant, and the Rocky Flats Plant. In 1984, Dr. Shleien

served for a year as Head, Radiation Protection and 
Radioisotopes, Israel Ministry of Health, Tel Aviv 
University. Upon returning to the U.S. in 1985, Dr. 
Shleien established a private company, Nucleon Lec-
tern Associate, Inc. to provide consulting services and 
publications in radiation protection. As President of 
this company and later as President of Scinta, Inc., Dr. 
Shleien wrote radiation safety manuals and presented 
training materials and consultation to numerous gov-
ernment agencies, including the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, the Food and Drug Administration, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the U.S. 
Army, and the Department of Commerce. 

From 1978 until 1984, Dr. Shleien served as the 
Assistant Director for Scientific Affairs, Office of 
Health Physics, National Center for Radiological 
Health, Food and Drug Administration. During this 
time he authored "Preparedness and Response in Ra-
diation Accidents," "Recommendation on the Use of 
Potassium Iodide as a Thyroid-Blocking Agent in a 
Radiation Emergency," recommendations on Protec-
tive Action Guides for radionuclides in foods, and 
evaluations of off-site population exposures from nu-
clear tests at the Nevada Test Site. He also served as 
the primary contact for the Department of Health and 
Human Services on radiation issues with many agen-
cies including EPA, FEMA, Justice Department, and 
the Atomic and Industrial Forum. 

From 1972 to 1978, Dr. Shleien served as the chief 
Health Physics Advisor to the Office of Health Affairs, 
Bureau of Radiological Health. He directed a project 
to evaluate active bone marrow doses from medical 
radiation. He performed risk-benefit analyses for per-
formance standards for x-ray machines. One of his 
most outstanding contributions occurred from 1970 to 
1972 when Dr. Shleien was assigned as the HEW 
contact for the National Academy of Sciences Com-
mittee on Biological Effects of Ionizing Radiation. 
This project led to publication of BEIR I in 1972 and 
"Estimates of Ionizing Radiation Doses in the United 
States, 1960 - 2000." 

Dr. Shleien has also been active in the Health Phys-
ics Society since 1960. He was certified by the 
American Board of Health Physics in 1966. He was a 
member (1978) and Chair (1979 - 1981) of the HPS 
Education and Training Committee that first estab-
lished the Summer School as an annual HPS tradition. 
He served as Dean and Course Coordinator for the 
1979 Summer School on "Ionizing and Non-ionizing 
Radiation in Medicine. He later chaired the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Information Outreach. He also chaired 

As a Past-President 
of the Baltimore-
Washington Chapter of 
the Health Physics So-
ciety, it is my honor on 
behalf of the Chapter to 
nominate Dr. Bernard 
Shleien for Fellow of 
the Health Physics So-
ciety for 1996. 

I have had the privi-
lege of working with 
Dr. Shleien since his
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Charlie Willis, Chair 1995 - 1996 
Our prepara-



tions for a Work-



shop in early 1996
were delayed for
some time while
we awaited the
award of the DOE
grant. It did not
seem reasonable to 
go too far before
we knew the extent
and limitations of
the grant. Eventu-



ally it became clear
that there would be 
no grant, at least
not in time for use

in the 1995-96 school year. There were further delays 
in reaching agreement with a county, agreeing on
dates, and contacting the teachers. We finally settled 
on a workshop for teachers in Anne Arundel County 
at the North County High School in Ferndale on May

the American Board of Health Physics Committee on 
Continuing Education for many years. He served on 
the HPS Publications Committee from 1967 to 1970. 
He was active in the New England Chapter of the HPS 
as Chair of the Certification and Education Committee 
from 1967 - 1970. He has been an invited speaker at 
the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the HPS on 
several occasions. 

Dr. Shleien has been honored by other organiza-
tions. In particular, he was named a Fellow of the 
American Public Health Association in 1968. In 1981 
he was awarded the Public Health Service Outstanding 
Service Medal. In 1977 he received a Commendation 
Medal from Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. He has been a member of the NCRP Sub-
committee 44 - Medical Radiation since 1978. 

Dr. Shleien is clearly one of the most outstanding 
health physicists in the profession today. He should 
have been elected to HPS Fellow many years ago. It 

is now time to appropriately recognize his substantial 
career of contributions to health physics. 

I am pleased to submit Dr. Shleien's name in nomi-
nation for HPS Fellow. 

Science Teachers' 
Workshop 

11 and 18. The facility, the health physicists, and most 
of the materials were available on that date but it was 
too late in the school year for the audience; only four 
teachers registered. 

Despite the minuscule registration, it was decided 
to conduct the workshop, though on a reduced scale. 
It seemed reasonable to proceed because we had made 
the commitment and because the cost was minimal. I 
conducted what had been the plenary session and the 
radwaste module, Frank Roddy handled the instru-
mentation and energy modules, Jay King did the medi-
cal applications module, Susanne Woods and Gary 
Purdy kept things lively the second Saturday with 
comments and answers to questions and Jack Bell 
helped with logistics. At the teachers' request, I added 
a module on radiocarbon dating. The teachers went 
home with materials and information they can use as 
well as (I believe) a favorable opinion of our offering. 
Perhaps the mini-workshop can be considered a mini-
success. 

While this was far from the workshop of our 
dreams, the progress made this spring leaves us in a 
good position for next fall. That is, we have some 
funds (from NEI and Chapter members), the instru-
ments (from FEMA), the sources, the DOE and ANS 
handout materials and the lesson plans (written by the 
North Carolina Chapter) ready to go. We "only" need 
to print the BWC handout, make arrangements with a 
county, and conduct the workshop. The Anne Arundel 
folk want to try again at a more appropriate time and 
it seems evident that the fall is the proper time for the 
workshops. 

While the workshop was minuscule, the effort that 
went into preparation for it was sizable. In addition to 
the workshop participants, significant contributions 
were made by Tom Bell, Joe DeCicco, Tom Essig, 
Jack Foster, Ed Hoffman, Ray Johnson and Jay Mais-
ler. We also appreciate the offers from several others 
to help during the workshop; the support was important 
even though we did not have enough of a response to 
justify calling on more people. 

New Chair, John Jacobus 
1 am now turning over the reins for this program to 

John Jacobus. I am confident that John will do a 
terrific job, especially with all the dedicated assistance 
offered from Chapter members during my term as 
Chair. We will need your help in the fall, so please let 
John know if you are willing and able to devote a 
Saturday or two to this important effort. 
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Science Teacher's 
Workshop Committee 

John Jacobus, Chair 

As the new Chair of the Science Teacher's Work-
shop Committee, I would like to thank Charlie Willis 
and the other members of his Committee who worked 
so hard getting things in place for me. They have 
shown continual dedication to this endeavor, and I 
know I can ask them for help and guidance. In this first 
report, I would like to give a brief outline of our status, 
goals for this school year, and other plans. 

Bad winter weather and several federal government 
shutdowns delayed getting the committee organized 
and prepared for the 1995-1996 school year. In addi-
tion, we encountered problems in contacting a county 
school system that could provide the facilities we 
needed, and in setting firm presentation dates. Still, 
survey equipment and published material for distribu-
tion were obtained, and copies of the chapter's hand-
outs were printed and assembled. The workshop for 
Anne Arundel County school teachers was set for May 
11 and May 18. Due to the lateness in the setting the 

presentation dates, however, only four teachers regis-
tered to come. 

The issue of scheduling is of major concern, as we 
have to coordinate dates with the school system's 
planned academic year. It is advantageous for the 
committee to have plans and supplies available to offer 
the workshop in the fall or winter terms. In the spring, 
we can obtain more equipment and supplies for the 
next school year, and make arrangements for a work-
shop that fall. 

To meet our commitment to hold an annual work-
shop and reorganize our schedule, three goals are being 
set for this year. 

First, arrangements will be made for a workshop 
this fall with a county school system already contacted. 
This will require setting agreeable dates for both the 
county school system and the chapter participants: the 
lecturers who present the material and the proctors. 
The proctors are important as they work with the 
teachers informally, answer questions, and provide 
opportunities for personal contacts. 

Second, we need to develop a list of lecturers and 
proctors who can offer their services at various times. 
The work in developing the initial lectures and opera-
tion of the first workshop is, without a doubt, most 
appreciated. It is unfair, however, to ask the same

individuals to do the lectures, proctoring, and acquisi-
tion of material year after year. There are new chapter 
members who have expressed an interest in helping 
with this and other chapter functions. This is an op-
portunity to offer chapter participation to individuals 
who cannot come to the meetings and meet other 
members. 

Third, we need to develop a list of county school 
systems that will want to host our workshops in the 
future. We would like to visit a different county school 
system each year, and maybe expand to have two 
workshops a school year. There have also been dis-
cussions of holding workshops in Virginia, or in the 
District of Columbia. If you know of teachers inter-
ested in learning more about our program, we would 
like to contact this person. Please have them contact 
me at the phone number given below. You can also 
contact me directly, and I will contact them. Again, 
this program is for designed for all grade levels. 

Finally, I would like to invite all chapter members 
interested in helping on our committee directly or as a 
volunteer to contact me. My work E-mail address is 
john jacobus@nih.gov, and phone number is (301) 
496-5774. 

American Nuclear Society 
Meeting in Reno 

Charlie Willis 

ANS Annual Meetings are not what they used to be; 
with a thousand or so people and perhaps 15 exhibitors, 
this meeting was as far cry from the glory days. So far 
as I know, the only other Baltimore-Washington Chap-
ter HPS participant was Hal Peterson. Still, much of 
the meeting could be of interest to health physicists. 
For instance, there was special emphasis ("embedded 
symposia") on fusion and on spent fuel. Papers from 
these special sessions were not included in the Trans-
actions but are available as special ANS publications. 

The Chernobyl accident continues to be of great 
interest. It is now clear that the Russians greatly un-
derestimated the radioiodine release; the release was 
essentially 100 percent. Furthermore, the release was 
not in the form of Csl because the iodine deposition 
was quite different from the cesium deposition. Fur-
thermore, by the time the plume reached areas outside 
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the former Soviet Union, the radioiodine seems to have 
been in an in organic form because it did not deposit 
as readily as the particulates. 

Several reports called attention to weaknesses in our 
emergency preparedness program for nuclear acci-
dents. A major consideration is meteorological infor-
mation. When it was reported that, at one time, 
meteorologists were expected to describe atmospheric 
transport on the Hanford site with the data from only 
two meteorological towers, laughter filled the room. It 
seems they can do reasonably well with the present 17 
towers. It did not seem prudent to mention our reliance 
on data from a single tower at a nuclear power plant 
site. A second problem was highlighted by the Euro-
pean Tracer Experiment. In this experiment, tracer 
materials were released and concentrations were meas-
ured at various points throughout Europe and com-
pared to the results of the best (including ARAC) 
calculations. The result: the calculations called for 
evacuation in all the wrong places. 

A more difficult problem is posed by "radiation 
phobia," which was the subject of a number of reports 
and which is now a world-wide phenomenon. Even at 
Chernobyl, the people who have looked carefully at 
the accident consequences contend that the psycho-
logical impacts are far more severe than the physical 
impacts. Morris Rosen called attention to the evacu-
ation activities after Chernobyl: tens of thousands of 
people were evacuated to avoid doses that were less 
than the annual doses from nature in many places; e.g. 
southern England, Spain, Germany, Finland, etc. 

Progress was reported in biological dosimetry. 
Most investigators seem to have given up on relating 
dicentrics to dose because dicentrics are too quickly 
eliminated. Translocations, on the other hand, seem to 
persist and remain proportional to dose for years or 
even decades. Interestingly, there seems to be a lower 
bound on the determination of dose from transloca-
tions, viz. 10 rem to the whole body. 

The session on external regulation of DOE lost 
some of its attraction when several of the panelists 
(Hugh Thompson, Joe DiNunno & Tom Weimer) did 
not show. Even so, it was interesting to hear directly 
from the Committee members who recommended ex-
ternal regulation that the objective was not improve-
ment in health and safety of either workers or the 
public. Rather, the purpose of external regulation is 
regulatory stability. The committee wanted to protect 
the DOE-of-the-future from the kind of devastation 
wrought by "The Admiral," his "tiger teams," etc. The

NRC's "backfit rule" was a most attractive feature, 
something sought in any regulatory system. 

The concept of nuclear power plants producing 
tritium for weapons use was discussed at some length, 
generating more heat than light. Reactors certainly 
seem more reliable and less expensive than accelera-
tors for tritium production, even if the DOE has to buy 
a nuclear power plant. Still, there are problems and a 
tight schedule. 

Experience with the "urgent relief' shipment of 
foreign research reactor spent fuel illustrated the im-
portance of involving the various "stakeholders" in the 
design of such activities. The shipments were not 
materially different from numerous other shipments 
that have been made routinely over the years — except 
for the media attention. This attention made the ship-
ments politically significant so DOE organized a stake-
holder committee to provide review and guidance. 
The result was quite a success in that delay was limited 
to a few months, added costs were only a few million 
dollars, and public safety was not significantly com-
promised. The lesson seems to be to avoid calling 
anything "urgent." 

The final paper of the meeting was one of the more 
interesting. It addressed the proposed time criterion 
for the integrity of a geological repository for spent 
fuel, with emphasis on the National Academy of Sci-
ences' recommendation that the design objective be a 
million years. The problems this would pose were 
illustrated by recent efforts to determine the age of a 
particular lava flow; using a variety of dating tech-
niques researchers got answers ranging from a few 
thousand to a few billion years. Ice ages further illus-
trate the problem; the time since the last one is well 
known (probably within a factor of two) but the time 
since earlier ice ages, like the time until the next, is a 
matter of almost pure conjecture. For social change, 
uncertainty is much closer; we may hope to recognize 
society fifty years hence but beyond a century or so, 
we have no way of guessing what will be good or bad 
for people or how they will behave. We really have no 
better basis for prediction than Nostradamus and it is 
not yet clear what he said about the fate of our high 
level waste repositories. 
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Chapter Programs for 
1995-1996 

Cindy Boggs, President-Elect, 1995-1996 

The Annual Report of the Baltimore-Washington 
Chapter was sent to the HPS in June. This report 
summarized Chapter activities for 1995-1996. During 
this time we had six Chapter meetings with attendance 
ranging from 20 to 75 (average of 47). 

Did you know that our Chapter membership is over 
400? My question is, "Where were the other 353 who 
could have attended our meetings?" Granted, many of 
our members live outside the DC metro area and 
traveling from Arizona or California (where some of 
our members live) is a asking a lot. However, let's face 
it; most of you reading this Newsletter live in close 
proximity. We hope to see more of you at this year's 
meetings. 

I heard some concerns this year about the costs of 
the dinners. I can only say that unfortunately, like 
everything else, costs have gone up. We did try for a 
cheaper dinner once this year. When Charlie Mein-
hold spoke in March, we had a pizza buffet and the 
greatest turnout (75 members) this year. Maybe the 
dinner price had something to do with it, however, I 
believe that Charlie's talk on the uncertainties of risk 
assessments was most likely the major contributor to 
the success of the meeting. 

The joint meeting with the American Nuclear Soci-
ety was also a big success. Over 100 members of both 
organizations attended the meeting on Chernobyl. The 
group was so large that we overfilled the dining room 
and USUHS staff had to set up additional tables. 

All in all, the year was a success. A lofty goal would 
be to get 25% of our members to a meeting. What 
would it take? Please let me or the new President-
Elect, Jack Patterson, know what we could do to inter-
est you in attending our meetings this year.

Hormesis Research 
in Japan 
Charlie Willis 

Despite the protests at the IRPA Congress in April, 
hormesis seems to be finding its way out of the closet. 
On June 6, 1996, Dr. Sadao Hattori discussed the 
Japanese hormesis research program with interested 
members of the NRC staff. Much of the data he 
offered was familiar to a number of the members of the 
audience, in part because no discussion of hormesis 
would be complete without a mention of the lower-
than-expected mortality rate of the A bomb survivors 
with doses in the 50 to 150 rem range and because Dr. 
Hattori had published a similar paper in a recent 
BELLE Newsletter (copies are available). The data 
showing cancer death rates decreasing with increasing 
natural radiation levels for well-matched Japanese 
populations also had been published. It seems that the 
works actually being supported by Dr. Hattori's or-
ganization are cell and small animal studies that can be 
conducted with little cost. While the results to date are 
insufficient to convince skeptics, it is interesting that 
such research is being supported and that the NRC is 
willing to listen. 

For me, there was one great surprise: Sadao Hattori 
was a classmate of mine that I had not seen since 1960 
and I recognized him! What I don't understand is why 
he did not recognize me. 

(Note: the following picture of Charlie which Dr. 
Hattori might have remembered from 1960). 
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Book Review
Charlie Willis 

Closing the Circle on the Splitting of the Atom 
Department of Energy, Washington, DC. 1995 

Does one rotten apple spoil the barrel, or one rotten 
line spoil the book? For me, it certainly does in this 
case. The offending line is on p. 39. Referring to dose 
and dose rate it says, "In general, the risks of adverse 
health effects are higher when exposure is spread over 
a long period than when the same dose is received at 
one time." 

This statement seems absurd to anyone familiar 
with radiation risk assessments as defined b y the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the NCRP, or IRPA. 
Unfortunately, this book is intended for the general 
public. So it can be expected to increase both radiation 
phobia and distrust of scientists. 

Apart from this gaff, the book provides a general 
summary of the contamination problems associated 
with DOE operations. There is relatively little detail 
and nothing to provide perspective about risks associ-
ated with radioactive contamination. Certainly the

reader is told nothing of epidemiology studies which 
indicate that workers in DOE/AEC facilities, who were 
much more highly exposed than members of the pub-
lic, show no evidence of ill effects from radiation. 

The book has some virtues. It is slick, well illus-
trated, and looks expensive. It provides a broad, but 
cursory, overview of DOE operations with a wealth of 
good pictures. The glossary provides a few chuckles 
by saying that "any plutonium can be used" for weap-
ons production; calling uranium-235 "...the only fis-
sile element;" and defining radioactivity as "of, caused 
by, or exhibiting radioactivity." 

The recommendations "For Further Reading" in-
clude a good listing of history books, along with gov-
ernment reports and the occasional polemic. Some 
health physicists may find this book useful, but I 
would not recommend it for the general public. 

Immediate Opening for Health Physicist 
Description 

Trainer: Develop, market, prepare training materials, and present training courses for Basic Radiation Safety, 
Radiation Safety Officer, Certified Health Physicist, and National Registry for Radiation Protection Tech-
nologists 

Consultant: Provide radiation safety consultant services to research, nuclear medicine, radiopharmaceutical, 
hospital, x-ray, irradiator, and industrial facilities. 

Manager: Develop, bid, and manage contracts for radiation safety services, supervise staff, quality assurance, 
accounting, and reporting. 

Requirements 

Education: Ph.D and/or CHP preferred 

Experience: Training and radiation safety experience adequate to qualify as an expert trainer and consultant 

Skills: Exceptional speaking and writing skills, computer skills, word processing, computer graphics, and 
presentation skills 

Salary

Negotiable: potential for profit sharing and ownership 

Contact 

Ray Johnson, CSI-Radiation Safety Training 
3827 Farragut Ave., Kensington, MD 20895 
301-942-5946. Fax 301-942-5948
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Teachers' Workshop Sponsors
Janna Shupe

95-96 
Brian Smith

95-96 
Gregory D. Smith

95-96 
Carl Siebentritt 

95-96 
James Spahn

95-96 
James E. Stafford

95-96 
Randy Sullivan

95-96 
Jerry Swift

95-96 
J. W. Thiessen

95-96 
Barthel F. Truffa Ill 

95-96 
Warren Keene 
94-95, 95-96 

Robert Watters
95-96 

Charlie Willis
94-95 

Corporate 
CSI

Radiation Safety Training
(Ray Johnson)
94-95, 95-96

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency

(Carl Siebentritt)
94-95

H&H Associates
(Howard Hering)

94-95, 95-96
Integrated Environmental 

Management, Inc.
(Brian Kelly)

94-95
Nuclear Energy Institute

(Barbara Fleming) 
94-95, 95-96 

Individual 
Sarbeswar Acharya

95-96
Susan S. Adamovitz

95-96
Neil M. Barss

95-96
Gilbert W. Beebe

95-96
Jack M. Bell 

95-96 
Carol D. Berger

94-95 
J. Stewart Bland

95-96 
Dan Burnfield

95-96 
Jerrold Caplin

95-96 
A. Wendell Carriker

95-96 
David R. Case

95-96 
Stephen Chase

95-96 
Robert Cherry

95-96 
John B. Davis

95-96 
Joyce P. Davis

95-96 
Kathleen A. Dolce

95-96 
Judith D. Foulke

95-96

Mike Funkhouse
95-96 

Reginald L. Gotchy
94-95 

William Hopkins
95-96 

Don W. Jordan
95-96 

Richard G. Katz
95-96 

Charles Kelsey
95-96 

Emma L. Kephart
95-96 

Robert Loevinger
95-96 

Jay J. Maisler
95-96 

Jacquelyn McKnight-Rhone
95-96 

Robert Meek
95-96 

Vandy L. Miller 
95-96 

Bill Mills
95-96 

Oliver B. Morton
95-96 

Thomas Murphy
95-96 

Marcee L. Myers
95-96 

Robert Neel 
95-96

Donald 0. Nellis
95-96

Nancy Osgood
95-96

W. Scott Pennington
95-96

Donald J. Perrotti 
95-96

Harold Peterson
95-96

Joel L. Rabovsky
95-96

Gordon Riel
95-96

Bill Schadt 
95-96

Frank Schneller
95-96

Dr. Bernard Shleien
94-95, 95-96

Thomas B. Shope, Jr.
95-96 
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Health Physics Certification Review 
The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics 

Society will be presenting its annual Health Physics Certifica-
tion Review Course starting January 1997. 

The course is designed for the Health Physicist who plans 
to take the ABHP exam. Others may attend the course to study 
Health Physics. Continuing Education Credit for the course 
has been available in the past and the 1997 course will also 
qualify for CEUs. 

Topics to be presented are listed on the right. Lectures will 
be presented by experts in the subject material. Also, short 
answer questions similar to the ones on Part I of the ABHP 
exam will be given and Part II questions from previous ABHP 
exams will be solved. Suggestions on how to best take the 
exam will be given. 

The course includes 60 hours of classroom study, handout 
material for each student to keep, and weekly reading and 
problem assignments. 

Scholarships are available to students who are in need of 
financial assistance. To apply for a scholarship, state how 
much you can reasonably pay and the reason paying the full 
cost would be a hardship. Enclose the statement and a check 
for what you can afford to pay with your application. If you 
are not offered the course at the reduced rate, your check will 
be returned. 
COST: $475 per student, payable to Baltimore Washington 
Chapter, HPS. 

EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: For those who submit an 
application with check or purchase order by November 
30, the cost is $400. 

CORRESPONDENCE: The text and handout material 
may be sent to you, along with the homework assignments 
and answers. The cost is $455.00 

LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland

DATES: January through May, 1997. Probably every 
Thursday evening from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

List of Topics to be Covered 

1 - Interaction of Radiation with Matter 
2 - Radioactivity and Radioactive Decay 
3 - Biological Effects of Radiation 
4 - Radiation Protection Standards 
5 - Personnel Dosimetry 
6 - Neutron and Mixed Field Dosimetry 
7 - Internal Dosimetry 
8 - Bioassay 
9 - Respiratory Protection 
10 - External Radiation Protection/Shielding 
11 - Health Physics Instrumentation 
12 - Radon 
13 - The Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
14 - Environmental Health Physics 
15 - Reactor Health Physics 
16 - Nonionizing Radiation 
17 - Medical and Industrial X-rays 
18 - Transportation of Radioactive Materials 
19 - Nuclear Medicine 
20 - Research Radioisotope Use 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: January 3, 1997 

SEND APPLICATION AND CHECK/P.O. TO: 
Howard Hering, Executive Secretary 
P.O. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, MD 20907 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 
Jack Foster	 P.O. Box 304 
301-994-1570	 Callaway, MD 20620 

jackfoster@radix.net

NOM 

Health Physics Certification Review Course Application 
Please type or print.	 Please designate your preference. El Resident Course	 H Correspondence Course 

Name: 	 Job Title: 
HOME ADDRESS 

Street: 

City: 	  State: 	 ZIP: 	 Telephone Number: 	  
BUSINESS ADDRESS 

Company: 	  

Street: 

City: 	  State: 	 ZIP: 	 Telephone Number: 	  
Send application with purchase order or check to Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the HPS, Inc. P.O. Box 7532, Silver 

Spring, MD 20907. 

Applicant's Signature: 	 Date: 	



Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the HPS, Inc. 
Membership Application 

Dr. Miss 
Name: Mr. Mrs. 

Miss Date of Birth: 

Residence Address:

E-Mail: 

Phone: 

First	 Middle
	

Last 

Primary Area of Expertise	 Secondary Area of Expertise 	  

Employer:
	

Phone: 	  

Business Address:
	 FAX: 

Phone number to be published in Handbook: 	 Business and/or
	

Residence 

Chapter information to be mailed to 	 Residence (Preferred) or
	 Business . 

Please give a short description of your work and/or your interest in Health Physics. 

Membership in other Technical and Scientific Societies:
Health Physics Society:	 Other Societies	 Certification 

TO THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
I hereby apply for membership in the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of 

the Health Physics Society, Inc. I am being sponsored (not required) by
	 , a Chapter member. 

If accepted, I agree to comply with the Bylaws of the Chapter. 

Signature	 Date 

Plenary Member 
Associate 
Student 
Not a member

CHP 
CRHP 
N RRPT

Submit Application To: 

Baltimore-Washington Chapter 
of the HPS, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, MD 20907. 

Please include annual dues of 
$20.00 with application.



Basic Radiological Health Course 
October 1996 at the National Institute of Standards and Technology 

This two day course, offered by the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society, 
Inc., is designed to cover the fundamentals of radiation science and health physics. It is excellent 
as an entry-level course for radiation workers, as a review for health physics technicians, and as 
a means of familiarizing lawyers, secretaries and support staff with the basic aspects of radiation 
physics and protection. 

	

When:	 October 21-22, 1996, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

	

Where:	 National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(Formerly the National Bureau of Standards) 
Building 101 (Administration), Lecture Room B 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 

	

Executive Secretary:	 Howard E. Hering 
Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the HPS, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, MD 20907 
(301) 949-4178 

	

Tuition:	 $150.00/Student - - includes text, handouts, NIST Fee and 
refreshments 

$226.00/Student - - includes the above and a copy of Bernie 
Shleien's The Health Physics and Radio-
logical Health Handbook. 

Course Topics 
Basic Physics and Math 
Radiation Physics 
Interaction of Radiation with Matter 
Radiation Biology 
Radiation Detection and Measurement

External & Internal Radiation Exposure 
10 CFR 20 
Radon 
Applied Health Physics Principles 
Nonionizing Radiation 

Basic Radiological Health Course - 1996 
Please type or print. 

Name: 	
	

Job Title: 

Street: 

City: 	  State: 	
 

ZIP:	 Phone: 

Send application with purchase order or payment to the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the 
HPS, Inc., P.O. Box 7532, Silver Spring, MD 20907. 

(Please note that payment must be received prior to receiving the Rad Health Handbook.)



Baltimore-Washington Chapter 
Balance Sheet 
MAY 31, 1996 

ASSETS 

CURRENT ASSETS: 

Checking account
	

1,585.55 
Savings account
	

12,742.15 
Annotated Bibliography	 3,201.00

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

EQUITY: 

Retained earnings 
Capital 
NET INCOME (LOSS) 

$	 17,528.70

$	 17,528.70 

22,251.13) 
43,064.83 
3,285.00) 

TOTAL EQUITY 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

17,528.70

17,528.70 

INCOME STATEMENT 
FOR THE PERIOD(S) 

06/01/95 - 05/31/96 
ACTUAL $ 

INCOME: 

Regular Membership 
Affiliate Membership 
Annotated Bibliography 
ABHP Prep Course 
Basic Rad Health Course 
Dinner Meeting 
Teacher's Workshop Grant/Cont 
Interest 

TOTAL INCOME 

EXPENSES: 

Meeting Notice Printing 
Meeting Notice Mailing 
Meeting Notice Postage 
Newsletter Printing 
Newsletter Mailing 
Newsletter Postage 
Dues Printing 
Dues Mailing 
Dues Postage 
Election Printing 
Election Mailing 
Election Postage 
BRHC Subcontracted Services 
BRHC Classroom Fee 
BRHC Rad Health Handbook 
BRHC Refreshments 
ABHP Prep Course Printing 
ABHP Prep Course Mailing 
ABHP Prep Course Postage 
ABHP Miscellaneous 
ABHP Textbooks 
Teacher Workshop Instruments 
Teacher Workshop Training Aids 
Dinner Meeting Meals 
Dinner Meeting Miscellaneous 
Directory Printing 
Directory Mailing

6,510.00
3,250.00

0.00
12,925.00
1,860.00
5,337.00
9,201.00

564.34 

39,647.34 

	

322.80
	

Directory Postage	 745.29 

	

100.68
	

Office Supplies
	

825.98 

	

339.84
	

Stationery	 80.05 

	

8,271.93
	

Postage	 150.83 

	

443.88
	

Telephone
	 379.74 

	

2,476.29
	

P.O. Box Rental
	

40.00 

	

472.61
	

Bank Charges	 130.08 

	

179.19
	 Legal & Accounting 	 325.00 

	

272.25
	

Order Fulfillment
	

5.24 

	

475.00
	

Data Base Maintenance 	 239.35 

	

117.32
	

Data Base Mailing	 2.70 

	

134.08
	

Data Base Postage	 1.56 

	

713.00
	

Miscellaneous Administration	 3,560.40 

	

540.00	 Executive Council Refreshments 	 341.80 
760.00 

	

145.20	 TOTAL EXPENSES
	

42,932.34 
7,616.15 

	

120.60)
	

NET OPERATING INCOME (LOSS)	 3,285.00) 
217.41 

	

328.30
	

NET INCOME (LOSS) BEFORE TAX (	 3,285.00) 
900.00 

	

187.42
	

NET INCOME (LOSS)	 $(	 3,285.00) 
2,046.25 
6,177.01 

330.98 
2,561.00 

96.33
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