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Tom Bell, President 1994 - 1995 

We have ahead of us all the makings for the 
most exciting year in the Chapter's history. We 
are in the right place at the right time to help 
educate school teachers and assist Congress in 
better understanding the fundamentals of ra-
diation. This is our chance to personally get 
involved in programs that can really make a 
difference in public and congressional percep-
tions of radiation safety. 

Teacher Workshops 
We are one of the lucky chapters selected to 

kick-off the Health Physics Society's program 
to conduct science teacher workshops under a grant from the Department 
of Energy. We are now planning to conduct a workshop in March 1995 
to train approximately 100 local high school teachers on radiation basics, 
risks, perspectives, and how to present radiation safety as a part of school 
curricula at each grade level. 

We will model our workshop after the successful programs conducted 
by the North Carolina Chapter under the direction of Ellie Katsikis. To 
help us get started, Ellie came to our Chapter on July 23, 1994 to tell us 
how to conduct teacher workshops and to provide us with the materials 
developed by her Chapter. 

Our past President, Charlie Willis, will direct the teacher workshop 
program. This program is expected to cost the Chapter at least $20,000 
(in addition to grant funds) and represents the largest educational effort 
ever attempted. An article in this Newsletter gives more details, but the 
bottom line is that we need your support for this important program. 

Congressional Seminars 
The national HPS has also asked our Chapter to conduct seminars in 

the Spring, 1995, to provide Congressional staffers with basic information 

Teacher Training continued on page 2
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Teacher Training from page 1 

on radiation. This program will be guided by John 
Billett, the Society's new Director of Public Relations. 
John has already spent a year as the HPS liaison to 
Congress and has learned what their needs are for 
radiation information. 

Basic and Certification Training 
We will present the annual Basic Radiological 

Health Course on October 27 - 28, 1994 at the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology. We expect a 
sellout again this year in keeping with Howard Her-
ing's great success as Course Coordinator for many 
years. The much acclaimed Health Physics Certifica-
tion Review Course will start in January 1995 under 
the direction of Joel Rabovsky. 

Other Chapter Activities 
We have already had two meetings of the Executive 

Committee and Committee chairs this summer to plan 
for this year's programs. Jack Bell is scheduling a 
terrific program of speakers for seven Chapter meet-
ings. We also look forward to at least six Newsletters 
from Ray Johnson. Floyd Galpin is starting a new 
effort to recruit new Chapter members. Tom Essig is 
working with our Chapter Affiliates. We also expect 
new initiatives in publications, public information, and 
legislation. Altogether this promises to be our most 
active year ever. This means we also need your help 
more than ever. 

We Need Your Support 
We are sending this issue of the Newsletter to all 

national HPS members in the DC metropolitan area to 
encourage new Chapter membership. We know there 
are several hundred national members in this area that 
are not Chapter members. We hope the activities 
described in this Newsletter will attract your interest. 
We would like you to join the Chapter (dues are only 
$10) and lend your support to the ambitious programs 
planned this year. With your support we can continue 
as the largest and most successful Chapter in the HPS. 
Come and join us for an exciting and rewarding year.

To the Editor, 
Washington Post 

It is unfortunate that Ms. 
Sandra G. Boodman 
["When Doctors Say They 
Are Board Certified", 
Washington Post, July 12, 
1994] did not look closer at 
the list of "126 unofficial 
boards" compiled by the 
American Board of Medi-
cal Specialties. The Ameri-
can Board of Health 
Physics, which was in-
cluded as one of Ms. Bood-
man' s 126 "self designated 
boards", has never implied that it "certifies physi-
cians". It is an independent Board incorporated in the 
state of New York (1960) with the responsibility for 
determining that applicant for certification and certifi-
cation renewal meet the professional standards estab-
lished for the title of Certified Health Physicist. 

A health physicist is an individual whose duties are 
to protect people and the environment from unneces-
sary exposure to radiation, and to maintain an under-
standing of and the ability to evaluate and control the 
risks from radiation exposure relative to the benefits 
derived. Certification by the American Board of 
Health Physics has little, if anything to do with the 
delivery of "quality medicine" since health physics is 
nQl a medical specialty and a physician, with rare 
exception, would not meet the education, training and 
experience requirements set forth by the Board. The 
challenges facing the Certified Health Physicist today 
are always dynamic and frequently difficult. At a mini-
mum, we ask that our profession and the inde-
pendence/authority of our Board not be 
mischaracterized or confused. 

Sincerely 
Carol D. Berger 
Certified, American Board of Health Physics 
President-Elect, American Academy of Health 
Physics 

Chapter Member Runs For National Office 
Ray Johnson has been nominated to be Treasurer of the Health Physics Society. He has worked at the National 

level as Secretary, Committee Member and Newsletter Contributor. At the local level he has served as President, 
Newsletter Editor and on many Committees. His work has been exemplary. A vote for him will ensure that the Society 
will reap the benefit of his dedication, hard work and skills. (Inserted without Ray's prior permission. Howard) 
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Meeting Announcement 

	

Date:	 Wednesday, September 28, 1994 

	

Location:	 Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza 
1750 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 
(Opposite Twinbrook Station on the Metro Red Line) 

Speaker: John W. Billett, APR 
Billett & Quinn, Ltd. 
Washington, D.C. 

	

Topic:	 The HPS Public Affairs Program 
Where Is It Going? Why? 

	

Time:	 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Social Hour (cash bar) 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Dinner ($20.00 members and one guest, $25.00 

non-members). Choice of Grilled Chicken Breast 
marinated with Cilantro and Lime or Sliced Top 
Round of Beef with Hunter Sauce, tossed garden 
salad and key lime pie. 

	

Speaker:
	

8:00 p.m.	 Speaker 

	

Reservations:
	

Call the Chapter telephone, 301-949-4178, and leave your name, menu 
choice, and phone number. Reservation cut-off is noon, Monday, 
September 26, 1994. Cancellations must be received at least 24 hours 
prior to the dinner or you may be required to pay for the meal. 

The Speaker	 The Topic 

Mr. Billett is the Health 
Physics Society's Director, 
Public Affairs. He founded 
his own firm in 1983 after 
serving for 30 years in vari-
ous public affairs positions, 
including both business and 
political organizations. Cli-
ents have included public 
and private organizations 
and businesses, ranging 
from sole proprietorships to 

FORTUNE 500 companies, individuals, associations 
and non-profit organizations locally, nationally and 
internationally.

The presentation will outline the goals and objec-
tives of the HPS public affairs program. Mr. Billett has 
directed the program and provided public affairs serv-
ices to the Society since the Program began in October, 
1993. Following the brief presentation, Mr. Billett will 
entertain questions and input regarding the Society's 
efforts 

HPS President-Elect To Speak at November 30th Meeting 
Dr. William A. "Billy" Mills, the Society's President-Elect will speak at our meeting on November 30, 1994. The 

title of his speech will be Regulatory Radiation Protection: Is Science the 'Morning-After Pill'. A meeting 
announcement will appear in the next newsletter.
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The Editor's Desk 
Ray Johnson 

You will notice on the 
front page that this issue be-
gins Volume 12 of the Bal-
timore - Washing ton 
Chapter Newsletter. This 
also means I am beginning 
my 12th year as Editor. 
Over the years, since John 
Serabian started the News-
letter in 1983, I believe the 
Chapter has achieved con-
siderable recognition for 
the quality of its Newslet-

ter. We have Chapter members from all around the 
U.S. who tell us they are keeping their membership 
primarily for the Newsletter. 

Credit to Howard Hering 
While I make some con-

tribution to the content of 
each Newsletter, the credit 
for the visual appeal has to 
go to Howard Hering, our 
printer. With each issue, 
Howard takes my pile of 
handwritten notes, photos, 
and computer disks and 
turns them into a work of 
art. The high quality ap-
pearance of our Newsletter 
is the result of his never tir-
ing efforts. He usually accomplishes this under incred-
ibly short deadlines, often working on weekends or 
very late at night. The Chapter is much indebted to 
Howard's outstanding work over the past 12 years. 

Your Input is Needed 
The success of this Newsletter is not a function of 

the Editor, but depends on the support of Chapter 
officers and members. My role is to edit the Newslet-
ter, not write it. The materials come from you. I have 
written several complete issues of the Newsletter over 
the past 11 years, and needless to say these were not 
our best issues (my own stuff is boring). I believe the 
variety and different styles of numerous contributors 
offer more interesting reading. I especially want to 
thank Charlie Willis for the many articles he has writ-
ten for several years.

Your feedback and input to this Newsletter are 
earnestly welcomed. You can help us by sending your 
materials on a PC compatible disk (Wordperfect pre-
ferred). We can also work with handwritten notes or 
faxes. As you can see in this Newsletter, we also 
welcome photos. We greatly appreciate anything of 
information value for our members. Please send your 
materials to my address on the front cover. 

Newell Stannard Video 
Available 

Charlie Willis 
Jack Bell has, and is willing to loan, a video tape of 

Newell Stannard' s lecture on the development of 
health physics. The tape was prepared and distributed 
free to other Chapters by the Sierra Nevada Chapter. 
The tape begins with Mary Goldman's introduction of 
Newell, in which he reminds us of why Newell is 
counted as one of the "grand old men" of health phys-
ics, approaching the stature of Lauriston Taylor and 
Robley Evans. Newell's summary of our history fol-
lows. The presentation is classic Newell Starmard: 
scholarly, accurate, and gentlemanly. Most of us will 
profit from spending an hour with this presentation. 

As most of us would expect, Newell sticks to sci-
ence and technology. There are no anecdotes about 
Karl Morgan striding back and forth across the stage 
before an international audience with a yard-long strip 
of toilet paper hanging out the back of his pants, the 
waitress at the Denver Hilton rejecting a hung-over 
Bob Alexander's request for aspirin but offering "a cup 
of coffee and a pistol" — before she realized that our 
breakfast companion was Eric Hilton, or Kimberlee 
Kearfott accepting the 1992 Elda Anderson award with 
some of the most unsettling comments about health 
physics I have heard in some time — and being warmly 
applauded. I am sure he has a better store of tales, but 
that is not Newell's style. He even manages to speak 
with gentlemanly regret about our "detractors," viz. 
Ernie Stemglass, Alice Stewart, John Goffman and R. 
Mancuso (to me, four of the most notorious characters 
in our history). A presentation on the same subject by 
Ron Kathren or Paul Frame would have been more fun, 
but what the Sierra Nevada Chapter provided is worth 
your while. You are invited to call Jack Bell, 301-504-
1018. 
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Science 
Teachers' Workshops 

Charlie Willis, Chair, 
Science Teachers Workshop 

We continue to see this 
as the Chapter's most im-
portant activity this year. If 
the people of this country 
are to deal rationally with 
radiation they must receive 
some relevant education. 
My experience seems to 
show that such education 
can only be transmitted 
through the schools and the 
North Carolina Chapter has 
developed a successful pro-
gram for this purpose. Our committee is working to 
follow the North Carolina lead. 

Ellie Katsikis, who 
helped develop the North 
Carolina program, came to 
Rockville on Saturday, July 
23, 1994 to show us how to 
conduct a teacher training 
program. She presented us 
the teaching materials de-
veloped by her Chapter and 
some lessons learned about 
teacher workshops. 

We currently have 12 Chapter members involved in 
preparing for a Teacher Workshop, including; Ray 
Johnson, Tom Essig, Niel Barss, Kitty Dragonette, 
Carol Berger, Howard Hering, Hal Peterson, Frank 
Roddy, Joe DeCicco, Jack Bell, and Tom Bell. The 
Science Teachers' Workshop Committee has met 
twice this summer and progress is being made. A great 
deal remains to be done, however, to conduct our first 
workshop in the Spring of 1995. 

The present plan is to hold a workshop in the Co-
lumbia, MD area as that seems to minimize commuting 
from the population centers of Maryland. We have not 
decided whether the workshop will be one day or two 
half-days; it depends on the rules for continuing edu-
cation credits in Maryland. It is evident that meeting 
our educational goals will require repeating the work-
shop a number of times. It is also clear that we will 
need both money and the help of a lot of health physi-
cists.

The financial problem arises from the need to repeat 
the workshop several times. The money on hand in the 
Chapter treasury combined with the DOE grant funds 
are just sufficient for the first workshop. For future 
workshops, we will need about $15,000 each if the 
DOE grant is repeated or $30,000 each without DOE 
help. Carol Berger and Jack Patterson are trying to 
find the needed support, but we have a long way to go. 
Thus, we welcome your support in the form of practical 
suggestions, an offer to help with fund-raising activi-
ties, and/or a contribution — remember, as a result of 
Howard Hering's efforts, contributions to the Chapter 
are now tax deductible. 

Help with the workshop will be needed in a number 
of ways, but the primary need will be for people to 
work with the teachers on an individual basis at the 
workshop. A few HPs will lead the presentations, but 
the plan is to have numerous health physicists available 
at the workshop to answer individual questions, show 
how instruments work, and generally to help the teach-
ers learn. If you can, and are willing to handle such an 
assignment, please let me know or pass the word to 
Diane Flack, (202) 563-8990. 

Cost for Dinner Meetings 
Although the cost to attend BWC-HPS dinner meet-

ings has not changed for quite a while ($20.00 per 
person), the costs to the Chapter have escalated. In 
addition to the $20.00 paid for each dinner, the Chapter 
also pays a 15% service charge, tax, and audiovisual 
equipment rental fees. For "well-attended" meetings 
- such as the joint meeting with the American Nuclear 
Society in which Marvin Goldman was the speaker -
the cost borne by the Chapter is significant. Therefore, 
the Executive Council voted to maintain the $20.00 per 
person charge for members and their guests only, All 
other attendees will be asked to pay $25.00. This action 
will serve two purposes. First, the membership will no 
longer be subsidizing non-members at the meetings. 
Second, our membership roles may very well increase. 
(The $10.00 membership dues is a better deal than you 
thought!) It may also serve as a subtle reminder to 
members who are a "bit late" in paying their annual 
dues. 
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Education and Training 
Joel Rabovsky, Committee Chair 

The Education and Training Committee includes 
Nancy Osgood, Peter O'Connell and Joseph DeCicco. 
We have four major training activities planned for the 
1994 - 1995 season that should interest virtually every 
member of the Chapter. These include: 

1. Basic Radiological Health, Oct. 27 - 28, 1994, 
directed by Howard Hering 

2. Health Physics Certification Review, starting Jan. 
1995, directed by Joel Rabovsky. 

3. Science Teacher Workshop, March 1995, di-
rected by Charlie Willis 

4. Congressional Seminar, Spring 1995, directed by 
John Billett 

Many Chapter members will be needed to conduct 
these programs, if you are interested please call me at 
301-903-2135 

Working on a committee is really a lot of fun too. 
Just ask Joel. It's also a good way to get to know

new people. Why not join in?

Industrial Hygiene 
Certification Training 

Charlie Willis 

I had the privilege of teaching the "Basic Radiologi-
cal Health" session on the preparatory training for the 
certification examinations of the American Board of 
Industrial Hygiene. The course is being conducted by 
the Potomac Chapter of the American Association of 
Industrial Hygiene and is similar to our course for the 
ABHP examinations. It is taught by volunteers and 
conducted in free facilities (USUHS) so there is very 
little cost to the students. They are preparing for a 
two-part AB1H examination with a five-years-experi-
ence prerequisite for Part Two. The ABIH course is 
more concentrated than our course as they have two 
three-hour meetings each week for six weeks. This is 
the first time the Potomac Chapter has conducted this 
course in about a decade but they hope to repeat it 
regularly in the future. If you want to know more, you 
are invited to contact the Course Director, Tom 
Galassi, 202-219-8036. 

New Members 
We extend a hearty welcome to the following new 

members:

Ms. Joyce P. Davis

Dr. Mark J. Harper

Lt. James J. King

Dr. William P. Kirk

Mr. Marvin R. Richardson 

Mr. Mohammad S. Sara 

Mr. John F. Schmitt 

As you can see, we have scheduled a full and 
exciting year. Pick a committee, call a chairperson and 
jump right in. 

National members who are not yet Chapter mem-
bers, please submit your application now. 

Some national projects are now being conducted at 
the local level and the only way you'll know about 
them is to join the Chapter. 
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Executive Committee Meeting, June 18, 1994 
Diane Flack, Secretary	 mentals of radiation and will last about an hour and a

half. 

Congressional Seminars 
Joyce Davis will chair the Committee to provide 

local Chapter support to the national HPS program for 
Congressional Seminars. Her Committee will include 
Jack Patterson, Tom Bell, Tom Essig, Ray Johnson, 
Charlie Willis, Ralph Anderson, and Howard Hering. 
The overall coordinator for this program is John Billett, 
the new Director for Public Relations with the HPS. 

The tentative plans include two days of programs in 
the Spring of 1995, perhaps in conjunction with the 
annual NCRP meeting in April. The first day will 
consist of presentations by key government and legis-
lative leaders to members of the HPS on current issues 
concerning radiation. The second day would begin 
with brief visits by HPS members to their legislators. 
Following these visits, two seminars will be presented 
to legislators and staffs, one for the House and one for 
the Senate. These seminars will focus on the funda-

Membership 

Newsletter 
Ray Johnson will continue as Editor, nov, 

his 12th year. He invites contributions from officers, 
committees, and members. We also agreed that we 
would like more visibility for our excellent Newsletter 
and will therefore send copies to national HPS officers, 
the HPS Newsletter, and other Chapters. Ray was 
congratulated on the increased use of photos in the 
Newsletter. For input to the Newsletter please call 
Ray at 301-942-5946. 

Executive Secretary 
Howard Hering, Executive Secretary, requests E-

Mail and Internet codes for the Directory. He has 
nearly completed the package of procedures and forms 
for Chapter Incorporation. This package will be pre-
sented to the national HPS in October to serve as model 
for other Chapters who may wish to incorporate and 
qualify as a non-profit education organization for IRS 
purposes. Howard noted that the Basic Radiological 
Health Manual is also nearly completed. This will be 
available for purchase as a Chapter publication. Call 
Howard at 301-9494178. 

Affiliates 
Tom Essig, Affiliates Chair, is initiating several 

ideas to recruit new Affiliate members and to increase 

Tom Bell, President, 
invited all of the offi-
cers and committee 
chairs to his home for a 
terrific lunch and an af-
ternoon Executive 
Committee, on Satur-
day, June 18. We re-
viewed many exciting 
program activities for 
the coming year as 
noted below.

Floyd Galpin, as 
Membership 
Chair, will initiate 
new efforts this 
year to recruit 
Chapter members. 
He notes that his 
first priority is to 
recruit members 
for his Committee 
to help with that 
task. If you are in-
terested please 
give him a call at 
301-977-0667. 
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the service offered by the 
Chapter for Affiliates. Af-
filiate dues will continue at 
$250. Affiliates will re-
ceive a half page Ad in the 
Newsletter, a booth at the 
annual Affiliates night, free 
meals, and Newsletter 
space for articles. Tom 
may be reached at 301-504-
1068. 

Education and Training 
Joel Rabovsky, Chair, has a full year of educational 

activities planned. These include, the two day Basic 
Radiological Health course on Oct. 27 - 28, 1994; the 
Health Physics Certification Review course weekly 
beginning in Jan. 1995; the Science Teachers Work-
shop in March 1995; and Congressional Seminars in 
April 1995. 

For more information 
call Joel at 301-903-2135. 

Finance 
Carol Berger, Treasurer, 

reported that the Chapter 
has about $25K in the bank 
and another $5K in assets 
(mostly publications avail-
able for sale). The Execu-
tive Committee proposed 
that the terms of the Secre-
tary and Treasurer be stag-
gered on two year intervals. 
Carol can be reached at 301-762-0502. 

Nominating and Elections 
Charlie Willis will chair 

this committee this year as 
a Past President. Other 
Committee members in-
clude Past Presidents, Kitty 
Dragonette, Ray Johnson, 
and Larry Smialek. The 
Nominations Committee 
was pleased to announce 
that Ray Johnson will be on 
the national HPS Ballot this 
year for the position of 
Treasurer. Ray is currently

serving as national Secretary. For input to Nomina-
tions please call Charlie at 301-504-1091. 

Program, Social, and Publicity 
Jack Bell chairs this 

Committee as the new 
President Elect. He has re-
served meeting dates at the 
Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza 
for seven meetings this 
year. He does not yet have 
speakers for all of these 
meetings. If you have any 
ideas please call Jack at 
301-504-1083. 

Southeast Regional Hea h 
Physics Meeting 

Charlie Willis 
Prepare to return to Atlanta for the next Southeast-

ern Meeting of the Health Physics Society. These 
meetings are destined to grow in importance and to fill 
the gap left by the change in the format of the Midyear 
Symposia. The next meeting will be in the Buckhead 
section of Atlanta in March, 1995. It should draw quite 
a crowd, both as an attractive location and as an ideal 
base for committee meetings as will as an excellent 
place for exhibits. Additional information should be 
available shortly after September 14, when the Atlanta 
Chapter next meets. For further information, contact 
the President-Elect of the Atlanta Chapter, Paul Charp, 
404-639-6068. 

HPS Midyear Symposia 
History 
Charlie Willis 

The Midyear Symposia have been a part of the 
health physics life for almost three decades. In recog-
nition of the coming milestone, I am trying to assemble 
a short history of the contributions of the Midyears to 
the health physics profession and to the Society. The 
readily available data are surprisingly sparse. I have 
been able to compile a complete list of the proceedings 
as well as some of the basic facts as summarized in the 
following table. Your views about the Midyears, as 
well as any relevant data, would be appreciated. 
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HPS Midyear Symposia 

No.	 Where
	

When
	

Host chapter
	

Topic
	

Chair
	

Registered Net $ 

1 Chicago 1/30-2/1/67 Midwest Personnel dosimetry Paul Ziemer 291 -530 

2 Augusta 1/24-26/68 Savannah River Environmental Surveillance Maurice Patterson 361 425 

3 Los Angeles 1/29-31/69 Southern Calif. Operational monitoring Charlie Willis 557 5,327 

4 Louisville 1/28-30/79 Bluegrass Electronic product Rad. Wordie Parr 338 3,118 

5 Idaho Falls 11/3-6/70 Eastern Idaho Nuclear siting Charlie Pelletier (est)350 

6 Richland 11/2-5/71 Columbia Standards: Quo Vadis Jack Selby 0250 428 

7 San Juan 12/11-14/72 Puerto Rico HP in the healing arts Peter Pares 439 2,739 

8 Knoxville 10/21-24/74 East Tenn. Population exposures Jim Turner 

9 Denver 2/9-12/76 Cent. Rocky Mt. Operational health physics Jerry Martin *705 .6,000 

10 Saratoga Sp 10/11-13/76 Northeastern NY Natural Rad. in Environs Frank Bord0.1 0250 •3,000 

11 San Diego 1/16-19/78 Southern Calif. Radiation instrumentation Janet Trunzo 

12 Williamsburg 2/11-15/79 NC & Virginia Low level radwaste Mgmt. Kirk & S. Meyers 600+ 

13 Honolulu 12/10-13/79 Hawaii Health physics training Phil Manley 

14 Hyannis 12/8-11/80 New England & Conn. Medical health physics Frank Masse 416 252 

15 Orlando 2/12-24/82 Florida Accelerator health physics Ken Coleman 

16 Albuquerque 1/9-13/83 Rio Grande Epidemiology applied to HP Wendell Holmes 

17 Pasco 2/5-9/84 Columbia Computer applications in HP Jerry Martin 

18 Colorado Sp. 1/6-10/85 Central Rocky Mt. Environmental radiation Steve Brown •500 *15,000 

19 Knoxville 2/2-6/86 East Tennessee HP in Decon. & Decom. Tom Oakes 1,200+ 080,000 

20 Reno 2/8-12/87 Lake Mead & N. Calif. Rad. producing machines Black & Kloepping 0500+ 016,000 

21 Miami Beach 12/13-17/87 Florida & Rx. Sect. Power reactor HP Pat Hughes 

22 San Antonio 12/4-8/88 South Texas Instrumentation John Hageman 

23 Atlantic City 2/5-8/90 New Jersey Risk perception. etc. Joe Stencel 572 12,936 

24 Raleigh 1/21-24/91 North Carolina New Pt. 20, ICRP & NCRP Katsikis & Padget 839 26,652 

25 Dearborn 1/12-16/92 Great Lakes Operational Radiation 
Measurements

Dick Cummings & 
Nina Vulpetti

420 15,836 

26 Coeur d'Alene 1/24-28/93 Columbia Environmental HP W. Kennedy, Jr. 719 27,844 

27 Albany 2/13-17/94 Northeastern NY Rad	 & mixed waste Mgmt. Bob Feinberg 587 52,626 

28 Charleston 1/29-2/1/95 Charleston HP Education & Training {Secretariat} 

29 Pheonix 1/	 /96 Arizona NORM & HARM {Secretariat} 

30 San Jose 1/	 /97 N. Calif & Sierra Nevada {Secretariat}



H PS-2000 
The Strategic Plan for the 
Health Physics Society. 

Tom Bell, President 

In response to an inquiry by the HPS Strategic Planning 
Committee 

Our general reaction is positive; it seems a good idea 
to have such a plan and this plan seems eminently 
acceptable. To the extent that we have concerns, the 
concerns are more about what is omitted than about 
what is said. As we have heard too frequently, "the 
devil is in the details," and the plan largely omits the 
details. For example, it might help if, in addressing 
scholarships something be added about encouraging 
memorial contributions and bequeaths. Also, concern-
ing other societies, it seems desirable to add something 
about our goal of being perceived as unbiased. One of 
the important details not addressed explicitly is cost 
effectiveness. An example of the significance is seen 
in the response to recommendation III.A.1. "Have the 
Presidents' Emeritus Committee review the overall 
management of the Society." The reaction of Dave 
Waite, et al. was to recommend that the Society spend 
$25,000 or so to get a professional management con-
sultant to do the job. This was at least temporarily 
rejected by the Board. The PE Committee seemed to 
feel no need to determine that such an exercise would 
provide benefit to the members that would justify the 
costs, possibly because of the way the plan is written. 
We suggest the plan specifically call for ensuring that 
expenditures provide commensurate benefits for the 
members. 

Other parts of the "Plan" have the potential for 
significantly increasing costs, particularly those parts 
suggesting expansion of the operations of the Secretar-
iat. This seems important because of another unstated 
goal which is to increase membership, specially the 
membership of the younger people working in health 
physics. We say "unstated" because, while not men-
tioned in the Plan, discussions at the Board meeting in 
San Francisco indicated that increasing membership 
was a major goal, or even an objective. Experience, 
especially the experience of the ANS, leads us to 
believe that increasing dues will tend to reduce mem-
bership, especially of the younger health physicists. 
Thus it seems that one explicit goal should be the 
minimization of the dues or, at least, the careful control 
of dues increases. It might be worth considering vary-
ing dues with age, etc. The members' dues now con-

stitute only about 30% of the HPS income and, to the 
extent practicable, other sources of revenue should be 
sought. 

The other side of the coin is the public information 
program. In this area, it seems that success is possible 
only if we are willing to spend quite a bit of money. 
John Billett is expected to cost about $150,000 annu-
ally (about 11% of the total budget). In our view, this 
is money well spent if our objectives are achieved. Our 
experience is that we cannot achieve these objectives 
with volunteer effort alone, although a great deal of 
volunteer work will be necessary to make the profes-
sional effort succeed. Perhaps the Plan should empha-
size the importance of this effort and the 
appropriateness of allocating funds accordingly. 

It is hard to argue with the objective of assuring that 
the management of the Society is effective and effi-
cient. We do believe, however, that this should be done 
with appropriate cost constraints and without altering 
the society's status as primarily a volunteer organiza-
tion. Work done for pay can be more effective and 
efficient than volunteer work without being as cost 
effective. For example, it seems that Dick Burk et al. 
cost the Society on the order of 100 times what Rus 
Cowing used to charge (22 times when corrected for 
inflation) but it is not so evident that the value to the 
members has increased accordingly. This is no criti-
cism of Burk & Co.; we have worked with them 
extensively in recent years and found them helpful and 
generally a pleasure to work with. Still, this example 
seems to suggest that the call for effectiveness and 
efficiency should be tempered by the constraints of 
cost control and facilitating the volunteer efforts that 
are the backbone of the Society. 

Our concern about the facilitation of volunteer ac-
tivities is heightened by some relatively recent devel-
opments. The transfer of responsibility for the Midyear 
Symposia from the host chapter to the Secretariat and 
the Symposia Committee is a prime example. In our 
view, the Midyears have been successful and have 
contributed to the development of the Society. In ad-
dition to getting us to some interesting places (e.g. San 
Juan, Honolulu, Saratoga Springs, Reno, Raleigh, 
Couer d'Alene, etc.) and exploring some aspects of the 
discipline in special depth, these meetings have en-
riched both the Society and the chapters, and probably 
most important, they have significantly increased par-
ticipation in Society activities. As you know from your 
own experience, these accomplishments were, at least 
in part, the result of the Midyears being designed to 
encourage and reward chapter originality, initiative 

10



and work. This does not seem to be true of the new 
system. 

In fact, the Board does not seem to appreciate these 
features, as exemplified by the reaction to the Albany 
meeting (a reaction that, I understand, dates back to 
Tom Oakes big Midyear in 1986). Despite being 
forced to hold the meeting at an inopportune time, Bob 
Feinberg and his crew managed to hold a successful 
and very profitable meeting. Rather than expressions 
of appreciation from the Board, however, the reaction 
was Keith Schiager's charge of "obscene profits" for 
the Chapter. This charge was made despite the facts 
that (1) the Chapter retained only $15,000 of the 
$50,000 they earned for the Society, (2) Chapter initia-
tive lead to corporate contributions that exceeded 
$15,000, and (3) the money that went to the Chapter 
probably amounted to less than the minimum wage for 
the work done by Chapter members. Thus, it seems that 
the Strategic Plan should include something about 
facilitating, and recognizing the importance of, volun-
teer initiative and effort. 

It might be worthwhile to include something spe-
cific about enhancing the value of Society membership 
to applied health physicists and possibly to technicians. 
Major steps already taken in this direction are the 
inclusion in the Newsletter of standards, EPA News, 
the NUREG Forum, Excerpts from the Federal Regis-
ter and the ABHP Exam Q's and A's. Something 
similar to Ken Slcrable' s Q's and A's, but for the 
NRRPT Exam. would help even more. The Journal has 
the New Products section and occasionally a note on 
an applied matter, but more is needed. We suggest a 
review or educational article in each issue; such arti-
cles might be based on the handouts for CEC and PEP 
courses. It is not easy to make the Journal useful to the 
applied folk while retaining its status as a refereed 
scientific journal but it is worth some thought. 

The Plan doesn't say anything about improving 
health physics, either the profession or the people and 
this does seem to be an appropriate goal. It has been 
suggested that this improvement might come, in part, 
from improving our listening performance. I am not 
sure how much time I want to see spent on listening to 
Ernie Sternglass, Alice Stewart, Steve Wing and others 
of that ilk but we need to know what is being said. 
Anyway, it is a suggestion for your consideration. 

Perhaps we have already said too much, but I want 
to close with a statement of appreciation for what the 
Strategic Planning Committee has accomplished. It is 
relatively easy to suggest improvements (we definitely

are not finding fault) but creating the target document 
and getting it accepted must have required a heroic 
effort.

Affiliates Notes 
Basic Radiation Safety and Radiation

Safety Officer Training 
RSO, Inc in cooperation will CSI-Radiation Safety 

Training is now entering our 11th year of offering 
training in radiation safety. As a full service radiation 
company, RSO, Inc. has provided radiation safety 
training since 1983. 

Basic Radiation Safety 
This is an eight hour course to meet training needs 

for new radiation workers as required by isotope li-
censes for all radionuclide users. This course also 
provides a good introduction to radiation fundamen-
tals. The topics include, atomic structure and radioac-
tivity, natural and man-made radiation, biological 
effects of radiation, radiation risks, radiation protec-
tion standards, radiation instruments, exposure and 
contamination control, laboratory safety, emergency 
response, radioactive waste, and radiation protection 
program. Participants will receive a 300 page 
and a certificate. 

The cost is $195. This course is offered every two 
months. The next class is Nov. 8, 1994. 

Radiation Safety Officer 
This is an intensive 40 - hour course to meet NRC 

and Agreement State license requirements for Radia-
tion Safety Officers. The course topics include atomic 
structure and radioactivity, natural and man-made ra-
diation, radiation quantities and units, interactions of 
radiation with matter, biological effects of radiation, 
radiation risks, risks to pregnant workers, radiation 
health risk communication, radiation protection 
standards, nuclear medicine, external and internal 
dosimetry, radiation instruments, radiation statistics, a 
hands-on measurements laboratory, health physics 
surveys, quality control, exposure and contamination 
control, laboratory safety, transportation, emergency 
response, radioactive waste, and radiation protection 
program responsibilities for RSOs. Participants will 
receive a 1000 page manual and a certificate. The cost 
is $1195. This course is offered every three months 
and the next classes are Sept. 19 - 23, 1994 and Dec. 5 
- 9, 1994.

Continued on next page. 
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Course Coordinator 
Ray Johnson, CHP, PE, will provide coordination 

and primary instruction for both of these courses. Ray 
is a retired U.S. Public Health Service Officer with 
over 30 years of experience in radiation safety. He has 
presented several hundred workshops and short 
courses on radiation protection, radiation risks, risk 
communication, radiation measurements, quality as-
surance, and communication skills. Ray has authored 
over 125 books and publications on radiation protec-
tion and risk communication. He is currently Secre-
tary of the HPS and a Past President of the Chapter. 

Call Ray at (301) 942-5946 for information. 

Business Card Fundraiser 
For the last two years, our printer, H & H Associates 

has been providing business cards, at group discount 
rates, for government employees who are required to 
purchase their own cards. 

At the last Executive Council meeting, H & H 
proposed that they would donate 10% of all receipts 
from business card orders placed by members and 
friends of the Chapter, to the Chapter. Based on the 
quality of the cards, the low pricing, and the promise 

the Board accepted the proposal. 

An order form has been included with this issue of 
the newsletter. Please mark the form "HPS" in the 
upper right hand corner so that the Chapter can receive 
credit for the sale. 

They will also donate 10% for commercial orders. 
Contact them at 301-933-5352 for a price schedule. 

Baltimore-Washington Chapter 
of the Health Physics Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, MD 20907

November Meeting To 
Highlight 

Special Award To 
Dave Harward 

The Baltimore Washington Health Physics 
Society Chapter meeting of November 30, 
1994 will include a special award presenta-
tion. The National Health Physics Society's 
Founders Award Memorialization is to be pre-
sented to the Family of E. David Harward. 
Dave, who passed away in 1989, was a long 
time member of the Society and a major con-
tributor to the profession during his employ-
ment with the Public Health Service, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Atomic 
Industrial Forum, and the Nuclear Manage-
ment and Resources Council. Dave's wife 
Betsy and several members of the Harward 
family will be at the meeting to accept the 
award. We hope all those who knew Dave will 
attend.
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