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BRC Meeting - January 12 
NRC Seeks Public Input 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is holding a public meeting on "below regulatory concern," (BRC) or, as they call it, 
"exemptions from regulatory control (ERC) for practices whose health and safety impacts could be considered below regulatory 
concern." The announcement was in the Federal Register on December 12, page 49,885. The meeting will be held at the Bethes-
da Holiday Inn, 8210 Wisconsin Avenue (4 blocks north of the Bethesda Metro) on Thursday, January 12, from 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. If you think you might like to make a statement, you should sign up with our local chapter member, Cathy Mattsen, at (301) 
492-3628. The chapter encourages you to sign up to make a statement or ask questions. The NRC needs the views of experienced 
health physicists. 

What is "BRC" or "ERC?" 
It has long been recognized that radiation sources are potentially harmful to health and that their use should therefore be regu-

lated. Some radiation sources, however, do not need to be subject to regulatory control, either because they are not amenable to 
control (e. g. cosmic rays) or because they present such a low hazard that it would be a needless waste of time and effort to ex-
ercise regulatory control. They can therefore be exempted from it. It is this second class, the low hazard sources, that the meet-
ing is about. 

The ERC concept does not imply that very small doses have no health effects. Rather it implies that some sources of radia-
tion present so little hazard that regulation would be a needless waste of time and effort. To most of us this may seem self- evi-
dent, but some people do not want to be exposed to any radiation whatsoever. 

The principal uses for such a policy would be: (1) exemptions for the disposal of certain types of very low level radioactive 
wastes, and (2) the recycling of slightly contaminated materials from the nuclear industry. In the first case, we would be able to 
determine when a waste contains so little radioactive material that it no longer be disposed of as radioactive waste. At present, 
waste containing a single radioactive atom must theoretically be disposed of as radioactive waste. In the second case the decom-
missioning of facilities would be possible without disposing of the entire facility as radioactive waste. 

What is the NRC's proposal? 
At the risk of oversimplification, here is a summary: 
1. The NRC's approval would be for a practice rather than specifying the quantity of radioactive material that could be 

released. 
2. The NRC would assume a linear nonthreshold dose effect model with a risk coefficient of 0.0002 fatal cancers per per-

son-rem. 
3. The NRC would adopt a limit of 10 millirem as the maximum dose to individuals in a critical group. The IAEA (Safety 

Series 89 on ERC) has suggested that the limit should be somewhere in the range of 1 to 10 millirem. The EPA has suggested 
4 millirem. 

4. The NRC is undecided about whether to have a limit on collective dose. They want comment of this issue. They may use 
a qualitative approach. 

5. All practices would have to be justified so that the benefits out weight the hazards. Interestingly, the IAEA has suggest-
ing using a value of US$30 per person-rem for these evaluations. 

6. There would have to be a monitoring program to verify results.

BRC continued on next page
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The Meeting 

	

Subject:	 Radon - Practical Problems and Solutions 

	

Speakers:	 Panel Discussion with: 
Rich Guimond, EPA 
Douglas Mose, George Mason University 
Bernie Schlein, Scinta, Inc. 
David Weiss, National Association of Realtors 
Ken Mossman, Moderator 
Introductions by Clyde Jupiter 

	

Date:	 Wednesday, January 25, 1989 

	

Place:	 Uniformed Services University for Health Sciences 
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda 

	

Program:	 5:30 Cash bar opens 
6:30 Buffet opens 
7:30 Panel Discussion 

	

Cost:
	

$9.00 (Paid at meeting) 

	

Reservations:
	

Please call Margaret Rowell at (301) 260-4771 by noon, Monday, 
January 23. 

BRC from page 1 

It should be an interesting meeting 
All in all, the NRC proposal sounds like a good one and 

something that has long been needed. Let's wish them suc-
cess. My recommendation is, don't miss the meeting. It 
should be interesting, and the NRC needs the expert opinion 
of experienced health physicists, especially the hands-on 
type. The BW Chapter will apply for ABM' Continuing 
Education Credits for attendees.

Retirement Party for Bob
Alexander 

Chapter member Bob Alexander has just retired from the 
NRC! Chapter members are invited to his retirement lunch-
eon, Wednesday, January 25, 11:30 a.m., Country Junction 
Restaurant, Colonial Manor Motel, Rockville Pike (across 
from the White Flint Mall). Reservations are due by January 
20; call Terry at 492-1783 or Doris at 492-3788. Send a 
check for $12.00 payable to: Stephen McGuire, NLS-139, 
USNRC, Washington, DC 20555. 

Xr. Thomas G. Hobbs * CHP 
221 Rolling Road 
Gathersburd, MD

20877 
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