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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
At the beginning of the new "Chapter year" (or just past that point), it is worthwhile 

to look back at the year behind us, and forward to what's corning. It is, I believe, correct 
to say that the past year has been an uncommonly active one, reflecting the enthusiasm 
and push of President Brodsky. Allen, as most all of you must know, has the ability to 
keep people moving, and the perserverance to get things done. He established a large 
number of committees, convinced that he would find enough people willing to contrib-
ute their talents to the Chapter. He was right. Having had the privilege to be Allen's 
program chairman during the past year, I have become impressed with the genuine 
interest and willingness of a great many members to give considerable amounts of time 
in the support of the. Chapter and the Society. Our hosting of the 28th Annual Meeting 
has received wide praise, and especially the Silver Anniversary Party of the Chapter on 
Sunday night in the Maryland Science Center will not be forgotten by the hundleds of 
conventioneers attending the happening. The 1983 Summer School on Internal 
Dosimetry is another event that demonstrates what the membership of the Chapter is 
able to bring about, not to mention the Certification Review Course, the Basic 
Radiological Health Course, and (another first) the Workshop on Effective Public 
Communications, all of these extremely succesful. Thanks to all the members who have 
given so much of their time and effort in the pursuit of excellence! And a special 
Thank-you to the committee and subcommittee chairmen and chairwomen who have 
made last year such a resounding success. 

I cannot promise you a year of such eminence as the previous one. But I can 
guarantee that it will be a worthwhile year, one that will demonstrate the same qualities 
that characterized the one behind us: enthusiasm and professionalism. It is my firm 
belief that the life of the Health Physics Society manifests itself in the activities of the 
chapters. The Baltimore-Washington Chapter will, again, prove that belief to be true. 
The extensive activities in the field of public education, started by Allen Brodsky; will 
be continued and intensified. Program Chairman Bill Mills has begun to organize a 
series of presentations devoted to that subject, leading off with Ray Johnson's talk on 
Health Physicists as Communicators that took place on October 18. The efforts by John 
Serabian and his crew to establish a Chapter Newsletter will come to fruition, as 
evidenced by this first 'complete' edition. Other committee chairmen have equally lofty 
plans, as will be evidenced in the months to come. Above all: you, the members, have 
to keep us on our toes! Let us know your thoughts and ideas. Do not hesitate to be 
critical. This Newsletter is open to every member, whatever he or she has to say (well, 
within limits, of course!). Following up on an initiative started by Allen Brodsky, I 
intend to meet regularly with the Chairs of the Committees and Subcommittees, and I 
have asked Gail Schmidt and his Rules Committee to evaluate the possibility of creating 
an Executive Council to advise the Executive Committee on a regular basis. You will 
hear from us more on this subject later. 

It will be a great year!
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LOGO CONTEST 

The Chapter is looking for its own distinctive 
Logo. Submit your ideas or sketches to Howard 
Hering, P.O. Box 7532, Silver Spring, MD 
20907.

Joop W. Thiessen



Thanks a Million! ! ! 

I thank the multitude of BWHPS members who did a tremendous job in making the Baltimore HPS meeting a great 
success. Everyone I talked to thought it was the most enjoyable meeting and the best facility in recent years. We had 
1939 attendees, more than twice what we expected when we first planned the meeting. Those who attended the meeting 
t-an attest to the ideal setting of Baltimore and its Convention Center. 

In particular a lot of credit goes to the members of the Local Arrangements Committee. The Sunday night 25th 
Anniversary Party was LARRY PETCOVIC's extravaganza - rain and all. GAIL SCHMIDT's program was an all time 
success, and he was much more successful than Larry in his weather manipulations. Every seat was filled for the Awards 
Luncheon and JIM MALARO received a goodly number of compliments for his menu selection and flowers. JIM SPAHN 
succeeded in eliminating the confusion of the hotel convention center combo and repeatedly managed to stick his finger 
in the dike before disaster happened. ED TUPIN, as Vice-chairman, filled in everywhere - he must have some Dutch in 
his finger too. The most visible part of KITTY DRAGONETTE's glamor public relations job were the colorful daily 
newsletters - she refuses to tell about her TeTe-A-TeTe with the VIP's. The popularity of KEN FERLIC's education 
program and RALPH SHUPING's technical tours speak for themselves - tickets were very hard to get. BILL WEBBER's 
visual and gourmet touches at the National Aquarium mad the Night Out the highlight of the social program. Last, but 
not least, was JIM STAFFORD - the man who was everywhere worrying about all the details of keeping the technical 
meetings going smoothly. 

Many more gave their talent and enthusiasm to making this a successful meeting. Some, but far from all of these 
are; Charles Willis, Judith Foulke, Pat Vacca, Kathleen Schneider, James Schneller, Hal Peterson, John Devanney, 
Stan Wadsworth, Bob Johnson, Kathy Yasko, R. Pettijohn, plus many whose help was unforgettable but whose names 
have been. 

For anyone who had a job that needs to be done I sincerely recommend any of the above. 
Les Slaback 

It was a "Mickey Mouse" project 
Charlie Osterberg 

It was a dream come true. An energy source that provided electricity night and day, summer or winter, windy or calm. And yetp was 
renewable, generated only small amounts of electricity, with no thermal pollution or smoke. 

The "small is beautiful" crowd was ecstatic. But most support came from the farmers, for this technique could eliminate the grain glut and 
drive up farm prices. Even the Dept. of State was pleased, because it did away with the problem of how to sell grain to the Russians while 
asking the rest of the world to cut off trade. Now, with no grain to export, we could set an example for the Europeans and practice what we 
preached. 

Congress naturally was pleased to have so many problems solved at one time, and made grain available at low cost. A scare came when 
Senator Proxmire nominated the project for his Golden Fleece award, on the grounds that everybody knew that mice preferred cheese. A 
compromise was reached, with the mouse diet specified to be "grain with not less than 50 percent cheese or milk solids, 75 percent of which 
must come from the state of Wisconsin." With this agreement the first demonstration plant was built posthaste. The power plant, called the 
Mega-Mouse Mini-Watt Power Plant (M3WP2), was quickly named "Mouse Power" by the Washington Post, for want of a better acronym. 
Supporters on the hill called it "Many Mouse", which led to some detractors, mostly in the defunct nuclear industry, to refer to it as the "Mickey 
Mouse" Project. 

Things started well. The demonstration plant was quickly built. The turbine was a conventional generator of one-half Megawatt rating, 
and the treadmill was an old giant Ferris wheel, modified so that the million mice (one Mega-Mouse) needed to turn it could run all at once—a 
giant treadmill, which turned the generator and lit the lights. Surely it was the cheapest government project on record. The Ferris wheel had 
been confiscated by the IRS, the generator was from Japan, and all of the mice were obtained from medical research projects that had been 
terminated due to budget cuts. The grain, of course, was surplus as was the cheese, which came in five pound blocks from various 
government storage sites. 

Though tests of this high technology operation were successful, and some power was generated, protests were raised immediately by 
the Humane Society. They agreed with the concept, but felt that three shifts would be mandatory if the plant were to operate 24 hours per day. 
While the M3WP2 Corporation, the plant operators, resisted on the grounds that it would triple fuel costs, making it no longer competitive with 
other renewable resources, Congress was delighted. With three times as much grain and cheese requirements, they could now justify 
increased subsidies to farmers to "keep the electricity flowing and the economy booming." 

Then EPA got into the act. The disposal of tons of mouse manure was clearly a new problem that required an environmental impact 
study. The environmentalists wanted to put it back on land. "Complete the cycle," was their rallying cry. But there clearly were no good 
published data on the impact of mouse manure on the underground water supply, and well owners in the area were alarmed. One house 
owner several blocks from the plant got lots of publicity on TV by showing mouse droppings in a glass of well water. And, although EPA 
scientists determined they were not from the Mouse Power Project, the damage had been done. 

Another sticking point was the smell. Although the downwind effluent from the plant did not obscure the vision, it certainly had a 
distinctive odor that most found unpleasant. EPA certified that the air downwind passed all Clean Air Standards, as amended, and did not 
pose a threat to human health. But they did admit that they could not promise that the mercaptans, which they determined caused the bad 
odor. would not cause lung cancer or emphysema some thirty years hence. 

It was the labor unions, however, who dealt this advanced technology a death blow, by insisting on 15 minute rest breaks for the mice 
every hour. Engineers at the M3WP2 Corporation calculated that to maintain the continuous source of electricity their license called for, while 
giving restbreaks, would require a doubling of the number of mice. So, what started out as a legitimate one mega-mouse one-half megawatt 
project had now grown into a feather-bedding six mega-mouse make work project. With electricity rates up to 25 cents per kilowatt and still 
rising fast. M3WP2 Corporation filed for bankruptcy. 

It was just as well. Two days later OSHA ruled that pregnant mice could not be forced to work after the second trimester.



THE MEETING 

Wednesday, November 16, 1983 

W.R. Grace 
Washington Research Center 
Clarksville, Maryland 
(Take U.S. 29 North to Rt. 32 West; two miles, on right) 

Gourmet Dinner 
Salad and Tomato juice
	

Rolls & butter 
Sauerbraten with dumplings

	
Coffee, tea, milk 

Red cabbage
	

Cheesecake 
Mixed Vegetables 

$10.00 (to be paid at the meeting) 

6:00 p.m. Social Hour 
7:00 p.m. Gourmet dinner 
8:00 p.m. Mr. Les Ramsey 
Atomic Industrial Forum 
"Radiation Education" 

DATE: 

PLACE: 

PROVISIONS: 

COST: 

PROGRAM: 

RESERVATIONS: 

SECURITY 
ARRANGEMENTS:

Please call Jean Dunkel at (301) 427-4353 by Tuesday, November 8. 

Be prepared to sign in at the W.R. Grace facility 

THE SPEAKER 

Mr. Ramsey's background and experience 
make him well suited in communicating scientific 
details to non-technical individuals. He has a B.S. 
and M.Ed. in Physics. He also has taught high 
school science and has been actively involved in 
the American Nuclear Science Teacher's 
Association. Since 1980, Mr. Ramsey has been 
the Education Services Manager at the Atomic 
Industrial Forum.

THE TOPIC 

Mr. Les Ramsey will continue our ditcussion 
on educating the public the public about radiation. 
He will discuss the efforts of the Atomic 
Industrial Forum to educate the public and in 
particular, what the A.I.F. has been doing in the 
public school sector. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
*	 * **	 **	 ** 

A senior supervisory position should be available soon at the National Bureau of Standards. The assign-
ment includes management of an applied/research program in Health Physics with professional and technical 
staff at a large research reactor. The position is programmed for the GM-13/14 level. Contact T. Hobbs at (301) 
921-2247, or send resumes or SF-171's to Health Physics, Room C125, Bldg. 245, National Bureau of Standards, 
Washington, D.C. 20234.

* 
**	 **	 ** 

HEALTH PHYSICS TECHNICIAN. (About 1 January 1984). The Catholic University of America. Full time. 
Entry level; no health physics experience required. Education: B.S. in a related science field. Duties: Assist RSO 
in operating the university radiation protection program, including environmental radiation surveys, in-
strument calibration, radioactive waste control, AND be accepted for and pursue the degree of Master of 
Science in Health Physics as a part-time student at Georgetown University. Contact Warren Keene, RSO, Tel. 
(202) 635-5206



Committee on Program, Social & Publicity 

As President-elect of our chapter, I have the responsibility of chairing the 
committee on program, social and publicity. Fortunately, publicity and profes-
sional relations actually will be in the competent hands of John Serabian and 
Bill Walker as chairmen of the subcommittees on publicity and interprofessional 
relations, respectively. Joining them and me are Debbie Bozik, Steve Booth, 
and Norman McElroy. Thanks, colleagues! 

Our plans are to have five meetings of the chapter during the 1983-1984 year -
October 18th (already held), November 16th, February or March, April, and May. 
At a few of the meetings emphasis of the program will be on problems of public 
education - how we do it, what communications approach we should take, and what 
is the message we wish to convey. At the meeting in October fellow chapter 
member Ray Johnson gave us some very helpful hints on how health physicists can 
improve as communicators. At the November'. meeting Les Ramsey of the Atomic 
Industrial Forum will present his ideas on "education" relating to the nuclear 
industry. I am hoping to have a well known physician in nuclear medicine 
address this issue at one of the three remaining meetings. No special plans 
are yet finalized for the future meetings - however, they are likely to be more 
technical but still of general interest. One of which will be a visit, I hope, 
by our National Society's President-elect, Dr. Bill Bair. I would especially 
like to make the May meeting a first class affair with topic and speaker that 
goes well with any non-health physics guests and a good gourmet meal. 

Join us and bring a guest! You owe it to yourself and your chosen profession. 

Bill Mill s 

ADVANCED HEALTH PHYSICS REVIEW COURSE 
The Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society will be presenting its annual prepara-
tion course for the ABHP Certification Exam starting January 4, 1984 and lasting through May 16. 

This course is designed for the professional health physicist who is qualified to take the ABHP exam or is 
expecting to take the exam within the next two years. Other individuals may apply for the course since it 
provides an opportunity to gain updated information in several specific areas of health physics. Continuing 
Education Credit for the CHP has been available in the past and the 1984 course should also qualify for 
CEU's. 

The course will concentrate on two basic methods to cover the material. Individual topics will be presented 
by guest lecturers who are considered to be experts in the subject material, and actual Part 2 questions from 
previous ABHP exams will be solved and discussed. 

The course will be held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

For further information contact Dr. Stephen McGuire at (H) 301-654-8167 or (W) 301-443-7942.



	 DATA POINTS 	  

More on Radioiodine 
Bernie Shleien has mitten in about the previous edition's discus-

sion on the efficacy of potassium iodide use in radiation emergencies. 
I The following is excerpted from the article he sent.) There is general 
agreement that it allows greater than 90 percent blocking of radioactive 
iodine uptake by the thyroid gland. A substantial benefit (50 percent) is 
attainable if administered up to three or four hours after acute expo-
sure.

The FDA on the basis of human data) has concluded that the risks 
of radioiodine-induced thyroid nodules or cancer at a projected radia-
tion dose of 25 rem or greater to the thyroid gland from radioiodines 
released into the environment outweigh the risks from the short-term 
use of relatively low doses of potassium iodide for thyroid blocking in a 
radiation emergency. 

According to information from the Conference of Radiation Con-
trol Program Directors, state emergency plans have addressed potas-
sium iodide supply as follows: 

• Stockpile for use by emergency workers: 31 states 
• Stockpile for public use, but do not pre-distribute: 6 states 
• Pre-distribute to public immediately residing around a nuclear 

plant: 1 state 
* Adopted a position not to use for anyone: 4 states 
• Adopted a position not to use for the general public only: 5 states 

REVIEWS 

Tom Hobbs has written the 
national Health Physics Society 
newsletter about a new periodical 
Radiation Protection Management, 
asking for a review. Any reviews 
sent to the chapter newsletter 
would be appreciated. 

Next issue:

industrial radiography. 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY SEMINAR SERIES 

Date
	

Topic 

November 9 

November 16 

December 14

The Federal Government's Role in Medical Radiation Protection (Mark Barnett, 
National Center for Devices and Radiological Health). 

Clinical Medical Physics (Dr. James Dye, Director, Medical Physics, Fairfax 
Hospital). 

Radiation Standards Before the Atomic Energy Era (Dr. Lauriston S. Taylor, 
Honorary President, NCRP). 

Time: 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Refreshments 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Speaker presentation 

Place: Georgetown University, Gorman Auditorium 

If you would like to attend or need additional information, please contact Ken Mossman at 
625-8294.

HELP! 
Planchet holders needed for a Picker Magnachanger 

Contact Warren Keene 635-5206



FUN CRUISE WITH 1984 NATIONAL HPS MEETING 
Arrangements have been mad for discount prices on a Western Caribbean Cruise Package to commence on 
June 9, 1984 immediately following the 1984 New Orleans National HPS meeting. For those of us 
emotionally drained by certification exams, committee meetings and society business, a week of fun and 
relaxation on a cruise will be "just what the doctor ordered". 

Free airfare (from selected U.S. cities) with a stopover in New Orleans to attend the HPS meeting is all 
included. Monthly Payment plans (with no interest to you) is also available upon request. All that is 
necessary is a $200 per person deposit at this time to hold your reservation. 

Those who wish to sign up and hold a reservation should contact the following travel agency directly: 

Classic Travel (ATTN: Dorothy Nugent) 
2526 Berryessa Road 
San Jose, CA 95132 
(408) 258-5556

ox 7532	 - 

ng, MD 20907 

1 -USA 
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