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President's Message 
My year as your Chapter president is all too rapidly coming to an end. Our Chapter 

is again fortunate to have a number of dedicated committee people who have made 
things happen and a membership that provides the underpinnings that make our chapter 
strong. Thanks to all of you who helped make this year a success. It has been a real 
pleasure being your president. 

A special thanks to President-elect Warren Keene for providing an outstanding 
program of stimulating topics and an opportunity to meet with members of other 
professional groups who share common interests. 

Thanks also to Larry Smialek and the Nominations and Elections Committee who 
worked very hard to develop a slate of excellent candidates for Chapter officers for the 
coming year and nominations for some of the vacancies on national committees. 

Once again Howard Hering directed an outstanding 2 day Basic Radiological 
Health Course at the National Bureau of Standards. This course continues to be well 
received and attended and the credit goes to Howard and all who contributed their time 
and talent as lecturers. We also have Howard to thank for the hard work he put into the 
publication of the new 1986/1987 Membership Handbook. 

The Executive Committee nominated Dr. J.W. Thiessen as a candidate for fellow 
membership in the society. Dr. Thiessen is the Deputy Associate Director for Health 
and Environmental Research in the Department of Energy. He has contributed 
enormously to the health physics profession and to our Chapter. He was our Chapter 
president and host to the 1983 Annual Health Physics Society Meeting in Baltimore 
and has presented many excellent lectures on internal dosimetry at our ABHP 
certification preparation courses. 

Congratulations to Nancy Osgood, Joe Decicco, Roby Enge and Skip Kerschner 
for successfully completing examination by the American Board of Health Physics. It 
was my pleasure as president to present their ABHP certificates at the March 1987 
Chapter meeting. 

The Health Physics Society Standards Committee (HPSSC) is forming several 
working groups to develop radiation protection standards on the following subjects: 

• How to Document Radiation Protection Surveys. 

• Performance Specifications for Clinical Xenon-133 Traps. 

• Design and Performance Specifications for Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Incinerators. 

• How to Select and use Neutron Radiation Instrumentation for Industrial 
Dose Determinations. 

• How to use Installed, AC Powered Occupational Radiation Protection 
Instruments.

(Continued on page 2, President)



(President) 

As your president and a member of the HPSSC, I urge you 
to volunteer to help write the standard in your area of exper-
tise or interest. You younger health physicists need to become 
involved in these activities for your own personal growth and 
service to your profession. Please call me soon if you are 
interested as we hope to have the working groups formed and 
approved by July 1987. My office number is 202/692-0417. 

I am very interested in forming an ad hoc committee to 
write a history of our Chapter. To accomplish this task, I need 
your input and volunteers to share their knowledge of historical 
events and to help write the text. Some of you have been 
members since the early days and your thoughts, remember-
ances and anecdotes will be most welcomed. Please give me 
your input. I hope to get this group together this summer to 
work on this project. Call me. 

John C. Taschner 

President Elect's Year in Review 
It has been a full season—six meetings, in spite of skipping 

January and February. As president-elect, I ran on a platform 
of increased interaction with related professional societies, 
and half of our meetings have reflected that goal. In Nov-
ember, we met with the Industrial Hygienists, discussing 
indoor radon with Mike Mardis of the EPA. In December, we 
met with the Medical Physicists. Charles Showalter and John 
McCrohan, both of the Center for Devices and Radiological 
Health, updated the attendees on tomography and mam-
mography techniques and related radiation doses. In April, we 
met with the American Nuclear Society. NRC Commissioner 
Frederick Bernthal provided a review of the status of• the 
proposed revision to 10 CFR 20. (I received the impression 
that many of the approximately 800 responses were something 
less than enthusiastic, and that the NRC faces some real 
problems in deciding where we go from here.) Commissioner 
Bernthal also responded candidly to questions about the well-
publicized problems at Peach Bottom. (Turkey Point hadn't 
made the news yet with its similar problems.) The discussion 
period was a lively one. Those who didn't make it missed a 
good meeting. Three meetings were BWC only. In October, 
Holmes Brown, of Afton Associates, discussed progress in 
response to the Low Level Waste Policy Act. In March, HPS 
President-elect David Waite, presented the new HPS Long 
Range Plan. At the upcoming annual meeting, Andy Hull will 
give us a Chernoble update. 

Scheduling and coordinating the joint meetings has been 
interesting---sometimes reminiscent of a Marx Brothers 
comedy. My apologies to any who were inconvenienced by the 
last-minute move of the April meeting, when our original site 
gave the date to another group (which, I am told, subsequently 
cancelled). Attendance has varied from about 15 to 25% of the 
membership, as we have tried to provide variety in topics, 
locations, and types of food.

Warren Keene

Public Information 
Much of the HPS Long Range Plan emphasizes the need 

for better communication and more public information. When 
David Waite spoke to our chapter in March he indicated that 
the future goal of the HPS, in addition to serving its members, 
is to present valid technical information to the public. He noted 
that the HPS has failed to publicize itself because of fears of 
appearing as advocates of nuclear technology. Never the less, he 
stressed the need to challange sources of misinformation and 
this effort needs the involvement of the Chapters. He is looking 
towards the National Public Information Committee for 
advice on placement of information materials. He also noted 
that the HPS can respond to issues where individuals might not 
have the same credibility. He believes the HPS can also 
present both sides of issues. 

When Dr. Waite becomes HPS President in July he will 
undoubtedly want to begin implementing these public informa-
tion goals. Therefore, we should expect our own Chapter's 
public information efforts to be stimulated accordingly. We 
have already received national recognition for the training 
programs we originated to assist health physicists with public 
communications. This program has been presented to over 
750 professionals by Larry Petcovic and Ray Johnson since 
June 1983. 

Dr. Waite attended one of our 4 hour seminars at a 
symposium sponsored by the Great Lakes Chapter in April 
and indicated he was very impressed. In fact, he referred to our 
program several times during his dinner talk to the Chipter. 
We can look forward to his support this year. 

We have also initiated a liaison with the Public Information 
programs of the American Nuclear Society at the local and 
National level. Ray Johnson will serve on the P.I. committee 
of the local ANS section and also contribute articles on public 
information to the national ANS Newsletter. 

36 Attend
Basic Radiological Health Course 

Thirty-six students attended a basic radiological health 
course offered by our Chapter. The course was held at the 
National Bureau of Standards in October, 1986. Overall the 
reactions from the students were very favorable, most agreeing 
that the course was interesting as well as informative and 
valuable. 

The students included four honor students from Kennedy 
High School in Silver Spring. The students were offered free 
tuition by our Chapter. They said they found the course fairly 
easy and that they had already had much of the material in 
their high school classes. 

Our thanks go to Howard Hering, who directed the course, 
and to the lecturers: Ken Mossman, Joe Wang, Ray Johnson, 
David Hintenlang, Rick Jones, Don Thompson, Tim 
Osborne, Bill Webber, Mike Terpilak, and Roger Broseus. 

The course will be offered again this coming October. 
Look for announcements in upcoming newsletters.



The Meeting 

DATE: Thursday, 21 May 1987 

PLACE: RAMADA HOTEL 
1251 West Montgomery Ave., Rockville, MD 20850 
From the Beltway, take 270N. Exit at 28W and make a right. 

SPEAKER Andrew P. Hull, Brookhaven National Laboratory 

SUBJECT: Health and Environmetal Consequences of the Chernoble Accident. 

PROGRAM: 6:00 Social Hour. Cash Bar. 
7:00 Dinner 

Fresh fruit cocktail with Kirsh 
Tossed garden salad 
Baked half chicken 
Baked potato with sour cream and chives 
Broiled tomato Parmesan 
Chocolate Torte 
Rolls 
Coffee, Decaf, Tea or Milk 

8:00 Annual Business Meeting 
8:30 Speaker and Discussion 

COST: $13.00, to be paid at the meeting. 

RESERVATIONS: Please call Ann Marie Hanes at (301) 589-1718 by noon Monday 18 May. Leave the name and 
telephone number of each person for whom you are making a reservation with the answering service. 
Reservations may be cancelled until noon, 18 May. Uncancelled no-shows must be charged. 

The Speaker 
Andy Hull will be recognized as the author of a recent 

series of articles in the HPS Newsletter, entitled Preliminary 
Dose Assessment of the Chernoble Accident. He is well 
known within and without the Health Physics Community.

The Topic	 i 
A new Chemoble document is currently being circulated in 
prepublication draft form under the title Health and Enivi-
ronmental Consequences of the Chernoble Accident. Publica-
tion is anticipated for late May. The Task Committee which 
has prepared the report for the Office of Health and Environ-
mental Research is chaired by Marvin Goldman. Andy is a 
contributing author. He will present and discuss the highlights 
of the report. 

Employment Opportunities 
Health physics technician to perform radiation safety 

surveys at biomedical research facilities in the Washington, 
D.C. metropolitan area. Two years of college education or 
experience desired. Contact Greg Smith, Radiation Service 
Organization, Inc. Laurel, MD. 301-953-2482. 

Radiochemist to develop and supervise radiochemical 
procedures for analysis of environmental samples, liquid 
wastes, survey swipes, and food products. B.S. or M.S. in 
chemistry with several years experience in radiation labora-
tory. Detection instrumentation and computer skills desired. 
Management opportunity. Contact Ray Johnson, Laboratory 
Director, Radiation Service Organization, Inc., Laurel, MD. 
301-497-6356.

Meeting Costs 
It is becoming more and more difficult to hold meeting 

costs to $15.00 or less—with the obvious exception of pizza 
nite at USUHS. My ANS contacts indicated that they are 
used to paying about $20.00. Some places are asking $25.00 
or more for a simple meal, with tax and service charge. Typical 
service charge is now 17%. Is the cost of meetings a deterrent 
to attendance? Should we hold more than one pizza nite a 
year? Should we consider abandoning the dinner meeting 
format? Should we reduce the number of meetings? If you have 
a suggestion please call me. I'll pass it along to your new 
president-elect and/or to the executive committee. 

Warren Keene (202-635-5206, (H) 703-671-1659).



Looking Ahead 
The HPS has developed a Long Range Plan under the 

chairmanship of Dr. David Waite, now President-Elect of the 
HPS. When he addressed the Chapter in March, he empha-
sized the goals of this Plan. In his discussion, he threw down a 
clear challenge to all of the Chapters, and our Chapter in 
particular, to assist the Society in achieving these goals. The 
bottom line is that the HPS cannot do anything for its members 
that the members cannot do for the Society. How many of us 
have said, 'Why don't they ----?' Fellow Chapter members, 
THEY IS US! With a membership of about 350 (and another 
350 HPS members in our area who do not belong to the 
Chapter -- Why?), our Chapter has the largest collection of 
members or potential members of any Chapter in the country, 
and all within a relatively small area. I believe: 1) We should 
have a larger impact on the national Society than we do; 2) We 
should contribute more to the committee structure of the HPS 
and 3) We should produce more of the ideas which drive the 
Society. The Long Range Plan has great potential. I welcome 
it. Its implementation will not come overnight. I expect to 
make a start on it during my year as Chapter President. I need 
your help.

Warren Keene 

P.S. I have received one copy of the 11 page Long Range Plan. 
I am not clear that the Chapter should bear the cost of 
distributing this document to the entire membership. There-
fore, if anyone would be willing to reproduce this report, please 
let me know. 

Call for Bioassay Papers 
Contributed papers on bioassay, whole-body counting, 

methods of analytical radiochemistry, distribution and path-
ways of radionuclides in the environment, internal dosimetry 
and regulatory issues are solicited for presentation at the 33rd 
Annual COnference on Bioassay, Analytical and Environ-
mental Radiochemistry. This conference will be held on 
October 6-8, 1987 at the Shattuck Hotel and Conference 
Center in Berkeley, California. 

One page abstracts about these subjects and other topics of 
interest should be received no later than June 1„ 1987 by Ms. 
Tracey A. Simpson, Lawrence Livermore National Lab, P.O. 
Box 808, L-457, Livermore, CA 94550. Phone (415) 423-
3142. Authors of accepted papers will subsequently be 
requested to submit extended abstracts, which will be printed 
as received and distributed at the conference. Plan your 
presentation now and prepare to enjoy the unique cultural, 
intellectual and gastronomical attractions of Berkeley and the 
San Francisco Bay Area this fall season. 

Instructors Needed 
Many of the basic course instructors have been teaching 

for many years and would probably appreciate a vacation. If 
you would like to teach a class, give Howard a call at 933-
5352. The lesson plans and text are already complete or we 
can use your material if appropriate.

National Committees Without 
Chapter Representation 

The nominating committee will attempt to find willing 
candidates to nominate for membership on those national 
committees which will not have representation from our 
chapter after 1986. Anyone wishing to be of service to the 
HPS should contact Larry Smialek at (W) 301-260-4740 or 
(H) 301-586-1580. Those committees with 'vacancies' are: 
Awards	 Manpower and 
Continuing and	 Professional Education 

General Education	 Placement 
Finance	 Publications 
History	 Rules 
Intersociety Liaison	 Scientific and Public Issues 
Long Range Planning 	 Symposia 

Workshop on Indoor Radon 
The Public Information Committee sponsered a one day 

workshop on June 7, 1986 on 'How to Communicate with the 
Public About Indoor Radon Issues.' The workshop was 
attended by 27 Chapter members at facilities provided by the 
Bechtel Power Corporation in Gaithersburg. The morning 
session focussed on the technical aspect of radon with 
presentations by Paul Magno and Tim Krohe of the 
U.S.E.P.A. and Mike Terpilak of Nucleon Lecturn 
Associates. 

In the afternoon, Larry Petcovic of Advanced 
Communication Techniques, led a discussion on communi-
cation topics. Ray Johnson of Communication Sciences 
Institute presented the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator as a way 
of understanding your natural communication style and how 
that relates to preferences of the general public. 

ABHP Preparation Course Not
Offered in 1987 

The chapter did not offer its traditional ABHP examin-
ation preparation course this year because enrollment in 
recent years has been falling off. The demand for the course 
seems to be not quite sufficient to offer the course every year 
according to Stephen McGuire, course director. However, the 
course will definately be offered in 1988. Our apologies to 
anyone who was inconvenienced. 

ABHP Exam Prep Guide for Sale 
The B-W Chapter is offering for sale its study guide for 

preparing for the ABHP exam. For each topic, the guide 
contains suggested reading assignments, references, an outline 
of the topic, and questions for the student to answer. The guide 
is a must if you are studying for the ABHP exam. 

To order a copy, mail a check payable to '13-W Chapter, 
HPS' for $15.00 to Howard Hering, P.O. Box 7532, Silver 
Spring, MD 20907.



TWO RUGGED AND DEPENDABLE 
DIGITAL DOSIMETERS FROM THE 
PIONEER IN DIGITAL RADIATION 
MONITORS. BOTH FEATURE AN 
ACCURATE FOUR DIGIT LED 
DISPLAY AND A LOUD CHIRPER 
AND BOTH MEET ANSI N13.27. 
ALL 'B' MODELS INCLUDE A 
PRESET ALARM. 

n Four Decade Range 
n One mR Increments 
nSelectable Chirp Rate 
n Dose Memory 
n Belt Clip 
n Range Options Available 
n Long Battery Life 
n Economical 

El xErExiNc. 
660 National Avenue 
Mountain View, CA 94043 U.S.A. 
(415) 964-3261 • Cable: XETEX 
TWX 910-379-5010 

Short Course
Basic Radiation Protection 

The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics 
Society will offer its 2 day basic radiological protection course 
on October 21-22, 1987. The course will be taught at the 
National Bureau of Standards, Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

The course is designed for people with little previous 
radiation protection training who want to learn the fundamen-
tals of radiation protection. The course is suitable for radiation 
protection technicians, industrial hygenists interested in radia-
tion protection, lawyers who will deal with radiation litigation, 
secretarial and support staff who work with others who use 
radioisotopes and new research technicians who work with 
radioactive material. 

Topics include but are not limited to: atomic structure, 
radioactive decay, interaction of radiation with matter, biolog-
ical effects of radiation, instruments and dosimetry, using time 
distance and shielding to reduce dose, and protection from 
internal exposure. 

Anyone wishing to receive additional information or an 
application should Contact Howard Hering, P.O. Box 7532, 
Silver Spring, MD 20907 or 933-5352.

Members Honored 
The NRC's highest honor award, the Distinguished 

Service Award, given for 'distinguished service and excellent 
achievements or contributions of major significance that are 
clearly and demonstrably greater than normally would be 
expected,' was presented to: 

Dr. Frank J. Congel, Chief, Reliability and Risk 
Assessment Branch, Division of Safety Review and 

Oversight, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation--for his 
outstanding contributions in implementing and applying 
calculational models and techniques for determining the 
radioactivity released in postulated reactor accidents. Dr. 
Congel made significant contributions to understanding the 
Chernobyl reactor accident by estimating the radioactivity 
released and evaluating the associated doses and health 
effects. 

The Commission's Meritorious Service Award, given in 
recognition of `... meritorius and outstanding achievements or 
services of unusual value which substantially contribute to the 
accomplishment of the NRC's mission or major work 
programs,' was presented to: 

Kitty S. Dragonette, Senior Health Physicist, Office of 
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards.



LOOKING FOR THE 
BEST 

IN THE BUSINESS? 
• INSTRUMENT REPAIR/CALIBRATION • INSTRUMENT SALES • 

• LEAK TESTING • RADIOACTIVE WASTE PACKAGING/DISPOSAL • 
•CONSULTATION • TRAINING • MEDICAL AND LABORATORY SERVICES • 
•SIGNS-LABELS-DECALS • CUSTOM SERVICES TO MEET YOUR NEEDS - 

GIVE RSO, INC. A CALL. 
WASHINGTON (301) 953-2482 

BALTIMORE	 792-7444 

RADIATION SERVICE ORGANIZATION 
711 GORMAN AVENUE • P.O. BOX 1526 

LAUREL, MARYLAND 20707-0953

Health Physics Society 
Baltimore- Washington Chapter 
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