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"One of the many tasks of the President-elect, before he becomes President, is to

propose to the Board of Directors a listing of Society members to fill vacancies on all
of the standing committees. About 35 vacancies occur each year as a result of members
completing their terms of office. In order to get the advice of our membership on these

important selections, early in February I wrote to each Chapter President and Committee

Chairman inviting them to send to me the names of those who wished to serve on our com-
mittees. In each letter was the sentence : "I hope you will make my job more difficult
by promptly sending in any suggested names and ideas."

To make a long tale short, I found I was in for some difficulty. To fill the 36 ap-
pointments I received over 115 recommended names. This is the kind of difficult and still

very encouraging, type of activity I enjoy. I do appreciate the fact that so many are will-
ing to serve, and I am only sorry that I couldn't in some way use all the names. A listing
of the officers and standing committees for 1970-71 is included in the Newsletter.

The "new" Board met on July 2 during our annual meeting in Chicago. During the four
hours in session we covered a great number of business items. I will not attempt to cover

them all, some are reported in greater detail in other sections of the Newsletter.

1. The Board approved the proposed appointments for the standing committees for the

coming year.

2. In accordance with our by-laws, the Board approved a resolution establishing the

Executive Committee consisting of the five officers of the Society. This committee can
carry out some of the functions of the Board during the period when the Board is in adjourn-

ment. By this action Board meetings may be shortened, and also some activities may be ac-
complished in a more expeditious manner (see item 3). The formation of the Executive
Committee does not take the place of the Board; it is directly accountable to the full Board
of Directors.

3. The Board approved a motion whereby an action can now be taken by mail ballot of
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its members. In the past our rules indicated action could only be taken at a meeting of
the Board. We now have a mechanism to hopefully act rather rapidly if the occasion arises.

4. We had a detailed discussion on the amount of dues for the year. In a way we are
fortunate that the dues remain the same. However, I am not certain how long this situation
will continue. Russ Cowing explains in more detail in his report.

5. The Board reaffirmed an action of a previous one to host the Third Congress of the
International Radiation Protection Association in Washington, D.C., September 9-14, 1973.

6. Contracts were approved for Pergamon Press to continue to publish our Journal
Health Physics, and for Professional Associates to handle arrangements for our annual meet-
ings. Contract periods are for five years and one year, respectively.

7. The budget for 1970-71 was approved with few modifications from what was presented
by our treasurer, Bob Zimmerman.

These few items are by no means all the Board accomplished on July 2. They are pre-
sented to give you some idea of the activities of your Directors, and there is no intention
on my part to slight the fine work of others who reported at the meeting.

Several members of our Society have asked me if they could attend Board of Directors'
meetings. The answer, in most all instances, is "yes," if we have the room to seat the
members. There are times when the Board by necessity may have to hold executive sessions,
but these should be relatively rare occasions. Perhaps some of the chapters can send rep-
resentatives to our next meeting to be held in Idaho Falls on November 3, during the Mid-
year Symposium.

There are many items that I sincerely hope will be accomplished in the coming year.

For one, our membership should be on the increase, this, of course, means also our affil-
iates. Although it may be an old and worn cliche to some, our Society is dynamic, it is
contributing to science, to research, to better standards, and our Journal is outstanding.
On these facts, and with the backing of the Board of Directors, I plan to respectfully re-
quest of Dr. Phillip Handler, President of the National Academy of Sciences, that the Health
Physics Society become affiliated with the Academy and the National Research Council.

I look forward to a most interesting year for our Society."

Claire C. Palmiter

President

1970 ANNUAL MEETING

It is the opinion and observations of your Executive Secretary that the Fifteenth Annual
Meeting of the Health Physics Society which was held in Chicago June 28-July 2 was very suc-
cessful. In talking with the attendees during various breaks in the program everyone seemed
to be pleased with the papers that were presented and the method of presentation. Of course
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the old problem of poorly organized lantern slides reared its ugly head many times but
this seems to be an old problem with any meeting.

The exhibitors were quite happy with the interest shown by the members in the exhibit
area.

In order to present to the membership some idea of the attendees to this Annual Meet-
ing I have listed the following: members 476, non-members 99, students 40, 1-day 34,
2-day 23, 3-day 2, wives 91, children 11, press 21, guests 14, monitors 11 and exhibitors
121 which made a total of 943.

A thank you for a job well done must go to William B. Rivkin, Local Arrangements Com-
mittee Chairman and his Co-chairman Herman Cember, and of course all those who took part
in the various facets of organizing a smoothly running Local Arrangements Committee.

The Program Committee under the Chairmanship of William J. Bair did a very outstand-
ing piece of work in arranging the sessions and fitting the papers in the correct order
for each session.

I take this opportunity to thank all those who participated in making our Fifteenth
Annual Meeting a success.

IDAHO MIDYEAR SYMPOSIUM

The next highlight of the Health Physics Society for the year 1970 will be the Mid-
year Symposium to be held in Idaho Falls November 3-6. From what I can gather from the
hard working Committee it would be well for those members of the Society who wish to attend
this Symposium to get their reservation in real early. On July 2nd Charles A. Pelletier

reported on the progress of the Midyear Symposium. At that time he indicated that the Com-
mittee had received approximately sixty-five Abstracts and it looked as though there would
be somewhere between sixty and seventy papers to be presented at the Symposium. This of
course does not include the contributed papers, and during my last meeting with Charlie he
indicated that he would like to have approximately thirty contributed papers to the Symposium.

Many members have been querying the office of the Executive Secretary regarding the
temperature in Idaho Falls during the first week in November. I have received the following

information from B. R. Baldwin: "The normal temperature range in latter October and early
November is 21° (night-time low) to 50° (day-time high) . The normal minimum wind chill is
equivalent to 0°F. Precipitation is not expected. There will be minor amounts of snow
above the 7000 ft elevation, and 2 or more ft of snow above 8500 ft. The elevation if Idaho
Falls is approximately 4900 ft. The weather will be exhilerating, the visibility excellent,

and the scenery magnificent. This is the best time of the year to visit Yellowstone Nat-
ional Park. Bring your cameras. The ladies' program includes a trip to Jackson, Wyoming
and Teton National Park."

I know all the members of the Health Physics Society are real Americans and take ad-
vantage of our democratic form of government so I must inform those who are going to attend
this Symposium that they had better secure absentee ballots, because November 3 is Election
Day.
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INFORMAL CHATTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Those who attended the Fifteenth Annual Meeting were informed that the dues for the
calendar year 1971 would remain the same as for 1970; that is $10. As I look at the $10
I have to break it down into two categories. The first category is the actual dues amount
paid by each member which is $4. $6 of the $10 covers the yearly subscription to the Health
Physics Journal; consequently the Society has to base its operation on a $4 figure.

Rather than leave the members of the Society in the dark as to what the $4 covers, I
have prepared the following items of interest, and I have titled this section "Some figures
as I see them."

Students, Corresponding, Associate & Full Members (Based on 3000 members)

Handbooks, in members hands $ 1.61 per member

Collection of dues .26 " "

Ballots .30 " "

Newsletters - 6 per year @0.42 2.52 ". "

4.69 per member

$4.00 dues for Associate & Full

$5.00 dues for Students & Corresponding

XXXXXXXXXXXX

H. P. Journal

Approximately 2830 @$6.00 $16

Approximately 125 no pay less

16

Journal budget less 9

Possible income 6

980.00

750.00

230.00

580.00

650.00

XXXXXXXXXXXX

Society's total cost of H. P. Journal $10,330.00

10,330/2830 3.66

(Or out of each $10.00 paid for dues $8.35 is consumed by the above items, leaving the
remainder for other expenses)

The 1st section presents some of the cost items per year and shows the cost per mem-
ber for these items.

The 2nd section deals with the Health Physics Journal and assuming that the Society
can retain $6, or the subscription cost, we work this through and find that a possible
income of $6,650 can be realized from the Journal.

The last two lines indicate that the Society may realize an income of $1.65 per mem-
ber for other expenses.
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INFORMAL CHATTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ( CONT.)

While on the subject of dues I took eight societies. These societies are a cross-

section of science and physics and listed their dues, and I found that the maximum was $30
with a minimum of $10. The mean for the eight societies was $18.95. It so happens that

the Health Physics Society is the one with the minimum dues of $10.

Over the past ten years I have many times listened to members bemoan the operation of
the Society by the various Boards of Directors. I must say that each Board has had the

member in mind when keeping the expenses to a minimum and thus being able to maintain a
yearly dues of $10; in fact this figure has not changed over the past ten years.

Not all the members of the Society are able to attend an Annual Meeting and have the
advantage of hearing the reports of the various officers of the Society. At each Annual

Meeting I present the membership standing as of June 1st of that year. As of June 1, 1970

the Society consisted 2,781 Full members, 97 Associate members, 36 Affiliate members and

132 Student members. It has always been the policy of the Baird to consider those members

in North America as being composed of the United States, Canada and Mexico. On this basis
there were 2,891 members in North America. Our overseas membership, which contains all

those members who have addresses such as APO, FPO and foreign countries, there were 226.

For the past several years the membership of the Society has been fluctuating 2% or
3% above or below the figure of 3,000. This seems to be the saturation point for this

type of Society.

As the Board readily knows, there comes a time in the year when this office is com-

pelled by the By-laws to notify members who have not paid their dues and thus terminate
their membership unless they take steps to reinstate themselves. During the first part

of March termination notices were sent to 200 plus members, stating that they had a choice
of ignoring this notice, or they could reinstate themselves by paying the annual dues of
$10 plus a $1 reinstatement fee. As of June 7, 1970 only 23 of these delinquents have rein-
stated themselves.

Why did we have to send 200 plus termination notices during the first part of March?
Is it forgetfulness on the part of members that they did not pay their dues, or is it that
they are no longer associated in the field of Health Physics, or do they feel that they do

not get anything for their dues cost? We probably will never find the answer to these
questions, but it would be interesting, from my standpoint at any rate, to know why these
people became classed as delinquents.

NEW MEMBERS

Many times I am asked--what does the Membership Committee do? To be frank, I do not
know. The ground rules, as laid down in the By-laws and in the rules of the Society, do
not state definitely the mode of operation of the Membership Committee, but someone, prob-
ably individual members or Chapters, have been acting as individual Membership Cormnittees,
because from June 1, 1969 to June 1, 1970 we gained 331 new members. There is the possi-
bility that the Society will gain 34 new members within the next two months. This is based
on the fact that as of June 1 there is in process 34 applications.
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ADDRESS CHANGES

The membership of the Society seems to be moving around quite a good deal as we
had 850 changes of address from June 1, 1969 to June 1, 1970.

DISEOLVING THE HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK

I have been reporting at many Board Meetings that this has been a slow process of
dissolving the Society, as incorporated in the State of New York. I can now report that
as of June 11 I forwarded to Attorney Steadman all the necessary information that the firm
of Strong, Golden and Robinson (attorneys in Schenectady) require for the dissolution of
corporation in New York State. It is Mr. Steadman's opinion that this can be carried out
without any difficulties.

HEALTH PHYSICS TECHNICIANS

Recently I reported to the Board my thoughts regarding the category of membership to
be known as Health Physics Technicians. At that time I did not know that the American
Board of Health Physics were considering the possibility of instigating a Health Physics
Technicians certification.

During recent conversations with the Chairman of the Board I am informed that they
would gladly undertake the problems of setting up an examination of this type provided
that the Society would have a membership classification in the same vein. It is quite
possible that the Chairman of the American Board of Health Physics in his report will ex-
pand on this subject.

The membership will be hearing more about the Health Physics Technicians class and
their certification as soon as the results of Ron Kathren's report is submitted and ac-
cepted by the Board of Directors. Ron has been making a study of this problem and he hopes
to have a report ready in the near future.

WHO READS THE HEALTH PHYSICS JOURNAL?

Based on the circulation figures for the year 1968 as compiled by Pergamon Press, the
breakdown of the associations societies and libraries are as follows: members of the

Health Physics Society 2915, members of the International Radiation Protection Association
680, Industrial Library Subscribers 789 and Educational Library Subscribers 237, Gratis &
Exchange 190.

Realizing that many of the members of the Health Physics Society have often wondered
whether or not to publish in the Health Physics Journal because they did not know its cir-
culation, I am presenting the above as an indication of its total coverage.
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INFORMATION FROM WASHINGTON VIA OAK RIDGE

I have been alerted that Senate Bill 3973 titled "A Bill to amend the Public Health

Services Act to Provide for the Protection of the Public Health from unnecessary Medical

Exposure to Ionizing Radiation," has in its wording " the Health Physics Society is a pro-

fessional organization."

It is quite possible that many of our members will obtain copies of this bill from

their senators or representatives.

JIM HART HONORED BY HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY

The following is a letter presented to Jim Hart and signed by J. Newell Stannard,
President (1969-70) and the Board Members: "There have been many individuals in the

course of the history of the Health Physics Society who have contributed much to the So-

ciety in a variety of ways. Some have been active only for a short time, others have con-

tinued to support the Society in one way or another over a long period. You are clearly

among the latter. The officers and other members of the Board of Directors want to thank

you and congratulate you for all the fine work you have done in furthering the objectives

of our Society. You were instrumental in getting the Society off-the-ground as an organ-

ization. You have served on the Board of Directors, on many committees, and as a consult-

ant to others. You have been available and cheerfully generous with help in legal matters,

indispensible to our operations. With the help of another of the first health physicists

you brought about our incorporation in New York State and our more recent incorporation in
Tennessee.

Your many duties with regard to the formation and continued success of the Internat-
ional Radiation Protection Association reflect not only your own versatility but on on our

Society as one of the founders of IRPA. From the day of the Provisional Executive Council,

through Rome in 1966, and Brighton, England this year, your counsel has been most needed,

used, and helpful.

We all earnestly hope that the younger members of our Society will look upon your rec-
ord as an incentive to their contributions in the future. We also hope that you will con-
tinue to serve the Health Physics Society as you have in the past. We depend upon men like

Jim Hart to make the Society a sound organization and a great one."

HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY HONORS RADIOLOGICAL CHIEF JOHN C. VILLFORTH

John C. Villforth, Director of the Environmental Health Service's Bureau of Radiolog-

ical Health, on 7/1/70 received the Health Physics Society's Annual Elda E. Anderson Me-

morial Award for outstanding achievements in health physics.

The presentation was made by Dr. Wright Langham, Immediate Past President of the So-
ciety, at its 15th annual banquet. The award certificate commends Mr. Villforth for "tech-

nical and administrative abilities which have resulted in his making outstanding contribut-

ions to the U.S. Air Force, the Public Health Service, and the profession of Health Physics.
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As head of the Bureau of Radiological Health, Mr. Villforth is responsible for man-
aging the Federal radiological health program, including the control of electronic prod-
uct radiation. The program is conducted in headquarters officers and laboratories in
Rockville, Maryland, three area laboratories, and nine regional offices.

Mr. Villforth joined the Public Health Service in 1961 as a commissioned officer, be-
coming Chief of the Radiation Surveillance Network for monitoring radiation levels from
nuclear-test fallout.

Between 1963 and 1969, when he became the youngest director of a national radiological
health program, Mr. Villforth served as Chief of the Radioactive Materials Section, State
Assistance Branch, and Deputy Chief and later Chief of the Medical and Occupational Radia-
tion Program. During this period, he promoted the control of radium and other radioactive
materials not under the regulatory authority of the Atomic Energy Commission.

Mr. Villforth worked on radiological health problems while serving in the U.S. Air
Force from 1954 to 1961. He was the first Commander of the U.S. Air Force Radiological
Health Laboratory. He attained the rank of captain and was awarded the Air Force Commend-
ation Medal.

Mr. Villforth was born in Reading, Pennsylvania. He received his B.S. degree in san-
itary engineering in 1952 and his Master's degree in 1954 at the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity. He also received a Master's degree in physics in 1958 at Vanderbilt University.

He is on the board of directors of the Health Physics Society and President of the
Society's Baltimore-Washington Chapter. He also is a member of the American Public Health
Association and the American Conference on Government Industrial Hygienists and has served
on several committees of the American National Standards Institute.

Mr. Villforth, his wife
ville, Maryland.

, and their three children reside on Harrington Road, Rock-

NEWS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF HEALTH PHYSICS

On June 29, 1970, oral examinations were administered by the Board and its Panel of
Examiners to fourteen candidates in Chicago, Illinois. Nine of the candidates were granted
certification. They are: William H. Carlton, George E. Chabot, Jr., Aubrey V. Godwin,
James M. Hardin, Monte Hawkins, Joe E. Logsdon, William B. Sayer, Thomas A. Steele,
Francis J. Wiedenmann. Our congratulations to each of these men:

At the Board's Annual Meeting in Chicago on June 28, 1970, the following officers
were elected for one year terms beginning January 1, 1971: H. Wade Patterson, Chairman;
E. Dale Trout, Vice-Chairman; and William C. Reinig, Secretary-Treasurer. Commencing on

the same date, Bryce L. Rich will become Chairman of the Panel of Examiners and Michael S.
Terpilak will begin a third term as Panel Vice-Chairman.

In anticipation of these changes, the Board has indicated that requests for applicat-
ion forms and the submission of completed certification applications should be mailed to:
H. Wade Patterson, American Borad of Health Physics, Bldg. 72, Lawrence Radiation Labor-

atory, Berkeley, Calif. 94720.
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SYMPOSIA COMMITTEE

The committee met formally on June 11, 1969 in Pittsburgh, and on January 28, 1970
in Louisville. A meeting was held on June 29, 1970 during the Annual Meeting of the So-
ciety in Chicago.

During the year, four proposals for the Fifth Topical Symposium were reviewed in
detail. These proposals were received from the Columbia, Eastern Idaho, Florida and New
England Chapters. On the basis of topic, location, and arrangements, the Eastern Idaho
proposal for a symposium on "Health Physics Aspects of Nuclear Reactor Siting" was chosen
and recommended to the Board of Directors for approval.

To solicit proposals for future symposia, information sheets were distributed to
all local Chapters during May, 1970. These sheets, which were in the form of brief
questionnaires, specifically asked each Chapter to indicate whether or not it was in-
terested in sponsoring a symposium during the next three years. Those Chapters that re-
spond positively will be followed-up and assisted in preparation of formal proposals.

Paul L. Ziemer, Chairman

FIFTH ANNUAL ACCELERATOR HEALTH PHYSICS TRAINING COURSE

The Fifth Annual Health Physics Training Course will be given at the Lawrence Rad-
iation Laboratory in Berkeley, California, from February 24 to March 25, 1971.

Precise details of the schedule of lectures and practical studies are fixed after
the background and needs of the students are known, but the general topics discussed will
include:

1. Fundamental physics of particles, radiation fields, and particle accelerators.

2. Radiation environments of particle accelerators.

3. Biological effects of radiation and radiation safety standards.

4. Practical aspects of the measurements of accelerator radiation fields: theory
and application of radiation detectors and the interpretation of their readings.

5. Accelerator shielding.

6. Environmental problems due to accelerators: induced activity of and damage to
structural materials, induced activity of gases and liquids.

7. Health physics administration at accelerators.

The course will consist of approximately 60 hours of lecture material, supplemented
by an equal time spent in practical applications--either health physics experiments or in
direct operational surveys of the varied accelerators of the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory.
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Adequate additional time is available to discuss problems and their solution.

Lecturers will be mainly drawn from the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory, Berkeley,

but will be supported by visiting specialist speakers from several other institutions.

No tuition is charged for the course, but each student is responsible for his own

travel and living expenses. Those wishing to apply should write, as soon as possible to:

Mr. Edward J. Vallario, Division of Operational Safety, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission,

Washington, D. C. 20545.

Attendence to this course is necessarily limited to approximately 15 persons, be-

cause of the special facilities utilized throughout the program and the need for personal
instruction.

FOUR NUCLEAR STANDARDS PUBLISHED BY AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS INSTITUTE

Four standards which will benefit the nuclear engineering field have just been pub-

lished by ANSI.

They are: American National Standard Radiation Symbol. N2.1-1969; American National
Standard Supplement to Radiation Protection in Uranium Mines and Mills (Concentrators),
N7.la-1969; American National Standard Guide to Sampling Airborne Radioactive Materials

in Nuclear Facilities, N13.1-1969; and American National Standard Dosimetry for Criti-

cality Accidents, N13.3-1969.

All four standards were sponsored by the Atomic Industrial Forum.

N2.1-1969, a revision of a 1960 standard, specifies shape, proportions, colors, and

uses for a radiation symbol to be displayed in areas of actual or potential ionizing rad-
iation.

N7.la-1969, a supplement to American National Standard N7.1-1960, describes a method

of air sampling and measurement of atmospheric concentrations of radon daughters in uran-
ium mines and mills.

N13.1-1969 gives general principles for sampling airborne radioactive materials in

nuclear facilities and prescribes methods and materials for gas and particle sampling.

Criteria for a system for measuring radiation doses received by personnel in a
criticality accident are provided in N13.3-1969.

Copies of these standards are available from ANSI. Single copy price is:

N2.1-1969, $2.25; N7.la-1969, $3.25; N13.1-1969, $6.00; and N13.3-1969, $3.50.

BUREAU OF RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH (U.S. DEPT. OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE)

The Division of Electronic Products begins life-testing microwave ovens. Test pro-
cedures rely on a mechanical device to simulate actual conditions of oven use. The device
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turns the oven on, opens the door and thus activates the interlocks to shut the oven off,
closes the door, and then repeats the cycle. The test protocol requires that the cycle
be repeated a minimum of 100,000 times for home-use ovens and 200,000 times for corrmer-
cial ovens. In no instance are switches or interlocks intentionally by-passed.

The Northeastern Radiological Health Laboratory is studying the eyes of about 35
former Air Force radar technicians and operators to determine if changes have occurred
which may be attributed to occupational microwave exposure.

The Bureau-sponsored University of Cincinnati Medical Center demonstration program
for training hospital radiologic administrators was presented to national experts in the
healing arts at a Cincinnati General Hospital seminar May 22. Attendees included repre-
sentatives of hospital and medical school radiology departments, professional medical
organizations, and government.

The program received the endorsement at the meeting of the American Society of Radio-
logic Technologists, American Association of Physicists in Medicine, American College of
Radiology, and American Hospital Association. Three radiology department directors des-
cribed the use for the first time of paramedical personnel in the field of radiology and
told how the handling of administrative details by course graduates was giving them more
time to practice medicine.

The Environmental Health Service's Bureau of Radiological Health has issued 16 pub-
lications in the last three months dealing with various radiological health problems. The
reports and acquisition numbers are: "A Comparison of Microwave Detection Instruments"
(PB 191-395 and DEP 70-7), Robert L. Moore, Stephen W. Smith, Robert L. Clcke and David G.
Brown - "Advances in the Use of Microwave Power" (PB 191-800 and Seminar Paper No. 008),
W. A. Geoffrey Voss - "A Study of Head and Neck Exposures from Panoramix Roentgenography"
(PB 190-964 and DEP 70-5), Dr. james 3. MeMahon - "Description and Evaluation of a Fluoro-

scopic Screen Visual Brightness Comparer" (PB 190-399 and DEP 70-3, John P. Ferguson,
William S. Properzio, Emmet G. Murphy and Ira R. Paul - "Development of Liquid Crystal Micro-
wave Power Density Meter" (PB 191-396 and DEP 70-8) , The Bendix Corporation Research Lab-
oratories, Southfield, Michigan under a Public Health Service contract: "Evaluation of a
Norelco-Pitchford Portaspec (R) Portable X-ray Spectrograph" (PB 190-870 and DEP 70-4) ,
Ray C. Woodcock - "Laboratory Examination of a Ruptured 50-mg Radium Source" (PB 191-810
and SERHL 70-1), Paul H. Bedrosian and G. L. Gels - "Laboratory Testing and Evaluation of
Color Television Receivers Acquired During the In-plant Survey" (PB 191-090 and DEP 70-6) ,
Thomas M. Smith, Paul S. Ruggera and Stephen W. Smith - " Radiation Bio-Effects: Summary
Report -- January to December 1969" (PB 190-110 and DBE 70-1) , Division of Biological Effects.
" Radiation Exposure Overview--Nuclear Power Reactors and the Population" (PB190-619 and OCS
70-1) , William H. Oates, Jr. - "Radioactive Waste Discharges to the Environment from Nuclear
Power Facilities (PS 190-717 and DER 70-2) , Joe E. Logsdon and Robert I, Chissler - "Radio-
logical Surveillance at a Boiling Water Nuclear Power Reactor" (PB 191-091 and DER 70-1) ,

Division of Environmental Radiation - "Report of Tests Made on the Westinghouse Panoramix
X-ray Machine" (PB 190-870 and DEP 70-2) , Ray C. Woodcock and William S. Properzio - "sur-
vey of Selected Industrial Applications of Microwave Energy" (PB 191-394 and DEP 70-10) ,

Division of Electronic Products - "Survey of the Use of Padionuclides in Medicine" )PB 188-
619 and DMRE 70-1), Stanford Research Institute as a final report on work completed under a
Bureau contract - "X-rays in Medicine and Industry" (PB 190-234, proceedings of a public
health conference at the University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida.

Copies of all reports may be purchased by acquisition number from the Clearinghouse for
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Federal Scientific and Technical Information, Springfield, Va. 22151. Prices are $3.00

for paper copy and $0.65 for microfiche.

NOTE TO EDITORS: S j ngle copies of these publications will be furnished to editors and
writers on request to the Office of Information, Bureau of Radiological Health, 12720
Twinbrook Pkwy., Rockville, Md. 20852.

29 SCIENTISTS ASSAIL SAFETY CRITICS

(Reprinted from ACR BULLETIN of June 1970)

(Twenty-nine radiation physicians and scientists, in response to recently published
criticisms of current radiation standards of protection, have drafted the open letter
printed below.)

"We are increasingly concerned at the prominence given to the alarmist views of a
tiny minority of experts on the effects of ionizing radiation in the general population.

" Several reports have appeared suggesting that the authorities responsible for guide-
lines for the safe uses of ionizing radiation have been grossly complacent and even in
error in setting their current radiation standards. Unfortunately, adequate rebuttal re-
quires a somewhat lengthy and technical reply unsuitable for publication in the press.

"Such material as is necessary is contained in the publications of Federal Radiation
Council (FRC), the Naticnal Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements (NCRP) and

the International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP). These reports show evidence
of the great competence of these bodies, and their concern for public health.

"The di fficulty of presenting an adequately balanced view through the news media has,
however, led to some public alarm and loss of confidence. Public confidence in those bod-
ies and individuals responsible for the establishment of radiation safety standards is
vital if the development of the peaceful uses of nuclear power and the beneficial uses of
ionizing radiation are to move ahead. in an efficient and orderly manner.

(Severe Handicap)

"Bodies of the stature of ICRP, NeRP and the FRC are under a severe handicap in re-
plying to attacks on their competence representing, as they do, the collective wisdom of

many tens or hundreds of experts in widely differing specialties. We, the undersigned,

feel it to be necessary at this time to speak out, reaffirming our confidence in the integ-
rity of the procedures used to establish radiation standards.

"We all assume that, in the absence of firm scientific facts, all unnecessary radia-

tion exposure is to be avoided and, like the FRC, NCRP, and ICRP, agree that standards

should be set on the assumption that all man-made radiation is potentially harmful. This

concept was introduced into the scientific literature more than 20 years ago and has been
discussed since that time. It is most important to stress, however, that it is not yet

known with scientific certainty whether radiation exposures at the levels permitted by

the radiation standards are delerterious, o f no consequence or even bene ficial to man.
These problems will continue to be subject to scientific investigation until resolved. In

the meantime the assumption that all radiation exposure to man is potentially harmful is

prudent and is made by all regulatory bodies.

"At present FeR recommendations are directly derived from those of the ICRP, an



HPS - August Newsletter - Page 13

international body that draws upon the accumulated wisdom of experts from the entire world.

(Current Standards)

" In setting the current radiation standards, the ICRP in 1958 considered the then avail-
able evidence relating to somatic and genetic damage induced in human beings by radiation.
Whenever data were contradictory or obscure the commission consciously and consistently took
the more conservative (safer) interpretation. They concluded the risk to the general pop-
ulation due to the development of the nuclear power industry within these safety standards
"to be not unacceptable" and indedd very small compared to the risks we subject ourselves
to in our everyday lives.

"At the present time the vast majority of experts in the field of human reEponse to
ionizing radiation who have been involved in setting current radiation standards are con-
vinced that these standards are based upon the best scientific evidence available and the
deepest. concern for public health.

"Matters relative to public health should, of course, be subject to continuous scru-

tiny, but we believe the record of activities of the ICRP, NCRP, and FRC demonstrates this

to be their proven policy.

"The ICRF' has reviewed its work frequently, most recently in 1969. It has concluded

that no change in the relevant safety standards is warranted at the present time. If con-

cerned members of the general public will read the publications of the ICRP, NCRF, and FRC,

we are convinced that they will find that current radiation standards are based on a sound
foundation.

"Finally, it is also relevant to recognize to what extent those involved in the de-

velopment of the beneficial uses of ionizing radiation have lived within not only the let-
ter of the law but, perhaps more importantly, the spirit of the view of ICRP, NCRP, and
FRC that all unnecessary radiation exposure be avoided. Radiation exposures to members of

the general population from all man-made sources (excluding medical sources) have been,

in fact, only a very small fraction of those permitted by the FRC."

("The views expressed here are solely the responsibility of the signers of this doc-

ument and in no way should be construed as representing a statement of opinion by their
institution.")

Those who signed the letter are: William F. Bale, Victor P. Bond, Leo Bustad, Eugene

P. Cronkite, Merril Eisenbud, Alexander Gottschalk, Alexander Grendon, Hardin Jones,H.

Kornberg, W. H. Langham, J. A.Laughlin, John H. Lawrence, George V. LeRoy, Richard C. McCall,
Roger 0. Mcelellan, Carl V. Moore, Russell H. Morgan, Robert D. Moseley, Jr., James V. Neel,
Harvey M. Patt, W. Wade Patterson, Leonard A. Sagan, Eugene L. Saenger, William J. Schull,
John B. Storer, Ralph H. Thomas and Roger Wallace.

MEETINGS OF INTEREST

The 1970 Nuclear Science Syneosium will be held at the Statler-Hilton Hotel in New
York City on November 4-7, 1970. It is being sponsored by the IEEE, AEC, NASA, and NBS.

For further information contact Melvin E. Cassidy, Local Arrangements Chairman, U. S.

Atomic Energy Commission, 376 Hudson St., New York, N. Y. 10014.
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MEETINGS OF INTEREST (CONT.)

(The Division of Operational Safety, USAEC - 16th Annual Bioassay and Analytical
Chemistry Conference)

"The Sixteenth Annual Conference will be held October 8 and 9, 1970 at the Governor' s

House Motel in beautiful downtown Bethesda, Md. The meeting will be held jointly with

the Baltimore-Washington Chapter of the Health Physics Society. We would appreciate hear-

ing from those that would like to make presentations at the Conference. Just drop me a
line indicating the title of the paper. There will be plenty of time to forward the ab-
stracts later. In keeping with the new two year old tradition these abstracts will be

prepared for distribution at the meeting, and will be the only printed record.

Please call me (301-973-7274) and pass on any suggestions for new avenues that you
think should be opened up at the meeting. Should we explore the latest challenges to

national and international internal radiation standards? Regulations? How about the

relevance of the recent law to require certification of clinical laboratories? If you
have any ideas don't hesitate to contact me. Please address written replies to: Dr.
Donald M. Ross, Division of Operational Safety, USAEC, Washington, D. C. 20545."

(Second Annual Conference on Transportation of Radioactive Material)

The Second Annual Conference on "Transportation of Radioactive Material" will be

held at the University of Virginia on October 25-27, 1970. This conference will be ori-

ented to an audience which desires to obtain practical and useful information on the many

considerations involved in the transportation of radioactive material. Speakers at this

conference will include representatives of business, industry and government agencies

who have knowledge and expertise in applicable subject areas.

For further information contact Dept. of Conferences & Institutes, School of General

Studies, University of Va., P. 0. Box 3697, Charlottesville, Va. 22903.

(The Fifth International Congress of the French Society for Radioprotection)

This meeting will be held in Grenoble, in the "Palais de Glace" from Feb. 1-5, 1971

on the following subject: "Contamination by bone-seeking radionuclides and radiopro-

tection." This Congress, dedicated to specialists in all countries, is designed to pro-
vide a comprehensive coverage of the most recent researches in the field. They have

considered for the different sessions topics likely to interest physiologists, dosimetrists,
clinicians, health physicists.

Additional information must be o btained from: M. M. Avargues, Departement de la
Protection Sanitaire, Centre d'Etudes Nucleaires, B.P. n° 6, 92-Fontenay-aux Roses, France.
The deadline to mail back the registration form is October 1st.
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CHAPTER NEWS

The Alabama and Deep South Chapters joined the Florida Chapter in a combined summer
meeting July 24 and 25 in Panama City, Florida. Technical talks began with Dr. Dade
Moeller as a special guest speaker. The Deep South Chapter presented two refresher
courses.

CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN

The biannual combined meeting with the Rocky Mountain Section of the American In-

dustrial Hygiene Association is to be held in the Denver metropolitan area this year.

According to co-general program chairmen Bob Siek and John Hill, the meeting will be
held October 8-9, 1970. The meeting place has not been selected as yet.

Nominations for 1971 Chapter Officers are as follows: President-elect P. W. Jacoe,

J. B. Martin; Secretary-Treasurer K. L. Crusha, C. G. Hayes and Committeeman R. J. Garner

and G. H. Smith.

COLUMBIA

(Handfordite Authoring Handbook) - Chapter President Harold Larson was invited by

IAEA to co-author a handbook on radiological calibration and standardization. Harold's

co-authors are Ian M. G. Thompson (U.K.) and Georgi Doroveev (U.S.S.R.).

(Parker Book Published) - The second edition of the book Radium Dosage: The Man-

chester System, has just been published and Herb Parker is one of the co-authors and

major contributors to the work. The book includes reprints of some papers on radium
dosimetry authored by Herb about thirty years ago, which still serve as the fundamental

basis for the radium doses used in both medical and health physics applications, as well
as for standardization.

(Other Handford Authors) - Wally Howell is busy writing a chapter on the hazards

of radioactive isotopes of promethium for a handbook on that nuclide, and Joe Soldat

is busy in his work on radioiodine, for a book in which Leo Bustad will also have a

large hand.

CONNECTICUT

New Chapter Officers are John E. Flynn, President and Edward V. Kennelly, Secretary-
Treasurer.

EASTERN IDAHO

The 1970-1971 officers are President Monte Hawkins,

Secretary B. R. Baldwin and Treasurer H. K. Peterson.

Pres.-elect Paul E. Ruhter,

FLORIDA

The Spring Meeting was held in West Palm Beach, Florida. Speakers included Dr.
Emmet Bolch, "Electronic Product Radiation and Radiological Health Training Programs,"
John Hancock, "Environmental Programs for the Crystal River Nuclear Power Plant," Harvey
Pickover, " Space Craft System Leakage Detection with Radiotracers," and Clyde Pierce,

"Radiological Technician Licensing." The luncheon speaker was Bob Elder of the Divis-

ion of Electronic Products, Bureau of Radiological Health.
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CHAPTER NEWS (CONT.)

NORTH CENTRAL

New officers to take office at this Chapter's Fall 1970 meeting are: John R. Cameron,

President; Alan L. Orvis, Pres.-elect; Councilman E. Roscoe Evavold and Robert G. Wissink,

Secretary.

RIO GRANDE

Newly elected officers of this Chapter are: Dean D. Meyer (President), Otto Raabe

(Pres.-elect), Howard Christiansen (Secretary-Treasurer.

SAVANNAH RIVER

The following are the new officers of the Savannah River Chapter for 1970-1971:

Roy C. Craft, President and Carl V. Johnson, Secretary-Treasurer.

SOUTH TEXAS

On July 18, 1970 at their Summer meeting Dr. Paul Bedrosian (Southeastern Radiological

Health Laboratory) spoke on: 1. Radiological Protection Program of SERHL 2. Various pro-

cedures for Leak Testing of Radium 3. Desirable Storage & Inventory Systems for Radium

4. Photographic Technique for Rapid Leak Testing of Radium.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

In a new effort to bring the role of Health Physics before the public, and to encourage

the interest of students in the field, the Chapter awarded prizes to students participating
in county Scientific Fairs. Certificates were given at five Scientific Fairs to the proj-

ect best illustrating the use of ionizing radiation, with a grand prize of a U. S. Savings
Bond to the winner of the Southern California Science Fair. Student project winners in-
cluded a demonstration of two different Wilson cloud chambers using a 226Ra source, the
effect of radiation on seed growth, the production and study of high energy electrons, and
the production and application of x-rays.

WESTERN NEW YORK

Herbert J. Deigl was elected President for 1970-1971. Other officers elected are Robert
D. Manning President-elect, Bernard R. Quinn Secretary-Treasurer and T. K. Winstrand Exec.
Committee.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

Newly elected officers of this Chapter for 1970 and 1971 are: R. W. Granlund (Pres-
ident), K. Bodden (President-elect), S. Levin (Secretary) and R. C. Kish (Treasurer).
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SINCERE THANKS

The Conference of Radiological Health dissolved itself on January 28, 1970. At that
time there was some moneys in the treasury and the Executive Committee voted to dispose
of these remaining funds to the Health Physics Society, Radiological Health Section of
APHA and the Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors.

The Health Physics Society expresses their thanks for the sum of $270.63 which rep-
resented a portion of the funds from the Conference of Radiological Health. This sum has
been deposited in the Elda E. Anderson Memorial Fund and will be used for educational pur-

poses or for a stipend to those members of the Society who are chosen to receive the Elda

E. Anderson award at each Annual Meeting.

A THANK YOU NOTE

The Health Physics Society takes this opportunity to thank the Midwest Chapter for
their donation of $250 to the Elda E. Anderson Memorial Fund. This fund is maintained

separately from the general finances of the Health Physics Society and is used as directed
by the Board of Directors as a stipend for those members of the Society who receive the
award at the Annual Meeting.


