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Welcome to a New Chapter Year 
Charlie Willis, President 

The Baltimore-Washington Chap-
ter was the first chapter of the Health 
Physics Society and it has continued 
to be one of the strongest and most 
active chapters. It provided six of the 
national society's presidents (and a 
few ex-presidents have joined the 
Chapter). The Chapter has hosted 
three annual meetings and one IRPA 
meeting. It conducts one of the best 
Preparation courses for the ABHP 
Certification Examinations as well as 
the highly regarded Basic Radiologi-
cal Health Course. Our newsletter is 

one of the best and we have had some success in promoting female 
participation; The Chapter leadership has included at least one woman in 
most of the years since Patricia Cliggett "broke the ice" in 1968. It is a 
record to be proud of, but more important, it is a record to build on. 

Our most important challenge this year may be our "science teachers" 
workshop. If we can follow the lead of Elie Kitsikis and come close to 
the level of success enjoyed by the North Carolina Chapter, we will go a 
long way toward eliminating the irrational fear of radiation. It will not 
happen overnight, but the long-term goal is well worth our efforts. If you 
can contribute, please contact Mike Weber, 301-504-1298, and help 
educate those most important members of the public. 

Hosting the Southeastern Regional Conference of the HPS is another 
important activity for the coming year. The subject is "Implementing the 
New Part 20," so there should be a lot of interest. Steve McGuire and 
Mary Birch seem to be off to an excellent start, but they will need help. 
This sort of activity provides an opportunity to make a contribution to 
your profession but it also offers a chance to expand your circle of friends 
and acquaintances in the field. If your circumstances permit, this is the 
time to call Steve, 301-492-3757, and join the team. 

President's Message continued on page 7
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The Editor's Desk 
Ray Johnson

You will notice on 
the front page that this 
issue begins Volume 
No. 10 of the Balti-
more-Was hi n gt on 
Chapter Newsletter. 
This is our tenth year of 
publication, beginning 
with the first issue in 
conjunction with the 
annual HPS meeting in 
Baltimore, which we 
hosted in June 1993. 

The first issue of the Newsletter was edited by John 
Serabian. I began working with Volume No. 1, Issue 
No. 2 and have continued since. 

Over the years since 1983, I believe the chapter has 
derived some distinction for the quality of its News-
letter according to feedback from members around the 
country. In addition to providing a focus for chapter 
activities and an information resource for chapter 
members, the Newsletter has been distributed to na-
tional HPS officers and the presidents of other chap-
ters. 

While I make some contribution to the content of 
each Newsletter, the most noticeable quality of the 
Newsletter is its visual appeal. The top notch appear-
ance of the Newsletter is the result of the never tiring 
efforts of our printer, Howard Hering. For years I have 
tried to tell chapter members that I may edit the News-
letter, but Howard is the one who makes it look good. 
With each issue, he takes my pile of handwritten notes, 
photos, and computer 
disks and turns it all 
into a work of art. He 
usually dose this with 
incredibly short dead-
lines often requiring 
working on weekends 
or very late at night 
(early morning). 

I would be remiss in 
not recognizing the 
great contributions 
also from chapter offi-
cers and committee chairs. While I may write materi-
als occasionally, I would much prefer to rely upon the 
contributions of members. Hopefully this is not too

subtle an appeal to continuing contributions from the 
officers and members. In particular, our current Presi-
dent, Charlie Willis, has outdone himself in contribut-
ing materials. His input is greatly appreciated. 

You may notice that we have changed the format 
of the Newsletter somewhat over the years. During 
the last two years, especially, we have introduced 
photographs. Since Howard's printshop now has the 
capability for producing halftones of photos, I have 
tried to include more pictures. You may have noticed 
me at meetings with the camera. At least some of the 
photos are for the Newsletter. I'm hoping some of the 
more awkward poses may be of value for future job 
security. 

Your feedback and input to this Newsletter are 
welcomed. If you can send your contributions on a PC 
compatible disk (Wordperfect preferred) that would 
save us time on entering your materials into our com-
puter. However, we can work with handwritten or 
typewritten notes. Please sent materials to my address 
at RSO, Inc. shown on the front cover. 

Certification Refresher 
Course 

The Chapter will once again sponsor a health phys-
ics certification refresher course, starting in January 
1993. The planned format will be similar to that used 
last year, i.e., approximately 20 weekly sessions 
(Thursday evening from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.). 
The course will run through approximately the end of 
May 1993 and will once again feature a broad spec-
trum of health physics lectures and problem solving. 
As in the past, students need not necessarily be candi-
dates to take the ABHP Certification Exam, although. 
in the event of space limitations, priority will be given 
to those who plan to take the Exam. 

Hopefully, if you've read this far, I have possibly 
piqued your interest as a prospective student, a course 
lecturer, or as a co-coordinator for the course. I will 
be contacting previous lecturers to determine their 
interest in lecturing on particular subjects. On a more 
personal note, I am in need of a CHP to help with 
coordination of the course. I have a list of people 
whom I am going to approach in this regard, but I 
would sure to see someone volunteer to save me from 
some potential "arm twisting" actions. Please, over-
whelm me with telephone calls as soon as you read 
this!!

Tom Essig, CHP, Course Director 
W 301-504-1068, H 301-977-5584 
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BWCHPS MEETING NOTICE 

	

Date:	 Wednesday, October 14, 1992 

	

Location:	 Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza 
1750 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 
(Opposite Twinbrook Station on METRO Red Line) 

	

Speaker:	 Dr. John D. Boice, Chief 
Radiation Epidemiology Branch 
National Cancer Institute, NIH 

	

Topic:	 Radiation Epidemiology at the National Cancer Institute 

	

Time:	 6:00-7:00 p.m.	 Social hour (cash bar) 
7:00-8:00 p.m.	 Dinner ($ 20.00 - choice of stuffed chicken or filet 

of sole in lime juice) 
8:00 p.m.	 Speaker 

	

Reservations:	 Hal Peterson W:(202--586-9640) H: (301-942-1179) 

The Speaker 
John Boice is Chief of the Radiation Epidemiology 

Branch of the National Cancer Institute. Dr. Boice 
received a B.S. degree in physics at the University of 
Texas-El Paso in 1967, a M.S. in Nuclear Engineering 
and Science from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, a 
M.S. degree in Radiological Health and a Sc.D. in 
Epidemiology from the Harvard School of Public 
Health. He has been a member of the Health Physics 
Society since 1972 and is a member of and is on the 
Board of Directors of the National Council of Radia-
tion Protection and Measurements. He is also a visit-
ing lecturer at Harvard University and a member of 
several editorial boards. His research interests include 
studies of populations exposed to radiation: occupa-
tional, medical and environmental.

The Topic 
Epidemiological studies of irradiated populations 

have been the basis for estimating cancer risks in man 
and have added to our understanding of carcino-gene-
sis. Dr. Boice will discuss the various ongoing studies 
of populations that received radiotherapy for medical 
purposes include persons treated for uterine bleeding, 
eye cancer in children, and women treated for cervical, 
endometrial and breast cancer; populations exposed to 
diagnostic radiation (patients who received multiple 
fluoroscopic or X-ray examinations); studies of occu-
pationally exposed groups including X-ray technolo-
gists, nuclear utility workers, Chernobyl cleanup 
workers, and under-ground miners; and also persons 
living in high environmental radiation areas. 
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Southeast Regional 
Workshop 

Baltimore Washington Chapter 
Health Physics Society 

Implementation of NRC's Part 20:
Questions and Answers,
Problems and Solutions 

May 27 and May 28, 1993, Rockville, MD 

Call for Papers 
The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health 

Physics Society is hosting the Southeast Regional 
Workshop on May 27 and May 28, 1993 in Rockville, 
MD. The workshop will be a forum for discussing the 
problems encountered in implementing the NRC's 
new radiation protection regulations, new 10 CPR Part 
20. The Workshop will provide opportunities for par-
ticipants who have an interest in or responsibility for 
implementing these new regulations to discuss prob-
lems or questions they have faced and to share the 
solutions or their search for solutions. 

This is the official call for papers for this meeting. 
You are encouraged to submit summaries of papers 
describing questions or problems that need answering 
or that you have solved in implementing the new Part 
20. To facilitate an adequate review, a summary of 
your paper must be in the mail to the BW Chapter by 
January 15, 1993. The Program Committee will then 
review your summary and will notify you of their 
decision to accept it by February 26, 1993. The BW 
Chapter will publish the summaries in the Workshop 
Program. You will present your paper orally at the 
meeting and are expected to register for the meeting. 

Guidelines for Summaries: 
Con ten t 

1. Introduction - state the problem or question to be 
answered 

2. Description of the actual problem or question 

3. Results - state the solution, if developed or de-
scribe why the solution is needed 

4. References - minimize the number of references 

Length 

1. Use at least 150 words, excluding tables and fig-
ures

2. Use no more that 600 words, including tables and 
figures 

3. Count figures and tables as 150 words each. Use 
no more than three figures or tables 

4. Limit the title to 10 words; limit authors to three 
or fewer 

Format 

1. Type your summary double spaced on one side of 
the page only 

2. Use the units of Part 20 (with SI units following 
in parentheses, if desired) 

3. List references numerically at the end of the sum-
mary and use superscript numbers in the text 

To Submit a Summary 
1. List the name, address, and work phone number 

for the lead author to receive corresondence 

2. Mail four sets, postmarked by January 15, 1993, 
to :

Mary L. Birch, Program Chair 
HPS Regional Workshop 
BW Chapter, HPS 
P. 0. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, MD 20907 

1992 Southeast Regional 
Meeting 

Health Physics Society 
October 19, 1992, Oak Ridge TN 

The East Tennessee Chapter, the Environmental 
Section of the HPS and the Environmental Sciences 
Division of the ANS are sponsoring this meeting on 
Lower limits of detection and environmental restora-
tion. There will be a buffet dinner on Sunday, October 
18th, featuring Ken Mossman as the speaker. There 
will be a charge of $16 for the buffet but no charge for 
registration. If you go you will not be among strangers 
because the list of speakers includes Tom Bell, Andy 
Wallo and Hal Peterson. For hotel reservations call 
the Garden Plaza, 1-800-3GARDEN. For more infor-
mation call Barry Berven at ORNL, 615-576-2083. 
To register, send your name and $16 if attending the 
buffet to ETC-HPS, P. 0. Box 7006, Oak Ridge, TN 
37831-7006. 
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Executive Committee Meeting July 28, 1992 
Joseph DeCicco, Secretary 

Cindy - Tom - Charlie
	

Joe 

Our Chapter President, Charlie Willis hosted this 
meeting at his home with the following Officers and 
Committee Chairs present: Kitty Dragonette (Past 
President), John Jacobus (Treasurer), Joseph DeCicco 
(Secretary), Jack Patterson (Board Member), Ray 
Johnson (Nominations and Newsletter), Tom Essig 
(Education and Training), John Taschner (History), 
and Cindy Boggs (national HPS Board). The follow-
ing notes summarize some of the topics discussed. 

Science Teachers Workshop 
Ellie Katsikis of the North Carolina Chapter has 

developed a program to introduce teachers to the sub-
ject of radiation. Her two-day workshop will be sup-
ported with matching funds from the DOE up to 
$15,000 for a chapter willing to host such a workshop 
for 100 teachers. To assist our chapter, Ellie will 
provide a one-day training session for chapter mem-
bers, materials on how to conduct a teacher workshop, 
source materials, handouts, critique sheets, take-home 
tests, videos, computer self-teach games, radiation 
cards, and instruction on how to use all of these mate-
rials. 

After discussion of the Chapter's financial and 
technical resources the Executive Committee voted to 
host a teachers workshop. October 1993 was pro-
posed as a target date, but we need to talk with teachers 
to determine the best time. 

Publications Committee 
Ray Johnson proposed that the Executive Commit-

tee establish a Publication Committee to oversee the 
substantial publication activities of the Chapter. The 
Publications Committee would review proposals for 
Chapter publications, promote sales of publications, 
and review existing publications to determine needs 
for updating. The proposal was approved and Jack

Jack - Kitty - John 

Patterson, our newest Director, was appointed to chair 
the new committee. 

History Committee 
John Taschner, our 

faithful historian for 
many years, indicated 
that he was moving to 
Los Alamos. The Ex-
ecutive Committee 
presented John with a 
poster signed by those 
present to indicate our 
appreciation for his 
many years of out-
standing service to the 
Chapter as an Officer 

and Committee Chair. John noted that he has com-
pleted the history through 1990. He asked again that 
all records pertaining to the Chapter, no matter how 
minuscule, be turned over to the Historian, rather than 
thrown away. 

Nancy Newman of 
NIH was appointed by 
Charlie Willis as the new 
Chairperson of the His-
tory Committee. Nancy 
was Co-Chair of the Local 
Arrangements Commit-
tee for hosting the highly 
successful 1991 HPS 
meeting in Washington, 
D.C.

Nominations Committee 
The Chairman of this committee, Ray Johnson, 
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Larry 

Mike

members. If you may know any of the lost members, 
please encourage them to rejoin the Chapter. 

	

indicated that he would be looking for two candidates	 Marcel Barbier 

	

for the positions of Treasurer and Secretary this year	 Maurice Beebe 

	

since the incumbents will have served two terms. We 	 Byron Bresica 

	

also need two candidates for the position of President- 	 Priscilla Butler 

	

Elect for 1993. The Nominations Committee consists	 Kai-Dee Chu 

	

of the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Past Presidents of the Chapter,	 Chiquita Collins 

	

i. r/ay Johnson, Larry Smialek, and Steve McGuire. 	 Enrico Conti 
Francis Crowson 

Chapter Incorporation	 Ron Dawson 
Mardalee Dickinson 
Richard Erickson 
Richard Geiger 
John Glass 
Charles Glick 
Susan Greene 
Robin Henderson 
Richard Jeck 
Gary Jones 

	

Larry Smialek, Chair-	 Gerald Kerr 

	

man, noted that Dr. Ken 	 George Lalos 

	

Mossman had raised	 Barry Latney 

	

questions about the lan-	 Bobby Leonard 

	

guage in our by-laws re-	 Herman Levin 

	

garding the procedure for	 Ray Lewis 

	

dissolution of the Chap- 	 John Lydon 

	

ter. A proposal was made	 Vince McManaman 

	

to the Rules Committee to	 Bryan Miller 

	

consider dropping the 	 Nick Moghari 

	

By-laws Article XI, Sec-	 Pete Osbom 

	

Lion 1 (b), to eliminate the possibility of dissolution by 	 Ralph Page 
a small number of members.	 Mohendra Patel 

Todd Peterson 
Lori Powell 

	

Mike Weber, Chairman, reported that he has four	 Karl Prado 

	

volunteers for his Committee. He has contacted the 	 Jerry Puskin 

	

DOE and EPA Public Af- 	 Isaac Rabbani 

	

fairs offices to establish	 Alisa Ramey 

	

and interface. He is also	 Dennis Sollenberger 

	

developing a data base to	 Melvin Srybnik 

	

support a Speaker's Bu-	 Jothan Stone 

	

reau for the Chapter. He	 Darwin Taras 

	

has exchanged informa-	 Robert Thomas 

	

tion with the national 	 Anthony Walbarst 

	

HPS Public Information 	 Robert Wangeman 
Committee.	 Paul Whittaker 

Daniel Williams 

Membership Committee 
Howard Hering, Chairman, plans to publish the 

new membership book early this year. Charlie Willis 
noted that the Chapter added 39 new members this 
year and lost 47. The following is a list of these 

Executive Committee from page 5 

John Jacobus, Treasurer, noted that our bank re-
ports interest on deposits to the IRS and tax reports are 
due. The Committee voted to retain professional help 
with filing for incorporation. Five years of financial 
records are needed. Howard Hering agreed to arrange 
for assistance.

Rules Committee 

Public Information Committee 
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President's Message from page 1 

Conducting the Certification Course, as always, 
will be a formidable task. It may continue to grow in 
difficulty if the number of correspondence students 
continues to increase. At this point, Tom Essig seems 
to have things pretty well in hand. Nevertheless, when 
you see Tom later on in the year, buy him a drink or 
two because he will need them. 

We need help with the membership program. 
While the Chapter has a substantial membership, the 
relatively large number of health physicists who live 
in this area but who are not Chapter members, suggests 
that something may be amiss. Progress could be 
made if each of us would check the Membership 
Handbook and then contact health physicist we know 
and invite them to join the Chapter. If you learn of 
ways we are not meeting the needs of these prospective 
members (or members, for that matter) please let me 
know. Not everything that is broken can be fixed, but 
it doesn't hurt to try. 

We could also use more input to the Newsletter. 
Ray Johnson and Howard Hering are doing a great job, 
but more input would help. Letters to the Editor are 
always welcome, as are other forms of communica-
tions. Let us know about new developments in your 
area and also share your thoughts on health physics 
issues. Remember that it is your newsletter and your 
Chapter.

American 
Glovebox Society 

Charlie Willis 

It is news to me and, in case it might be of interest 
to you, here is the story. The American Glovebox 
Society was formed in 1986 to (a) promote the safety 
and quality of glovebox systems, (b) promote commu-
nica-tions, (c) disseminate knowledge in the field of 
glovebox technology, and (d) recommend standards 
and guidelines for glovebox technology. The AGS 
has a quarterly publication. If you need to know more 
about gloveboxes, it might be worthwhile to contact 
the AGS, Suite 500, 2150 West 29th Avenue, Denver, 
CO 80211.

Justification -- Again 
Charlie Willis 

I want to express appreciation for Charles Mein-
hold's defense of the "Justification" principle (BWC 
Newsletter, June 1992). He, of course, is the authority 
on such matters and his words are welcome. His 
comments do seem to clarify our differences of opin-
ion. 

There is no question about the ability of society 
(government) to outlaw any practice, with or without 
the support of the ICRP. The disagreement concerns 
where the burden of proof should lie. The Justification 
principle implies that any individual who wants to do 
most anything should have to prove to some govern-
ment agency that there would be a net benefit to 
society from the action. I believe in the reverse; that 
is, the regulators should have to show there is a net 
benefit from any prohibition they want to impose. 

I am thankful that, for example, Roentgen did not 
have to prove to some version of the EPA that there 
would be a net benefit from his discovery of x rays. In 
retrospect the benefit is manifest, but it is not obvious 
that it could have been demonstrated in advance. 

Northeast Regional 
Symposium 

October 22-23, 1992, Amherst, MA 

Low Level Radwaste Management 
The New England Chapter is hosting this meeting 

at the University of Massachusetts Campus Center. It 
should be a very worth-while meeting, featuring such 
distinguished speakers as Frank Masse, Mike Ryan, 
George Holeman and Commissioner James Curtiss. 
Ken Mossman will be featured at the Chapter Council 
Breakfast on October 23rd. You should receive your 
own invitation, but if you need more information, call 
George Fallon at MIT, 617-245-6600. 

Dues Information 
Please check your mailing label to insure that your 

membership is current. The date in the upper right 
hand corner indicates the last year for which you paid. 
If you have any questions, please call Howard at 
301-933-5352. 
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Baltimore-Washington Chapter, Health Physics Society 
Annual Budget - 1992-1993 

Committee Activity Income Expenses 

Executive Committee Notices 300.00 
Ad Hoc Committee on Incorporation 700.00 
Newsletter (Printing, Mailing, Postage) 6000.00 

Membership Individuals dues 3100.00 
Affiliates dues 2000.00 
Dues packet 240.00 
Directory (printing & mail) 2240.00 

Nomination/ Elections Election Packet 620.00 

Public Information Teacher Workshop 200.00 

Education & Training Basic Radiological Health Course 3370.00 2100.00 
HP Preparatory Course 6900.00 2000.00 

History Typing and Printing 1500.00 

Programs Chapter Meeting Expenses 1000.00 

Publications Advertising Bibliography 500.00 
Bibliography Sales 1000.00 

Miscellaneous Postage/etc. 400.00 
Interest/charges check acct 440.00 

GRAND TOTALS 16,810.00 17,800.00 

Chapter Assets: Bank Accounts $22672.00 
Bibliographies 7000.00 
(approx 700 copies @ $10 each)

John Jacobus, 
Treasurer 

First of all, I would like to thank those members who voted to re-elect me to a second term as chapter treasurer. 
I appreciate the trust you have placed in me. 

A final 1991-1992 financial report of income and expenditures was presented at the July Executive Meeting, 
which was basically the same as the summary report that appeared in the June 1992 chapter newsletter. The projected 
budget for 1992-1993 based on last year's financial transactions is shown above. 

I am seeking two volunteers for a new Finance Committee to perform a final, independent audit of our financial 
records as required by our bylaws. If you are interested in helping out, please contact me at your earliest convenience. 
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The Nuclear Air Cleaning 
Conference 

Charlie Willis 

The 22nd "DOE/NRC Nuclear Air Cleaning and 
Treatment Conference ," which was held in Denver last 
month, offered a wealth of information that is of value 
to health physicists. I continue to be surprised by the 
relatively small number of health physicists that attend 
these meetings. Of course, Dade Moeller played a 
prominent role as he usually does. Frank Congel was 
there to address the opening plenary session and Com-
missioner de Planque was the luncheon speaker. 
Andy Wallo was scheduled to speak but couldn't 
attend. For the most part, however, the participants 
were "almost" health physicists. 

Air Cleaning Conferences are biennial events so the 
series of meetings began well before there were com-
mercial nuclear power plants. The proceedings have 
become an important part of the literature. This year's 
meeting continued the rich tradition of quality techni-
cal presentations and most health physicists could 
benefit from the proceedings, which are expected to 
be published as NUREG reports in about 6 months. 

Interestingly, the opening address was a dud. W. 
Goossens of Belgium talked about global change in 
the environment because of krypton-85 releases from 
the uranium fuel cycle facilities. No one took him very 
seriously because, even in his worst case scenario, 
Kr-85 could never constitute more than a tiny fraction 
of background radiation. The mood changed dramati-
cally as subsequent speakers addressed plans for new 
nuclear power plant orders, the designs of advanced 
reactors and the safety issues associated with the new 
designs. 

The most controversial topic was the NRC's new 
severe accident "source term" for use in accident dose 
calculations. Primarily because of the differences in 
assumptions made, the proposed new source term 
(NUREG-1465, draft, for comment) is quite different 
from the old source term (Regulatory Guide 1.3). 
Both source terms include all the noble gases but the 
new version contains more iodine and much more of 
the solids, especially cesium. These changes are the 
natural consequence of the changed accident assump-
tions. The old source term is implicitly based on the 
assumption that the reactor vessel continues to hold 
the core while the new version is based on a "core on 
the floor" accident. The controversy is about the 
chemical form of the iodine. The new source term has 
essentially all the iodine in the form of CsI, a particu-

late, whereas the old version had the iodine largely in 
elemental form with a significant fraction in an or-
ganic form (methyl iodide). L. Kovach argues that this 
new form is unrealistic in that the accident environ-
ment will contain organic and other debris not consid-
ered in the NRC assessments. J. Wilhelm contends 
that the NRC results are at odds with the German 
studies. There are more opinions than answers, but it 
is clear that the outcome of this controversy will have 
an important impact on the design and operation of 
nuclear power plants. 

Less controversial but also important were the re-
ports of new HEPA filters being developed to with-
stand more severe conditions than the present filters 
can survive. One version utilizes a glass cloth rein-
forced filter medium while the other uses sintered steel 
fiber mat. The steel filter meets current efficiency 
standards but not the low pressure drop provision of 
ANSI B 132.1. Testing continues but the filters should 
be available in the not-too-distant future. 

Progress is slow but there is progress in the attempt 
to get nuclear power plant licensees to use a valid test 
for nuclear grade charcoal even though the technical 
specifications require meaningless tests. The NRC 
and the industry worked together for several years to 
develop a valid test standard. It now appears that the 
administrative problems posed by the deficient tech-
nical specifications may prove more difficult than the 
technical problems. 

Other interesting developments include a passive 
heat removal and air cleaning system for mitigating 
severe accident consequence sin nuclear power plants. 
Also a replacement is being developed for freon as a 
tracer for in-place testing of carbon adsorbers. A great 
deal more was reported so I believe you will find the 
proceedings of this meeting to be of value; I will let 
you know when they become available. 

North Carolina Chapter 
Fall Meeting 

October 2-3, 1992, Ashville, NC 
This meeting will be on Irradiation-Sterilization 

and should be quite interesting. It will include a report 
on the Cs-137 incident at Sterigenics, an update on 
neutron activation technology and, perhaps most im-
portant, a report on the Science Teachers Workshop 
program. Yes, Ken Mossman will be there. The reg-
istration fee is $30. For hotel reservations, call the 
Radisson, 1-800-222-0859. For more information, 
call R. S. Bogard at ???-574-3539. 
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Discovering Columbus 
Charlie Willis 

For many of us, the 37th Annual Meeting of the 
Health Physics Society occasioned our first visit to 
Columbus, Ohio in a number of years. Generally, the 
revitalized city impressed us very favorably. 

The Meeting was well attended and the Baltimore-
Washington Chapter was well represented. I counted 
some 40 Chapter members there and I must have 
missed a few. Many were quite prominent and could 
not be overlooked. Those included Ken Mossman, 
who became the President-Elect, and Ray Johnson 
who took over as Secretary of the Society. Also, 
Vandy Miller took office as President of the Society's 
Government section. (No, the Society does not have 
an anti-government section.) Al Brodsky and John 
Buchanan became Fellows of the HPS. Les Slaback 
received the ABHP William McAdams Outstanding 
Service Award. Several Chapter members helped the 
Society pay its bills by conducting "Professional En-
richment Program" (PEP) courses; these included Bob 
Yoder, Sean Austin, Steve McGuire, Al Grella and 
Charlene Radditz. Papers were offered by Paul Zie-
mer, Charlie Willis, Al Brodsky, Frank Marcinowski, 
Ray Johnson, Marko Moscovitch, Jim Rogers, Joel 
Rabovsky, Tony Weadock, Steve McGuire, Tom Bell, 
Steve Zobel, Bob Loesch, Judy Foulke, Rick Jones, 
and Bill Conklin. A number of other Chapter mem-
bers participated in a host of committee meetings. The 
Chapter was not as prominent this year as last, when 
we were the host chapter, but we were well repre-
sented. 

Probably the hottest topic at the meeting was the 
DOE Radcon Manual. It was more cussed than dis-
cussed and it was discussed at great length. I even 
heard a few favorable comments. My impression is 
that our friends in DOE facilities are starting to learn 
what life is like for NRC licensees. I only hope the 
change entails benefits for workers that are commen-
surate with the costs to the tax-payers. 

The Chapter Council Meeting included a discus-
sion of the proposed changes in the handling of Mid-
year Symposia. In the future, the meeting place will 
be selected (without bids) by the Venues (formerly 
Meeting Place) Committee and the Symposia Com-
mittee will handle the technical program. The Secre-
tariat will take more responsibility for local 
arrangements. The host chapter will get a fixed fee 
(rather than a share of the profit) for its efforts. I 
expressed concern that these changes seemed likely to

have several ill effects including (1) raising HIPS dues 
and so possibly reducing the participation of the 
younger health physicists, and (2) reducing the oppor-
tunity and incentive for chapter initiative by leaving 
them with nothing but the "dog work" and divorcing 
the benefit to the chapter from the cost control efforts. 
Similar changes are underway to centralize control of 
the Summer school and the annual meeting but they 
seem less controversial. This seems to be a "done 
deal" but comments are being solicited from the mem-
bership (See the September 1992 National HPS News-
letter). 

A highlight of the meeting was the presentation of 
the Elda E. Anderson award to Kimberlee Kearfott. 
Dr. Kearfott seemed eminently qualified to be the first 
woman to win the award. If there were any doubts, 
they were dispelled by her acceptance speech. She 
likened health physicists to a support group for an 
American Indian voodoo-type ritual -- and made most 
of those present feel complimented! With this kind of 
talent, she certainly has bright prospects. 

Paul Frame got the meeting off to a great start with 
a discussion of the quack cures of the early years of 
radiation use. (That is Paul Frame, not to be confused 
E. Frome, a coauthor of the infamous "Oak Ridge 
Workers Study.") I hope we can get Paul to address a 
Chapter meeting in the near future. 

All-in-all, it was a meeting to make us look forward 
to next year in Atlanta. 

Members Honored 
Chapter members honored at the Health Physics 

Society meeting in Columbus, in June, were: Ray 
Johnson, installed as the new HPS Secretary; Lester 
Slaback, Jr., who received the William A. McAddams 
Outstanding Service Award for his contributions to the 
American Board of Health Physics and the certifica-
tion process; and Allen Brodsky and John Buchanan, 
who were awarded Fellow membership in the Society. 
Les Slaback has been invited to present, together with 
Tawfik M. Raby, a paper on Impact of 10CFR20 on 
Nonpower Reators and Proposed Solutions at the No-
vember joint meeting of the American Nuclear Society 
and European Nuclear Society in Chicago 
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Health Physics Certification Review 
The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Phys-

ics Society will be presenting its annual Health Physics 
Certification Review Course starting January 1993. 

The course is designed for the Health Physicist who 
plans to take the ABHP exam. Others may attend the course 
to study Health Physics. Continuing Education Credit for 
the course has been available in the past and the 1993 
course will also qualify for CEUs. 

Topics to be presented are listed on the right. Lectures 
will be presented by experts in the subject material. Also, 
short answer questions similar to the ones on Part I of the 
ABHP exam will be given and Part II questions from 
previous ABHP exams will be solved. Hints on how to take 
the exam will be given. 

The course includes 60 hours of classroom study, hand-
out material for each student to keep, and weekly reading 
and problem assignments. 

Scholarships are available to students who are in need 
of financial assistance. To apply for a scholarship, state 
how much you can reasonably pay and the reason paying 
the full cost would be a hardship. Enclose the statement and 
a check for what you can afford to pay with your applica-
tion. If you are not offered the course at the reduced rate, 
your check will be returned. 

COST: $375 per student, payable to Baltimore Washing-
ton Chapter, HPS. 

EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: For those who pay 
by check by November 30, the cost is $300. 

LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland 

DATES: January through May, 1993. Probably every 
Thursday evening from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

List of Topics to be Covered 
1 - Interaction of Radiation with Matter 
2 - Radioactivity and Radioactive Decay 
3 - Biological Effects of Radiation 
4 - Radiation Protection Standards 
5 - Film and TLD Dosimetry 
6 - Neutron and Mixed Field Dosimetry 
7 - Internal Dosimetry 
8 - Bioassay 
9 - Respiratory Protection 
10 - External Radiation Protection/Shielding 
11 - Health Physics Instrumentation 
12 - Radon 
13 - The Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
14 - Environmental Health Physics 
15 - Reactor Health Physics 
16 - Nonionizing Radiation 
17 - Medical and Industrial X-rays 
18 - Transportation of Radioactive Materials 
19 - Nuclear Medicine 
20 - Research Radioisotope Use 
21 - Practice Part I and Part II Problems 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: January 3, 1993 

SEND APPLICATION AND CHECK TO: 
Tom Essig 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 10-D-4 
Washington, DC 20555 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 

Tom Essig	 W 301-504-1068 
H 301-977-5584 

Health Physics Certification Review Course Application 
Please type or print. 

Name: 	 Job Title: 	  
HOME ADDRESS 

Street: 	  

City: 	 State: 	 ZIP: 	 Telephone Number: 
BUSINESS ADDRESS 

Company: 	  

Street: 	  

City: 	 State: 	 ZIP: 	 Telephone Number: 	  
Send application and purchase order or check (Made payable to Baltimore-Washington Chapter, HPS) to Tom Essig, 

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Mail Stop 10-D-4, Washington, DC 20555. 

Applicant's Signature: 	 Date: 	
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Book Review 
The Biological Basis of Radiation Protection Prac-

tice. K. L. Mossm an and W. A. Mills, Eds., Baltimore: 
Williams & Wilkins, 266 + xii pages, 1992. (HPS 
members $12, from the Secretariat) 

Charlie Willis 

It is hard to believe, but this high quality, hard-
bound technical book actually is available for $12. The 
price alone suggests that you order a copy today, just 
in case you might need it. Actually, this is a book that 
will be of value to almost every health physicist. Even 
if you already know as much about radiation biology 
as does Shlomo Yaniv, in all likelihood you will find 
this a useful reference. 

There is much to like about this book, such as the 
concise and useful index and the wealth of references. 
It's main attraction, of course, is that it is a book 
intended for health physicists. It goes to the heart of 
the matter: what are the risk estimates and why are they 
what they are. 

The principal shortcoming seems to be the absence 
of a glossary. A good fraction of us could use a little

help with biological terms such as "dictyate oocytes" 
and "nulliparity." Furthermore, it would be helpful to 
be told what Bob Ricks, et al., mean when they report 
26 "radiation associated" deaths in the USA since 
1944. 

It is hardly a major fault, but it seems odd that Tim 
Jorgensen cites the BEIR-V report as the source of his 
risk estimate for skin cancer and then gives a value that 
is smaller than the BEIR-V value by a factor of nearly 
20,000. Of course, it is rather well known that the 
BEIR Committee blew this one, but a more straight-
forward presentation seems desirable. Baumiller's 
discussion of Thomas Hunt Morgan and the beginning 
of American genetics is interesting but a little disap-
pointing in that it does not mention the reporting of 
radiation induced mutations by other Morgan collabo-
rators some 16 years before the publication of Muller's 
Nobel Prize winning work. 

It was a little surprising to find Billy Mills reporting 
on the BEIR-IV report after all the work he did on the 
CIRRPC subpanel on BEIR-V. Even so, it worked out 
well. Both BEIR-IV and BEIR-V are discussed quite 
well. 

This book belongs in a "best buy" category. 

Mr. Thomas G. Hobbs * CHP
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