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Recently, your Chapter's selected officials and key committee members met to discuss 
our plans for the coming year. I am most impressed by their dedication to serve and their 
ideas. I thought I should share with you some thoughts on areas I would like to see receive 
increased attention by the Chapter members and others who share with us professionalism in 
health physics and radiation protection. 

First, the Chapter must take a more agressive approach to increase its "active" 
membership. Less than a third of our Chapter "handbook" members attend Chapter 
meetings or identify themselves with the Chapter in some other fashion. This fraction is far 
to low to be reflective of the potential the Chapter has to be a voice and advocate for health 
physics in our geographical area and to impact on our national society and its activities and 
policies. In addition, we have far too many members of the national Health Physics Society 
who are not members of the Chapter, even after recognizing the additional benefits of the 
national society such as receiving copies of our fine journal Health Physics. I am especially 
concerned that our Chapter is not reaching out to young health physicists and students, who 
can share their concerns, ambition, and expertise with many of us who have been around so 
long. I have asked Howard Hering, Chairperson of the Membership Committee and Lynn 
Fairobent, Chairperson of the Affirmative Action Committee to address this importanV issue 
and to use the Chapter's fine Newsletter and other means to "rebuild", if you will, our 
membership roster to "active" members. However, each of you can help and I ask that you 
do so. 

Interest in Chapter activities is, of course, highly dependent on our meetings, and 
especially on its professional content. We are indeed fortunate in having Jim Spahn, your 
President-Elect, responsible for this important Chapter activity. A most important topic to 
all in health physics is that of compensation for alleged radiation caused disease and Jim 
intends to highlight this in several of our meetings this year. The wealth of speakers 
available to us in this geographical area is unique among Society Chapters; where else will 
you find such a mixture of academic institutions, industry representatives, professional 
organizations, consultants, lawyers and government agencies that have some common 
interests in radiation protection. Suggest topics and speakers to Jim. I know from experi-
ence how much that helps to formulate a program that has widespread professional 
attractiveness. You will be informed of our programs through the BWCHPS Newsletter, 
which this year is under the experienced hand of Ray Johnson as Editor. (What a fine and 
unique logo we have. ) 
The third area of emphasis I would like to touch-on is that of developing our Affiliate 
Membership program. This development has already resulted in sign-ups of several firms, 
to whom we are most grateful and we intend to continue active pursuit of additional 
members. We believe we have an attractive, low-cost package to offer affiliate members 
and that much is to be gained by our close association. I extend to interested parties a most 
enthusiastic invitation to join or to discuss the possibility with me, Jim Spahn, Larry 
Petcovic, Howard Hering, or Ray Johnson. I also am asking Chapter members to provide us 
with any good leads of potential affiliates. 

In the past, the BWCHPS earned and enjoyed a very prominent position in the national 
activities of radiation protection but we seem to have lost some of this in the more recent 
past. Obviously, we have the professional quality to restore this prominence and our 
Training Committee activities and the sponsorship of the 1983 Annual Meeting in Balti-
more demonstrates this competence, outstandingly. We also have the membership quantity 
and voting capacity to make our impact on the national society felt and we have been 
encouraged by the national society to do so. I ask your participation, help and cooperation in 
emphasizing Chapter activities.

Bill Mills

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 

William A. Mills 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
James A. Spahn 

SECRETARY 
Larry Smialek 

TREASURER 
Donna-Beth Howe 

PAST PRESIDENT 
J. W. Thiessen, M.D. 

EDITOR 
Ray Johnson 
16440 Emory Lane 
Rockville, MD 20853 
(301) 557-8610 



KEN MOSSMAN 

1984 ELDA E. ANDERSON AWARD 
Dr. Kenneth L. Mossman was born in Windsor, Ontario, 

Canada on April 14, 1946. He received the B.S. degree in 
Biology from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan in 
1968. Aided by NIH predoctoral and AEC laboratory participant-
ship fellowships, Ken pursued graduate studies in radiation biolo-
gy and health physics at the University of Tennessee. He received 
the M.S. degree in 1970 and the Ph.D. in 1973. The dissertation 
work was conducted at the Biology Division, Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory under the direction of Professor A.L. Kretchmar and 
involved recovery of lethally irradiated mice by transplantation of 
bone marrow. Immediately upon graduation, Ken joined the 
faculty of Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. as an 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Radiology. He de-
veloped and teaches radiation biology courses in the Medical 
School as well as in the Radiology and Radiotherapy Residency 
programs. Through his innovative efforts, Georgetown Univer-
sity now has model teaching programs in radiobiology as applied 
to diagnostic radiology and radiotherapy. 

Ken's teaching reputation extends beyond Georgetown Uni-
versity. For the past seven years, he has been asked to provide a 
series of lectures in radiobiology and radiation protection to 
Howard University students in radiation therapy technology, 
radiology, and radiotherapy. Ken has also given a number of 
lectures around the country. He is featured in the Media Guide to 
Nuclear Energy Experts which is distributed by the Atomic In-
dustrial Forum. 

In 1978, Ken organized and implemented a Radiation Pro-
tection Program at the Georgetown University main campus. He 
served as Radiation Protection Officer from the initiation of this 
program until 1981. 

Since 1975, Ken has taken an active role in education and 
training matters in the radiation sciences at the national level. 
From 1975 to 1977 he was a member of the Education and 
Training Committee of the Radiation Research Society; from 
1977 to 1979 he served as Chairman of this committee. Under his

direction, this committee conducted the first survey on education 
and training of radiobiologists in the United States and Canada. 
Ken has also served as a member of the Education and Training 
Committee of the Health Physics Society, 1982 to 1983. As a 
member of this committee, he organized and chaired the three 
audio-visual review sessions at the Annual Health Physics Soci-
ety Meeting held in Baltimore, Maryland in 1983. 

Ken's most significant contribution to education and train-
ing in health physics has been the planning, development, and 
implementation of the Graduate Program in Radiation Science at 
Georgetown University. This program, which was approved by 
the Georgetown University Board of Directors in 1982, is the first 
of its kind in the Baltimore/Washington area to offer graduate 
training in medical physics, radiobiology, and health physics. 

Ken is the author or co-author of over 40 articles in the 
scientific literature. He has made noteworthy contributions in the 
area of clinical radiobiology and is recognized as a leading expert 
in the field of radiation effects on the chemical senses. He and 
colleagues at Georgetown University Medical Center were the 
first to publish objective quantitative normal tissue dose response 
curves during radiotherapy for cancer. Ken has also made contri-
butions in the field of radiation effects on pregnancy in the 
radiology and health physics literature. Ken's research interests 
also include public perceptions of risk and risk assessment. 

Since 1982 he has been President of Radiation Services 
Associates of Chevy Chase, Maryland. This consulting firm 
provides expertise in education and training in health physks and 
radiobiology, radiation risk assessment, health physics services, 
and clinical radiobiology. Ken's expertise in radiobiology has 
been utilized in several litigation matters involving radiation 
injury. 

In his spare time, Ken enjoys spectator sports, live theater, 
music, travel and racquetball. He and his wife, Blaire, live in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland. 

SPEAKER'S BUREAU 
The organization of a Speaker's Bureau has traditionally 

been one of the functions of the Public Information Committee. 
This function has not been emphasized for the last couple of years 
during which the focus has been more on the training of health 
physicists in communication skills to prepare for speaking to 
groups. A number of graduates from the Chapter's communica-
tion workshops (described elsewhere in this newsletter), have 
asked about a Speaker's Bureau. Although communication work-
shops will continue to be offerred, we would like to direct our 
efforts further to re-establishing an active Speaker's Bureau. 
Your help is needed. For a Speaker's Bureau to function, we need 
Chapter members who will volunteer as speakers, and we need to 
be notified of needs or opportunities to speak to groups. 

The Chapter has resources available to help speakers, name-
ly, a speakers kit (G-M detector and sources), as well as ex-
perienced speakers to turn to for assistance. New speakers, as 
well as seasoned veterans are welcome. I would like to hear from 
you.

Ray Johnson, Chairman 
Public Information 
703-557-8610

JAMES H. M. AUSTIN DIES; 
25 YEARS IN 

RADIATION SAFETY 
James H.M. Austin, Chief of the Radiation Support Section, 

Radiation Safety Branch, Division of Safety, died August 12 after 
a short illness. He was 52 years old and had been with the NIH 
Radiation Safety program for over 25 years. 

Mr. Austin joined NIH in 1959 as a Physical Science Aid and 
rose to the position of Chief, Radiation Support Section, where he 
had responsibilities for radioactive waste management and 
radioactive materi ils receiving and shipping, as well as operation 
of the "Hot Labs" in Building 21. He spent 4 years in the USAF 
prior to joining NIH. 

Jim Austin is remembered by his coworkers and by the NIH 
research community as a jovial person who was always willing to 
help with both routine and special problems relating to radioactive 
waste and radioactive materials shipments. He was an avid sports 
fan, especially Redskins football. 

He is survived by his wife, Mable, a nurse in the Clinical 
Center, and two daughters, Sharon and Carolyn.
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EDITOR'S DESK 
I would like to begin my new role as Editor of the Chapter 

Newsletter by recognizing the efforts of those who got the News-
letter started about a year ago, namely, John Serabian and How-
ard Hering. John, as Editor, took on the challenge of finding 
writers for the first class articles that we published last year, as 
well as bringing together all of the other materials that make up a 
newsletter. Howard, working quietly behind the scenes, did most 
of the typing for typesetting. He deserves a lot of credit for the 
professional appearance of the Newsletter in regards to layout, 
type style, types ize, and accuracy. In addition, he handles the 
printing, collating, folding, mailing labels, stamping, sorting for 
zip codes, and mailing. 

My goal this year will be to build upon the high quality that 
John established in the first fciur issues of the Newsletter. With the 
continuing and indispensable assistance of Howard Hering, I 
believe I can make a contribution to the goals that Bill Mills 
envisions for the Chapter. However, there is one further neces-
sary ingredient for the success of this endeavor and this is the 
involvement of Chapter members. You can play a key role by 
forwarding newsworthy information of timely interest, especially 
regarding events involving Chapter members. My address and 
phone number are on the front page. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Ray Johnson 

ABHP CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION STUDY 
GUIDE 

The Baltimore-Washington Chapter announces the 
availability of its revised (December 1981) study guide "Prepara-
tion Course for the American Board of Health Physics Certifica-
tion Examination." The guide contains reading assignments, ref-
eween,-StItkiect 406tlines and problems for 25 topics normally 
covered in theVhaptgro4rrep/MtIVK course. Although designed 

N	 • 

as a support dscament for the B-W Chapter's Course, it is useful 
as a guide fort indemident study in preparing for the ABHP # certification examination. 

The guicleis,ava bie for $15.00 (postage included) from: 

Howati-Aering..." 
H	 Associares 
P.O. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20907 

Checks (no purchase orders please) should be made payable 
to: Baltimore-Washington Chapter, Health Physics Society.

HEALTH PHYSICS 
CERTIFICATION REVIEW 
The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics 

Society will be presenting its annual Health Physics Certification 
Review course starting January 3, 1985. 

The course is designed for the Health Physicist who plans to 
take the ABHP exam. Others may attend the course to study 
Health Physics, but they should have some fundamental knowl-
edge of Health Physics. Continuing Education Credit for the 
course has been available in the past, and the 1985 course should 
also qualify for CEU's. 

The following topics will be covered during the course. 

1 - Interaction of Radiation with Matter 
2 - RadioaCtive Decay 
3 - Quantities and Units 
4 - Radiation Protection Standards 
5 - Integrating Dosimetry — Film and TLD 
6 - Neutron and Mixed Field Dosimetry 
7 - Internal Dosimetry 
8 - Bioassay and In-Vivo Counting 
9 - Respiratory Protection 
10 - Shielding 
11 - Instrumentation and Spectroscopy 
12 - Uranium Mining and Milling 
13 - The Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
14 - Environmental Health Physics 
15 - Power Reactor Health Physics 
16 - Accelerator Health Physics 
17 - Medical and Industrial Radiography 
18 - Transportation of Radioactive Materials 
19 - Emergency Response 
20 - Radiation Risk Assessment 
21 - Medical Radioisotope Health Physics 

Lectures will be presented by experts in the subject material. 
Also, short answer questions similar to the ones on Part I of the 
ABHP exam will be given, and Part II questions from previous 
ABHP exams will be solved. Hints on how to take the exam will 
be given. 

COST: $250 per student. A check payable to "Baltimore-
Washington Chapter, HPS" must accompany each application. 

PROBABLE LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland 
DATES: January 3 through May 16, 1985, every Thrusday 

evening from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: November 30, 1984 
SEND APPLICATION AND CHECK TO: 
Dr. Stephen A. McGuire 
6931 Girard Street 
McLean, VA 22101 
Phone (day) (301) 443-7695 

We Thank Our Newest Affiliate Members For Their Support 



P.O. Box 7532 
Silver Spring, MD 20907 

Communication Skills Workshop 

A three-day workshop entitled "Practical Communication 
Skills for Health Physicists" will be held on November 12-15, 
1984, at the Drayton Center in Worton, Maryland. The purpose of 
this workshop is to provide health physicists with practical skills 
for connunicating effectively with the general public about 
radiation hazards. It was originally developed for the Baltimore-
Washington Chapter of the HPS in conjunction with communica-
tions experts from Johns Hopkins University, Advanced Com-
munication Techniques, and Drayton Center. Chapter members 
highly acclaimed the earlier one- and two-day workshops and 
recommended a broader offering to the entire Society. Con-
sequently, the workshop has now been expanded to three days to 
allow more time to practice on actual communication problems 
confronting health physicists. 

The success of these workshops is based on developing and 
reinforcing skills through the practical application of communica-
tion techniques that health physicists can take home and apply 
immediately. It will emphasize: 1) speaking to the public (each 
person will be videotaped and provided copies) 2) understanding 
the public communication process according to Transactional

Analysis models, and 3) building active listening skills for under-
standing the feelings behind people's perceptions of radiation 
risks. Consequently, the workshop will show participants how to 
speak to public groups; how to handle audience questions and 
critics; how to deal with confrontations, hostility, and mis-
conceptions about radiation; how to deal with news reports and 
TV interviews; how to be authentic, non-defensive, and get ideas 
accepted; how to simplify health physics concepts; how to listen 
and ask helpful questions; and how to understand perceptions of 
risk and what is behind people's fears of radiation. To allow for a 
high degree of participation, each workshop is limited to 20 
persons. ABHP Continuing Education Credits have been applied 
for.

The fee for the workshop is $375 for individuals, which 
includes course manual and videotapes, or $325 each for three or 
more participants from the same organization. Drayton Center 
will provide lodging, meals, and refreshments for an additional 
$135. Those interested in attending should contact either Larry 
Petcovic, Ph. 301-995-3754, or Raymond Johnson, Ph. 703-557-
8610. 

Mr. Thomas G. Hobbs * CHP 
221 Rolling Road 
Gaithersburg, MD

20 877

Health Physics Society 
Baltimore-Washington Chapter 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

"Scientific - Legal Aspects 
of

Radiation Induced Cancer" 

Dr. Ronald Preston

Thursday, October 25, 1984 

USUHS 
Bethesda Maryland
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