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CALL FOR ARTICLES 
Anyone wishing to express an opin-
ion, make a comment or publish an 
article may send it to either of the 
above addresses.

HEALTH PHYSICISTS AS COMMUNICATORS 
The Baltmore-Washington Chapter's pioneering efforts initiated in 1983, to develop a 

program to train health physicists in communication sciences, are becoming the focus of 
national attention. A meeting of national Health Physics Society officers and representa-
tives of 41 Chapters in Colorado Springs in January, 1985, enthusiastically welcomed and 
encouraged our Chapter's program. Many Chapters also asked if we could assist them in 
presenting similar programs to develop the communication skills of their members. More 
and more health physicists are beginning to ask questions about the extent of our responsi-
bility as communicators and what we are doing that may contribute to the problem or its 
solution. The speakers at our Chapter meetings this year, Ronald Preston, Don Jose, and 
Robin Henderson, have all emphasized the need for better health physics communication 
with our legislators, and with judges and juries. We are discovering, however, that the 
normal training of H.P.s includes very little preparation for effective communication with 
such nontechnical groups, especially when the issues involve value judgements and emo-
tions more than numerical data and technology. 

To address the need for communication training, this Chapter presented a one day 
workshop on Practical Communication Skills for Health Physicists in June 1983. This was 
so well received that a second two day workshop was held at Drayton Center, Worton, 
Maryland in March 1984. Members who attended this workshop enthusiastically recom-
mended that it be expanded to three days and offerred nationally. A group of H.P.s from 
across the country did attend such a workshop at Drayton Center in November, 1984, and 
further added their acclaim to this training program. 

The chapter also supported our Public Information Committee's initiative to present 
part of our communication training program to health physicists at the midyear meeting in 
Colorado Springs. Over 70 H.P.s attended two 2-hour seminars presented by Ray Johnson 
on a quantitative analysis of health physicist's communication strengths and weaknesses. 
This analysis was based on the quantitative results of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
(MBTI). This indicator uses 166 multiple choice questions to provide a measure of our 
natural preferences for gathering data by SENSING (S) or INTUITION (N), for making 
decisions by THINKING (T) or FEELING (F), for how we relate to the world by JUDGING 
(J) or PERCEIVING (P), and for where we get our energy by EXTRAVERSION (E) or 
INTROVERSION (I). Profiles for about 115 H.P.s now show a strong preference for INTJ. 
Persons with these preferences tend to be self confident, decision makers, outstanding in 
research and as executives, hard workers, high achievers, and builders of systems. They 
like to explore concepts, apply theoretical models, and love challenges that require creativ-
ity. As communicators, they are good at generalizing, summarizing, and demonstrating 
concepts. On the other hand, they can also be very independent and single minded. They 
may ignore the views of others and may appear unemotional, cold, dispassionate, demand-
ing, reserved, and unresponsive. They may alo neglect social rituals and may not like to 
waste time in idle dialogue or play. The seminars discussed how these strengths and 
weaknesses may affect communictions with the public. Primarily, the MBTI provides a 
valuable source of self-insight for health physicists to learn how their normal approaches 
may help or hinder communications not only with the public, but also with coworkers and 
families. 

Again the word "enthusiastic" best describes the response of attendees at these 
seminars. Because of the large interest in communication insights available from the MBTI, 
the Program Committee for the annual HPS meeting in Chicago has arranged for additional 
seminars to be presented by our Public Information Committee. The Chapter is also 
planning to present an MBTI Communications Seminar at our own annual meeting in May. 
For Chapter members to get the most benefit from this seminar, Continued on page 2, Communicators.
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Communicators. from page I. 

Chapter members to get the most benefit from this seminar, we 
recommend that you fill out the MBTI forms and return them 
before the May meeting to allow time for scoring the results. The 
cost for the test, scoring, and handout materials will be $10 for 
individuals or $15 for couples (since many spouses have ex-
pressed interests). Copies of the MBTI may be picked up at the 
March and April Chapter meetings or by calling Ray Johnson at 
(703) 557-8610 or Larry Petcovic at (301) 995-3754. 

The Chapter can take pride in its encouragement and support 
of the Chapter's Public Information Committee initiatives to 
provide H.P.s with communication skills. In 5 or 10 years when 
communication sciences become an integral part of training for 
many H.P.s as another area of skills they bring to their jobs, this 
Chapter can reflect with some satisfaction that the movement for 
H.P.s to become communicators started here in 1983. 

Raymond Johnson, Chairman 
Public Information Committee

SURVEY OF COMMUNICATION
NEEDS IN RADIATION

PROTECTION 
Chapter members are invited to assist in a research project 

for the Public Information Committee and for graduate studies at 
the Johns Hopkins University being conducted by Ray Johnson. 
The enclosed survey form is an initial effort to bring together 
some of the hard learned experience of Chapter members regard-
ing communications. The goal is to help identify communication 
problems, what approaches have been used, and what has been 
learned. We realize that many H.P.s have acquired some valuable 
insights in communications but the HPS has no mechanism es-
tablished for transferring those insights to others. Consequently, 
most of us have to learn about communication the hard way by 
trial and error. Responses to this survey will be summarized to 
assist Chapter members who are interested in developing their 
communication skills. 

The back of this survey form also requests your recom-
mendations on the most important points H.P.s should address for 
general audiences. These recommendations will be used for 
assisting the Chapter's Speakers Bureau. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RECERTIFICATION COURSES 
April 8, 1985, 2-6 p.m., Radiation Liability (staff Attor-

neys, Dept. of Justice). 
June 19, 1985, 2-6 p.m., Probability of Causation - Sample 

Problems in Risk Calculations (R. E. Alexander and J. Puskin). 
Both courses will be held in Room P-118, Phillips B.uilding, 

7920 Norfolk Avenue. Bethesda.

CHAPTER PROGRAM FOR 1985 
March 4 - Lauriston Taylor - Claims Avoidance in 

Radiation Management. 
April 4 - James Watson - HPS President-elect. 
May - Ray Johnson - Communication Insights for 

Health Physicists. 
Annual Chapter meeting and Vendor's night. 

REPORT ON FEB. 7, 1985 MEETING 
Robin A. Henderson, J.D. and Donald E. Jose, J.D. gave an 

outstanding overview on radiation litigation to a packed house at 
Michel's Restaurant on Feb. 7, 1985. With Don's recent success-
ful defense of the government in Wichita, Kansas (Johnston vs the 
United States) he and Robin were able to present a lively, thought 
provoking, and challenging view to health physicists on the 
elements of radiation compensation trials. They pointed out that 
four areas are usually litigated: I) radiation dose, 2) risk coeffi-
cents, 3) negligence, and 4) emotional factors. The problems they 
noted for H.P.s in particular are that as expert witnesses, H.P.s 
tend to overkill on technology. Also H.P.s are not very well 
prepared to deal with emotional issues. H.P.s should work more 
closely with lawyers to provide them with the information they 
need to present their cases with clarity and persuasiveness for 
truth to prevail.

CONGRATULATIONS 
We are pleased to congratulate our Chapter Secretary, Larry 

Smialek, for achieving his Power Reactor Certification in 1984. 
Larry is one of only 11 H.P.s to be granted that certificate in 1984. 

Good work, Larry. 

Kudos are also in order for Howard Hering for his outstand-
ing work in publishing the 1984/1985 Membership Handbook. 
This Chapter is very fortunate to have dedicated people like 
Howard, willing to work diligently at the computer keyboard, 
collating and correcting names and addresses and for printing 
such a professional looking handbook. 

Thanks Howard.



"HEALTH PHYSICS AND RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH HANDBOOK" 

Compiled and Edited By:
Bernard Shleien, Pharm. D., Certified Health Physicist, ABHP 

and Michael S. Terpilak, Certified Health Physicist, ABHP 

NEW! UP-TO-DATE! REVISED!
NOW AVAILABLE! LATEST EDITION! 

Supercedes previous radiological health handbooks. 
Nucleon Lectern Associates brings you the Most Current, Most Convenient To Use Handbook 
for the practicing radiation protection professional. 

Published by Nucleon Lectern Associates 

Chapter Titles 

• Estimates of Radiation Doses From Various Sources 
of Exposure 

• Commonly Used Units, Signs, Conversion Factors and 
Constants 

• Rules of thumb and Useful Equations including 
Estimating Exposures From a Radioactive Plume 

• Radiation Protection Guidance, Rules and Regulatio,ns 
• Interaction of Radiation and Matter 

• Exposure and Shielding From External Radiation

• Neutron Sources 
• Radioisotope, Radioactive Decay, and counting data 

• Radiobiological Data 

• Medical Health Physics 

• Operational Health Physics 

• Shipping of Radioactive Materials 

• Non-Ionizing Radiation 

• Sources of Other Useful Data 

• Glossary of Terms 

The format is such that the book can be used as a regular bound volume
or in a loose leaf binder for addition of new information as it becomes available. 

NUCLEON LECTERN ASSOCIATES, INC.
plans to issue supplements when appropriate. 

Order Information 

Nucleon Lectern Associates, Inc. 
3414 — First Avenue 
Suite 7 
P.O. Box 430 
Olney, Maryland 20832



HEALTH RISK COMMUNICATIONS 

A three-day workshop on "Practical Communication 

Skills for Health Physicists" will be held on April 

15-18, 1985, at Drayton Center in Worton, Maryland. 

This workshop is to provide health physicists with 

skills for communicating effectively with the general 

public and radiation workers about radiation hazards. 

Earlier one and two-day workshops developed by the 

Chapter's Public Information Committee have been 

expanded for this offering by health physics and com-

munication experts from the Communication Sciences 

Institute, Advanced Communication Techniques and 

Drayton Center. The workshop will emphasize 1) under-

standing ourselves by means of the Myers-Briggs Type 

Indicator, 2) understanding the public communication 

process by Transactional Analysis Models, 3) communi-

cation strategies, a systems approach, 4) active 

listening skills, 5) simplifying technical concepts

and 6) communication troubleshooting. The workshop 

will include strategies for being authentic and 

creditable, for changing attitudes, for getting ideas 

accepted, for being non-defensive and asking helpful 

questions, for handling critics and hostility, for 

dealing with misconceptions about radiation, and for 

understanding perceptions of risk. 

Earlier participants from private industry, 

universities, and government agencies have acclaimed 

this workshop as excellent, practical, effective, and 

timely for H.P.s today. The fee is $375 for individ-

uals (includes course manual and videotapes) or $325 

for 3 or more from the same office. Drayton Center 

will provide lodging, meals, and refreshments for an 

additional $135. For information call Larry Petrovic 

at (301) 995-3754 or Ray Johnson at (703) 557-8610. 

Health Physics Society
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Baltimore-Washington Chapter 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

"Claims Avoidance
in

Radiation Management" 

Dr. Lauriston S. Taylor
Mr. Thomas G. Hobbs * CRP 
221 Rolling Road 
Gaithersburg, MD

20877 

Tuesday, March 5, 1985 
USUHS 
Bethesda, Maryland
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